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PROCEEDINGS 

(9:56 a.m.) 

INTRODUCTION OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

THE HONORABLE LAURIE ROBINSON, 

ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL-DESIGNATE 

OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS, 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

MS. ROBINSON: I am very pleased to be here 

today. I have had the opportun1ty over a number of years 

to work w1th NOVA and the contr~but~ons that NOVA has made 

through Marlene and John and the board and the staff are 

truly tremendous, and I really salute them. 

I had the opportun~ty I th~nk ~t was over a 

decade ago to part~c~pate 1n one of the f1rst Nat~onal 

V~ct~m R~ghts Week events w1th Frank Car1ngton and others 

up here on Cap~tol H1ll 1n the early e~ght1es. And 1t'S 

very exc1t1ng to me about what great str1des have been 1n 

the v1ct~m's movement S1nce that t1me. 

It g1ves me great pleasure to 1ntroduce the next 

speaker, Janet Reno. As many of you know, she has been a 

comm~tted advocate on behalf of cr~me v1ct1ms throughout 

her career, and long before th~s ~ssue was a popular one 

among many publ~c off~c1als and cr1m1nal Just1ce 

profess10nals', 

Dur~ng her 15 years as State's Attorney 1n 
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M~am~, she d~d a great deal for vlct1ms of cr1me, not 

because 1t was popular but because she saw 1t as the r1ght 

th1ng to do. 

Let me ment10n a few examples of that. In 

M1am1, she estab11shed a domest1c cr1mes un1t that 

1nvest1gated and prosecuted cases of domest1c v10lence and 

worked closely w1th the v1ct1m ass1stance un1t. 

She was 1nstrumental 1n estab11sh1ng a 

ch1ldren's center program housed 1n the prosecutor's 

off1ce that featured spec1al 1nterv1ew1ng rooms, ch11d 

s1zed furn1ture, two-way m1rrors, and camera's to record 

ch11dren's test1mony

And as I th~nk many of you know, she was awarded 

the Flor1da Network of V1ct1m-W1tness Serv1ces James 

Fogarty Award 1n recogn1t10n of her staunch support of 

serv1ces and advocacy for cr1me v1ct1ms. 

Under her leadersh1p the Just1ce Department 1S 

forg1ng a strong partnersh1p w1th other Federal Agenc1es, 

State and local governments, and pr1vate organ1zat10ns to 

address the Nat1on's cr1me problems 1n the most 

comprehens1ve and effect1ve way poss1ble. 

The goals of th1s partnersh1p are to f1ght 

cr1me, to protect 1nnocent V1ct1ms, and to ensure that 

v1ct1ms are not lost 1n the complex1t1es of our cr1m1nal 

J ust1ce system. 
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Janet Reno has been 1n Wash~ngton for about a 

year and a month, and dur1ng that t~me she has brought new 

perspect~ves and new approaches to the Department of 

Just~ce. 

I Just want to g~ve you one small ~llustrat10n 

of that. Back ~n November, she came over to the Off~ce of 

Just~ce Programs and spent almost 2 hours 1n a brown-bag 

~nformal lunch w~th the staff members of the Off~ce for 

V1ct1ms of Cr~me to talk about the work of the off1ce, to 

explore new 1n1t1at1ves, and to hear from them about the1r 

~deas on what more the Department can do to help the cause 

of cr~me v1ct1ms. I th1nk that 1S an extraord1nary k1nd 

of comm1tment on behalf of an attorney general. 

Janet Reno understands v1ct1ms 1ssues. She 1S 

comm1tted to th~s cause. As Attorney General, she has 

made v1ct1m serv1ces an 1ntegral part of the Department's 

agenda. 

I hope you w1l1 Jo~n me 1n welcom~ng Janet Reno, 

the Attorney General of the Un1ted States. 

(Applause.) 

