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Q Good nor ni ng.

ATTY GEN. RENO Good nor ni ng.

Q Ms. Reno, the head of the Canmpai gn Financing Task Force
has been busy formulating his recomrendati on on a speci al
counsel to investigate statenents nade by the vice

presi dent regarding 1996 fundraising. Has that
recomrendation formally reached your desk?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't know what you nean by "formally,"
but | have it.

( Chuckl es.)
Q Wien did you get it?
ATTY GEN. RENO The day before yesterday.

Q And as usual, you don't have a tine limt on how | ong you
are going to consider it?
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ATTY GEN. RENCO Well, | want to consider anything that
anybody wants to present, so | amawaiting the
recommendati on of others, as well.

QWII they carry equal weight with M. Conrad's
recommendati on, or does his --

ATTY GEN. RENO It depends on the substance of the
recomendat i on, how persuasive each recomendation i s and
what the evidence and the law that they rely on is.

Q And you have no expectation of when this will be
resol ved?

ATTY GEN. RENO 1'd like to resolve it as soon as possible.
Q Thank you.
(Pause.)

ATTY GEN. RENO kay. | can go honme now. (Laughs.)
(Laughter.)

Q Can | ask you sonething about hate crine incidents? There
have been a | ot of unrelated, but nuch publicized,

I ncidents involving the victins that may or may not be the
result of racial violence or discrimnation or bias against
gays and so forth.

Yesterday, for exanple, you net with nenbers of the famly
of a teenager in M ssissippi, who was found hanged.

| wonder if you could tell us anything about that neeting;
and al so how you deci de where and when to get involved in
federal investigations, such as for exanple, the FBI has --
you have opened an investigation into the shoplifting-
related death in Mchigan. And now there is an incident in
Phi | adel phia this norning that will probably lead to calls
for federal involvenent. Tell us about the M ssissipp
nmeeting and what your feelings are about when the federal
governnment gets involved in cases |ike this.
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ATTY GEN. RENO Well, we had the opportunity to talk with
M's. Johnson and her son, Roger. W explained that we were
going to pursue this investigation. W wanted to foll ow
every |lead. She is a very courageous |ady, and | very nuch
appreci ated the opportunity to talk with her.

Wth respect to when we pursue an investigation, it really
depends on the circunstances. In sone instances, state and
| ocal officials will pursue it, and it will be nore
appropriate for themto handle it. W try to nake a

j udgnent based on what is in the best interest of justice
and the community. We | ook to see whether federal |aws are
inplicated. But it really has to be on a case-by-case
basis, because it wll depend on the circunstances

I nvolving the state and |l ocal officials as well.

Q Ms. Reno, have you seen the police tape of the
Phi | adel phia incident and --

ATTY GEN. RENO. No, | have not.

Q Has there been any request, from Phil adel phia or anypl ace
el se, that Justice get involved in this case?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't know whether there's been a
request, but the U S. attorney has commenced a prelimnary
I nvestigation.

(Pause.) Better come quick! (Laughter.)
QIl'mconing --

Q On capital clenmency --

Q CGo ahead.

Q -- could you di scuss where the recommendati ons are, as
well as the report, what the tinme line is for the

conpl etion, and when this is going to be forwarded to the
Whi t e House?

ATTY GEN. RENO Are you tal king about the cl enmency
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regul ati ons?

Q Right, as well as the death penalty study that the deputy
attorney general --

ATTY GEN. RENO Well, wth respect to the clenency

regul ations, we hope to conplete those as soon as possi bl e,
so that that nmatter can be avail able, those regul ati ons can
be avail abl e.

Wth respect to the study, | hope to conplete that in the
very near future.

Q Wat is the aimof the study -- (off mke) --

ATTY GEN. RENO Everything | do I want to |look at, to nmake
sure that we do it right.

And if we can't figure out what figures say that we
explore, look at it and try to nake sure that we address
I ssues that are of concern to the American people.

| think one of the things that |I've tried to do in office
Is to say, |Is there a problen? Let's see, let's ook at it,
let's dig -- try to get to the bottomof it.

QIlt's been described as a review or anal ysis of nunbers;
race, anong the issues involved. But will the quality of
def ense and ot her issues be | ooked at as well?

ATTY. GEN. RENO Those are the issues that have got,
ultimately, to be addressed if there seens to be any trend
or indication that that is a factor. In the federal system
| have been generally inpressed with the quality of

I ndi gent defense nmade avail abl e by court appoi ntnent, but
we nmust continue to | ook at it.

The other thing we've got to be careful of, when you get

I nto nunbers, a very small pool of nunbers makes it

I npossi ble to make any sound statistical judgnent, and so
you' ve got to be careful that you don't junp to
conclusions. If there are a significant nunber of
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mnorities comng into the system whether it be in a death
penalty case, a juvenile direct-file case, or just

charging, you've got to look at it to see why. It nmay not
be any disparity in treatnment; it may be just a failure of
Institutions along the way. That's one of the reasons that

| ' ve focused so nmuch on prevention. | think we've got to
provide a solid foundation for everyone, and not wait until
we have got to do renedial action or take punitive action
down t he road.

