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You may have.heard that we on the New Frontler are. i‘ond of quotmg s:::holars o
 and artists. I'd like to take as my text today ‘some “words’ froti orie who ‘may“fiot be
& scholar and who aome may fmd 1a.ck1ng in art, but. whoae expenencé no une “gan’ ‘{; o
i question. o o | oo -Jai
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Sophie ‘I‘ucker once sa:.d.

o "From birth to elghteen, a girl needs good parents. A et ety
"From eighteen to thirty-five, she needs good looks. :i»il. : s
From thirty-five to fifty-five, a good personality. A AR S
And ai‘ter that she needs good cash. "

o : Cale e foel ey .
f’keds do’ chanse over’ tﬁe Years, ‘and I would l:lke to talk with' you' ~%onight el

;{ about what your country needs’ from the 1abor movement. This fieed hab’ ‘bli&?}g;&'fﬁnwa '

: change is taking place now. : ESTR ISt e T

e o RS

‘ v
" In'the’ early days of’ unions, ‘the fight was simple” etibtigh. *When askéd what the

'1abor movement wan;hed, Samuel Gompers summed it up. succinctls' He séld, “@?}5’_”&\; Pl

: Unions were then preoccupied with the struggle for more money, and better ‘mdi'k:

¢ ing conditions.,. f.I’hJ.s was needed not only for the workers but for the good of the ~ .

- country, and the labor movement fulfilled a great need by bettering the lot"bf mangr o

. Americans. , Ll

"

”v n'”i

Much has been won in th:.s fight. Workers here engoy the hlghest standard of
1living anywhere. And they should contimie to’enjoy increased benefx'bs &19 “they RO
share in the gains in productivity which the economy makes.. = /. skt o

After its early ‘struggles, labor expanded its interest and becameactive'in
the broad front-of social Tegislation. The child laber laws, minimm wage and hbuir.
" laws, and industrial safety laws are but a few examples of the ‘work of labor: 1:1’2&!8
) legn.slatlve halls.= _

Again, these measures have benefits ,the entlre nat:.on--nct CmJy labem Théiv‘ 2
- union movement was fulfilling a need for progressive influence in this country.
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The labor movement has served its country well in the front ranks of the -
evolution, which has adopted traditional American principles to a changing, complex:
society. o k

In more recent times, the labor unions have filled another need. They have
given to this country a new type of leader--a selfless, dedicated person fighting .
for the interests of his constituents but dedicated-also to the general public in- |
terest. With their responsibilities to their members in a trust relationship and
their responsibilities to the public, labor-leaders are a new breed--a sort of ‘
quasi-public official. -

It is true that a very few have betrayed their trust but the overhwelming
majority serve their members and the public well,. -

3

Good union leaders make excellent public leaders in the legislati\.re and execix-A
tive branches. Your president, Alec Rose, is the kind of leader here in New York . ;
who brings credit to all in political life.

=

.. The iabor .l'!iqt‘rﬂe:m'eﬁf st continue to, perfom these 'traditionaI; fixhc_tions. It
must keep.the attributes of its youth and cannot shed them as Sophie Tucker's girl :
must. But in its maturity, there is a new, additional duty which:the labor move- |

ment must carry-.and this may be its most important function of all.

0. hi e S AT e bt . R

The labor movement in this country must play an ‘increasing_part in making
Anerica understood among. the nations. of the world. This is a t;me.when.two-fchirds ]
of the three billion people of the world are choosingthe path their nation will
follow--democracy or totalitarianism. . e e :

‘The decisions they make in this decade will determine the face of the world
for a leng time and our: future is closely tied to what. they do. If the presently
uncommitted. nations decide: to bow to totalitarian government, we are. in trouble.

PO P T R WA VR P

There is an ever-present danger that they will do so. 5
. On my recent trip abroad,: the most disconcerting thing 1 discovered was the |
ignorance of the United States among many of the people who will make. the decisions,,
and as the philosopher Goethe said, "There is nothing more terrifying than 1gnoranc§:
in action." o e ' , , . "

~ The debveloping“hat'i;ﬁs;:i.f they are uninformed, can be éqgily 1ed to totali- a
tarianism by the beguiling promises, the misleading claims for'efficiency and the . °
feigngd concern for the individual of the Communists. 1

