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President F&'ida.y, President ILogan, ladies and gentlemen-
"I
Tonight I would like to discuss with yeu a concern which we: have ve:ry
much in common ==~ that of demonstrations.

‘I.'ha.t there 1s a reiationship betwéen civil rights demonstrations, which
are often my concern, and student demonstrations ’ with which you® Bometimes ‘
have to cope, 1s obvious. ' '

Both are conceived as & form of protest. To a degree, the"-same tech~
niques are used. Indeed, in some instances, the same young people have
carried the heat of civil rights passions from a summer in the South onto
the campus in the fall,

But too often this heat, generated by decades of injustice and oppres-
slon against the Negro, has dissipated into a mere fever when it has reached
the campus, The similarities are only surface and there is a world of dif-
ference, : -

For & cestury the Constitution has. guarsnteed the Negro Americen the
formal legel rights of:citizenshlp and full participation in our society.

.. _For a century these Constitutional guarantees have, until recent!y, becm
1. Without real: meaning for most Negroes. '

X th:l.nk that future generations w11.1 look back upon these times with
little understanding and less sympathy and will wonder why it took so long.
And I confess that I wonder m'ysel‘f.

Initie.lly the vindication of Negro rigm;s wvas in the court.s.- Peu'ticipa-
tion in other aress of our political life was, in many parts of the coimtry,
simply not available to the disenfranchised. And so it was by the slow,
tedious, and expensive process of litigation that legal be.rz'iera ’ clea:cly
unconstitutional, were all too gradually broken down,
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The technique of substityting mess protest and demonstration for court
process is relatively recent, With it hes come a rather fuzzy and somewhat
inarticulate doctrine of civil disobedience. I say "Inarticulate" bechuse
it seems to me that every theoretical Justification for ”c:pril disobedience I |
carries its exponent too far, SR LR T

By end lerge, the Nation has viewed the protest movement in terms of
the underlying moral issue rather than in terms of leg,al niceties, And I
think thet this has been the rjght and sound response:’ The "fires of frus-
tration and discord", in Presigent Kenmnedy's phrase, were burning in every
city where legal and political” remedies for just grievances were simply not
avallgble, The people sought nedrees in the streets in demonstrations,
parades and protests. '
i

That these demonstrations have been peaceful, orderly and dignified is
a tribute to Negro leadership end to the falth Negroes have had that count-
less injustices could and would be remedied by-the process of political
change. That these demonstrations occurred also offers a lesson.

The value of a demonstration can be gauged in part by what it seeks to
demonstrate. The civil rights demonstrations in the South have in fact
demonstrated a profound truth == g truth which could be evidenced in per«
heps no other way:; +the unrest and dissatisfaction of the Scuthern Negro.

Such a statement may sound palpsbly obvious =~ until it is compared
with the soothing assurances which had so often been voiced by Southern
white leaders -- that the Southern Negro in fact accepted the caste struc-
ture of the region not cnly with complaisance, but with gratitude. o

As these protests showed, the Negro was not only not conplaisant but
held such passion for full citizenship that he was and is willing to risk
intimidation of the worst sort in his effort to achieve it.

: We may accept or approve of disobedience in g different form of governe :
ment, where there are no effective public forums for change and redress. It was !
such protest that gave this nation birth, It was such protest that was imported -
here from Cendhi's Indim .~- where it was the sole means of expression for Indi-
ans at a time wben they did not have self-goverment.

But when, as in mos‘o partﬂ of this democracy =~ for most people on most
issues -- the power to wreak change lies in the hands of the voter, we would
anticipate rather different conduct. Put plainly, we may seek redress and
change through political processes but we are expected, while we are seeking,
to obey the law.

R

The bullt~in ocutlet for grievances in our soclety is political: the
squeakier the wheel, the faster the response, normally, of sppropriate elected
officials. And yet in the South, there wes no response to Negro needs by
local officials, for there has been no Negro vote to help elect or defeat
them, The Negro not only has been the bottom layer in an economic and social
caste system; he has been systematically excluded from any expressive, partici-
pating membership in the political structure. -
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The civil rights demonstrations of the South have thus furnishéd us a
second lesson: that the Southern Negro has had no alternative method of
expressing grievances; thet his citizenship in a democracy has been -largely
irrelevant to him because he could not exercise the rights of citizenship.

- I hardly need review the devices used to discourage Negroes from trying
to vote; or the church burnings and bombings designed to discourage him from
trying to assemble., The futility of seeking public expression for the Negro
- can be epitomized by a single, insignificant incident, A Negro 'boy walked
down the street of his Southern town and was arrested., Why? Because his
tee-shirt bore the 1egend "Freedom Now. " On what charge? Parading without
& permit.

