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I am going tonight to address a fow vords to the Aserican
Radioc audience on certain aspects cf the Lindborgh casc. Because
of the prominence of the child's parents, the manrer in which the
crime was perpetrated and its tragic outcome, this crime presented
& challenge to‘the forces of law and crder that attracted worlde
wide atteatiqn.‘ then it became apparent that no irmediate solution
was possible, the Anerican people were disheartened, and the criminal
classes, whether gangs or indiviéuals, were encouraged to further acts
of violence, Following the Lindbergh kidnaping, and without doubt
in part as é consequence of it, therg}were 29 kidnapings that came
within the Jjurisdiction of ths Deparéﬁent of Justice, I an glad
to be aﬁle to state that with one possible exception all of these
cases have been solveds T&é result obtoined in the Lindbergh cacse
is due to no master detective of fietion working on intuition or

s
speradic inspiration, but to a practiéal arrangement for cooperation,

in which trained experts, methodicgl, patient, attentive to the
snollest detoils vhether these f&ﬁéarod important or not, hung on to

he trail until the end cone inxggghﬁ.

Several neonths ago an cgreenent wos reached aong the

verious agencies working on this case that there should henceforth be
coaplete coordination in an unceasing attem@f to solve this crime. These
agencies were the Division of Investigatioﬁ of the Departnent of
Justice, the New Jersey State Pclice and Police Department of New York

Citys It happened that in this case the ihree factors involyed



presented what I mizht term o classic set-up in the forces
which, under our Awmcricen form of Govermment, arc call¢d upon to
deal with the detcction, ond epprehcnsion of crimincls,

First, there was the Federal Government, which at the
time that the erime was conmi%fcd on Mcreh 1, 1232, had no prinary
Jurisdiction, but vhich through the subsequent cnactment of Hw
picces of legislation wos given brocd jurisdiction in the interstote
featurcs of c?imes of this chaorocters

Seccond, there wos the State Police Deportment of New Jersey,
Within,wthO Jurisdiction the kidnoping was cormitteds

Third, therc was the Policeﬁforce of the metropolis of Wew
York, within vhose jurisdiction the ronsom was paid, and vhore bills
from that ronsom bundle oppecred in circulotioan from time to time.

Fneh of these ogencics had its own personncl, cach its own

informction, cach its oun ideas

- . i
technigue, cach its own sources of

i

of the crime, ceach its om accumuiétion of evidences  Eoch corricd
»

on its owun cetivities, but ampggﬁt the threce therc wos the fullest

cxchange of informetion and ffé@ﬁcnt consultation, It was agreed

that if onmc of the thrce scecured vwhat is known os o "breck™ the

other tro would be notificd, Ebro is how it worked:

Cn Scptaaber 18, 1934, ot 1:20 P. M., the Assistornt Moncoger
of the Corn Exchange Boank Trust Compony ot 1285th Street and Poxk
Avenue, New York City, telephornced the New York officc of the
Division of Investigotion of the Depariment of Justice, on the 14th

*

floor of the building located ot 370 Loxington Avenue, advising thet a
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$10,00 gold eertificate bhearing serial number L739766344, had been
discovered a few ninutes earlier by one of the tellers in that bank.
Special Agent in Charge, T. H. Sisk of the Department of Justice,
turned this bill over to Special Agent W. F, Seery for irmediate in-~
vestigation. In accordance with the cooperctive agreement, Special
Lgent Seery was instructed to cormunicate at once with representatives
of the New Jersecy State Police and the New York City Police, who there-
upon accompanied him to the bank; |

There were thus set in riction the three jurisdictions acting
s one, and;proceeding in perfect ccgiﬂiaation. Other similar notes
had been making their appesrance fof{the past nonth or sd; after an
interval in which no aotes appeared, and in each caese the note was
traced to the exact store, shop or garage where it had been passed.

In each case a description of the gndividual vho passed it was
i R

obtained -~ a description that fits'; the individuval nov detained in
New: Yorlk. The area had been urnder constant patrol, the banks in that

.

region had been cooperating in négimg a careful check of their de-
positors, When the grrest W&sﬁxéde rionths of methodical, patient
work carme to fruition.

