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1 (8:20 p.m)
2 ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO.  Thank you,

3 Senator Leahy and thank you for your friendship

4 and your w se counsel over these four years.

5 Governor Dean, it's been wonderful to watch you in
6 action and | have appreciated the opportunity to
7 work with you. Comm ssioner Walton and

8 Comm ssi oner McMahon, Col onel Sinclair, Col onel

9 Marshal |, thank you. Thank you one and all for

10 making ne feel so welcone this evening. It's been
11 | i ke comng hone to Man but going the other way.
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And | appreciate it so nuch.
appreciate the invitation to conme back to this
perfectly beautiful state and have the chance, if
just for a few hours, to | ook out across that
| ake, to fly in and see the nountains com ng up
ahead, to see the spirit of community that is so
evident, not just in Burlington but throughout the
state. To hear people talk about how they woul d
wake the Senator up at 3:00 in the norning, or how
they were started together and how t hey worked
t oget her or when they grew up together. You have
an extraordinary opportunity here for community
that few other places have, and you have used it
to the fullest and it is a pleasure to be here.

It's also a great honor for ne to be
here to help you celebrate and to congratul ate you
on 50 years of distinguished and dedi cated service
to the people of Vernont and to the mllions of
peopl e who conme here year round to enjoy this
beautiful state.

| think good policing is probably one of
t he nost chal | engi ng undertaki ngs that any person
can pursue. | think policing is one of the nost
chal | engi ng and conpl ex professions that | know.

At 10:00 at night on an icy, snow night when you
give an 18 year old his first ticket, the way you
give it to himis going to formhis opinion of |aw
enforcenent for the rest of his life. And based
on the people that |'ve net this evening, | bet
nost 18 year olds have a very, very good opinion
of | aw enforcenent.

| think that day in and day out people
don't realize that you're putting your life on the
line. It may seemlike safe duty, but that's
oftenti nes the nost treacherous. And day in and
day out you go out and you put your life on the
line for the people of Vernont, and you do it with
such grace and cour age.

There are other things to being a police

of ficer, and you knowit. Having to go into court
to renmenber sonething that may have happened a

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1997/0712_ag.vmt.html (2 of 8) [5/28/2009 8:19:36 AM]



07-21-97: PRESENTATION BEFORE THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER OF VERMONT DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

year ago because w tnesses were mssing; to be
cross exam ned by a | awer who's gone to | aw
school, who can sit in his |aw office and prepare,
who can prop his feet up and pull his books off
the library shelf, but you' ve got to nake the sane
decisions with respect to search and seizure, with
respect to the constitutional rights afforded a
def endant. You've got to nmake the sane deci sions
the I awer nakes, and you've got to nake them
stick by quiet, firm honest testinony in court.
And the way peopl e have spoken of your work, you
do that day in and day out.

And famlies, as the Governor said, can
never, ever be forgotten for you wait, and then
after you've waited, they cone hone after they've
had a terrible night with four calls, one -- all
back to back, and they're tired and they've had to
work a little bit extra and it's been an awful,
freezing, sleety night and you' ve got to nake them
feel warm and wel cone and you've got to do it with
a sense of hunor. And judging by the way sone of
the couples that |'ve net toni ght who have been
together for a very long tinme and who have been

with the Vernont State Police for a very |ong
time, the famlies do such a wonderful job of
that. So | salute you all, famlies and troopers,
50 years of extraordinary service.

For these last four, as Senator Leahy
has said, we have tried to be a good partner. As
a state prosecutor, | never liked the feds com ng
totown to tell me what to do. | never liked them
comng to town to say, give ne all the
intelligence you have, but not giving it back.

And | cane to Washi ngton resolved to do everything
| could to forma good, strong partnership with
state and |l ocal |aw enforcenent across this
country both in the urban areas and in nore rural
areas like Vernont. You are on the front |ine.
You understand your needs and resources in Vernont
better than | do sitting in Washington. | need
your input, your ideas. | need to know what your
problemis and how the federal governnent,
consistent with principles of federalism can best
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work with you to solve that problemin a rea
tangi bl e way that can nmake a difference.

The Senator described sone of the things
that we have done, and we've got to work harder on
the partnership with respect to devel opnent of a

conpl ete, accurate, full crimnal history record
system Nothing is nore frustrating, | suspect,
to a trooper because it was frustrating to ne as a
prosecutor to see sonebody arrested, get them
booked into the jail, have themrel eased because
there was no prior crimnal history that we could
find and find they were a two tine arned robber
from hal fway across the country and we didn't have
the record. Let us continue to work together in
every way we possibly can to develop a crim nal

hi story record systemin this country that can
protect and benefit all of |aw enforcenent and the
community that they serve.

But as we have | ooked back at 50 years
of distinguished service, let's | ook forward now
for just a nonent to the next 50. What's it going
to be like? Ladies and gentlenen, policing won't
seemthe sane 50 years fromnow. W have
technol ogy already in existence that staggers the
I magi nati on and converts vanity to prayer. W
have a man who can sit in a kitchen in St.

Pet ersburg, Russia, at his conputer, and steal
froma bank in Burlington. W have nen who can
obtain access to credit card information for
35,000 people in south Florida and take that

I nformati on and extort noney in exchange for the
return of the information. W have people who can
hack into conputer systens and bring down power
grids, bring down energency systens, bring down
financial systens. This applies to a person
whet her they are a common thief who wants to steal
fromthe bank or the terrorist that wants to
terrorize this nation.

