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UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTI CE
PRESS CONFERENCE
HON. JANET RENO, ATTORNEY GENERAL
Thur sday, March 25, 1999
9:27 a.m
PROCEEDI NGS

(9:27 a.m)
VA CES. Good norni ng.
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Good nor ni ng.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, with U N and NATO forces engaged
overseas, | guess the natural question to ask is whether we
have i ncreased security here at hone?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO W are taking responsible
precauti ons.

QUESTI ON: Has there been sone increase of the --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | woul d not comment on what is being
done.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, the Chairman of Mcrosoft, Bill Gates,
has said publicly that his conpany has sent the Justice
Departnent a settlenent proposal, picking up on the judge's
advice to the parties before the recess, that they use
their tinme wisely. Has the Justice Departnent received a
settlenment offer fromM crosoft?
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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | think the best thing to dois to
l et the lawers who are directly invol ved coment.

QUESTION: So, if we ask the Antitrust Division, wll they
say sonet hi ng?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | do not know whether they wll say
sonet hi ng, but --

QUESTI ON: Wul d you i ke themto?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO But Myron will be happy to work with
you.

QUESTI ON:  Ckay.

QUESTI ON: Getting back to Kosovo for a m nute. Have you
been involved at all in any of the discussions about the
l egality of the operation?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO W were consulted, and we advi sed
the National Security Council that what the President
proposed to do was constitutionally and otherwi se |awfully
aut hori zed.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, have there been any specific terrorist
threats leveled in the U S. or against our enbassies in
Eur ope since this canpaign has started?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENOG: | would not comment. Wiether or not
there were such threats, | think the State Departnent
shoul d take appropriate steps in that regard, and woul d
refer any matter like that to the State Departnent. And
Wth respect to any other threats, that would be best
handl ed t hrough the FBI

QUESTI ON: Are concerns running at a heightened | evel now
because of --

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Agai n, any comrents that should be
made, shoul d be nmade t hrough the FBI
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QUESTI ON:  Pi cki ng up on Beverley's questions about the

|l egality, did the Justice Departnent |ook at all at the
question of whether NATO needs to have the U N sign off on
NATO operations? Did you | ook at any of those sorts of
questions?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO W | ooked at what the President of
the United States was constitutionally authorized to do.

QUESTI ON:  Who handl ed that in the departnent?
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO The O fice of Legal Counsel.

QUESTION: Is it sonmething on paper that you all sent over
t here?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO We were consul ted.

QUESTI ON: Yesterday's ruling in Britain about M. Pinochet,
did that have any inpact on your review of the situation
with regard to himin this country?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO W are |l ooking at all of the issues
and trying to understand what that ruling was. And then we
w Il nmake an appropriate determ nation.

QUESTI ON: Can you be nore specific about what your review
is focused on, whether it's the facts of the | aw or both?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO What we want to do is |ook at the
determ nati on by the House of Lords, nake a determ nation
as to how that m ght inpact on our issue. But what we are
faced with is a situation that occurred here in the United
States. And if there is a basis for hol ding soneone
account abl e, whoever it m ght be, we would Iike to proceed
In every possible way to do that. But we need to | ook at
what the House of Lords has concluded, and then we have got
to pursue an investigation that is still ongoing.

QUESTION: Do you think -- this is probably going to fall
into the category of "what if," but -- the House of Lords
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ruling, apparently they decided that, in Britain, he would
not be responsible for any acts that occurred prior to
Britain signing this treaty. Do you think that would hol d
true in this country, as well?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Those are the issues that we are
revi ew ng.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, can you give us any update on your

di scussions with Judge Starr, at what point they are now,
or whether you seemto be |eaning toward getting sone
out si de, respected authority to conduct the inquiry?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO: | cannot comment.

QUESTI ON: Can you comment at all on the Bakaly matter,
referred to you by Judge Starr?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO No.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, can you tell us about your neeting this
week with people who are concerned about police conduct? Is
there going to be any followon to that? What wll be the
upshot of 1t?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO We have heard fromcivil rights

| eaders who are concerned, and we have shared our concern
wth them W are hearing fromlaw enforcenent officials
t oday, and di scussing how we can address this concern.

| think the clear issue is policing has been of great
benefit to this country, in terns of public safety, and as
we have devel oped community policing, police have, in many
I nst ances, becone the glue that brings a community

toget her, as opposed to splitting it apart. Good comrmunity
police officers have reached out to young peopl e and,

I nst ead of devel opi ng suspi ci on agai nst police, have been
responsi bl e for becomng their nentors, becom ng people who
gi ve them gui dance and support in the conmunity.

