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ATTY GEN. RENO | amvery, very troubled by the infornmation
| received this week suggesting that pyrotechnic devices
may have been used in the early norning hours on April the
19t h, 1993, at Waco. At this time, all avail able

I ndications are that the devices were not directed at the
mai n wooden conpound, were di scharged several hours before
the fire started, and were not the cause of the fire.
Nonet hel ess, it is absolutely critical that we do
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everything humanly possible to learn all the facts as
accurately as possible and nmake them avail able to the
publ i c and Congress.

Prior to April the 19th, | received assurances that the gas
and its neans of use were not pyrotechnic. Since then, |
have consistently been told that no pyrotechnic devices
were used. | will continue to pursue this matter to get to
the truth.

That is why Director Freeh and | have ordered a full review

of all the facts concerning this matter. | intend the
results of the review to be made public, and I w Il not
stop till | get to the bottomof this.

Q Who's going to do this review?

ATTY GEN. RENO |I'min conversation with the director and
wll be with himtoday to nake a determ nation.

Q Should it be soneone outside of the FBI, do you think?
ATTY GEN. RENO We'Il tal k about it today.

Q Do you personally believe that this was an error if

I ndeed such pyrotechnic devices were used, to whether they
started the fire or not? Was that an error -- (inaudible)?
ATTY GEN. RENO | don't want to speculate any further. |
want to pursue it to get to the bottom and then nake the
facts available to everybody.

Q Do you feel you have been m sled, hung out to dry?
(Laughs.) (Laughter.) | nean, you have been out there for
six years, stating adamantly that those devices were never
used.

ATTY GEN. RENO | think --

Q Aren't you angry?

ATTY GEN. RENO | amvery, very frustrated

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1999/avail82699.htm (2 of 17) [5/8/2009 3:33:05 PM]



08-26-99: JUSTICE DEPARTMENT WEEKLY MEDIA AVAILABILITY WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO THURSDAY, AUGUST 26, 1999

But in sonething like this, you have got to constantly
pursue every issue and not give up, and not get frustrated
until you get to the bottomline, which is the truth.

Q Ms. Reno, many Anericans won't see this as an act of
om ssion. What does this do to your credibility and that of
t he departnent?

ATTY GEN. RENOG | don't think it's very good for ny
credibility. That's the reason | amgoing to pursue it
until | get to the truth.

Q What about other reports that the mlitary Delta Force
may have been involved in one way or another? WIIl you nmake
an inquiry into that, as well?

ATTY GEN. RENO W wi Il pursue any issue that is in
guesti on.

Q Wiy are still issues in question six years after this
event ?

ATTY GEN. RENO Again, | think that people | ook, go back
over the evidence, review all the evidence. And one of the

things that | have discovered -- if you had an event that
took place here in the mddle of the table, and all of you
active reporters around the table, |1'd get probably --
(counts the reporters around the table) -- 1'd get about 11
different versions of it. The inportant thing is to keep
going till you get the truth.

QBut in this case, the whole Waco incident has been so
heavily scrutinized by everyone, how could a sinple fact
| i ke this have slipped through?

ATTY GEN. RENO | amgoing to find out.

Q A nenber of Congress has already called for congressional
hearings on this to see whether there was sone fal se
testinony given at the Waco hearings. Do you think that
congressi onal hearings would be appropriate or necessary in
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this case?

ATTY GEN. RENO As | have always said with respect to
congressional oversight, I welcone it, and I'I|l be happy to
cooperate in every way that | can.

Q Ms. Reno, there are surveillance tapes of people talking
I nsi de the conpound. Have the transcripts of those tapes,
or the actual tapes, ever been rel eased?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't know whet her they have been
rel eased or not in terns of public release, but I wll have
Myron check and | et you know.

Q Wul d you consi der rel easing those tapes since they are
pretty key evidence of who started the fire?

ATTY GEN. RENO Wiat we need to do is cooperate with the
Texas Rangers, to do nothing that would interfere with

what ever inquiry that they are undertaking, and do it in an
orderly way; and then consistent with the pending civil
litigation, make everything available that can be nade
avai | abl e.

Q You' ve always said that no | aw enforcenent official fired
a shot that day. Can you still categorically deny that any
| aw enforcenent official fired shots?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | don't have any information that

I ndi cates that they did. W received information and
concerns by a -- sonebody rel ated, or who had prepared a
filmor analyzed a film Representatives of the departnent
and representatives of the FBI went over it in detail and
concl uded that there was no basis for suggesting that shots
had been fired. If there is any evidence, as | said three

weeks ago, | want to review it and pursue it and not engage
I n speculation, but pursue it till we get to the bottom of
it.