THE HONORABLE JANET RENO, 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES 

PRESENTATION OF FEDERAL CRIME 

VICTIMS FUND AWARDS 

GENERAL RENO: Thank you very much. It 1S so 
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n1ce to have such a warm welcome 1n th1S part1cular room. 

Last t1me I was 1n th1S room was 1n March 1993 dur1ng my 

conf1rmat1on hear1ngs. I do not th1nk I have ever really 

looked at 1t before. 


(Laughter_) 


GENERAL RENO: It 1S such a pleasure to be here 

w1th NOVA representat1ves, w1th people who have been on 

the front llne of develop1ng a Natlon's response to 

v1ct1ms, of develop1ng and changlng a Nat1on's att1tude 

about v1ctlms and vlct1m1zat1on. 

I have worked w1th so many of your colleagues 1n 

Mlam1 over the years. I've watched the change. And you 

are to me truly the heros and her01nes of the cr1m1nal 

Just1ce system. You have ach1eved so much, and 1t lS an 

1ncred1ble test1mony to what people can do when they care 

and when they contlnue to f~ght for what's r1ght, 

regardless of the consequences. 

I th1nk 1t's helpful to th1nk about the v1ct1ms 

movement and to put ourselves 1n some perspect1ve, because 

too often we get caught up 1n what's happen1ng at the 

moment and forget to look back at where we've come from 

and what we can learn 1n the course of our progress. 

The vlct1ms movement began to gather grassroots 

support dur1ng the slxt1es and sevent1es, w1th vlct1ms 

reach1ng out to help other v1ct1ms. 
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I remember worklng 1n the House Jud1c1ary 

Comm1ttee 1n the Flor1da House of Representat1ves when we 

f1rst started rece1v1ng 1nformat1on concern1ng v1ct1ms 

leg1s1at10n 1n the early sevent1es. 

I then came back to the prosecutor's off1ce 1n 

Dade County as an Ass1stant State Attorney and watched and 

part1c1pated 1n the development of the rape treatment 

center 1n M1am1. It seemed l1ke a novel, new 1dea at the 

t1me. And now I look at the fac111ty as I left Dade 

County, a modern fac1l1ty, st111 struggl1ng to address new 

1ssues, st1l1 strugg11ng to address the 1ssues 1nvolv1ng 

AIDS, st111 strugg11ng to look at the problems of ch1ld 

abuse as 1t has exploded 1n terms of numbers over the 

years, but r1ght there on the front l1ne, but now an 

accepted 1nst1tut10n because of people l1ke you who cared 

and made a d1fference, because of people l1ke Dorothy 

H1cks who never gave up, who cont1nued to f1ght year after 

year for th1s cause. 

Rape v1ct1ms and the1r advocates worked to 

crysta11ze a nat10nal awareness based on these commun1ty 

developments. It was fasC1nat1ng to see what people could 

do 1n commun1ty, and then watch the network beg1n to 

expand throughout the Nat10n. 

And 1t was exc1t1ng to talk to prosecutors 1n 

other areas. They were develop1ng someth1ng s1m11ar. And 
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1 we began to real~ze that there was an electr~c~ty around 

the Nat~on generated by people who cared ~n the commun~ty. 

We then understood that we had to go to 

leg~slatures around the Nat~on and not Just talk about 

~ntroduc1n9 b~lls but gett~ng b~lls passed and gett~n9 new 

1deas developed both 1n the courts, 1n pol~ce agenc~es, 1n 

the development of sexual battery un1ts 1n pol~ce 

agenc1es, 1n develop~ng pol~ce off~cers' sens~t~v~t1es. 

You could aga~n feel the electr1c~ty around the Nat10n. 

From the beg1nn~ngs of the v1ct~ms movement to 

today many m~nds and laws have been changed. 42 States 

now have leg1slated a b111 of r~ghts for v1ct1ms, and 14 

States have passed State const1tut~onal amendments for 

v1ct1ms r~ghts. 