The nation largely eccepted, understood, end sympathized with Negro
demonstrations in the South, I think, 'because we recognized both that the
Negro was oppressed, and that he was so0 completely oppressed he had no other
way to seek. his freedom.

With the enactment of the Civil Rights Act of 1961+ and the Voting Rights
Act of 1965 =~ with President Johnson's unyielding canmitment to civil rights
~= the avenues to political participation are now being opened for the Negro
in the South, It 1s our ﬁmest resolve to make thet opportunity meaningful
by the next election.

" What such opportunity for political expression will mean to the mture
course and purpose of protest demonstrations will require extemsive soul-~
searching and responsible analysis. For as Bayard Rustin has shrewdly ob-
served, the relationship of the protest to the'ends to be achieved will be
more tenuous in ‘the future than 1t has been in the past. '

II‘

When I sald at the outset that I regard civil rights demonstrations and
student demonstrations as only superfieially similar, I did not mean to- sug-
gest a 'bl&nket impatience with or-disapproval of student dissent

. Let me make it plain thet I believe the ‘sccial commitment of many students,
as sometimes evidenced by protest demonstrations, to be not only protécted ‘by
the Constitution but also fortunate. Their concern with the 111s of soclety
can do muich to remedy those 1lls =~ if it is in fact a comnitment ami not .
mere.Lv a fleeting excitement. . C

‘But some student demonstrations do ra.ise questions that cannot 1ightly
go unanswered by those who would protest.

The first question is not whether they should demonstrste but whs.t 1t
1s they seek to demonstra.te.

Often, their sim has been the defense of 1ndividualism in‘a society of
mass end machine. The validity of their cause is beyond question. There'is
perhaps no more telling evidence of how widespread is our concern thax the
speed with which our vocabulary of modern individualism has become cliche.
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T Sodiety. is at the mercy of a "technocra:tsic Jugsernaut." Industrialize-
tion has polluted the spiritual climate with "depersopslization, -urbanization,
-and centralization.” The individuel, increasingly is "psychologically dIs-
possessed, " "a.lienated, " and "snonymized." o (
However trite the description, each of these: are’ ve.lid cohcems. What
' strikes me 1s the extent to which student rebels treat them all. synonymously
‘== for thet 15 the seme extent to which they obscure and perhaps ‘even el:ag-
gerete the very real speciﬁc ‘underlying concerns. - - -

v By railing so hard aga:lnst the deadening effect of the mass. generality,
they dissipate the insight and emergy which ought better be devoted to opposing
the corrupting specifics. :

_ Just how diffuse the generelity has become may be geruged from the credo
“of the Free Speech Movement in Berkeley: A ,

"We must now begin the demand of the right to knov, to know the: realities
‘of the present. world-in-revolution, end to have an opportunity to think
" clearly in an extended manner ebout the world. "It 1: ours to démand meaning
we must insist upon meaning’" 3 .

I would suggest that the beginning of meaning is 1ot %o 'synoiwmize all.
our concerns ebout the problems of modernity and technology, but the con=-
trary -«= to isolate and anelyze to. debermine what. is in fact deadening and
What 15 mtO T PP e i T., :.l'r_' .

Should. we not, for example, sort out the 1mpe.et of eize ‘and technology
on the university? For there are clear benefits for students -to reesp from
the larger school. The larger the academic commnity, the more opportunity
there is for the very diversity we prize.

I there are six professors of history vhose views 8 Btudent may reJect
the more likely, in a large institution, that there will be twelve others -
with whom he feels comforteble, If there 18 a Greek letter emphasis in
student social 1life, the more likely, in e lerge institution, that the indi-
i svvidual will be able to find & circle of independenta ‘who prize schdla.rship, .
or '-beerds, oa- music. : « e

'Fm'ther :l.n a. mechanical sense, what after a.ll, is :I.nherently ob,jec-"
tionable a‘nout baving a computer collate grades, or class schedules, or
tuition bills == if the result is faster and surer tha.n that of a clerk on
& high" btool with & quill pen? ,

What is the injury to soul or spirit if 500 re.ther than 50 othex:
students are exposed to Hegel at the same time? Fact and truth do ndt’ exist
in finite amounts » like a pot of mashed potatoes in the dining hall, to be
pro=rated according to the number of studants. Economies of scale need not
mean parsimoaies of epirit. ' I
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By re‘:}éjling with such prodigality againat 80 dii'f‘use 8 target the
target is m:!.ssed. Indeed, too often gll’a demopstration may prove is that
students Bave beccre polished in‘the’ techniques of demonstration. As. A, H.
Raskin observed in a notable discussion of the Berkeley disorders last year,
student "activists obv:l.ausly have d%veloped a vested :!.nterest in finding
thinga ‘tnoL Fight about." ' ; ‘ _