Q That will be part of this review, as well?

ATTY. GEN. RENO Any of the instances, any of the questions
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rai sed, we will pursue.

Q Ms. Reno, given that this information has been,

obvi ously, out there now for six years, how can you and the
FBI be so confident that this pyrotechnic device had
nothing to do wth starting the fire?

ATTY. GEN. RENO W don't see any basis for it, based on
what we know now, but we will not -- If there is any
information that indicates that it did, we will pursue it.

Qls it possible, then, that this did in sone way |lead to
the start of the fire?

ATTY. GEN. RENG | have no infornmati on now t hat woul d

indicate that it did, and it -- the information that we
have was that it occurred hours before the fire started. W
have the tapes. But we will pursue all of those questions

to make sure that we get to the truth.

Q Could the fear on the part of those Davidians in the
house that they were going to be burned out, could that
have sone influence on their setting the fire thensel ves?

ATTY. GEN. RENG | have no reason to believe that, but we
wi || pursue any concern.

Q Ms. Reno, you nentioned your own credibility, that this
I's not good for your own credibility. What about the
credibility of government and | aw enforcenent in general ? |
mean, this event was a sort of a big |andmark, | guess, for
a revelation of --

ATTY. GEN. RENO One of the truths that we will never be
able to get to is what was the right thing to do, because
we don't know whet her David Koresh woul d have done it two
weeks |l ater on his own w thout any provocati on and we woul d
have been bl aned for not acti ng.

Al'l that we can do in | aw enforcenent where we deal wth
human bei ngs who do different things and march to different
drummers is nmake the best judgnment we can based on the
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i nformati on we have avail able, pursue it, and then do
everything we can to get the truth and to determ ne what
can be done to avoid such tragedies for the future.

Q Ms. Reno, six years ago, you won the respect of many
Americans by taking responsibility for what happened in
Waco. If it turns out that the FBI or any |aw enforcenent
authorities may have had sone responsibility, direct
responsibility, for causing the fire, if it turns out that
Is the fact, if it is proven, will you take responsibility
for that?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't know because it hasn't happened and
| don't do what-ifs.

Q Ms. Reno, there's a lot of political agendas being
brought to this particular table. The evidence is still
overwhel mng that a cult group intent on sone kind of fiery
end, sone type of suicidal end in confrontation with
governnment caused its own destruction and actually nurdered
chil dren and people who weren't going along with that
particul ar scenario. |Is there any doubt in your mnd -- any
doubt in mnd now -- despite the evidence of these

cani sters, that that fire was started on the orders of cult
| eaders, that they did nmurder the people inside that
conpound, and that the FBI was not responsi bl e?

ATTY GEN. RENO | have no reason whatsoever at this point
to believe that the FBI was responsible for the deaths of
the people. But | think it is inportant for the Anmerican
peopl e to know t hat we have pursued every question, and
pursued as far as we humanly can, to get to the truth.

Q Ms. Reno, can | ask you a question on a different

subj ect, on the Bank of New York noney | aundering case?
Coul d you bring us up to date on the investigation? And
does it appear as if sonme of the noney involved, reportedly
up to $10 billion, originated with I M- | oans to Russia?

ATTY GEN. RENO Again, | don't comrent.

Q Just to follow up, reports say that the FBlI nonitored
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certain accounts of the Bank of New York for a period of
many nonths while as nuch as, again, $10 billion fl owed
t hrough those accounts. Can you say why the FBI sinply
nmonitored it w thout doing anything while all this noney
dr ai ned out ?

ATTY GEN. RENO | wll not conmment.

Q Can't you comrent, though, at |east on what effect,
per haps, the revelation of this crinme had on the ongoi ng
I nvesti gation?

ATTY GEN. RENO | wll not coment.

Q Can you go so far as to say that there is sone indication
that what is called the Red Mafia of Russia nay have been a
principal involved in noving billions and billions of
dollars fromRussia to the U S. ?

ATTY GEN. RENO As you know, | sinply do not comment in
situations |ike this.

Qls this a situation that you have to discuss with the
State Departnent, considering possible diplomtic
ramfications if Yeltsin's governnent is involved? | nean,
as you pursue this investigation, do you have to keep in
touch with State and NSC peopl e?