But one of the areas where I have felt the 

movement to be slowest was ~n the area of domest1c 

v10lence. When I took off1ce 1978, as some of you know, 

we d~d a study of who had been k11led 1n Dade County 1n 

the last 25 years by g01ng to our med1cal exam1ner's 

off1ce. We found 1n the study we d1d that f1rst year that 

40 percent of the hom1c1des were somehow related to 

domest1c v10lence - husband and w1fe, boyfr1end and 

g1rlfr1end, ex-spouse. 

We app11ed for an old LEAA grant and got mon1es 
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1 to develop the domest~c ~ntervent~on program. People 

looked at me l1ke I was crazy- Judges sa~d, Janet, that's 

Just a domest1c. Pol1ce off1cers sa1d, that's Just a 

domest~c. 

It was somet~mes l~ke try~ng to push aga1nst a 

bulldozer that was com1ng at you full force, but you kept 

try1ng 50met~mes 1t was the v1ct~m themselves who came 

1nto your off1ce say~ng, how can you be so cruel as to 

refuse to drop these charges? And 1t requ1red us to S1t 

down w1th those v1ct1ms and let them know how 1mportant ~t 

was to beg~n to break the cycle of v10lence. 

So many of us who were 1nvolved ~n that effort 

sensed 1n our gut how 1mportant ~t was. We began to 

develop the stat~st1cs, such as we had from the med~cal 

exam1ner's off~ce, but we were reach1ng out and want~ng 

more stat1st1cs to show how 1t was a cycle of v10lence 

handed down from one generat~on to the next. 

And 1t began to be exc1t1ng - slower somet~mes 

than 1n response to rape, but slowly the momentum began to 

bU1ld, slowly leg1slat1on was passed, slowly I began to go 

to court after court where the Judges were sens1t1ve to 

the whole problem of domest1c v~olence and understood what 

we were try1ng to do. 

Then we saw the gender b~as comm1SS1on ~n 

Flor1da take hold and develop 1n1t1at1ves that made clear 
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to the courts that they were gOlng to have to change thelr 

attl.tude. 

Sornetlrnes lt was not out of cornpaSSlon for 

vlct1ms that caused people to change attl.tudes. Pol1ce 

departments began to get sued by v1ct1ms who had not been 

properly assl.sted. And you thought, gee whl.z, why does l.t 

have to happen that way? But, agaln, through whatever 

force was brought to bear, slowly the engl.ne began to move 

so that now -- about 3 weeks ago when I went to Iowa and 

we were ll.nked wl.th 15 Iowa communl.tl.es, large and small, 

some rural, I was amazed fl.nd that groups l.n those 

communl.tl.es who were l1nked w1th th1s f1ber optl.C system 

-- I would say about S out of the 15 11sted domestl.c 

vl.olence as one of thel.r fl.rst prl.orl.tl.es, and wanted to 

know what could be done and how we could respond, and how 

we could aSSl.st and support thl.s effort. 

It l.S happenl.ng, but l.t agal.n 1S an l.ndl.catl.on 

of how dedl.cated so many people around thl.S country are to 

keep trYl.ng, never gl.ve up, suffer defeat at the 

legl.slature, come back agal.n, have a poll.ce offl.cer look 

at you ll.ke you're crazy, and then see a poll.ce offl.cer l.n 

a safe streets unlt who understands the problem reach out 

and start becoml.ng your messenger for other poll.ce 

agenc1es • 

Sornetl.mes l.t's two steps forw~rd, three steps 
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1 back, but thl.s engl.ne J.S begJ.nnJ.ng to move ahead. WJ.th 

the common recognJ.t10n, as I sal.d to the assembled 

JudJ.cJ.ary CommJ.ttee J.n thJ.s room, unless we start focusJ.ng 

on domestl.c v10lence, unless we end v101ence 1n the home, 

we are never gOJ.ng to end v10lence 1n the streets and 1n 

the commun1tJ.es of Amer1ca. We have got to start there. 

