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EDUCATION, SCIENCE, AMD THX NEW DEAL

Mr. President, Members of the Faculty,
Students, and Friends:

In educational methods amd aims Rollins College has departed from
trodden paths, In this complex world it has individualized education;
it has substituted learning for instruction; it has adopted for its
students the criterion of accomplishment rather than the old conventions
of marks and credit-hours; and it has set as the goal of education com~
plete living, All of this sounds to me like a New Deal in education. I
feel at home here. 25 one New Dealer to another, I greet you,

Cur country, almost from the beginning, has been commitied to the
idea of education. There was, however, at thke outset a note of dissent,
Governor Berkeley of Virginla, responding to the question of English Com~
missioners of Foreign Flantations as to what course was being taken in the
Colony for instruction of the people in the Christian faith, said: "The
same that is teken in England, every man according to his ability instruct-
ing his children." Bul he added, "I thank God there are no free schools
or printing presses, and I hope we shall not have them these one hund:ed
vears, for learning has brought disobedience &nd sects into the world,
and printing has divulged them and libels against the best of governments,
God kecp us from both," This was an Cld World idea. Videspread learning
was feared. Ignorance upon the rart of the subject was bliss for the
monarch, aznd it was folly to make the masses wise.

In America the earliest inmpetus to education came from religion.

Tnacting, in 1647, what has been called "the mother of school lews,"
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the General Court of Hassachusetis said:
"It being one of the chief projects of that old deluder

Saten to keep men from the knowledze of the Scriptures, as in

former times by keeping them in an unknown tongue, so in these

latter times by persuading from the use of tongues . v

"It is therefore resolved, That every Township in this

Jurisdiction, after the Lord hath increased them te the number

of fifty householders, shall then forthwith appoint one within

their Town to teach such children as shall resort to him, to

write and read.”

There was & hint of the secular and of the dissemination of learning in
the next sentence:
"It is further ordered, that when any Town shall increase

to the number of one hundred householders, they shall set up a

grammar school, the master thereof being able to instruct youth,

so far as they mey be fitted, for the university.”

In any event, from this time on, the Anerican idez of free schools
grew rapldly, Colony after Colony, state after state, and even the Federal
government itself; through Congressional school land grants to the states,
contributed to the spreading of education, The free school, with its
denccratized edﬁcatimn for the masses, with its "educational ladder"™, upon
the stens of which the student night systematically climb from one stage of
instruction to another, became a fully and permanently developed system,

The predicate of this idea was that lifteracy is essential to democracy.
Cormiitted to democracy, we are hence cormziltted to education, So long as
governnment rests ultinmstely upon the consent of the governed, so long as
we seek to meintain a govermment of, for, and by the people, an infornmed
electorate is a first essential, Both the one and the many profit by a

treined intelligenee in the individual, Our trust is firmly based upon

the enlightening influence of educetion, thereby insuring intelligent co-
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operation and wise leadership in the conduct and the development of our
inetitutions,

I have mentioned that the first impetus to education in this country
wag religion; and the second was the ideal of literacy for Democracy.
There has been a third - scicnce - an impulse drawn from withine. For, as
the common school developed, as the native intelligence of men and wonmen
wéa trained to the love of learning and the pursuit.of truth, there de-
veloved, as of course, the scholar of book and tool, of library and
laboratory. It is the nature of man to break down frontiecrs. As the
scouts of our early days pessed with the conguest of prairie and mountain
there arose, to follow and carry on, the scouts of science, clearing the
path for their feilows through the frontier of knovledge. Great institu-
tions of higher learning developed, first in the classics, then in pure
science, finally in applied sciemce end the wvarious arts, Physics,
chemistry, biology, economics, soeciclogy, and, indeed, all the physical
and sccial sciences were developed and applied to the myriad(uses of man,
As the Thirteenth Century was essentially an age of réligion, so our age
is largely one of sclence -~ of scientific accomplishment and of scientific
method, of collection and classification of data, of formation and testing
of hypotheses, of reaching conclusions and builéi;g thereon, of checking
one discovery against another so that, ultimatel&, isolated findings becone
a part of the patitern of all, and great geins of tested.knowledge inspire
further quest and lead to still greater accomplishments.

How far these schools and this science have carried usld In trans-

" portetion, from the canocc and the ox cart to the ccean liner, the trans-



continental train, the automobile and the aeroplane, In comrmnication,
from slow moving letters to the telephone, and the radios In agriculture,
fron truck garden and smell farm to acres by the nillion spilling crops
tovard all the seas, In narufacturing, from village shoemaker and smithy
to the specialized factories of today, ravenous for the raw naterial of
the whele earth, In nedicine and surgery, from the kit of the. country
doctor to the great life-saving cliniecs and hospitals in every part of

the land, ministering to health and prolonging the span of life. In
sanitation, from successions of plagues, decinating the earth to relative
frecdon from eontagious disease, In aréhitecture, fronn hut to skyscraper.
In business, froﬁAclumsy'coins to bank creéit, from the corner store.to
the eorporatec enterprise, Speed of travel, casc of corrmnication,

longevity, hcalth, comfort, wealth and beauty; - these are the fruits of

\nd yet, a short twelve nonths ago our transportation facilities were
larzely idle; our asbundant crops were rotting ia the warchouses; our
factories woere closed or running upon pitifully short time; thirteen
riiliion people were idle and our elaborate and carefully constructed banke
ing syster: entircly ceased to functions Ve werc confronted with the
puzzling paradox of starvation amidst plentye.