ATTY GEN. RENO My answer woul d be the sane; | shoul d not
conment - -

QIn a general sense, |leaving aside the details of this
case, which you can't comment on, inroads of the Russian
organi zed crine groups in the United States into banking
and financial markets, is this sonething that you have seen
greater evidence of? Is it sonething that increasingly
concerns the Justice Departnent?

ATTY GEN. RENO We have focused, since | have cone into

of fice, on organized crinme both in its traditional sense
and in its international origins and consequence, and it is
one of our highest priorities.
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Q Ma'am do you think that the Bank of New York's scandal
shoul d spur other Justice Departnent investigations into
other U. S. banks for simlar types of noney |aundering?

ATTY GEN. RENO | will not conmment on anything specifically
that you nention. But | will say that noney | aunderi ng,
generally, is a matter that both the Treasury Depart nent
and the Justice Departnent pursue as vigorously as
possi bl e.

Q Ms. Reno, back to Waco for a second, what evidence was it
t hat convinced you to change your statenments? Was it

physi cal evidence? Was it spent canisters that were

di scovered? Was it paperwork or sinply the comments of Dan
Coul son?

ATTY GEN. RENO What |1'd like to do is make sure that we
don't do anything that will interfere with whatever inquiry
t he Texas Rangers are doing and then make appropriate
comrents, at appropriate tinmes, about what was invol ved.

Q Ckay. Had -- (M. Coulson ?) -- never nade the statenents
to the Dallas Morning News, would this factor have ever
been di scovered?

ATTY GEN. RENO Based on what | have seen, | think it woul d
have.

Q How so? | nean, is there a regular review of the facts in
this case?

ATTY GEN. RENO What | would like to do is, rather than

specul ate and add to the speculation, I'd |ike to nmake sure
that we determ ne exactly howit was -- how the pieces of

i nformati on were found, what the process was, and then make
t hat public.

Q(Of mke) -- New Jersey, Governor Witnman seens pretty
confident that the conflict of interest issues with the FBI
agent -- (off mke) -- the state police? Can you conment on

that at all?
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ATTY GEN. RENO | would leave it to Governor Wiitman to
comment on.

Q Back to the Davidian tragedy just briefly, do you feel,
Ms. Reno, that there was any justification for using any
kind of incendiary ordnance around that -- during that
siege? In that situation, was it justified in any way?

ATTY GEN. RENO W will see as we pursue this. But at the
outset and before | approved the plan, | nade inquiry as to
whet her the gas or the devices used for conveying the gas
were incendiary, and | was told that they were not. | was
concerned about the possibility of fire started by such
devi ces.

QAt the tinme that the siege was going on, you were
concer ned about fire?

ATTY GEN. RENO No, at -- when you say "at the tinme the
siege was going on." Prior to the FBI inplenenting its plan
on April the 19th.

Q Ms. Reno, on the Wn Ho Lee case for a noment, the nerits

of that case -- (off mke). Does that concern you? And do
you think it's tine for the governnment to finally nake a
decision after all these nonths, yes or no, and -- (off

m ke) ?

ATTY GEN. RENG | can't conmment on pendi ng i nvestigations
except to say that, as you may have heard before, | don't
specul ate on tinme because | think it is inportant that
justice be done and that we pursue any matter as carefully
and as thoughtfully as possible.

Q What kind of investigation are you planning with Director
Freeh? Is this a crimnal review? Is this --

ATTY GEN. RENO W will be tal king today about just how it
shoul d be construct ed.

Q And you're talking directly to M. Freeh even though he's
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on vacation?
ATTY GEN. RENO | have not talked to himyet. | intend to.

Q Ms. Reno, are you enbarrassed by this at all? | nean,

you' ve had the evidence for six years, and then the Texas
Rangers and a docunentary film maker cone in -- | don't
know how | ong this guy has been working on the film but
probably nonths, maybe a year, and they cone in and they

di scover evidence that the FBI didn't discover in six years
after a massive investigation and nmassi ve nedi a cover age.

ATTY GEN. RENO |'m not enbarrassed; |'mvery, very upset.

Q Ms. Reno, didn't the Texas Rangers have possession of
this evidence for all these six years?

ATTY. CGEN. RENO | think that there have been different

I ssues, and as | nentioned to you two weeks ago, we nust
make sure that that process is clear and that the custody
of the evidence is clear.

Q Just to back up, just a mnute. Wien you inquired before
the April 19 date whether there'd been any kind of these
devi ces used, you were assured there would be none used,
were you?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | was -- asked about whether the gas or
the nmeans of delivering the gas were in any way pyrotechnic
or incendiary, because | was concerned about the
possibility of a fire starting. | was told that they were
not .