When we look at the whole J.ssue of 

v1ct1mJ.zatJ.on, we have got to understand that 

VJ.ct1mJ.zatJ.on 1n the famJ.ly is what J.S really pullJ.ng the 

famJ.ly apart J.n Amer1ca, and J.f we are gOJ.ng to begJ.n to 

address the problems as a whole, we have got to beg1n 

there 0 

The theme of th1s forum 1S facJ.ng vJ.olence 

today, fewer v1ctJ.ms tomorrow. If we come face-to-face 

wJ.th the most frequent form of vJ.olence J.n AmerJ.ca today, 

domestJ.c v101ence, whJ.ch accord1ng to the FBI occurs ever 

15 seconds J.n thJ.s NatJ.on, that 1S when we are gOl.ng to 

begJ.n to make a dJ.fference. 

And 1f we apply the whole force and theory of 

the v1ctl.mS movement to that J.ssue and not Just handle 1t 

1n the old trad1t1onal crl.m1nal Justl.ce way of prosecutJ.ng 

but remember that we all have a responsJ.b1l1ty beyond 

conv1ct1on to do somethJ.ng that wl.ll make a dJ.fference to 

J.nterrupt the' cycle of v10lence, whether 1t be counsell.ng~ 

or J.ntervent10n, or med1at10n, or pr1son that we've got to 
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1 des1gn the programs that break the cycle of v~olence. 

But I th1nk of the most troub11ng aspects of 

v10lence today, as we face 1t 1n 1tS d1fferent forms, 1S 

the recogn1t10n that v101ence 1S down 1n many Amer1can 

commun1t1es - not much 1n some, but 1t'S down 1n many. 

But what 18 up 1S a new and terr1fY1ng form of 

v101ence, youth v10lence, WhlCh I th1nk 1S the greatest 

s1ngle crlme problem In Amer1ca today, a vlolence that 1S 

caus1ng a v1ct1m1zatl0n that 1S trag1c because the v1ctlms 

of thls youth v10lence are ch1ldren and young people 

themselves. And you can see 1t as a part of a 

d1s1ntegrat1on of communlty. We have got to focus on thls 

lssue. 

At Thanksg1v1ng t1me I went to the Wash1ngton 

Hosp1tal Center, wh1ch has one of the most modern and up

to-date trauma unlts 1n the country. I went to talk about 

health care as lt related to vlolence. Through that 

Sunday mornlng after Thanksglvlng I walked through room 

after room - gunshots, knlves, young people, young 

people, young people. 

The nurs,es, the doctors who attended these 

people durlng the course of that nlght before told me that 

the perpetrators, the frlends, would oftentlmes be there 

beglnn1ng to c~me together or flght agaln, but oftentlmes 

the vlct1m would be the perpetrator the next tlme, and 

2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

8 

9 

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 

17 

18 

19 

21 

22 

23 

24 

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPAl\'Y, INC. 
(202)289 22150 (100) FOR DEPO 

J J 11 FOURTEEN1li STREET. N W SUITE.tOO I WASHINGTON DC 20005 



5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

12 

1 they would see the roles reversed. And they reall.zed how 

l.mportant 1t was to begl.n to go to the commun1ty and get 

to these Vl.ct1ms now, get to the perpetrators now, before 

we begl.n to Just repeat the cycle. 

What they had done was to take research monl.es 

and go to the schools served by that hosp1tal, to the 

schools to develop confll.ct resolut1on programs l.n the 

elementary schools, to evaluate those programs l.n a soll.d,

sCl.entl.fl.c way, and to teach people to resolve the1r 

confll.cts wl.thout kn1ves and guns and fl.sts, because the 

problem that we see l.n Amerl.ca today l.S that Vl.ctl.ml.zatl.on

of chl.ldren by chl.ldren l.n Amerl.ca l.S l.ncreasl.ng. 

