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It is good to be back in the blue grass -« the land of Danielﬂﬁodne - of
the Iroquois and Qherokees - of ilne horses - beautiful women = snectacu¢ar ‘
football teams ~ and most 1mportant of all ~ Centre College. I remember well
the exploits of EBo McMillen and the Praylng Lolonels. Their fame reached even'

to Texas. . T e
Little did L dream then that I would be at this time participating in thls__
heart-warming hcme-coming celebratlon. I am thrllled at the opportunity of
joining-you in inaugurating Cenﬁre's great "Forward Program" ~ indicative of
the real spirit of our America of foday. o
.Ushering in this new era of progress, we today induct Dr. Walter
Alexander Groves into tﬁe Presidency of this renowned institution. It is
fortunate that Centre ﬁas such a world'scholar and educator to lead her in this
next phase of her outstanding contribution to American life. He will carry on
with reneﬁed energy the courage and foreéight of thoée Presbyterian pionegrs
who established yqurvschool here 128 yéé}s‘ago. Congratulations, Centre
College = and Godspeed, Dr. Groves. o
It is with a feeling of'daép-ﬁumility that I receive the degree which
Centre College is th;s day bestoﬁing upoh me, 'i an fully aware of its rgpute.
The distinction which goes z%,vith it I shall aJ.ﬁays cherish as a tribute to the
ffice of the Attorney General of fhe:United °+atés;‘
Rooted in a tradition that goes back to the ""dark and bloody ground” of
Indian days, Centre College is 1dent1fled with the history of a great Ccmmon-
~ wealth, From its soil came 1mm0rtalc llke “1ncoln, Harlan and Brandeis.
In present-day life its Senlor Senator Alben Barkley - a noble Kentuckiaﬁ -

a true -American -~ has helped shape the legislative policies of our nation for
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_a quarter of a century..::

_Today three of its sons sit.among the nine justices of ‘the Supreme Court

- of the United States,.Chief Justice Fred M. Vinson, Associate Justice

_Stanley Reed and Associate Justice Wiley Rutledge: = ' =°'°
Certre is = and should bte = proud of the Chief Justice of the United
States.. It was here that he sejured the education.that led him to the heights
in all three branches of our Federal Governmentx%FLegislative,‘EXecﬁﬁivé and
lJudiqiali it is my good fortune to know him —fand to know him is to Xdve him.
With you I pay homage to him and the devoted life he has led for his fellow
Aﬁericans,.

_ Centre furnished another diStinguished-member of this highest tribunal,
_ mr. Justice John M, Harlan of the Class of .1850. His bequests to Centre are
N well\known to‘yqu,

in t§e shadow of these great figures of our national life, two of whom
have gmapaped from this little giant among the shcools of America, Centre
College has always occupied a foremost,pléce in the educational world..
N In,tyg midst of this home-coming celebrationy L find that you‘are

~engaging inAabfo;m;Qf rededication. . Your “Forward Program" will give Centre
, the physical meansvto;discharge‘her.impgftant obligationis. « Proud of her
past = and of those who have graduated from her halls‘— Centfe“realiées.full
 well its obligations to Kentucky —~ to America and 4o the world.. :This "Forward
A“‘Prog;amf‘ig a}mggt_ngcessary‘epdeavor for never -in the history of American
education havqlthg'shpqo;§vbeen spvheaVilyApaxed;by‘demands for space and
_:hqusing_apd.foq_bregdph of curricula - and,néﬁer,in“h;sﬁory=wa5yit more neces-
sary for"the spregq;pfftrue education thap gtlthe present. .Your brilliant

record assures overwhelming success in this building-and=endowment campaign.
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Many heavy respoasibilities res?t upon the colleges of America in this
hour. The thrusts of international affairs havé“been delivered with rapiér-
like rapidity. Sitting in our rocking chair ba.ck in 1941, ws were thrust into
wars victory has now brought home thousands‘of young men and womén thirsting
to commence or cémplete their delayéd séhooling° Toc; on ouf domestig froent
war's end has brought many problems. Victory, too, ﬁhrust us into the position
of .the foremost world power for the restoration of peace. |

This series of events has made it imperééivé that Ameriéé.produce an
ever-replenishing stream of young, intelligen£ leadership shcooled not only in
domestic knowledge, but in the affairs and problems of the world.