Q Was that in the formof a directive of yours to Freeh not
to use incendiary pyrotechnic devices?

ATTY. GEN. RENO You will recall Director Freeh was not the
Director of the FBI at the tine. | was told -- | explai ned
that | was concerned that there m ght be sonething that
could initiate a fire, and I was told that this was not.

Q Do you think, reflecting back or perhaps even goi ng back
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t hrough your notes, were you fram ng questions in terns of
what was going to be used at the wooden structure, rather
than the entire Branch Davi di an conpound? Were they parsing
your words?

ATTY. GEN. RENO W will -- 1 don't want to specul ate. W
will see as we pursue the investigation.

Q How qui ckly can this be done?

ATTY. GEN. RENO W would like to do it as quickly as
possi bl e, consistent with getting to the truth.

Qls there any feeling on your part initially that whatever
suppressed this informati on was crim nal ?

ATTY. CGEN. RENO | don't speculate. | just get to the truth
and then take whatever action is appropriate.

Q I'"mnot asking you to speculate. | was just wondering
whet her or not it's your feeling at this point in tine
whet her that's the case?

ATTY. GEN. RENO Wll, a feeling is -- can be a specul ation
and | want to get to the truth and have it based on
sonet hi ng other than a feeling.

Q WIIl you be neeting personally with Director Freeh today,
or conferring by tel ephone?

ATTY. GEN. RENO |I'mgoing to try to confer by tel ephone.

Q Are you going to nake people work overtinme w thout pay,
then, in the -- (inaudible). (Laughter.) Wat is your --
what is your thought on the suit that's being brought by
t he enpl oyees in that case?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | think the |awers in the Departnent of
Justice are sone of the finest professionals that | have

ever worked with, and |I have said before and I'll say again
that one of ny special m ssions as attorney general now and
when | | eave here is to let the people of the United States
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know how many dedi cated nen and wonen work with them and
for themall across this country. They work | ong hours,
they' re dedi cated professionals, and what we nust do is
underline and respect their professionalismand otherw se,
| think the litigation should speak for itself,

Q Are you concerned that if the Departnent | awers were to
be paid on an hourly basis that that spirit of
prof essionalismcould suffer?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think it's inportant for us all to work
through this issue and not litigate it in the papers but
litigate it properly in the courts.

Q (Inaudible) -- there are a lot of things closing in that
seemto fill your head right now, you know, the |awers'
suit, the Waco situation, Wen Ho Lee. Just -- (inaudible)
-- how have -- as you | ook back on your tenure, could they,
had t hey, where -- you know -- just -- do you feel |ike
things are kind of closing in?

ATTY GEN. RENO No. (Laughter.) You all are kind of closing
i n. (Laughter.)

QM. Reno -- | nean, how do you -- if this --
ATTY GEN. RENO There seemto be nore of you here today.

One of the things that you learn, if you care about public
service, is that it's not always the easy issues, that you
face very difficult issues. You do the best you can. You
try to pursue every avenue to get to the right thing to do,
to get to the truth. And if you are going to |let things get
you down, maybe you should go do sonething el se.

And | think the inportant thing for anybody that's
interested in public service is nove ahead, try to continue
to do the right thing; if you have nade a m stake, say you
have made a mi stake; and then try to get to what the right
thing is.

Q You' ve nentioned that when you | eave office here -- in
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conjunction with saluting the professionals that work for
you -- have you given any consideration to the timng of
when you m ght | eave your post?

ATTY GEN. RENO | take it day by day. I'll be like Scarlet.
(Laughter.)

Q But you're still planning to serve out your second -- (|
mean, your tenure ?) -- just finishing?

ATTY GEN. RENO | think that depends on everybody el se. But
| am here.

Q Ms. Reno, next week there is a conference in Germany that
the FBI is participating in, that deals with aspects of
organi zed crine that pose the greatest threats to nati onal
security in Europe and Eurasi a.

| notice in a FBI press release that Russia doesn't appear
to be one of the key participants of this. I amnot sure if
they are participating.

Does U S. law enforcenent -- not just in the case of what's
happeni ng today with the Bank of New York situation -- but
does U. S. |aw enforcenent need to inprove its relations
wth Russian | aw enforcenent? O are you satisfied with the
state of things between --

ATTY GEN. RENO W al ways are trying.