4 lcarned jurist cnce said:

"Phe law, so far as it depcends on learning, is indeed as

it has been eazlled, the govermment of the living by the dead,

To a very considerable extent, no doubt, it is inevitable that

the living should be so governed. The past gives us our

vocabulary and fixes the limits of our imagination; we cannot

get away from it, There is, teo, a peculiar, logical pleasure

in making manifest the continuity between what we are doing and
what has been done before, But the present has a right to
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govern itself, so far as it can; and it ought always to be
remembered thet historice continuity with the past is not a
duty, it is only a necessity.

"I hope that the time is coming when this thought will
bear fruit, An ideal system of law should draw its postulates
and its legislative justification from science, As it is now,
we rely upon tradition, or vague sentiment, or the fact that
we never thought of any other way of doing things, as our only
warrant for rules which we enforce with as much confidence as
if they embodied revezled Wisdom « « o

"The Italians have begun to work upon the notion that the
foundations of the law ought to be scientifiec, and, if our
civilization does not collapse, T feel pretty sure that the
regiment or division that follows us will carry that flag.

OQur ovz word seems the last always; yet the change of emphasis
from an argunent in Plowden to one in the time of Lord Ellen~
torough, or even from that to one in our own day, is as marked
as the difference between Cowley's poetry and Shelley's., Other
chances as great will heppen, . And so the eternal procession
moves on, we in the front for the moment; and, stretching away

against the unattainable sky, the black spearheads of the army
that hes been Da331gg in unbroken line already for near a
thousand years."

‘These arc the impressive words cf Mr, Justice Helmes, specking a2t a
Ginrer of the Harvaord Law Sclool, nearly forty years ago. And now we are
"in the front for the moment.,"

Mr. Justice Holmes wes entirely right. Litcracy. is essential to
demecrcey, but not mere literacy, ¥ducation and sclence, if they are to
be useful to govermment, rust function within govermment as they have
functioned outside of it.v It is & sad commentary.that we have used science
lecst vhere we negded it most. To transportatioﬁ, cormunication, cgri-
culture, industry, medicine, sanitation, architecture, finance ond business =
we have applied science an *“e fruits thereof, but ;ot to government. There
has been learning, but it has gone unused, Economists, sociologists,

historians, students of politics there have been; and, Iike their brothers
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in the pursult of trutii, they lLave sought and they have found, In the
books of the dead and the activities of the living they heve traced the
growth and science of government, In the great laboratory of life dowm
he ages they have szen the trial and error of collective life., All this
knowledge they heave stored for the usc of those of the "eternal.procession"
who are for the nonment "in the front" - and we have not used it,.

The gernius of the New Deal lies in the application of science to gov-
eroment and contermiates the reapplication of the doctrines of co-operation.
The Agricultural Adjustment Act is a planned attack upon unbalanced produc-
ticn, the Nztional Recovery Act upon unbalanced erployrent, and both upon
our diminished purchasing pover, These Acts were. carefully devised. Not
oxnly vere individual enecinents thought out in advonce but their relation-
ships to each other and to the whole result were recognized factors in the
wreblern, The Agricultural Adjustment Act comnleaﬁ:ts the Netional Recovery
Act, The Public Vorks fgature sustains both, Thus, productlon, COnSUnIp=
ticn, znd capital goods industries are being alded sirultaneously, The
Civilian ConservatiaAn Corps, the Civil Works Aidministraticn; and various
other nodern neasures are éonp0301t ports of 2 seriocusly thought out prograrm.
The barking structure is undergoing o neccssary rehobilitation. Price

cdjustnents ond dollar stnbilization are sought by the scientific nethod

O

f trial and error snd not by arbltrary fiat. A eleonsing of the publice

3

rvice ond a ecompoign zgeinst erime hove been undertaken as matters
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cssentinl te o healthy national life
In brief, the attack of the New Deal is econoric rather than political.
The very termiznology of the pressnt neasures is thet of finarce ) accounting,

.

budgeting, cror production; laber distritutisn, costs of living, costs of


http:ocono1:1.ic
http:e:lactno!';.ts

production, merginc of profit, price levels, and the like, The measures
thus operating seel: to adjust the econouic factors of our life so as to
produce efficiency in that sense of the vcrd which neans the abolition of
idleness and poverty in a land of plenty,.

It will be said that the New Deal is experimental and that not all of its
riecsures will succeed, BPut this is no sufficient challenge. The method
of the Now Deal is one of action, not of laissez-faire., It refuses to
abanrden in despair our econonic life to the operations of chance, The New
Desl is educabtion and science in action.

"ind so the procession moves on, we in the front for the

moment, and stretching away against the unattainable sky the

black spearkeads of the army that has been passing in unbroken

line for near a thousand years,"
£rd In e noment, 1y student friends, it will be you who are "in the front",
Let me exhort you to remenber, as educated mer and woner, as scho;ars, as
scientists, &s citizens, that literacy rmst be for, not merely in, democra=-
CYe It must function for govermment, and it rust function through you.
Only thus shall we have, in the words of Rollins College, "complete living,”
and only thﬁs, in the words of our great President, "a more abundant life

for all,"

- e e e e o W
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