I have been asked to detail same of the work done by the De-
partnient of Justice in comnection with this case. In making this
statement I hope you will not lose sight of the work which has been
done by the State Police of New Jersey and the Police Deparinent of

New York City. I can only detail to you the work done by the De~

partnent of Justice,
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On Ootobgr 1¢, 1935, President Ioosevelt directied the centralization
in the Department of Justice of all Federal investigative activities in the
Lindbergh cases I placed the immediate supervision thereof under the direc~
tion of Mre John Edgar Hoover, Director of the Division of Investigation, to
wiose finc intelligence and indefatigable efforts so'mnch of our success hasg
been dues Our Department forthwith began to accunmlate, examine and analyze

all known facts and evidence in the case, to organize all of the various

(23

ypes of information-into a logical form that would serve as a proper basis
wid background for future operationse Thousands of letters from all parts
of the United States and other countries all over the world had been written

I d

k .
because of the iitense public interest in the casee This vast amount of

»
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information contained in these letters hag to be checked to determine if
there was any value atiached to ite As a mtter of mere routine, it became
necessary to prepare some 50,000 index cards and to organize the files on a
chrornolegical bagise There followed mqﬁﬁﬁs and months of investigation,

not alone in the New York area but throggﬁout the United States and in vari-

ous countries of the worlde No clue, hewever unpromising, could be disre-

-

sarded, and none wag. A

In order to(givo a little inside view of the thoroughness with which
this work was done, I will recount one thing that was done which I feel sure
will be of interest.

You will recall that Dr. J. F. Condon, sametimes known as "Iafsie",
came into contact with the individual vho demanded aud received the $50,000
ransone In order o assist us Iin our investigation, the Department of

Justice secured the serviees of an artist, who was requested to interview
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Drs Condon and obtain his description of the unlmom men, This was several
months agos The artist thereupon drew from Dre Condon's description the
individual, as Dre Condon reucmbered hime Photographs were taken of the
artistt's drawing and distributed among the agents of the Division of in-
vestigation as a possible means of ldentifications Wow 1t is an inferesting
circumstance that this artist's drawing bears an amszingly striliing resens-

blance to Bruno Richard Hauptmann, the man now held in connection with this

hicdeous crime.
Public indignation was so intense that Congress enacted a statute a
few months later, maliing kidnaping a Federal offense where there are involve-

ed interstate-@patures or the use of the United States mails. Since then

there have beer the 29 cases I have mentioneds In these cases, a total of
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74 persons -l onvicted, 13 are in custody awaiting trial, and total
A ] B S 2
sentences of 1,256 yeasrs have been imposed, together with 16 1ife sentences

nd two death sentencess In three cases, rersons comuitted suiclde before

incarceratione.

:_',l\;
Therefore, I believe that the American paupls have reason to feel
¥
that the prestige, the power and the.éffectiveness of law enforcement agen-

‘
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cies is on the incrcase and that rehéwed faith and confidence in these agen-
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justified.
Several months azo I stvated that during the coming winter I intended
to call a conference in Vashington to consider the problem of crime from a
national viewpoints It secmed to me then that the Federal Government was the
proper and logical sponsor for a conference that would bring together State
Covernments, rerresentatives of local units, and <vhe srincipal organizetions,

&

.
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societies and groups, both officisl and unofficial, whose jurisdiction or
whose interest bear on this problems

Recent legislation has broadened the function of uhe Federal Govern~
nent in the punishmgnt of crime in its interstate aspects, but further
vractical steps can, and must, be taken to integrate and strengthen all the
forces in our national life that can aid in this great movement. The Feder-
al Government, the 48 states, thousands of cities au. swaller communities,
each have thelr responsibilities in this vital field, each have their appro-

priate assistance to contribute.

r

No pfow*am that rests on sanctioqé of legislation alone, or that
o :
nlaces exclusive dependence on Governmoﬁt in vwhatever form, can hope t0 suc=
ceed in ridding the nation qf the criminal mcnacce Without the unified sup-
port of the American people, no Government -~ I care not vhether it be Fede
eral, State or local -- can hopo to @fiﬁicaﬁe the decp roots of crime that

5

have penetrated the soil of our nationdillife and enwrapped themselves
around. the institutions upon which Qﬁf social vell~being dependse

The time 1s ripe for action;;;éhe fmerican people, unless I misread
the public temper, demand action. At the Conference on Crime, which will
assemble early in December, the Federal Govermment intends to offer such
leadership as it possesces toward the achievement of a practical program for

cooperation ané for actions Such a program, I believe, will enlist the

earnest, thoughtful and continuing support of all zood citizens.
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