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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1967

JOINT STATEMENT BY ATTORNEY GENERAL RAMSEY CLARK AND DIRECTOR
OF SELECTIVE SERVICE LEWIS B, HERSHEY

The Department of Justice has established a special unit in the Criminal
Division to coordinate prompt prosecution of offenses against the Selective Service
laws and related statutes. The responsibilities of this unit include prosecution
of violations of provisions of the Selective Service law making it unlawful know-
ingly to counsel, aid, or abet others to refuse to register or serve, or knowingly
to interfere by force or violence or otherwise with the administration of the System.
This unit also has responsibility for prosecution of violations of the related statutes
outlawing interference with the Armed Forces or obstruction of recruiting and en-
listments. The special prosecution unit is under the direction of John Van de Kamp,
formerly U.S. Attorney for the Central District of California and now Deputy
Director of the Executive Office for U.S. Attorneys.

All U.S, Attorneys have been instructed to expedite investigation and prose-
cutorial recommendations on these cases. They have also been directed to cooper-
ate with local law enforcement officials and to urge them to vigorously prosecute
violations of local laws which may occur in demonstrations against the Selective
Service System.

It has long been the law that a registrant who violates any duty affecting his
own status (for example, giving false information, failing to appear for examination,
or failing to have a draft card) may be declared a '"delinquent' registrant by his local
draft board, Under consistent practice, information received by federal law enforce=-
ment officials regarding a registrant's own status is turned over to his local draft
board for appropriate action, When a person is declared to be a delinquent registrant
by his local board, he may be reclassified and becomes subject to the highest priority
for induction if otherwise qualified. If he fails to step forward for induction, he is
subject to prosecution by the Department of Justice. This procedure is firmly estab-
lished, approved by the courts, and has been followed since the enactment of the
1948 Selective Service Act, as well as under earlier Selective Service Acts.*

Lawful protest activities, whether directed to the draft or other national
issues, do not subject registrants to acceleration or any other special administra-
tive action by the Selective Service System. Activities which violate federal law
will be dealt with under the procedures outlined above depending upon the nature of
the conduct. The lawful exercise of rights of free expression and peaceful assembly
have incurred and will incur no penalty or other adverse action. These rights are
guaranteed by the Constitution. They are vital to the preservation of free institutions,
which our men in Vietnam are fighting to protect. .

No single statement can cover the myriad different factual situations presented
by the conduct of individual registrants. In approaching these situations, we will
continue to work to preserve the integrity and effective operation of the Selective
Service System while fully protecting the constitutional rights of the registrants.

¥ The Attorney General reported that prosecutions under the selective service
laws are at an all-time high, although the number and percentage of men who
fail to report for induction are substantially lower now than during the Korean
War. During the 1967 fiscal year, 1,306 such cases were filed, compared with
642 the previous year. The previous high under the 1948 Act was 1, 022 in fiscal
1954,

-