Q Does it trouble you at all that it does seemthat, aside
fromthe racial question, a lot of death penalty cases are
comng out of a few states, and there are sonething |ike,
what, 11 states that have never even, at |east as of a year
ago, had a case referred to the nain Justice?

ATTY. GEN. RENO One of the points is to | ook carefully at
each one and to try to figure out why. If you | ook at sone
states, we get -- even large urban states -- we get very
few cases. happen to know one of the reasons why. In
Florida, the state attorney prosecutes nost of the death
penalty cases, and the federal prosecutors have not handl ed
that many, traditionally. W've got to see what's happeni ng
In state court, what's happening in federal court. It
becones a very conplicated process. But these are issues
that we need to understand and to | ook at.

But | think one of the key factors that we have got to
consider is looking at it and trying to nake sure that
people simlarly situated are treated the sanme. You' ve
heard ne before on the subject, though. You see so nany
mnority victinse in mnority -- involving mnority

def endants. And these are people, these victins are being
killed or hurt or injured or robbed. W' ve got to nmake sure
that we | ook at the system and give to everyone, the
mnority child or otherw se, an opportunity for a solid
foundation in health care, education, supervision, support,
mentoring, so that they have an opportunity to growin a
strong, constructive way. It is just very inportant that
there be the substance as well as it's also inportant that
t hose who are subjected to the systemfeel that the system
has been fair to them
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QPrelimnarily, have you seen anything so far that woul d
| ead you to believe that there are serious flaws in the
systemas it stands now?

ATTY GEN. RENO Wl I, going to the substance of the serious
flaws, one of the things that troubles ne is that there are
too many that don't have good, healthy, strong starts in
life. And | think that's one of the points that | wll
continue to address.

Wth respect to the disparity, |I don't know whether the
pool is sufficient to make judgnents, and | want to try to
|l ook at it. In other words, if you have a situation where
you have three cases, the change in position in one case
could affect the whole thing dramatically and it woul dn't
be statistically sound.

So we're just looking at it in order to be very careful.

Q Ms. Reno, M. Vasquez- Mendoza (sp) was captured recently
I n Mexico, had been searched for for four years. He's the
accused assassin of M. Richard Fass (sp), a DEA agent.

Now what |'d like to ask is, how do you feel with regard to
this arrest? And are you going to get personally involved
to see that this extradition that's sought by DEA is
successful ?

ATTY GEN. RENO | renenber attending the service for
Speci al Agent Fass (sp) and talking to his famly. And he,
like so many other in law -- others in | aw enforcenent,
wanted to contribute, wanted to make a difference.

W want to pursue it, to nake sure that extradition is
perfected in any way that we can contribute to that effort,
and we will be doing that.

Q WIIl you personally get involved with your Mexican
col | eagues, counterparts.

ATTY GEN. RENO If it be necessary.
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QIf it's necessary.

Q Ms. Reno, on the issue of hate crines |egislation, how
actively is the Justice Departnent involved in |Iobbying on
Capitol HI1? And what's your nessage to Congress in terns
of getting a bill into | aw?

ATTY GEN. RENO | -- we have been nuch i nvol ved

Some people say that hate is not an el enent to be
considered in a crine, but a hate -- a crine notivated by
hat e addresses a whol e group of people. And | think it's
very inportant that we pursue this |egislation, that we
make sure that people who hate who focus on groups of
peopl e understand that there is a strong noral reason why
there should be a renedy and that the federal governnent
shoul d have that renedy to vindicate the rights of the
group. I'mvery hopeful that we can be successful.

Q Ms. Reno, the FBI has recently inplenmented the Carnivore
systemon Internet service providers to perform as |
understand it, a pen-register wiretap function on e-mail on
the Internet. Did you review this system before it was

I npl erented or --

ATTY GEN. RENO I'mtaking a look at it now, to make sure
that we bal ance the rights of all Anmericans with the
technol ogy of today. But whatever the case, this cannot be
done w thout appropriate court order, according to
processes and procedures used now for |lawful surveillance.

But when we devel op new technol ogy, when we apply the
Constitution, | want to nmake sure that we apply it in a
consi stent and bal anced way.

Q Any sentinent now for a separate set of qguidelines,
departnent guidelines, for this whole are of online
I nvestigations or --

ATTY GEN. RENO As you have seen, it has been an exciting

time in |aw enforcenent, as we have absorbed the inpact of
t he new technol ogy.
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Trying to make sure that we use it the right way is one of
my highest priorities because it can be a wonderful tool.
And | don't want it to be a tool that is, in any way, a
cause of concern for privacy interests.

Q But you don't think it needs new departnent guidelines to
gui de what the --

ATTY GEN. RENO W are looking at it to see just what is
needed, if anything.

Q And this is going to cone to you in a formal report?

