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REMARKS OF ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO

(10:18 a. m)

GENERAL RENO. Thank you, Jam e, for your wonderful service
to this country. M. Myor, thank you for all that you're
doing wwth this wonderful city. M. Rutstein, that was a
wonder ful speech.

And to the people of Washington, thank you fromthe bottom
of ny heart. About 7-1/2 years ago | cane to a city | did

not know well. I'd wake up early in the norning and wal k
through its streets. On |ate afternoons and eveni ngs |
woul d explore further. | have cone to love this city, and

have felt wel cone.

| have watched the city begin to cone together in these 7-
1/ 2 years. | see new things happening. | see young nen
I nvol ved and caring, and M. Myor, you and the people of
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Washi ngt on have done so nuch.

There is nuch nore to do. Although crine is down in
Washi ngt on, although crinme is dowmn 7 years in arowin this
Nation, there's still too nmuch. Let nme put it in
perspective for you. From 1992 to 1996, Chicago had 3, 063
gun hom cides. Toronto, a city of simlar size, had 100
during the sane period. W've got far to go.

But everybody is right, partnership is the key. The

I nvol vement of the corporate world and business is
absolutely critical, but never forget, no matter what you
do, no matter what structures you build, no matter what
financi ng schenes you develop, the ultimate answer lies in
t he peopl e of Washington, every single person in
Washi ngt on, and we can't | ose any single one.

How do we do it? | think we think in terns of crine as
bui | di ng bl ocks. What are the building blocks to build
strong, healthy children who can stay away from vi ol ence
and | ead strong, constructive lives. Wiy does the corporate
sector care?

First of all, you care because you care about Washi ngton,
because you care about these kids, because you care about
the safety of your comrunity, but if that doesn't inpress
you, you care because you need a workforce that can sustain
your conpany as a first-rate conpany and help maintain
America as the greatest Nation in the world. W need a

wor kforce that has the skills, that can conpete, that can
make a difference, and schools by thenselves will not solve
t hat probl em

The doctors say, |'mjust a doctor with a m ddl e-cl ass
practice. That's not ny problem It's your problem because
the health care institutions will be brought to their knees

unl ess we sol ve the problem of one of the epidemcs in this
country, youth violence.

( Appl ause.)

GENERAL RENO. All of us must care, and public health,
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ener gency room physicians, famly doctors, the crim nal
justice sector nust cone together to say that unless we end
viol ence in the home we are never going to end it on the
streets of Washington. W have got to interrupt the cycle
now, and there should be material in every doctor's office
I n Washi ngt on about donestic viol ence and where you go, and
you shoul dn't have to accept it.

( Appl ause.)

GENERAL RENO. But on the way over, Jami e rem nded ne that
It does take noney.

(Laughter.)

GENERAL RENO And it does take an inconme stream She's
right, but there's an awful |lot that can be done if you
bring this incone streamtogether with this grant, and this
person, and this existing program and put themtogether in
a conprehensive effort that doesn't duplicate but provides
a concerted | everage force.

Where do we begin? |I've seen the difference that corporate
part nershi ps can nmake. I n Brooklyn, New York, a

phar maceuti cal conpany worked with [ ocal | aw enforcenent,
educat ors, and community organi zations to renovate a 150-
year-old building for a K through 8 public school. It
installed a video nonitoring systemfor the | ocal subway
station, it shut down open-air drug markets, and it built a
park and pl ayground. It encouraged others to do the sane,
and crinme dropped.

I n Phil adel phia, a |ocal baking conpany fornmed a conmunity
devel opnent corporation to conbat rising crinme, ranpant
vandal i sm and fl ourishing youth gang activity. For nore
than 30 years, the baking conpany has worked closely with
nei ghbor hood resi dents, schools, and | aw enforcenent.

It has hel ped rehabilitate over 300 derelict buildings into
single famly hones, converted abandoned war ehouses into

apartnent buil dings and community centers, revitalized the
nei ghborhood's commercial district, created a |local police
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substation and nuni ci pal service center, and placed over
500 | ocal high school students in career-related sumrer
j obs by bringing people together, by identifying spark
plugs in the community.

There is a Catholic nun there that is an absol ute spark
plug that no incone stream could possibly replace, but
she'd be the first to look for your income stream

(Laughter.)

GENERAL RENO. U.S. Attorney Wlnma Lewis is doing sone
wonderful things here in partnership in community
prosecution that is making such a difference.

But where do we go? Wiat do we do? How do we do it? First
of all, we |look at the building blocks: strong and heal t hy
parents, children with appropriate preventative nedi ca
care, including prenatal care. W should make sure, M.
Mayor, in Wards 7 and 8 that every single child has
appropriate prenatal care before they cone into this world,
and every single child is eligible and is enrolled in
prograns for proper preventative nedical care. W shoul dn't
wait to spend $3 down the road for $1 that we can invest
now i n proper prenatal care.

(Appl ause.)

GENERAL RENO You've got the opportunity in Washi ngton,
because you have a | ot of people who care and want to
nmentor. You have a discrete city with great pride. You' ve
got the programthat the mayor's planning in Wards 7 and 8.
We can take it piece by piece and show that we can nake a
di fference.

Now, sonetines you'll take four steps forward and five
steps back. Don't get discouraged. Cone at it again, but
cone at it a different way this tine and figure out what
you di d wrong before.

The second thing is, Educare. Every child devel opnent
expert tells ne that the time fromzero to 3 is the nost
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I nportant tinme in a person's life. You |earn the concept of
reward and puni shnent, and devel op a consci ence. Wat good
are all the prisons going to be 18 years fromnow, if a
person doesn't have a conscience and doesn't understand
puni shnent ? Let's nmake the investnent now i n Educare.