One of the things that | have comented on, on a nunber of
occasions, is the fact that crine is becom ng international
inits origin and in its consequence. And, thus, | think it
Is inportant to build good strong working rel ationships

W th professional | aw enforcenent around the world. And we
will continue that, with respect to Russia and to other
countries, to try to build a good working rel ationship of
prof essional |aw enforcenent officials to deal with these

i ssues.

Q Ms. Reno, sone good news in the sting at Mam
International, with Anerican Airlines. But sone bad news
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was that the atnosphere there was described as so

“mafi 0so," so corrupted, that people didn't want to work
there, tried to get out of being based or working at M am
International. |Is that sonething that you feel needs to be
cl eaned up?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | think it's inportant that that case be
litigated not in the papers, but in the court.

Q Ms. Reno, the FBI has told the INSto stop using its
dat abase to check people arriving fromoverseas. The INS
says that's the best way they know of to keep crimnals
fromcomng into this country. The FBI says it's a civi

| iberties question, that the INS doesn't have probable
cause for every single person arriving. How can this be
sol ved?

ATTY. GEN. RENO W're working on it.
Q Can you expand on that a little bit?

ATTY. CGEN. RENO. One of the things that you all expect is
sonetines instant sol utions, and again, what we try to do
Is take the critically inportant issues that we face in |aw
enforcenent, which is how we use the authority of office in
a constitutional way, consistent wth people's rights of
privacy, and nake the best judgnents we can and we'l |l
continue to do that.

Q Ms. Reno, do you have an instant solution in regard to
FI DNET? | know that you' ve had sone congressional queries
about the system Have you responded to Representative
Arnmey's letter or any other inquiry about --

ATTY. CGEN. RENO Let ne check and see. |'lIl ask Myron to
tell you where we're at.

Qls there any effort afoot now to reach out -- for the
FBI, especially, to reach out to mlitia groups to try and
explain this latest flap any nore? | nean, the FBI already
has sort of a casual programwth sone mlitia groups.
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ATTY. GEN. RENO | would let the FBI nmake any comment t hat
was appropriate in that regard.

Q Does that nmean you haven't directed --

ATTY. GEN. RENO I'd let them make any comment that was
appropri at e.

Q Ms. Reno, what do you say to the famly nenbers of sone
of the Davidian nmenbers who will see this as further
evi dence of sone sort of governnent coverup?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | will say that I"mgoing to continue to
pursue this until we nake sure that we have the truth and
that we will continue to pursue the truth in the
litigation.

Q (OFf mike.)

ATTY. GEN. RENO One of the things that people, | think,
understand is that you try your best to get to the truth
and you soneti nes nmake m st akes.

The people that say, "Ckay, that's it, I"'mnot going to
pursue it anynore," don't do a service to the public. Those
that follow up, get to the facts, get to the bottomof a
situation are the people that | think the public wll
listen to. Anybody that says they never nmke m stakes, they
never rely on information that proves to be inaccurate, |'d
like to neet them

QBut in this case, they would say you guys weren't the
ones that got the truth; it was the Texas Rangers and a
docunentary filmmaker, that they -- (off mke).

ATTY GEN. RENO Well, we'll pursue everything we can, every
| ead we can, every process we can to try to get to the
truth.

Q Ms. Reno, do you know -- still on Waco -- do you know if
the firing of those canisters violated the rul es of
engagenent at Waco?
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ATTY GEN. RENO Again, | won't speculate. |I'll pursue it
and see what the results produce.

Q And you said that you had spoken a policy before the day
-- (off mke) -- that said no incendiaries were to be used;
you had nmade that clear.

ATTY GEN. RENO | had --
Q At what date, though.

ATTY GEN. RENG | don't know the date. W had had
conti nui ng di scussions over the week of April the 12th as
to whether the -- what the nature of the gas was, whether
It was incendiary and whether the devices were. | did not
want those used. | asked for and recei ved assurances that
they were not incendiary.

Q There's a crimnal case out in South Dakota that you may
be famliar with where a young nan was severely beaten on

an I ndian reservation. |Is there any evidence at this point
to suggest that there was a racial notive?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't have all the facts. And | have
asked for a full report on it.

Thank you.
Q(Of mke) -- investigation of the Charl eston, West
Virginia, police departnent for civil rights violations.

What pronpted that investigation?

ATTY GEN. RENO | understand that the Cvil Rights Division
has publicly acknow edged that there is a pattern and
practice investigation. Oherwise, | can't comment.

Q Thank you very nuch.
ATTY GEN. RENO Thank you.
END.
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