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Delinquency and crime present a problem of tremendous national
importance.

Thé widespread increase in crime noted during 1945 céntinued into
1946,

A 13 percent rise was recorded during the first 81x~months period
according to the reports of 1997 cities representing over 88 percent of the
nation's urban population.

Each categoryvdf.crime increased, with the ;argest rise in murder and
robbery, which- jumped 28;5 percent and 31.8 peréent, respectively.

The highest crime rates, generall& speaking, are in theilarge cities
for the more serious offenses, although smallef cities showed the sﬁarpest
increases in more categories than the larger ccmmuni%ies, dﬁring the first
six months of this year,

Compilation of figures by the FBI for the first nine months of 1946
shcw that age 21 agaln predominated in the frequency of both male and female

arrests.

Among boys_alone, the mﬁst preonounced increases,‘these fiéures for
the last nine months show, were 2i.5 percent in the 18 to 20 year old age
group, and 69;? perceﬁt in the 21 to 24 year old age group, over:the samé
period in 1945. - . -

Of some 500,000 fingerprint arrest records reviewed, the group of boys
and girls under 21 years of age, accounted for 17 percent of the total,

The arrests of these young people represented 51,1 percent of al} auto
thefts; 42 percent.of the burglaries; 25.8 percent of the rapes} and 28.4 |

pefcent of the robberies,
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The only cheerful note in these compllatlons is the fact tnat female
arrests for the flrst nine months of this vear, compa”ed with the first nine
months - of AD45, devreased 42 2 percent

The decreases were sharpest in the age gfoape undey :25. years.,

hmﬂever,.the ove:»all ﬂuJenlle crime plcture, as vou can see, can- :
“tinués & grave problem. for, us all, | '

These figures are mute ev1dence of t&e extent of this: natloqal e

‘calamity s Juvenile delinguency,

No.single factor éen.eelsegregated‘effecting the a;punt of crime in
© a given'community, ;‘v' L | VV‘ |
The population of the ei§§,xthe cempesiﬁioh of the population, the
’:eéchomie status and activities‘ef the population, élimate}eeducational,
recreational.and religious faeilities; the humbef of pelice per unituef‘
vpopulatlon, standards governing appolnt?ents to the police force,- the policies
of prosecutlng OfflClalS and the courts, the attltude of the public toward ‘
12w enforcement problems, the efflclency of local la& enforcement agencies
all’ enter 1nto the crlmlnallty of a glven commum.ty°

- The amount of crime uommltted 1s not cha“geable sol ely to the police
Bﬁt is; rather, a charge aga;gs§ the entlre communltye

The most important undertaking in the field of human endeavor is'the
organization of the_forpes of”society'against the forces of juvenile
* delinquency. | - '
Soc1ety canﬁot exist except under law and order.

National progress is Jeopardlzed when the stablllty of home life is

daily threatened by the depredatlons of youthful offenders.
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The problem challenges thg courage and vision of every wise,
patriotic citizen.

During the past year substantial achievement has been noted,

Substantial advances have been made in achieving greater interest .
and better understanding of this problem which so vitally affects the
' weifare of our nation.

The responsibility of every individual for the well-being of his
neighbor never ceases.

No serious-minded person of experience insists that the responsibility
of the community can be eliminated by passing this great\task to the national
government. |

There must be complete cooperétion,and céllaboration between the
fedéral‘government and}state, county and municipal governments, as well as
private welfare organizationg and public=spirited citizens,

There must be unity in the mobilizatlon and development of gommunity

resources.

The primary responsibility for community needs résts in the individual : T

-

community.

If the‘efforts of the community are‘insufficient,'they must be supple;
mented to the full extent of the power of the governmentf

The greatest present need in meeting this problemrests in continued
and consciously serious cooperation between all sub-divisions of the
government.