We .mu.st' inform these pecple of the.way America works so that they will be able
to make responsible decisions. . C o ' o :

i

We do not want to impose our way of government on eirery nation in the world,
but the people of every nation must have a chance to see the advantages of democ- . |
racy in action and be able to choose that which is good for them. =

American labor unions are a vital factor in this task of making America under-
stood across the world for two reasons.. , _ : : N f
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f . Firsty thereis no bebter"éatémprie of Amgricm ﬂemcracy in- effthJ.Ve action
than “the Yabor unicwm ﬂni;ms;x%ﬂtm dargsy are democratic orgam:zauons mth i
L freely chosen leaders and poli&i}ss determined by the menharshlp.~ pemoe T e

:- " They coriders ﬂmselvesmth individual- dxgnity not: only m Jchelr -aims but. in
hezr néthsd.) 1 Wedave tio' bettexr examplo of .what as wor'hhv Of em:latian abroad:. than
the workings of a good union. STRE ‘. I R e

iSedonidly; Labor ~artions i other countries are one of -the .crucial forms in which
i America's Et6ry migt ‘be héards -In the developing natians,. -umnions. are just coming of
i age. In some cases, they have just been allowed full freedom; in others they are

1 st:.ll struggliﬁg'for shat 'freédom.a R E R R S '
. T S I L PO S L £ ﬁ:sf IESRT Pl TR R I S leeld
But in almost every country they will have a 1arge pa.r‘b to play in the pa(t,h{]'-

. their country follows. Even where only lip service is pald to representative _govern-
f ment, the ‘¢onvicEions «of I§§or m'tions mist be cons:tderad. Sas ST L e

! rr ZONRSG ”:"V)f.j ""F ‘ tn "‘ e g "\. RO (Xr - »‘; re eQ" S

Yet, unhapplly, labor 1eaders in other natn.ons know little of- th:;s cethry. A

-k

-

i T Oonmy '&ripﬁabi'oad; I:tanced ‘to ' many: Iaber-leaders. aa mellas rank and file mem~
{ bers.” “Oves *and lo¥ar agdinol wdsdismayed by the misconceptions about-Ameriea. Ahay-~

] harbored LTy maﬁyﬂée}sés ‘tHe3e misconceptions were- obviously ca.reful:ly planted,. - -
F ot Lo oanoloe e romint gaceawn! g LRI R S T T
1 In Japan, I had a long conversation with Aklra Iwal, a. leader .of ithe langestw
f labor organization in the country. He has an open and alert mind; in fact, he was
i orie”of. tl{ié ‘brightestrand mdshs:ntelllgent personahtles I .met on my«entzre tmp.
TN TGS SFRLE B 31 JHig e ¥ OT, "" o8 da Al AL I . N oA - I
] Yet, he had somw~dlmpst Srighten:'mg misconeeptmns about. t.he xUnitegl St.ates‘ ~.In
i serious discussion, he contended that our country was run by the Morgans and the

1 Rockefe&lérsaand*thatﬂwe'*mrencapztahst mpemallsts. A santle. B 1 T

A L N i | ‘,“' R FUIATEL S 4 tnale ‘ f v gl

Yo o e
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_ I assured him that this country was not being run by the Rockefellerl's ,or, thé‘, ;
. Morgans. I did agree that we were capltallsts, but po:.nted out that we were not
impeﬁallstSaWw?ﬂem.;d suil ni =epcdd H P M SR s {1 N T A Comeay
3 g LIS D honts o2 "’j’ e 08 c..i Fhe ZEDS "“ 4 :' T N ey ‘
] When I suggested that the actions of the Comnunists in H\mgary a.nd 'l‘ibet were
1 mperialistich wmﬂ&“mtﬂag'ree.in ttmsemtezms-w e S EAF X0 00 G gl
' oy Likiv obnre ospmotr dr Lo mseant Lo S T N N L ) -
< Hebe was a'wellcihformdd:lsader of:.a. na.t:.on vithlan advanced laber Lmevement. -
grossly misled about what is going on in the United States. .The. situation.in. 1333
developed countries is worse. '
ST o0 Lokn Linsdfnes Joedln b 00 apr croewn s BRe i Er Fuemoen eeaT
v Thls is the new need the labor movement in this country mafnpeet.ﬂﬁweigf‘era\ and
. union leaders in other countries must know more about you and your role in American
life and: mrmhﬂmvmnta over:the. past.yearss znc: o~ o s il

- oan-Unions 4R :Lherdeva*loplng ‘nations will be; follewing in.your fopisteps, .,They will
. be winning benefits for their members, influencing legislation apd: provn.ding leaders
for their nation. . The way in which they seek their gains, the kind of laws they ‘

' will and: theskind of! leaaers'fthsy.vd_ll provide. are bemg determined now,, ; .

