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GENERAL RENG Thank you, Loretta.

Thank you all for that warmwelcone. But it is | who owe you a great
debt of gratitude, because if | |ook good it's because of you. It's
because, in a tinme where public service is questioned and where
peopl e wonder why anybody goes into public service, you represent
this country in such a wonderfully fair but firmway.

Sonme peopl e say: Janet, just what do you get involved in public
service? You get figuratively beat up, cussed at. This is an
extraordinary nation. In this tinme of public service |I've had an
opportunity to visit so many different communities, rural and urban,
different people, different places. It is a very great country. It
wants so for its governnent to represent it well. You do that.

And it is an extraordinary tine, because in prosecution and
particularly in tax collection, those are the two functions of

gover nnment where people sonetines bridle at what their governnent
does, and yet find it so critically inportant that its governnent
does those two functions well. You handle both matters and do it wth
di stinction.

So | have a special mssion while I am Attorney CGeneral and when |

| eave this office and that is to |let the people of the United States
know how many dedi cated nen and wonmen work with them and for them al
across this country in the Justice Departnent and in the Tax D vision.

You do an incredible job. | watch the people of the Justice
Departnment and how |l ate they work and the energy they put into what
they do, and it's really, really inpressive.

Everybody el se has nentioned the famlies, but |'ve got to nention
the famlies. Wien | ook at sone of the work schedul es around here,
| think the famlies are nothing but heroes or heroines. So |I thank
you.

But | want to do everything | can to make this Departnent a fam/ly-
friendly Departnent. | got a wonderful letter the other day from
sonebody in Immgration saying: You had tal ked about alternative work
schedul es and not hi ng happened, and | wote a |letter and you foll owed
through, and it's working, and we take a pride in what we're doing.
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Sonehow or another, we can neet our obligations to the people of this
country, we can neet our obligations to our famly, and we can have
time to snell the roses. And | want all of you to have that
opportunity.

Awar ds cerenoni es such as this one provide us an opportunity to
refl ect on our past acconplishnents --

(Baby shouts.)
GENERAL RENO Did | time that?
(Laughter.)

GENERAL RENO. This has been a chall engi ng year, but you' ve done it

and you' ve continued to performwth distinction. This cel ebrati on,
however, is also a chance for us to look at the future as we assess
where we've cone from W have a chance to neet new chal |l enges and

achi eve new hei ghts.

That is why | amparticularly excited and honored to introduce for
the first tine the Assistant Attorney General's Award for Excell ence
and Teammwor k. This award recogni zes a vision nade real, a vision nade
real because a lot of people tried and a |lot of hurdles were overcone.

Loretta Argrett presented the Tax Division with a challenge, a
challenge to think differently about the way we work and to create a
rewar di ng and exciting work environnent in which people were eager to
| earn and to grow. As part of this new work environnent, she believed
that we would increase in efficiency and becone nore productive. She
believed that this could be nade possible through teamwrk -- not
just one person, but peopl e working together.

Today we will recognize and reward three groups of individuals who
have put these principles into practice and who exenplify the concept
of teamwork: the concept of teamwork, conmmunicating with each other,

| ooki ng at each other, listening to each other, and not talking past
each other; training, |learning howto do the job the right way at
first and not nake m stake after m stake because we didn't get the
trai ning; and del egation to engage diverse categories of enployees to
acconplish the division's m ssion.
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Let nme be the first to congratul ate these groups for their excellence
in teamvork. Let me join in congratulations to all those who are
recogni zed today and let ne tell all of you in the D vision how very,
very proud | amto work with you. It is a great honor for ne.

(Appl ause and end of Attorney General's remarks.)
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