And because of the youth of these chl.ldren, many 

of these cases are not gettl.ng l.nto the crl.ml.nal Justl.ce 

system, They are bel.ng resolved l.n the schools. They are

bel.ng handled l.n the schools. We have got to deal wl.th 

the l.ssue of vl.ctl.ml.zatl.on, to gl.ve that youngster who l.S 

the Vl.ctl.m of a muggl.ng at 11 the strength to go forward, 

the counsell.ng to overcome l.t. 

How many chl.ldren have you dealt Wl.th over these

last 2 or 3 years who are traumatl.zed, who are fearful, 

who are begl.nnl.ng to have ever ounce of self-confl.dence 

they have ever had eroded, who fear to walk home from 

school? We have got to look at the problem of Vl.ctl.ms as 

a problem of communl.ty, 
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1 We have a h1stor1c opportun1ty 1n Amer1ca. When 

I was 1n th1s room a l1ttle over a year ago they hadn't 

focused, I guess, too much on prevent10n and what I was 

say1ng about prevent10n, but I sa1d the same th1ng then as

I have sa1d 1n the year that has gone by, that we w1ll 

never be able to bU1ld enough pr1sons 1f we wa1t unt1l a 

ch11d 19 18 and 19, that we w111 not have a work force 

w1th the sk1lls necessary to £111 the Jobs, to ma1nta1n 

Amer~ca as a f~rst-rate Nat~on unless we start mak1ng an 

1nvestment ~n ch1ldren, fam11y, and commun1ty. 

We must focus on that effort 1n terms of v1ct1ms

as well, and understand that we have got to reweave the 

fabr1c of soc1ety around v1ct1ms - v1ct1ms 1n the 

commun1ty, v1ct1ms 1n terms of g1v1ng them the assurance, 

the self-conf1dence, the feel1ng of safety. 

We have a golden opportun1ty now. Yesterday, 

someth1ng h1stor1c happened. The Congress, the House of 

Representat1ves of the Un1ted States passed a cr1me b1l1 

that 1S thoughtful, 1t 1S balanced, 1t has got pun1shment, 

lots of pun1shment, 1t has got pol1c1ng, a prov1s1on for 

50,000 po11ce off1cers, and the Senate b1l1 has 100,000 

pol1ce off1cers 1n 1t, and prevent10n - someth1ng that 

makes common sense 1n terms of. how we f1ght cr1me, 

someth1ng that doesn't talk 1n 30-second sound b1tes, 

someth1ng that gets to the root of the problem wh~le 
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1 lett1ng people know that there 1S no excuse for hurt1ng 

other people, and that there are g01ng to be sW1ft and 

certa1n sanct1ons. 

We've got to galvan1ze together to make sure 

that that b1ll goes to conference, comes out of 

conference, and gets passed by the Memor1al Day weekend 

I have Just come from a meet1ng w1th the Pres1dent and the

House and Senate leadersh1p. We are comm1tted to that 

effort, and we need everybody to J01n together, to 

e11m1nate part1san pol1t1cs from the d1spute about cr1me, 

and get to common sense solut10ns that are well thought 

out and that w1ll have an 1mpact. 

So much of that comes back to commun1ty, to 

commun1ty pol1c1ng, to br1ng1ng commun1ty pol1ce off1cers 

together w1th the ne1ghborhood to 1dent1fy the pr1or1t1es, 

to 1dent1fy that frag1le v1ct1m who has Just come home 

from the hosp1tal, to ~dent1fy that w1fe who has been the 

battered spouse, to teach them how to beg1n to break up 

the cycle of v10lence w1th1n the commun1ty, how to respond

to that youngster who has been the v1ct1m of a stabb1ng, 

how to br1ng that ch1ld back 1nto the commun1ty w1th a 

sense of self-conf1dence. 

There 1S so much that we can do 1f we understand

that people can do so much themselves 1f they are only 

glven half a flghtlng chance up front. 
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1 We support that effort, but ~t costs money. And 

I want to talk w~th you today about a hard ~ssue to deal 

wlth -- dollars, how we support the cr1me vlct~ms movement 

Our tax dollars go for an astound1ng d1vers1ty 

of th1ngs, th1ngs essentlal to a c~v1l1zed soc1ety and 

that add to the qua11ty of our l1fe. But one of the 


rea11t1es we face 1n Wash1ngton 1S that we're g01ng to 


have to do more w1th less. 