Your new President = DIr. Groves - is peculiarly fitted by background to
lead you in this new era of international relations. His studies and teachings
in foreign lands -’Iétan%ul - Teheran - Iran; his réligious and.philosophical
" approach; his war experience; his schdlarlﬁ aitéinments, all goint to his fit-
ness as a true minister of democracy. |

The Great Teacher gave us the fundamental concept of leadefship in
these eternal words: | | “

Who so would bécome great zmong you shall be your

minister; and who so would be the first among you shall be

your servant; even <o the‘Son of Man came not to be ministered

unto, but to minister, and to give his iife a ranscm for

many."

Service to otliers is the test of true greatness. It is the test of
each of s - in our homes, our communiﬁies, our nation and in the world.

I have been acutely bonscioﬁs of the demands made uéqn‘the men and women

who operate our Government in meeting the crises and the new obligations of
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peace. Under tihis staggering load,‘éhéy have performed well, and have ably
demonstrated that in Washington, as in the. field, or at Lake Success, or in
“the ‘American Embassies throughout the world, there is little place for persons
~“Wwithout talent or training; that the need for more and even better trained
leadership is imperative, if we are:to keep pace with the demands upon America.
‘The colleges ‘of America = like Centre = are. the tfue workshops of peace..

ks President Truman said: "In preparing ocur vebterans and our other' young
men and women to live in the new atomic age, education .faces the greatest

challengé in history. What may have been sufficient yesterday is not suf-
- ficient today."

I believe our young people realize this, It cannot be oniy chance that
there are 2,300,000 students enrollied in the nation's colleges this year, the
“YLargest number in our history, an increase of 1,0C0,000 over the pre-war peak

- year ‘of 1939~40. I am .happy to learn that the United Stases Office of
-Education believes "There is no time in the foreseeahle future when college
attendance in this country will decline,"

In Russia young people are the recipients of Komsomol Pravda. ~ a news=—
paper published by the party and devoted to youth. Literally transilated
Komsomol meansg' "youth" and Pravde means 'bruth.' What a travesty on truthl
The copy I had translated and read was.deceptive propaganda.

This edition. purported to give an account-of the conditions under which
Americen women live, - It depicted those conditions as.virtual slavery without
rights and privileges. How ridiculous! Would that Russian women, amd women
throughout theé world, could live, ‘work and grow under the conditions that
America offers to its womanhood. -

It also rails against lLack of opportunity. for youth in America - here
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where opportunity for youth is never fenced in = where youth is free to
think and do - limited only by his own ability and ambition,

'In addition to a curricula devoted to our alm, we must develop an exchange

of :students. This will nake a significant contribution to international under=-
standing and good will., Py bringing foreign students to our shores, we give

‘them at. first hand a lessop. in true Americanism.  The law permits the op-

plication of foreign cu:fenciéé; dérived from the sale of surplus materials
which were lying,qverseés at the end of the war, to finance a program of
education abroad. | |

Thus we. are beating the'éwofd of surplus war material on foreign s0il in-

to the ploughshares of education. By carrying out this program with foreign

- currencieg, it becomes feasible reality in this day of critical "dollar”

shortages throughout tﬁe worid,

In general the funds will be used for financing s@udies,‘research.and
other educational{acpivities by American citizens in the shcools and institu-
tions of higher learning 1oca%e&iin foreign countries.

"In addition, the citizens of foreign countries may pursue studies in

-Ameriecan schools and institutions of higher learning. Exchange of students

will;. indeed, be worlé:demoéracy at work. -

Lur educational.iﬁstitutions as well-as our Government cannot pérmit
themselves to mark tiﬁe. .Théy mﬁét assume & leading role in the new dis-
coveries of this age. _Zhé‘éhySical sciences have in a sense bepoﬁe specialties
in our>edugationalvinsti?ﬁtiohs.h'It is interesting to note how indispensable
they were in thajdeveloPhénﬁ Ef atbmic’energy.

While atomic energ§ is one of tﬁé'major'issues of our time everywhere in

the world, its international control is at this point far from achievement.
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It haﬁgs~as‘the Sword -of Damocles over the ﬁorld. We must devote our best
efxorts to control its use. B )

Democracy must build its strength not onlf on military mlght, but on the
‘“Broad ba31s of world.frlendshlp - and rellglon. It has been .o well ‘said
"a mlﬂhty fortresq is our God«" " Vet about han of our pecple are not connectec
with any church. There can be no phJ51cal freedom without spiritual freedom.
e mnséjpreparevou:selves to fight Godless ideologies. In so doing, we must
attraco back to the profession the 350,000 teachers who left -our schools
durlng the war; we must increase the salarieé'of those remaining now - énd
"above all - we must.secure quallfled teachers. |

| It ;s’regnettable indeed that we have neglected this important aspéot of
our 1ife,

Qur greatest statesmen in the past uhde:étood.the}importancevof education
in the ouildihg of a nation. \ |

They understood that a real democracy was 1ﬁposslble without an educated
people. Today that necessity looms stronger than ever.