Miea Y Ba-j’Sﬁ{ & Foem niod =, R I TP S TR Dol Qe Pk '.,

v 7§ They Cormmnd, sta- are. seehng:bo way-thege_ dsc:ts:wnsa*p»thei,r ends. Weu:x&é{sé}e
that our side of the story is told.
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the labor moveément. ~You perhaps. better ﬁmr.,iim}otl%n:ﬂegméqt of- national life, i
have met the Communist challenge and:defeated it. - =7 "~ i ovoov o T

The lessons that Jim Carey é.rx‘dlgﬁéltier:,‘Renthén ancfmanif OWI‘G learned in fight- |

ing the Communists can be put to good 1sé now.s: ~Unions in athercountries are facing .

-and made z@ reality. - .

the same enemies ang the same tactics you defeated. L
As we are sharing our technical krowledge to -advaucer:'rndusti‘y‘.-.pur: military ‘
knowledge’ to- bol‘stezj‘ defense;, Wwe must ‘share our-knowledge-of -union _dechracy.:p b

I know that much is being done already. American-unionsy through the .-.I»n'.terpa.. }
tional Confederation of Free Trade Unions, have brought help and hope to 60 million
workers in over a hundred nations. s~ . - Yol s gee wess Lyoypoto )

' R R B B R S T R U S I SR

Through the ICFTU and.the cooperating. trade secretariats, labor organization .
has been improved in many countries. Better labor organizations mean a better
chance for de'm"oérécy.’ e I T P T . N T e K

7 ety e o
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The new American Institute “for Free:Labor: Development will-do.a great deal to
help our friends 'in Latin America: -This program, will teach-union~leaders from - ..
Latin American countries not ‘only organizing-and leadership techniques, but also -
assist them in such social progress as low-cost housing, credit unions, and adult
and vocational education, = . e et e g o - A

. . Tomee 7 e, -
oo B S 1 P RS A T A

EY LI [

: - : : L LR T G T T S AR AT TUE I )
This is the kind of action we need:.: It is:an‘example of private citizens sup~
plementing, expanding and diversifying the efforts of government. It is also an ex-
cellent example of American labor and industry.working togethers -~ =.. . . |

T e

You in the Hatters Unions, 'I-filinéia: ‘have worked throu'ghsrtheviri{arnational(}arsi
ment Workers Union and have contributed both money and talent to your fellow workers
overseas. = ' ' K R Bt oottt

R L T o
Other individual unions have helped those in like trades.overseas.-:The new- . !
program of the United Auto Workers is an outstanding example. :
. . v T . = ey - Ll "l’f.ﬁ'!"' ';."{j D Ve n e e
The unions of this country have done as much, if not more, than any: other
sector of our society in overseas aid. Yet, because of the urgent and vital nature
Of'tljl'e'problem,'» your country is' now asking ofyou what Samuel:Gompers used--te:ask
of the countsy, "™more®, ... .~i- - . .%o . L. T S e

Your present programs of aid through the ICFTU and direct contacts should be
continuéd and eXpanded.= U . . cemeian e oaen L. ooLng
P R L. Co Setme e . g s gh t.,.!; . SL S ~ U
Direct contributions to unions overseas must‘be:coni':inued and-expanded. . .. :/ ‘

! §

‘New ideas Such as the ‘Institute for Free Labor Development must be encouraged

The labor movement' with its clése relationships.overseas is partidularlj well.
qualified to determine how the American story can be told most effectively and how
our friends abroad éan"be helpéd. We, in government, will welcome your -suggestions.

te
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I realize that these may éppeaj &0 be bubdensome demands upon your treasury and
your time. But today there is nd grbdtér service that any group of our society can
perform.

Unions have served this country well throughout their history. I am sure they
will meet this new need in the same measure they have fulfilled the others.

I hope that if I go abroad again, I will find labor leaders and union leaders
well informed of the role of unions in America. If they are, they will be well
impressed. And they will be eager to contribute to their nations, the achievements
| you have given to America.