( Appl ause.)

GENERAL RENO. Let's figure how that corporate entity that
wants to contribute can nmake a difference, through proper
opportunities for both parents to spend quality tinme with
that child during those formative years.

| never understood what bonding neant, but | will tell you,
sone corporate executives have cone closer to telling ne
and explaining to nme what bondi ng neans, when | see
sonebody able to take tine off fromwork to go to the day
care center that the corporation has established for its
enpl oyees, where it can nmake a difference. Let's start

t hi nking in even broader terns, a parent's having
opportunities for telecommuting, job-sharing, and an
opportunity to understand, if we can send a person to the
Moon, we ought to be as productive as we can be in
corporate Anerica --

( Appl ause.)

CGENERAL RENG -- while at the sane tine giving famlies
time with children.

(Appl ause.)

GENERAL RENO. Let us make sure that those afternoon
sumertime hours, hours that children are not in school,
when parents are not at hone, that they have proper
supervi si on.

The Carnegi e Foundation has found that children are nore at
ri sk and al one and unsupervised than at any tinme in our
history. Let's get together with corporate Anerica and
change that so our children have sone place to go, and
soneone who | oves them and soneone who supervi ses them
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We have seen enough shootings in the schools of Anerica, on
the streets of Anerica by children who are al one and
confused. Let us change it and bring us together again. Let
us make sure that our schools have the resources necessary
to do the job. I"mnot going to get involved in district
politics. I"'mgoing to talk about the children of America.
Sonmething is wong with a Nation that pays its footbal

pl ayers in the six-digit figures and pays its teachers what
we pay them

(Appl ause.)

GENERAL RENO And | et us understand the beauty of
counselors. | went to a party for a young |l ady |ast night
who |'ve known all of her life, and her counsel or was
there, her counsel or who had wal ked with her through high
school and had nmade such a difference, and now we're trying
to get elenentary schools to have counselors across this
country.

This is sonething that is so inportant. Let's forma
partnership to see that it happens in 7 and 8, so that the
children of those wards can grow up, |et us make sure that
all Americans can grow up with the supervision, the

ki ndness, the shoulder to cry on, the person to talk to
that can nmake the difference in their |ives.

Let us make sure that we keep our children off the streets
during school hours. W can figure out better ways to do
that. Let us nmake sure that our children have the
opportunity for service that is so inportant.

Let us understand, though, that there is a gap. In this
city there will be a |l arge nunber of people returning from
Federal prisons to the streets of WAshington who are young
men who' ve been in trouble, who' ve gone to prison, who've
paid the price.

You have your choice, Washington. They can cone back

W t hout supervision to the apartnent over the open-air drug
mar ket where they got into trouble in the first place,

W t hout an opportunity for a job, wth people putting them
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down because they have a prior record, and guess what?
They're going to do it again.

It is tinme we cone together, the church, private not-for-
profits, police officers, who are good nentors, Governnent
officials, Attorneys General, everybody cone together to
gi ve these young people a chance to get off on the right
foot.

| have a proposal for you. What if the judge is sentencing
sonebody and says, now, |I'mgoing to assign you to this
private not-for-profit group, or this corporation that is
going to give you an opportunity to work after you get out
of prison. You' ve got to do X, Y, and Z while you're in
prison. When you get out, you're going to have to cone back
and report to nme and keep off the bad side, and get on the
good side with the duchess and everybody el se.

( Appl ause.)

CGENERAL RENO And then, if they ness up bad, they go back
to the prison. If they ness up just a little bit, sonebody
gives thema very firmtalking to that doesn't put them
down and doesn't denean them but let's them know t hat

t hey' ve done wr ong.

But otherw se, there's sonebody that's encouragi ng them
There is a business that is saying yes, | will hire you. |
will give you a chance, and | expect the best of you.

W can turn it around, with police officers who are able to
tell themwhat they need to get their voting rights
restored. There's going to be so nuch that we can do if we
don't give up on anybody, and | wll tell you, those young
men have so nuch to contribute. |I've spent Martin Luther
King day this past January working on a building in St.
Louis. | went in there, and the tel evision caneras foll owed
nme, and these young nen | ooked at nme |ike, hmm

(Laughter.)

GENERAL RENO. When the television caneras left and | didn't
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| eave, they stopped going, hnm but they were still

perplexed as to why | was there. | said, give ne sonething
to do. Well, you want to nail this? And so | nailed three-
penny nails into studs, and started putting -- and they

decided I m ght know what | was doi ng.
(Laughter.)

GENERAL RENO. Then we started to talk. They want so to
contribute, to nmake a difference. They want to understand.
| said, well, why don't you talk to police officers. Oh,
no. |'d be | aughed at.

Start talking, start learning, and police officers start

| earning how to talk to these young peopl e, and corporate
Anmerica starts figuring out how you take the chance, and
how you don't take the chance, and what we do to give every
si ngl e Washi ngtoni an a chance to contri bute.

| have spent 7-1/2 years wal king through this city, having
peopl e say, Janet, | want to talk to you, and they've got
good ideas. |'ve wal ked across Anerica, literally through
cities of America. This is a wonderful Nation, with people
who care so nuch

Now, anybody that tells nme, when | go hone, that this isn't
a city worth leading the greatest Nation in the world, that
this isn't a welcomng city, I'"'mgoing to tell themthey're
flat-out wong. The partnerships and feelings that are in
this room the partnerships and feelings that exist in this
city, can nmake it the greatest city in the world in very
short order.

(Appl ause.)

(Whereupon, at 10:33 a.m, the remarks ended.)
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