Communi ty policing has been inportant in terns of buil ding
trust wwth the community that produces information that
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solves crinmes. W have seen the results of this effort in
SO many communities across Anerica, where police and
school s and private citizens are working together to solve
the community's probl ens.

At the sane tinme, there are a few police officers who
exercise their authority in a way that is not justified by
the Iaw or by any other circunstance. And it is inportant
that we speak out and say that that cannot be tolerated,
that we nust work together to perfect policing. Because the
police officer is the person that nost personifies
governnment authority in the eyes of the individual person
in their daily life. And we nust nake that personification
of authority an image that is fair, that is firm that is
just, that is understanding, and that is conpassi onate.

And we have a | ot of good exanples to draw upon. But we

have got to nake clear that excessive force -- not
justified by the law or the circunstances -- and abusive
authority wll not be tol erated.

QUESTION: WIIl you be going to New York as sone of the
| eaders requested?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO W are reviewi ng what we shoul d do,
consistent with the ongoing investigation, to speak out
where appropriate, but to nake sure that justice is done in
terms of the investigation and in terns of whatever results
are fromthe investigation.

QUESTI ON:  And what is your hope that will conme out of these
neeti ngs today? What is the agenda?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | want to hear fromthe people who
have been so responsi ble for making | aw enforcenent so
effective, fromthe point of view of building trust in the
communi ty, of solving problens in the conmmunity -- not just
reduci ng crinme, but solving community problens. Because |
thi nk they have done so nmuch to bring policing into the
next century, in terns of effectiveness and trust. And |
want to hear fromthemas to their suggestions about what
we can do to enhance that trust.
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QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, can we categorize your review in New
York as a pattern and practice investigation of the Cty
Pol i ce Departnent?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Wel |, you have got different
situations. You have a pending prosecution in the Eastern
District, on the Louima case. You have an investigation to
determ ne whether there was crim nal wongdoi ng underway by
the Bronx D.A., with the United States Attorney's Ofice
for the Southern District of New York -- that is,

Manhattan -- working with them and pursuing that to

det erm ne what shoul d be done. And then you have the
pattern and practice investigation that had been originally
originated in the Eastern District.

The Southern District is now pursing the issue of pattern
and practice with respect to a wdened authority. And |
woul d ask Myron to give you the full context of it.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, just a quick followup if | may. Kwasi
Munme this week nentioned the concern about the possibility
of civil unrest. How concerned are you that people in sone
of these conmmunities are very, very concerned about sone of
t hese all egati ons of w ongdoi ng?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | think it is very inportant to nmake
sure that we do everything we can to be sensitive to this
Issue. But it is inportant to recognize that civil unrest
does not help the situation; that what we nust do is, in an
orderly way, conduct the investigations so that they are
done the right way. W nust figure out what we can do to
enhance good policing in this country that is so vitally

I nportant in so many different ways.

And we nmust work together to nake sure that we know the
best ways, and that we inplenent the best ways, for
uncovering any abuse of authority on the part of the
limted nunber of police officers involved in that type of
activity; and that we take appropriate steps when that
abuse of authority has been identified, to see that it is
corrected and that it is never done again.
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QUESTION: Do you think Mayor G uliani has created nore
problens in terns of civil unrest by his apparently
i ntol erant comments about the Diallo matter.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would not nake any comment. | just
think it is inportant that we | ook to see what can be done
to get the best possible policing in this country, with the
best possible policing being police officers who work with
the community to identify problens, to solve those
problens, and do it fairly, so that the public has
confidence in them

QUESTI ON: But you al ways tal k about how inportant it is for
the community to work together. This is the political

| eader of the community who seens to be going in a

di fferent direction.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG | would not comment on the
specifics. | think it is inportant for us to coment on
what has happened in this country in terns of good policing
and how inmportant it is to ferret out those that violate
that spirit.

QUESTI ON: You tal k about comunity policing in kind of
touchy-feely ternms. But | think, in New York -- and they
have bragged about this for the |ast couple of years --
that the reason that they were able to get violent crine
down so significantly is that these strike forces would go
t hr ough nei ghborhoods and sort of shake peopl e down for
guns, people with mnor infractions were taken off the
streets -- it's a whol e approach. And have you been | ooking
for the | ast couple of years at whether these strike forces
are too heavy handed and have resulted in incidents |ike
the | atest shootings?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO As | indicated, we have pattern and
practice investigations underway now i n New York. So
really should not comment on any issue with respect to that.