We're hav1ng to address the 1ssue of the 

def1c1t. We have a shr~nk1ng Federal Government. We are 

hav1ng to address the 1ssue of v10lence. But we cannot 1n 

the process forget cr1me v1ct1ms, and very few of our 

dollars go to aSs1st the 1nnocent v~ct1ms of cr1me. 

The Federal program for cr1me v1ct1ms managed by 

the Department of Just1ce's Off1ce for V1ct1ms of Cr1mes 

are supported not by tax dollars but by mon1es from the 

Crlme V1ct~ms Fund. The fund 1S made up of mon1es 

collected from cr1m1nals conv1cted of Federal offenses, 

mon1es collected 1n the form of f~nes, forfe1ted ba11 

bonds, penalty fees, and spec1al assessments. 

I have announced to my staff that one of the 

pr1or1t1es of our off~ce 1S f~ne collect10n~ It's eaS1er 

sald than done. I've dealt w1th 1t 1n a very local area, 

1n M1am1, and I understand what the problems are. 
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1 But 1£ we get ourselves 1n gear, as we are 

proceed1ng to do 1n the Department of Just1ce, 1f we 

develop a real network w1th the u.s. Attorneys and support 

them every step of the way, 1f we develop the computers 

and the 1nfrastructure necessary to do 1t the r1ght way, 

1f we br1ng modern techn1ques of collect1on to the process 

and do 1t r1ght, we are comm1tted and we are g01ng to do 

everyth~ng that we can to 1ncrease the collect1ons 1n 

those funds because 1t 1S cr1t1cal to the support of the 

v~ct~ms movement., 

The fund 1S a relat1vely small source of 

revenues, espec1ally when compared to the huge budget 

allocat1ons des1gnated for many other nat10nal pr10r1t~es 

Last year, 1n f1scal year 1993, the fund rece1ved depos1ts 

of $144. 7 m~111on.. Of th1s, $6.2 m11l10n went to the U.. S., 

courts, leav1ng $138~S m1ll1on to ass1st v1ct1ms across 

the Nat10n. 

Now, 1f you had told me about 18 months ago 

those dollar f1gures I would have sa1d, wow, what a lot of 

money. Hav1ng now had to deal w1th a budget 1n the 

b~111ons, ~t's not much. 

Fund depos1ts for th1s year prom1se to equal or 

exceed last year's total. As of the end of March over $78 

m1ll1on has been depos1ted 1n the fund w1th 6 months 

rema1n1ng 1n the f1scal year. 
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1 The Cr1me V1ct1ms Fund, even 1n the years of 1ts

h1ghest depos1ts, conta1ns only a fract10n of the amount 

that v1ct1ms lose each year 1n v10lent cr1me.,. The 

Department's nat10nal cr1me v1ct1m1zat10n survey found 

that 23 percent of all U.S. households exper1enced a cr1me

dur1ng 1992, 10s1ng over $17~6 b1ll1on 1n d1rect costs as 

a result of cr1me 9 

Nonetheless, the fund 1S truly a prec10us 

treasure for the 11fe11ne 1t extends to thousands of 

v1ct1ms whose l1ves have been shattered by v10lent cr1meo 

But th1s ra1ses another 1ssue that we have to 

address because somet1mes there are compet1ng 1nterests 

between rest1tut10n and f1nes, argu1ng that f1nes go to 

the Cr1me V1ct1ms Trust Fund to help v1ct1ms. We've got 

to work together 1n NOVA and the Department of Just1ce to 

des1gn a strategy that makes sure that rest1tut10n, Wh1Ch 

can be such an effect1ve, 1mportant tool, 1S balanced w1th

the need and the support of the Cr1me V1ct1ms Trust Fund, 

and that we do 1t the r1ght way w1th one ult1mate goal - 

how do we best protect the v1ct1m; 

(Applause.) 