'l‘his 18- not to say that the submergence of the individual iB not a valid
mk. ~%his 1s not -to say that students should submit to the herd. It is to
say that students, like all of us troubled by the fact of dilution of the
mdividual’s role == need to sharpen and clar:lfy their a:'ms

A It is not record-keep:mg by punch card that we shcmld fear, but the
absence of animate attention to whe,t is on them. -

It 1s not an elephe.ntine lecture class that depersonal:lzes education,
but a shortage of able section mstructors w:!.th whom to discuss the 1ectures.

It is not 1dent1ca1 automobiles or toasters that we should guard. agalnst,
but the passivity tha;t can permit mess-produced forms to mold our" higher
ta.stes.

Btrb even if student targets could be 80 narrowed, it remains i’air to
ask whether demonstrationa are either an appropriate or even an effecbive

Weepon.

" The comparison == indeed the contrast == with the civil rights movement
is instructive. However valid these campus concerns may be, do they even
epproach the duration, -the directness, and the depth of the 1n3ust1ces in-
flicted on the Southern Negro? . )

On the contrary It should not be eupposed that because students use .
many of the same techniques as Negroes in the South that their dissatisfac-
tions are as profound. However deeply felt, such vaguely expressed grievances
are so pallid by compsarison with those of the Negro that to demonstrate over
them can be to dilute and deba.se the moral signiﬁcance of demonstrat:lons for

civil rights.

Put sinply, the freedom to ee.t, to vote, to learn == indeed to 1ive -
Justifies far more than the freedom to exclaim fmr-let;ter uords. :

| Dif:fns:lon of goals 18 one peril the student dissenter must acknowledge,
but there i1s also a second peril - that a demnstration becomes an instru—
ment not of persuasion but of coercion. . )

The distinction between perauasion and coercion can perhaps best be"
stated once more in terms of the Negro revolution:

The goal of the Negro must be to seek to change an entire political
system. The goal of the student 1s to seek to influence & specific decision
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or ;policy. ‘The Negro, without "access 6 any of the democratic foms of
expression, has had little choice but to demonstrate, The student, whe‘hher +
he objects to conformity or to govermment policy in Viet Nam, Bas a range of
alternatives, _ : ;e

‘- t

It ‘18 .no‘b as though students are foreclosed :ﬁ‘mm effective comunication
vith :t‘.ac\ﬂ.ty or edmimistration, It is not as though students are-denied ex-
pression through campus organizations or newspapers. Or, if they are, 1t 1is
not as though they were denied recourse. to their p,arents or the commmirty at
large.: A L U AR

Their dissent «-~ no matter how bitter or extreme - 1g welcome. It may
contribute to their goal of influencing decisions. But at the point that it:
'beccmes coercive == when stidents lie down on the tracks to block a troop
train =- protest changes from essential ingredient to something elien to the
.liberal tradition. E:t‘forts to coerce are wrong in principle and. 1neffect1ve'
in practice, : A _

III

W‘hatever else may be said, the pressures for expression and for indiv:l,d-
uality are =~ and should be == greater in the university than perhaps anywhere
else 1n society, The underpinnings of this rebelliousness surely grovw.from
whet we- mlﬂﬁ teach our youth. e

ANy W T B ok

}Ihere else could students ha.ve developed 80 passionate 8. rega:rd for -
individual dignity but in your classrooms? How else could they have found
inspiration if not for their attemtiveness to your lesscns 1in Socrates,
learning that he spoke for individual worth and freedom, of your teaching
of Immanuel Kant who said, "Treat other human beings ‘s subjects, not as
objects"; or of Martin Buber vho taught that we should regard our fellow man

: "thou“ ‘not as "it", .

Such lessons reach to %he core of li‘bera.l education. Small wonder that'
they are seized on by students, anxious as ever to seerch out the naked
emperors.of our society. L _ L :

It is perhaps inevitable thet 8o impelled the rebellicusness of yocung

pecple may go out.of focus. The queetion for you thus tay not be how to . :

quell demonstrations but rather how to commnicate to students the need to
set their faces against truly deadening conformity; how to resist the pres-

sure of that lnert hand most meaningfully; how to demonstrate, in short,

both the individuality and the respect for law that underlie our society. .
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