Public protection against the juvenile delinquent demands prompt,
intelligent and constructive treatment of the offender in all cases in gll

Jurisdictions throughoutAthe land.
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“The laws of this nation a?e not self-enforcing, dJust enforcement of
the laws against’crime is a necessary condition precedent to the elimination
of crime, | | -

| éhe‘agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation of the Justicé
Departmént, the agents of the investigating units of the Treasury Department,
the Fostal Inopecto”s and thelr co-workers in other branches of the govern-
ment have made enviable records in their endeavors to stamp out criminality.
The efforts of these investigators have been ably supplemented by the
'states attorneys and their a331stants and by the 01t1es and towns, acting
' through thelr prosecuting officers,
The 1awyer, comm‘tted to and actlng 1n acco*dance w1th the high
standérd of h1s pro*es51on, is an 1mportant bulwarx against 1ncrea°ed crime,
The complete removgl‘qf pp;ltlcal inflgences in the'tyeatm§nt,of
those gui}ty‘of offénses against ﬁpe sﬁgte is a must in crime prevention.
| Thé’élimigation of politics within the police departments,of.evgry
c1ty and town 1n our country would add greatly to the abillty of responsible
” ubl:Lc offlcn.als in their flght against crime. N
rovement of penal and correctlonal systems in all branchcs is the
obgectlve of all 1nterested in nhe admlnlstratlon of Justlce.
Bvery ald to rehgbllltatlon’must be._made aya;;able ﬁp oiﬁenders
égainst‘society; , |
The éost éf ;ﬁéh éids, irreSpe;tive of aﬁounf, is insignificant when
the ends sought to be achleved are cons1dered. e

Standards ﬂovernlng probatlon and parole offlcers must be malntalned
at the hmghest level
A broad program of social betterment resulting in decrease of idle-

ness and increase of recreational facilities for the youth of our country
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can obtain the most far-reaching results.

Playgrounds, athletic fields, municipal swimming pools, gymnasiums

and libraries all are designed to benefit youth and prevent crime.

The high incidence of crime, as evidenced by the statistics set forth

in the semi-annual bulletin, 1946, of Uniform Crime Reports for the United

States and its Possessions, issued by the Federal Bureau of Investigation,

presents the question "Do the roots of delinquence and crime lie in

adolescence?!
The answer is 'mo".

The individual in the period of adolescence is going through mental,

moral and physical deveiopment.

He or she is under emotional diéturbances due to immaturity which can

readily produce delinquency.

Delinquency is but an expression of the emotional difficulties of

which youth may or may not be conscious,

Cne prinéipal cause of such emctional conflicts is found in improper'

home environment.

The absence of a parent from the home is not necessarily the cause of
delinquent. behaviorism, |

A home wherein there is lack of affection between the parénts results
in an unhealthy attitude towards the children,

The child neglected, the physically or emotionally abused child, the

- c¢hild with an overdeveloped inferiority complex, is the child who most easily

becomes delinquent.

The home is the basis of society, -— the home is the creator of moral

behaviorism,
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Grave responsibilities rest upon parents in the battle against
delinguency. | | ‘
. Thé failurelof the family to provide emotional stability for children
makes for:natiohal insecurity; |
The neighborhood environment‘is of importance in the attempt to stamp
out delinguency. o
Bad neighborhoods are the feeding ground of dzlinquents,
| The "gang" develops in bad neighborhoods.
\\ The gang may not be the cause of’juveniie criﬁé; but it is an important
’factor in the dévelépment'bf juvenilé attitude and coaduct. - ,
It is to be remembered that the delihqueﬁﬁ gang is coﬁﬁosed of those
who were délinquent before they joiﬁed the gang.
The gang has no place in a democracy.
The exterminaﬂion'of thé gang is the primary responsibility of thé
community, |
I would pause for a’minute to commentAubon the relationshipVbetween
incipient.insanity and juvenile delinquéncy. |
?oo ofteﬁ the‘jﬁvenile is cémﬁitted tO‘meAtal'insfitutions for purposes
of observation. ‘
Thelpréiééﬁién of society démands care against the harm caused.by ﬁhe
mentally deficient. | |
| o This islequally”true whether the poténtial harm-doer is adolescent or
adult. | | ‘ | |
It is the task of the community to bring to b ear on:the major broblems
of ﬁnﬁth all the wisdom and ﬁndefstaﬁding'gained from compilation of statistics

and facts, institutions of common sense and professional skill,
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Youth forms an integral part ef our democracy,