GENERAL RENO: Approx1mately 90 percent of each 

year's depos1ts are returned to the States 1n the form of 

v1ct1m aSs1stance and compensat1on grants wh1ch are used 

by the States to support d1rect serv1ces to v1ct1ms of 
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crl.me" 


These serV1ces treat the most personal and 


deeply pal.nful of wounds, psychologl.cal counsell.ng for a 

chl.ld to heal from the trauma of bel.ng physl.cally abused, 

support for battered women's shelters, to provl.de safe 


havens where abused mothers and thel.r chl.ldren can take 


refuge, and money to pay the doctor's bl.ll and basl.c 

ll.vl.ng expense when work must be ml.ssed, and even funeral 

costs 1n the wake of a sudden, unexpected death by 

vl.olence • 

We have got to do everythl.ng that we can to 

enhance thl.s effortb Too often the system responds, l.t 

does 1t rl.ght, somebody comes to court, they have thel.r 

deposl.t1on taken, they appear, they testl.fy, they see a 

convl.ctl.on, and they leave wl.thout havl.ng had the basl.c, 

deepest problems addressed. 6 months down the ll.ne they 

are st1ll l.n cr1S1S... They have lost thEUr Job. They are 

suffer1ng from depressl.on. 

So much of th1s could have been avol.ded 1£ we 

had had somebody rl.ght on the scene when the cr1me fl.rst 

happened, who could follow them through the process, not 

handl.ng them off to the next person and to the next 

person, but an advocate wl.th them from the nl.ght l.t 

happened telll.ng them what to expect, what an l.nformatl.on 

was, what an l.ndl.ctment was, when was the motl.on to 

http:l.nformatl.on
http:telll.ng
http:handl.ng
http:depressl.on
http:convl.ctl.on
http:testl.fy
http:everythl.ng
http:ll.vl.ng
http:provl.de
http:counsell.ng
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1 suppress g01ng to be heard, keep1ng them adv1sed • 

Every t1me I've seen v1ct1m efforts work, 1t's 

been when they've come f1rst, when they've been 

comprehens1ve, when they've 1dent1f1ed w~th one person an

made a d1fference throughout the process~ Down the road 

costly counse11ng can be av01ded by a help1ng hand the 

moment 1t occurs. 

Fund mon1es also go to sens1t1ze the 

profess10nals who deal w1th cr1me v1ct1ms, to the terr1bl

1mpact cr1me has on v1ct1ms and to help those 

profess10nals 1mprove the qua11ty and breadth of serv1ces 

they prov1de to v1ctJ.ms • 

It J.S amaz1ng to me the number of carJ.ng people 

J.n the cr1m1nal Just1ce system who st11l do not understan

vJ.ct1m1zatJ.on. I don't th1nk that you can fully 

understand J.t unless you've been a v1ctJ.m. And so many 

wonderful v1ct1ms or surv1vors have now become 1nvolved J.

the system, and through the fact that they have walked J.n 

v1ctJ.m's shoes they have been so helpful. 

But more J.mportantly, they have been helpful to 

the po11ce off1cer, to that prosecutor who has Just gotte

out of law school and th1nks he's great. He J.S great. He

J.S a wonderful prosecutor but he doesn't know anythJ.ng 

about v1ctJ.m1zat10n~ 

And th1s 55-year-old lady who has been through 
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1 hell and her stepson and stepdaughter have been k~lled, 

after 5 years has the perspect~ve, the understand~ng, has 

coped w~th the pa~n and can s~t down and say, now, J~m, 

th~s ~s the way ~t/s got to be. 