Wth respect to "touchy-feely," that is an interesting
expression that you all have coi ned. But what good policing
I's, is not just touchy-feely, it is firm fair enforcenent
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that fits the crine. It is rigorous investigations,
conducted according to principles of due process, that do
not single out any one group, and do not profile a matter
based on race, and do not stop young peopl e just because of
race.

It is a process that people can have confidence in. Wat we
need to do is to identify those that abuse the power that
they have as police officers and take steps to see that
they don't do it again.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, is one of the options you are | ooking
at in this pattern and practice investigations -- one of
the options that you are | ooking at to play observers?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO It will depend on what we find. And
It would be inappropriate to comment at this early point.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, over the |last several years there have
been -- and | gather there was again this week fromthe
folks in that review -- periodic calls for sone kind of

nati onal comm ssion to | ook at police conduct in Anmerica.

We heard this after Waco. W heard this after Ruby Ridge.

W heard this after sone of the concerns that the Nati onal
Ri fl e Associ ation rai sed about the ATF. Various groups from
all different spectruns have suggested this. And that is on
t he tabl e agai n.

VWhat do you think would be acconplished, if anything, by
such a conm ssi on?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | think what is inportant nowis it
Is inmportant for us to hear from peopl e who have i deas and
under st and what can be done to build the trust, to identify
t he wongdoers, and to get themout of policing if we
cannot otherw se correct the situation.

VWhat we need to do is to go forward and get sone of these
I deas i npl enmented, share best practices with police
agenci es across the country as to how you enforce the | aw,
but do it so that the public can have confidence. | think
what it goes to is just what | was nentioning earlier --
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that police represent the authority of governnent, a
governnent who can tell its citizens what to do on certain
occasi ons, nore than any other group of people.

| mean the position of a police officer is extraordinarily
I nportant, because it represents the best and, in very
limted circunstances, the worst. And we need to hear from
people as to what is working in communities to pronote the
best .

There are a nunber of issues. How do we devel op best
practices to avoid people believing that they are being

st opped just because of race? How do we create the best
practices across this Nation to nmake sure that young peopl e
don't feel enbittered because they feel |ike they were

st opped just because they were young and bl ack? How do we
make sure that police officers are trained as best as they
possi bly can be trained and when to shoot and don't shoot?

Let nme give you an exanple. | do not know how many around
this table have participated in one of these sinulators,
but, with nodern technol ogy, you can now, with a | aser gun,
have scenes put up on a screen that are real-life scenes
that a police officer faces -- sonebody com ng around a
corner in a dark alley; is he friend? Is he foe? Is he
going to shoot you? Is he not? O is he going to shoot the
person that he is with?

When to shoot and when not to shoot is one of the nost
difficult decisions in sone circunstances that anybody
could make. And | suspect if you all went around the table
and did a series of five shoot/don't shoot situations, you
woul d probably be killed three tines. You would kill the
wrong person tw ce and you woul d understand better than
ever before how difficult these decisions are.

But it is inperative that we nake sure our police officers
have the training and the support they need to nmake these
difficult decisions.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, back to the situation in New York,
Mayor G uliani is thinking about running for the Senate, as
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is Hillary dinton. |Is that going to conplicate it, the
Cinton Justice Departnent | ooking at the New York Police
Depart nent ?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO We are going to do everything that
we undertake in this investigation based on the evidence
and the law and the desire to nmake sure that we take
appropriate action agai nst wongdoers -- firm vigorous
action -- that reflects our feelings that this conduct
shoul d absolutely not be tolerated. But, at the sane tine,
recogni zi ng good policing and pronoting it in every way we
can.

QUESTION: M. Guliani's spokeswonan said that the only
reason you put out the statenent | ast week was because the
State Attorney General had announced their own

I nvestigation. What was the notivation of why you put out
t he statenent?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | do not know when the Attorney
CGeneral announced his. | do not do things based on what

ot hers do, because | do not usually know that they're doing
it.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, to backtrack, what do you expect the
Mayor's office in New York City to cooperate with the
Justice investigation?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | woul d hope that everybody coul d
cooperate. Because what we are about here is building
confidence. And the best way to build confidence is for
people to talk out the issues and get themresol ved. And,
I n connection wth the crimnal investigations, we wll
pursue those the right way.

QUESTION: G ven the current clinmate there, how serious
woul d you say the threat to public confidence in policing
iIs there in New York?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would not comment on the specific
cases that we are investigating.
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QUESTION: Ms. Reno, may | engage in a bit of special
pl eadi ng here?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO You are always so effective.
(Laughter.)

