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ADDRESS OF

HONORABLE HOI,VER'! CU"LE_ZINGS

ATTCRNEY GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

delivered at the Banquet of the Federal Bar Asso-
ciation, given in his honor at the Hotel Shoreham,
Washington, D. Ce, Junc 25, 1934.

N, Y
Attorney General Cummings spoke, in part, as follows:

I am profoundly grateful for your kindness. It is especlally
gratifying to recceive a token of esteem, such as this, from those who are
not only the members of one's own profession, but who are alsoc one's col-
leagues in the service of the Government.

Furthermore, it is indicative of the fine spirit of comradeship
which exists among the various Departmemts of the Federal CGovernment that
this Association has chosen as a central theme for this eveming the legis-
lative program which was sponsored by the Departument of Justice and recently
enacted,

Seventeen statutes of major importance, which were drafted by the
Department of Justice, and introduced at our request, were passed by the
Congress, These statutes are designed to make more effective the efforts
of the Federel Govermment in the sunnressiop ol organizcd crime, and to
render the administration of justice in the Federal courts less complicated,
less expensive and far morc speedy, it

These problems arc of irmediate and vital consequences, The cost
of crime, while impossible to calcula%é ceurately, undoubtedly aggregates
several billion dollars cach ycar and eons»1tutcs an appalling drain upon
the ecomomic resources of our countri” Morcover, there arc involved the
safety of socicty and the senctity of humen lifc.

It is obvious that the task is one which can be accomplished only
as a result of the united and intelligent efforts of the national, state
and municipal govermments, supported and sustained by an enlightened public
opinione

In this matter, I have felt that a high duty of initiative rested
upon the Department of Justice. 4s the only law enforcement agency with a
nation-wide appreach, the Department of Justice can view problems relating
to the suppression of organized lawlessness from a broad standpoint and
render invcluable service in helping to coordinate the efforts of the laow
_enforemert agencics of our country.



More than a year ago, the Department of Juctice embarked upon an
intensive compaign against crime. This campaign was not undertoken im-
pulsively or with any fatuous idea that a complete or even satisfectory re-
sult could be accomplished within a brief period of yecrs. From the first,
it was contemplated that our program would require steady pressure and an
unrelenting and persistent effort, continued over o long period of time.

. The laws recently enacted are o vital part of thet plan. To the
Members of the Senate and Housc, whose intclligent and patriotic acction made
this result possible, I cxtend my profound grotitude and sincere admiration,
To them, ©ll homor for their finc and constructive work.

Encouraged by the enactment of these measures, the Department is
developing additional means for the furtherance of its campaign ageainst
crime and for the simplification of procedure, the results of which will be
made known from time to time,

Vhile we take a measurable and,'I hope, a just pride in what has
already been accomplished, and while wec are profoundly grateful for the
gencrous estimotc you have placed upon our work, nevertheless, we know that
we arc engeged in & grim business which will tax our courage and our ro-
sourcefulness to the very limites In that sensc the fight has just begun,
and with your support and confidcnecc it cannot fail,
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