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It affords nme great happiness to welcome you to the dedication of the
new abode of the Department cf Justice. N

In the languege of Holy ¥Writ, "They went unto their own home," and,
czain, "When ye come into & house, sclute it",

Truly, ot last, we hove come home ond, in éaluting this mognificent

edifice, let us indulge
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varicus suggestions for the improvement of the service

nointed out the urgent necd for, at least, one
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clorke. President Washington made bthesc recommwndations the basis of a
special message to the Oongress. The Cormititec to which the matter was
roeforrcd reported faverably, but the Congress, evidenily unimpressed,
tock mo action.

It iz not, therefore, surprising that Abtormey General Rardolph

described himself as "& sort of mongrel betireen the Stete and the United

Y

{

tates; called an officer of some rank under the latter, and yet thrust
cut to ggt & livelihood in the former."

With the rémsval of the seat of govermnent to Washington, the various

;o o

deportments were housed in nondescript buildings grouped cbout the
Presidcnt?s'houSQ.‘ lioraccoumoedations wﬁatevor vere provided for the
Litorney Guneral. He wos eoxpscted te furnish his own guarters, fucl,
stationery and clerk. He was “the forgotten man' oFf his daye
President lMadiscn, iz a messago @gAmhe Congress, movingly deseribed

the hardships which resulied from the fgiiure to deal adequately with this

m

gituaticn.  Weverthcless, the Congress, still unimpressed, took no action.

&

The suggestions which had bceon #ade by President Madison worce rencved

-)

by President lionroc, and the Concresg, in 1818, provided $1,000 for the
crployment of a clerk, and, in 1819, $500 for officc rooms, stationery,

and incidental cxpenscs. n 1822 the Attormey Gencral was furnished with
his first official quarters, - onc room on the sceond flocr of the old

¥or Deparitment building. There the office Waé naintained until 163¢ When‘
the ittcrney Genoral, vhose staff acw consisted cf a clerk and o messcngor,

and who had acquired the mucleus of a library, meved intc rooms located on



the second floor of the Treasury Buildinge

Sixteen years later the office was removed to its third home, a brick
building on the southeast corner of Fifteenth and F Itreets. Here it re=-
mained until 1861, when, uporn the completion of the south wing of the Treas-
ury, a suite of rooms was provided on the first floor of the new addition.

Finally, after eighty-one years of existence, the office of the Attorney
General had expanded o sugh an extent, both in functions and in personnel,
that it became, in reality, ome of the executive departments of the Govern-
nent. ;in recognition of this faet, the Congress enacted the law of June 22,
1870, enﬁitled'fﬁn,Act to esteblish the Departient of Justice,” This a@t

provided that the Attorney Gencral shoulﬁ be the head of the Department,
: &

created the office of Solicitor Gencral end provided for two Assistant
Aitoéneys General., It gave to the Attornmey General the direction and control
of Uﬁited States Attorneys and all other counsel enployed on behalf of the
United States, and vested in hinm supgf?§$ory powcrs over the accounts of
Districv Attorneys, Marshals, clerks, aﬁé other officcrs of the Federal ¢courtse

ffter the creation of the Dopa?tﬁent of Justice, the Attorney Gemeral
ard his immediate staff rameined i%?%hé south wing of the Treasury Building,
while the 3Solicitor General and one Assistant Abtorney Germeral, with their
clerical forces, were quartercd on ¥ Strect, near Fourtecnth, and the other
{esiztant Abtornoy Genoral had to be content with o room in the cheerless
basanent of the Copitole.

In 1871, the Attorney Gencrcl leased for o poriod of ton yeors the
second, third amd fourth flcoors of the Freednents Bork Building on Penmsyl-

vania Avenue; cmd the entire deparitment cecupicd this speoce, with the


http:rcr.::.ai:n.ed
http:Marshc.ls

lm

cxception of one Jssistent Lttormey Cenerel vwho still retained his gloomy
quarters in the subberranecn festnesses of the Capitol, In 1882 the
Congress cuthorized the vurchose of the Freedmen's %ank building. This
wos the first real home of the Deportment of Justice. But it was not to
be & permenent one, The Department remaipned there until 1899, vwhon the
Corgress passed an act reciting that "the building now occupied by the
Deportment of Justice is tpo small for its purpose, is unscfe, overcrowvded,
cnd dangerously overlosded, and has been pronounced unsafe, after excmino-
tion by t%e proper officials of the Tréasury Department.” The sum of one
millibﬂ.dollars was approprizted for the e?ection of o mnevw buillding.

After the opproval of “his Let, the old building wes abandoned and
demolished tc meke ﬁay for the new'strucﬁare. Meanvhile, the fLittorney
Generzl and his personcl staff‘ﬁook up their abode in the Beltic Hotel on
K Strect, between Vermont ivenuce cnd Fiftcenth Street.  The other members
of the Department were distributed in various partg of the citys and the

PN

. . s ok .
library was placed in the old Corcoran Sr% Gallerye. But, omnce nore, the

hope that the Departmert was to have ayﬁame of its own failed of realization,
v

for it was found that a suitable bui}ding could not be erected for the sum
provided; and the Congress promptlyjréécinded the appropriation.

4ifter the lapse of several yeers, and to relieve an almost intolerable
gituation, the Attormey Genercl leased the building at the northeast corner
cf Vermont ivenue znd K Street. This bullding, unt;l a few days ago, has
been occupied by & major noriion of the office force. It proved to be so

inadequate in size that it was necessary to secure space in seven cdditional

buildings,
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‘I have indulged in this recital of the vicissitudes and wanderings
of~the Dep;rtment of Justice thet you moy realize with what keen delight
wey, 2t laost, take possession of our permanent home, You con easily
visualize the growth ond size of the Department by merely looking at this
hendsome cnd imposing Structure.

We are grateful to the Congress for the foresight ond thoughtful con-
sideration which prov;ded the funds for its erection. Ye salute, with
profound eppreciation, our immediate predecessors, as well as those who
designed tp;s beautiful building, and ail who have had 2 pert in its con-
struction, for the'care and wisdom which they brought to their difficult

»

tosks -

Our thoughts turﬁ, also, with abiding§gratitude to the long lire of
devoted: public servants who, since 1789, have served in this Department and

vhose labors have ever becn actucted by ¢ lofty spirit of patriotisme To

their zeal end to their probity may be ettributed the high place in the

i

public confidence which is the priceless héritage of the Department of
Justice,
"

With us, at this hour, I secm to }bél the quickcning presence of these

giants of other days - Eﬂmgnd Raadolpﬁ,ﬁﬁilliam Pinkney, Willicm Wirt, Roger
Brocke Toney, Isanc Tgucey, Calch Cushing, Jercmich S. Black, Williom M.
Evarts, Richord Olney, Judson Hormon, Joscph MeKenna - znd a host of others
whosc high lobors in the couse of justice have hollowed this spot. In
literel truth this greet building is their monument. With humble hcords and

o cortain saered pride we toke it from their hands and dedicate ourselves to

the purposes to which they devoited their lives,



Y.,

May its doours ncver be closed to those who would do Justice, or
to those whe suffer from Injustice, and moy those who rule over it risc
to that lofty vision of the founders of the Twrelfth Contury Law School
ot Bologna who visualized Justice os "clothed with dignity, ineffably
shining with rcason and cguity, and supported by rcligion, loyalty,

charity, retribution, revercncc and truth".
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