We nust formpartnerships to deal with
this. At the Departnent of Justice, and the FB
and i n other agencies of governnent we're worKking
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hard to devel op the expertise and to devel op the
equi pnment necessary to match wits wth the
sophisticated terrorist, with the conmon thief who
happens to be conputer literate. W are trying to
do that consistent with the Constitution and with
people's right to privacy. W need to work with
the private sector to do this, and we're in the
process of building those partnerships. But as we
see this technol ogy devel op, we are al so staggered
by the cost of it, and we're all so frustrated by
the fact that sonething that is state of the art
today may be obsolete in two years.

The sinple fact is that very
sophi sticated equi pnent is going to replace the

gun as a common weapon, and we have got to devel op
the equi pnment and the expertise throughout |aw
enforcenent in this country that can match wits
with the crimnals that we will face. | would
like to work wiwth you and with | aw enf or cenent
across this country to form partnerships to ensure
that we share with you the sophisticated equi pnent
that you m ght need once in a blue noon but that
it wll be available to state and | ocal | aw
enforcenent; that we share the expertise, that we
share it on a national basis and on a regional
basi s, but that we nmake sure that state boundaries
and local jurisdictions are not arbitrary borders
that prevent the exchange of the expertise that is
SO i nportant.

Just as technol ogy presents
extraordi nary chal |l enges, so does it present sone
extraordi nary opportunities. W are seeing cases
sol ved now t hrough the FBI systens using DNA that
we sinply didn't believe possible, we couldn't
really conprehend when | had ny first sumer job
at the sheriff's departnment in Dade County in 1956
and fiddled around in the crinme | ab because they
heard I was a chenmi stry major and they thought I
m ght know a little bit.

W are watching DNA in 16 cases that we
have identified in the Justice Departnent al one,
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16 cases from | aw enforcenent across this | and
where DNA has absol ved peopl e who have been
convicted of a crine, have absol ved t hem and

enabled themto go free. It is a remarkable tool.
And within five years if we work together, if we
pursue smart solutions, a crine scene tech wll be

able to go to the scene of a crine, do DNA tests,

I mmedi ately match them on the conmputer and

i medi ately elimnate three potential targets that
woul d cost the Vernont State Police thousands of
dollars to pursue but imediately will be able to
elimnate them as suspects through DNA. And
hopefully we wll be able to identify true

def endants faster, quicker before they continue to
hurt and harm ot hers.

We have such extraordinary opportunities
in the terns of what we can do in the devel opnent
of information systens. Can't you imagine what it
will be |ike when we have an infornmati on system
that can i medi ately provide you with information
that the green A dsnobile that you' ve just
identified as having participated in the
conveni ent store robbery here in Burlington was

10
the sane green A dsnobile with the battered right
fender that m ght have been involved in a simlar
of fense in Augusta, in Manchester before they got
here, and that with the collection of information
that will be immedi ately brought to bear for you
and for |law enforcenent around this country. W
shoul d be nuch nore capable of solving crines nuch
faster and nuch nore effectively. But we have got
to work together to make sure that our information
systens are interoperable so that they can talk to
each other. W've got to work together to nake
sure that you are not making expenditures in
Vernmont in the next five years that will only |ead
you down a dead end because you can't talk to
ot her agencies around the country. W've got to
wor k together as partners to devel op an
I nformation systemin this country that is
accurate, that protects privacy interests, that
does everything it can to put in the hands of |aw
enforcenent the information that is going to help
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you solve the crine.

Yes, we have extraordi nary chall enges,
but we have nmagnificent opportunities in the
technology that is before us, but we nust never,
ever let technology rule. W nust always renenber

t hat people conme first, and we nust devel op the
expertise so that we control the technol ogy and
the technol ogy does not control us. W nust never
forget that the nost inportant part of policing is
serving the people of our jurisdiction, serving
themw th conpassion, with firmess, with
under st andi ng.

In ny travels around this country and in
ny 15 years as the prosecutor in Mam | becane
convi nced that good police are the glue that bring
comruni ties together, that cause conmmunities to
flourish, that give young people a chance to grow
In strong, constructive ways. It is the whole
function of policing to build community. You have
done so nmuch to build that sense of community here
In Vernont. You have done so nuch to represent
what's best in policing in terns of bravery, in
terns of dedication, in terns of professionalism
Thank you for 50 years of magnificent service to
t he people you serve, and | expect that in 25 if
I'"'man old | ady and you invite ne back here we may
be congratul ati ng each other on what we've done
with the technol ogy, but | suspect that | wll
feel the sanme sense of camaraderie, the sanme sense
of community, the same sense of reverence for the

Vernmont state troopers that | do tonight. Thank
you.

(Appl ause)

(Wher eupon, at 8:35 p.m, the speech
concl uded)

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1997/0712_ag.vmt.html (7 of 8) [5/28/2009 8:19:36 AM]

11

12



07-21-97: PRESENTATION BEFORE THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER OF VERMONT DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

©Ooo~NOOOUThWNLE

CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

UNI TED STATES OF AMERICA ) SS.
STATE OF VERMONT )

|, Lisa M Hallstrom the officer before
whom t he foregoing presentation was taken, do
hereby certify that the foregoing presentation was
taken by nme to the best of ny ability and
thereafter reduced to typewiting under ny
di rection.

Notary Public in and for
t he State of Vernont

My conm ssion expires 2-10-99.
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