A person who could -not read and write was a being ngt contemplated by
the génius‘of our Constitution., The foundéré of our political system expressed
again and again that no people that are not eniigﬁtenedipanglong remain free.

‘Education is the best means by which freedem with a}l that it implies -
its privileges and its obligations - is ondé}stood and its principles main—
tainod; Yes, we hear much about freedom fodaj. | |

This is one of the outstandingly heartenlng 51gns of our times =.the
peoplels concern over liberty. But talk alone will not guard it.

Freedom has never. been. permitted to go unmolested It has always been in

danger.
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In the words of Thomas Jefferson, "Enlighten the peopie génerally and
‘tyrénﬁy and oppression ¢f body and mind will vanish like evil spirits at the
dawn of day."

Demooracy‘can be advanced but little faster than the general level. of in-
ielligence.

It therefore becomes the responsibility of a nation to provide the means
whereby the intellectual and physical energies of the forgotten and neglected
groups of our citizenship are not cnly cultivated but aroused to an effective
loyalty to ouf country.‘ | |

In the words of Henry Van Dyke, "We want American education, so that
every citizen shall not orlly believe in demceracy, but know what it means,
‘what it costs and what it is worth."

And when only a fraction of our citizenry knows what the Constitution and
the Bill of Rights are - when only a segment of our population is familiar
with the baslc precepts on which the country is founded - then our liberties
are truly in peril.- |

It is in such a climate of limited knowlédge that the purveyors of false
ideologies find fertile ground for their sinister'activities,~ Here is pro~
vided the opportunity from within cur sﬁores for the subverters of the
American-ideal to do their insidious work. Our.ﬁeglect'becomes their ally.

The solution fmust be found in education, both spiritual and academic. It
is particularly important that we have a knowledge of the history ox our
country and its basic institutions.

Let us face some cold facts. Inva recent test of American historical
events among a certain group of teachers some believed and told us that

George Weshington singlehandedly wrote the Declaration of Independence; that
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'“the ;111 of ﬁlghts ‘guarant ced’ free education for all; that the Monroe Doctrine
guarénteea equal rlghts; 'that Robert E;'Lee Was President of the Cbﬁfédérate
States, and that the United States acquired the western States ffom Spain in
'FtﬁéLSééhiéh;ﬁméficaﬁ war. o
No wonder sueh guess answers are given when you learn that only 18% of
ufour colleges and uni. ver31ties r@ouvre tne studg of United States history as a
v"prerequlslte to a degree, and on»y 28% require it for admission.
| In t%e llght of my experlence as Ab térney Generai;hl would emphasize
the teaching of history. The American schools and colleces should infuse in=
to such tﬂachm~r the eaciiement, the’ romance and the drama, now too often
7ather1ng dust in *hﬂ 11brarles of th@ countrya |
They should glve a graphic plctume of our ba51c rlghts - to which the
AhAmer¢ﬂan people are entltled, and whlch they so edgerly seek.' rhlS is touch-
1n01y 1llustrated by the vaot ‘mul titudes greeting the Freedcm Traln everywhere
.1n the hOpe they‘may'get a gllmpse of the sacred historic document& it is
carrymg .
‘ ThlS is 1ndlcat1ve of how Vltal 1t is that the school and college facili-
“tles be expanded | | - |
| Thls gatherlng here has been an in%pifétion to me, I am sure that this
soul«stnrrlng challenge to the eduoatvonal leaders of our country w1ll be met.
”f‘Your three~day 1aunch1n of this "Forward Progran" is a green llght on
the modern hlghway of educaulon. '
At this critical period of our history, every citizen’shduld have an
ﬁnderstanding of our democracy and its way of life, The best defense against

destructive ideologies is to have an inventory of what we have in our house =
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what we are defending,
As has been truly said: "MMen will always fight for their CGoverrment ac—
cording to their sense of its wvalues. To value it right, they must understand

it. <They cannot do this without education."
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