When you can get more people l1ke that funded 

and 1nvolved 1n the system, you can make such an 

~ncred~ble d1fference • 

The fund supports tra1n~ng for po11ce on how to 

extend the blanket of safety and secur1ty to a v1ct1m as 

they arr1ve at a cr1me scene, and supports tra1n~ng for 

the clergy how best for them to carry out support that can 

a~d the hea11ng process. 

It has always been amaz1ng to me to have members 

of the clergy come to our courts not ever hav1ng known how 

to deal. what to do when a member of the1r congregat10n 

has been 1nJured as a result of a cr1me, and walk~ng away 

saY1ng thank you, you have taught us so much. We should 

be expand1ng our efforts ~n theology schools around the 

country (opt 

The fund also supports serv1ces to v1ct1ms of 

Federal cr1mes, 1nclud1ng a grant program that funds 

v1ct1m ass1stance programs 1n remote Ind1an sect10ns of 

the country where such serv1c~s are scarce or nonex1stent, 

and an emergency serv1ces fund that enables U S. Attorneys 

to meet the cr1t1cal needs of v1ct1ms of v10lent cr1me 
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Ladles and gentlemen, one of the great 

m1scarr1ages of Just1ce 1n Amer1ca 1S how our Government 

over t1me has treated the Amer1can Ind1an" There are 


great areas 1n the country of Ind1an reservat10ns w1th 


proud and wonderful people on those lands, people that 


have a h1Story and a tradltlon that exceeds any of ours. 

I am comm1tted to d01ng everyth1ng I can to 

support them, to address the 1ssues of v1ct1m1zat1on, to 

work sens1t1vely w1th tr1bes and the1r d1fferent tr1bal 

pract1ces to make sure that the Amer1can Ind1an 1S 

represented 1n our efforts to do someth1ng to truly 

support v1ct1ms. 

At the same t1me, we announced about 3 months 

ago an ant1v10lence 1n1t1atl.Ve. People have sal.d the 

Federal Government shouldn't really be address1ng 

v1olence, that's a State and local problem. But all I ha

to do was to take off1ce and go f1rst to Los Angeles, the

to Salt Lake Cl.ty, then to Omaha, Wl.chl.ta, and you can 

watch the cr1me patterns come sweep1ng across the country

Cr1me 1S no longer Just a State and local 

problem. Vl.olent cr1me cuts across thl.S Natl.on. 

Traffl.ck1ng un1ts and organ1zat10ns sweep up across State

l1nes. Youth gangs come sweepl.ng up from Los Angeles to 

Salt Lake Cl.ty. 
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1 If the Federal Government can be 1nvolved 1n a 

r1ght and proper way, not tak1ng cred1t from the State but 

work1ng together w1th State and local off1c1als to do 

what's r1ght 1n the best 1nterest of the case, I th1nk we 

can add a whole new d1mens10n and resource to the f1ght 

aga1nst v10lence. But 1t w1ll mean an ever 1ncreas1ng 

number of v1ct1ms 1n the Federal cr1m1nal Just1ce system, 

and we must be prepared to meet that need. 

Let us learn from v1ct1ms themselves what th1s 

support can mean. What do v1ct1m compensat1on payments 

mean to the robbery v1ct1m who was beaten so brutally that

he had to spend weeks recover1ng 1n the hosp1tal~ Quote, 

"I have sleepless n1ghts and I l1ve 1n fear of be1ng 

attacked every t1me I come 1n publ1c. I am currently 

be1ng called by collect1on agenc1es to settle port1ons of 

my hosp1tal b1lls not covered by my 1nsurance carr1er, 

Now I am be1ng threatened to be taken to court, and my 

name and cred1t ru1ned,," 

Noth1ng angers me as much. I have had more 

telephone battles w1th people l1ke that collect1on agency 

than almost anyth1ng else 1n my v1ct1ms efforts. We've 

got to put them 1n the pos1t10n of not ever hav1ng to be 

demeaned 1n the f1rst place by even one of the f1rst calls

for such an effort. 

What do v1ct1m ass1stance counsel1ng serv1ces 
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