Youth is dependent‘upén democracy and de@ocracy is dependent upon 1t,

Tﬁé héaith and educatioﬁ for the formation of mind and character must
be provided in a manner harmonious with the trg;ning necessary for future
democratic leadership. | |

bamoéracy is not onky‘interested in sound leadersﬁ;p.,»

Démocracy must prepare the youth of America for’thg digchérge of the
duties of cltlzenship.

There must be 1nculcated into the m;nds and hearts of the youth of
America the desire for llving in acccrdance thh those ideals which have made
Amerlca great, ' A

| Every community must be concerned about the Children‘of.phe unemployed,

Every community must be concerned about the children who lack adequate;‘
shelter, food or clothlng bacause of the inabllity of their parents to nmeet
the presentﬂday hxgh cost of livzng.

Migratory families, with no settled place of residence or normal
relationshlps are cemmnnlty responsibillty. .

The ch;ldren of minorlty groups subjected to discrimination and
prejudice must be aided by the communlties in whlch they live if we are to
prevent racial and religious dlfferences from accentuating the problem, :

Children must have adequate medlcal service aqd attention.and must be
able to attend schools.prcperly aquipped for’ﬁheir needs,

This is community respon31bility.

Chlldren must be given every opportunlty to obtaln the inestimable
benefits of religious 1nf1uences.

Children must be given the right to live in a manner which will afford

them throughout tﬁeir_lives“security and happiness.
‘ ' - (OVER)
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The local community, your community, not Washington, is the focal point
for the provision of every underfaking which will assure the promotion of the
health, education and well-being of the youth of America.

America emerged from World War II with the greatest material puwer of
any nation in the world.

Today, we are engaged in a struggle to awaken the peoples of the world
to the neéessity of higher cultural and Spiritual, as well aé material,
standards of living if we are to obtain permanent peace.

America‘will not fail in the achievement of the ideals which made us
| victorious ip war as long as our citizens and their children respect and obey
the laws of the land.

lMoral and spiritual decadence can destroy our nation.

The defeat of c¢rime and corruption calls for the exercise of wisdom
and restraint. |

I have recently requested the sporfswriters of America to assist me
in the attack the Office of the Attorney General is making upon juvenile
delinquency.

I havé received unqualified support from this body of men who play such
. an importarnt rfle in the formation of the character of the youth of America
in the field of sports.

%They are all in accord that the communities must prpvide healthy out-
lets for emotional téndencieso

Playgrounds, advantageously located in sufficient number, are a prime

consideration,
Such playgrounds should be expansive and commodious,
Swimming pools, tennis courts, baseball diamonds, football fields,

facilities for basketball ~- all these and more should be made available for
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the youthful residents of a given locality.

Club houses and social settlements should be established in communities.

This program should provide a choice of activities wherein youth of all
temperaments would find an outlet for healthy American energies.,

I velieve it is safe to say that every veteran hoped for an Americas
which would provide his chil&ren with these opportunities so necessary for
good citizenship.

The responsibility is upon the community to see that these hopes and
aspirations of the veterans are fulfilled,

There are other problems confronting ever& city and town in this nation.,

Taxation and révenue, public utilities, post-war programs, pension and
retirement plans, labor relations and housing -- all occupy position of im~-
portance in the deliberations of public officials,

All these problems can and will be solved but the basis of their solu-
tion, as in the problem of juvenile delinquency, rests upon cobperation and
more cooperation between 21l subdidivions of the federal, state and city
govérnmentsg

The federal government cannot encroach upon the state responsibility,

The federal government, however, is ready and willing at all times, in
accordance with the law, to render such assistance as the individual state

may deem necessary or desirable,