QUESTION: In the last couple of weeks, for no reasons other
than just the chance to talk with people in | aw
enforcenent, investigators in several Federal agencies --
sone of which are Justice Departnent, sonme of which are
Treasury, but all of which -- all of those cases are
prosecuted by U S. Attorneys -- they have said that they
are being advised by U S. Attorneys around the country that
when they have big cases and big arrests, that they shoul d
limt nore the anbunt of information that they publicly
reveal about the nature of the crines involved.

To give you a very sinple exanple, drug agents and ATF
agents have said they are being told that when they seize

| arge anobunts of illegal weapons or |arge anounts of

i1l egal drugs that they should not follow the past practice
of showing all the stuff that they have seized, but rather
just show a small anmount, a small sanple. Is there sone
concern in the Departnent that in that past practice of
showing all the stuff that is seized in a big case has
hanpered prosecution or led to acquittals when convictions
were within reach?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO |'m not aware of such advice. But,
may | do this in response to your pleading, and rule that
we wll defer this, and | wll appoint a special nmaster --

(Laughter.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO -- Myron Marlin, to give you the
best infornation that we can.

In a separate context that has nothing to do with your

question, because | really do not know of any -- | do not
know t he cases of which you speak, so we need to pursue
that and understand that -- | want to nake very sure that
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when we nake arrests, because |'ve seen it before, people
say, here we have all these drugs, we seized this, we
seized that, what |'mnore interested in is are what are we
doi ng to make sure that we have put a drug organi zati on out
of business so that it does not spring up again. \Wat are
we doing to get the nmmjor people in the organization
arrested, and not just the subordinates?

That is what | aminterested in. And we can comment only in
alimted way with respect to those issues, but | just want
to nake sure that we are as straightforward with the

Aneri can people as we can be.

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, with respect to what M. WIIlians said,
| have heard simlar information.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would refer you to Special Master
Marlin.

(Laughter.)

QUESTION: Ms. Reno, on the Canpai gn Finance Task Force,

t here has been no announcenent or word of indictnent for
nmont hs now. Sone are saying that their work has ground to a
standstill, that the statute of limtations has expired in
sone cases. What is the exact status of the task force at
this point? Have any avenues of the investigation been
specifically cl osed?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO None have been specifically cl osed
to ny knowl edge. We are trying to pursue every |ead. You
all get spoiled sonetines because there is one indictnent
after another, and then you think that that's what happens
I n every investigation. Think back to sone of these

I nvestigations that take a | ong period of tinme, build on

I nformati on devel oped fromearly arrests in the case. And,

other than that, | cannot comment other than to say we are
going to pursue every |lead that we can as vigorously as
possi bl e.

QUESTI ON: But has the statute of limtations expired
specifically in the case of John Huang?
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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would not comment with respect to
any matter that is pending.

QUESTI ON: Wil e we are tal ki ng about pendi ng
I nvestigations, is the Dan Burton investigation still going
on?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would not comment.
QUESTI ON:  How about the Hal ey Barbour investigation?
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would not comment.

QUESTI ON: Ms. Reno, people are starting to focus on their
political futures. Do you have any interest in running for
of fi ce agai n?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | made a judgnent that | would try,
for whatever tinme | have here, to be the best Attorney
CGCeneral possible, and then | would go off and get in ny
truck and explore the country.

(Laughter.)
QUESTION: I's Donna Shalala still going wth you?
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | do not know.

QUESTION: In your recent visits to Col onbia, you expressed
Interest in getting sonme of the drug dealers from Col onbi a
extradited to the U S. | wonder if you could tell nme if
there has been any progress in those requests for
extradition so far?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | could not comment concerning the
Col onbi a proceedi ngs, but we are very encouraged by events
to date.

QUESTI ON: But at the nonent they are in the Col onbi an
Government's hands. | nean you have al ready requested their
extradition and now you are waiting for the Col onbi an
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Governnent to respond.
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG It is now pending in Col onbi a.

QUESTION: Can | ask you one nore question? Regarding the
three Anericans that were killed in Colonbia, the three
m ssionaries, | wonder if you would like to see those
responsi bl e added to the list of people that you are
requesting for extradition?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would not comment at this point,
because it woul d be premature.

QUESTI ON:  What woul d you like Justice to do with regard to
t hose responsi bl e?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | would like, wwth all nmy heart and
soul, to see that whonever is responsible for that is
brought to justice.

QUESTI ON: Her e?

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO It will depend on the circunstances
as to what is nost appropriate. | just want to see that
whoever did that terrible crinme -- three m ssionaries --

t hey shoul d be brought to justice.

QUESTI ON:  Thank you, Ms. Reno.

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Thank you, all.

(Whereupon, at 9:54 a.m, the press conference concl uded.)
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