ATTY GEN. RENO No. | amjust exploring it now Wen | saw

the articles yesterday, | started |looking into it, asking
questions, and want to nmake sure it's done the right way.

| f additional regulations are needed, we will pursue those.
But | think -- The ultimte issue is let's |ook at the
technology. Let's look at that Constitution of ours that's
been in effect for over 200 years. | can't inmagine that
John Marshall, as chief justice, envisioned the |Internet

and e-mail and the wonderful opportunities that nodern

t echnol ogy has brought us. But he sure did envision a
Constitution that has a lasting nature to it, that has
absorbed so many different issues over our history. And I
think that, if we do it carefully and thoughtfully, we can
utilize the technol ogy and protect the constitutional
rights we hold dear.

Q When was this new system first brought to your attention;
do you know? O was it a brand-new subject when you saw t he
articles in the paper?

ATTY GEN. RENO W have known of the capacity to do this.
Its application and what has been done, had not been
brought to ny attention. And | just want to nmake sure that
I ndustry, privacy interests, |lawenforcenent interests are
all fully advised so that we can consi der anybody's
concerns and nmake sure that we address them

Q Does the Carnivore systemcontinue to operate?
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ATTY GEN. RENO Could you call it sonething other than
Carni vore? (Laughter.)

Q Does the systemcontinue to operate while this reviewis
occurring?

ATTY. GEN. RENG | don't know the answer to that. That's a
good question, and I will see.

Q Ms. Reno, the Waco trial is supposed to wap up tonorrow.
The governnent had indicated initially that the two on-
scene commanders, Janmar and Rogers, would be called to
testify. They have not been called. Do you believe there
wi Il have been a full airing of the facts, if the two
peopl e who are nost responsi ble for nmaking decisions at the
| ocal level are not called to testify?

ATTY. GEN. RENG | amrecused, so | would not comment.

Q Ms. Reno, several publications are reporting this norning
t hat negoti ati ons have broken --

ATTY. GEN. RENO | can't see, because of the light.
QOh. It says, "New Aynpic charges likely," the headline.
And it indicates today that negotiations have broken down

and that nowit's reached the phase where charges are
I mm nent. Can you comment on that at all?

ATTY. CGEN. RENO No.

You got one?

Q No. (Laughs.)

Q1 got one. (Laughter.)

QlIn regard to the | eak several weeks ago to Senator
Specter of information about task a force chief's
recomendati on for a special counsel, have you concl uded
the | eak probe --
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ATTY. GEN. RENG | have no conment.

Q Are you finding that there is such, or had been such a
| eak?

ATTY. GEN. RENO |'m not commrenti ng.

Q Returning to the clenency, |let nme asking about sonething
that just, | was sort of curious about when I first heard
about that. Wiy are you fol ks only now drawi ng up the

cl emency regul ations for death penalty cases? This was
passed back in '94, and surely you knew it was com ng down
t he road.

ATTY. GEN. RENO W have been involved in that effort.
Sonmetimes things don't go as fast as I'd liKke.

Q Ms. Reno, do you have any reaction to the reports that
Mal t ese witnesses in the Pan Am 103 bonbi ng, at | east sone
of the witnesses fromMilta, are refusing to testify in the
Lockerbie trial, |ike they were being | eaned on, perhaps.
Do you have any reaction to that?

ATTY. GEN. RENO | have had a report back that is not
consistent with the newspaper report, and so rather than
comrent, | think any further coment should be nmade by
those that are on the site.

Q Are you advising that that newspaper report nmay be in
error?

ATTY GEN. RENO | don't know. | just advise care and
t houghtful ness as we try to find out what the actual
ci rcunst ances are.

Q Ckay. Thank you.
Q Did you have a good vacati on?

ATTY GEN. RENO What vacati on?
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QD dyou get tinme off? Did you get a day off?

ATTY GEN. RENO I'mleaving this afternoon to go to London
to speak at Runnenede as we reconfirmthe debt we owe to

t hose who caused King John to sign the Magna Carta. And it
gi ves you an opportunity to think about the | aw and al

that we have been able to achieve under the rule of |aw
how much our Constitution owes the Magna Carta. It's
wonderful to thunb through the pages and see sone of the
very specific, just logistical things that the barons

want ed, and sone of the grand ideas that they supported.

The | aw gets very conplicated sonetines, and | awers
certainly know how to confuse the English | anguage by their
| egal ese. But what | hope to address is King John's prom se
that to no one will we deny or delay justice or right. |
think one of the great issues that we face in Anerica today
I's how we ensure for all people, not just those that can
afford | awyers or the best |awers, but how we give al
peopl e access to right and to justice.

And |I'm | ooking forward to the opportunity. As | pointed
out to you, there is a sign on the -- chiseled on the east
wal | of the Justice Building which goes sonething |ike
this: "The |l aw i ssues fromthe people. It's derived from
the wll of mankind, franmed by nutual confidence and
sanctioned by the light of reason.” It's inportant that
everyone -- the young man charged with a crinme, the elderly
person who has no one to take care of them children who
are alone and at risk -- that everyone have access to the
right and justice.

Q Thank you.

ATTY GEN. RENO

Q Thank you very nuch.
END.
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