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Welcome by 

to the 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON BAIL AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE 


Wednesday., .May 27, 1964 


Department of State Auditorium 


Mr. CbiefJustice, Jud8e Botein, Mr. Schweitzer, and members of the 

Conference: · 


It is an honor to welcome you todB¥' to the first National Conference 
on Bail and Criminal. Justice. It is also a source of deep satisfaction 
and confidence 1n our legal system. For so many distinguished judges, 
public offiCials, lawyers, am citizens to take the time to come here from 
every state,· and from several. foreign countries as well, testifi.es warmly 
to our concern that. justice be equal for all Americans. 

Here in WashlDgton 30 years ago, Attorney General Homer Cummings con­
vened the first Attorney General t s Conference on Crime. It was a higbly 
successful. meeting, with a d1st~nguished roster. of participants. Some of 
you here t~ were here then and you know the importance of that coDfer­
ence to the development of the fight againSt modern c~ • 

. . Many of you -- police, sherif"ts, prosecuting e.ttorneys -- are deeply 
involved in that flghtevery day. You are meeting your responsibilities 
with intelligence, VigUance, and dedication. Yet the problem of enforc­
ing the law extends beyond investigation, arrest and prosecution. It in­
volves our whole system of criminal justice. 

Many of you here today have other responsibilities in this bro8.tier 
field. As judges, probation ,o:tf'icers, prison official.s J and organization 
represerrtatives, you administer our courts, a.nalyze the causes of crime, 
help protect the rights of indlviduals J and seek to fight against poverty 
and delinquency. The President's Comm1ttee on Juvenile Delinquency and 
Youth Crime, Which made the grant for planning this Conference, is vitally 
concerned with these problems. 

This Conference was called to deal particularly with a problem central. 
to all of these res]?onsibilities. The relationship of ball to criminal. 
justice is a subject Which involves fair treatment for our fellow citizens 

http:testifi.es


in court, whether ar:rested for speed.1ng or burglaryI whether guilty or 
innocent. This relationship determines what ~ppenS to them atter they 
have been accused but bafore ~h8y have been tried. It may well affect 
their future attitudes toward'iaw'f8.tid:·their chances for rehabilitation. 

'.'C~:tc;?:::~ • ',: ;' " ... :' ". , 
Yet one of the mOst surpris'ing: ._--::iU.1a '~~b~~,ng -- disclosures of 


recent studies is that whether or not a man makeif ball has a Vi tal. effect
on whether.J,.J.~ Innocent, he will be' acquitted and whether, if guilty, he 

will recefvEF'e'<tUal'lOpp'o~un1ty ~9r p~oba~ion. 


'. • .. t· ~ • • • 

~. .:. ": ... ', : " '. ":' I, ..... 
By the time we co.nclude on ~ida.yJ I bo:pe ell ·ot!-o.s':will ha.ve a bett

understanding of our bail' system:· and what :we can do to improve 1 t. The 
programs and exper~nts you will hear about have generated new technique
for rel.easlllg accused persons pr10r to tr1aJ.,' ,:without hampering law enfor
~¢I. ~~hout increasing crime, and without prompt1ng defendants to flee. 

• • ~•• ' 4" ,. : '. '. 

These techniques 'have"'fiscal' V8l.ue. They can, help' to increase the 
ef~1c,iency of police forces aDd they can save communities' the substantial.

.costs· .qt:unnecessary detention. 
 .. . '......... ~.: ,::' .. " , 

~.' '::~t- s~gnificant,. .~l;11ch has 
 ' . j14Btl~e:~\ ahead of the cost of Justieet the~e techniques have social vaJ.ue. 
They C!sn: enable, courts to ta.ilor bail dec1s1ons to the!~1iid1ViduaJ... ,They 
can enable lawyers to dO~.a bettexi' job of r.p:resent1ng tbeir clients. And, 

,mos:t...important of all, 't1iey 'can 'save countle~s, cltizens from neecP.essly or 
 ;.'~.1~~~Y" spending days or weeks or months 1n j'ail. . 
 
.~, .... ,:,' One of the persons deeply 90ncerned ' with .thl~. problem. was I I discover, 
an equaJ.J.y concerned partlcipant r'1n the Attorn~y 'General.' s Crime Conference 
30 years 'ago ~ Then be was a young district attoJ;Dey from Alameda· CountyI 

C~iforn1a, where he had al.ready· established a f1~ reputation for law en­
forcement in the West. , Yet. he modestly told the Coriference that I except 
for .~ little e~r~nt In bis Own county,' rfI can conceive of no reason 
why ·,t1:re} Attorney, General shoUld have selected. me for tb1s discussion. n. 

I 	 '. • " • • 
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I doubt that anyC?~ .~ere today will qU8$.tion 'Why we have Invited the 

same ,gentleman to honor us by opening ·this Conference.' He is. one of the 


,mQst")I1dely 'respected men in ~he world today. In our' 'oWn land.:he 1s the 

:embodiment of' equal. j~t~.ce Under law•. I am honored ·to present the Chief' 

Just~ce of ·the Un1t~ Sta.:be·sj "Earl Warren.,

: .: ." .. *1' ;, .'., ':. 


