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REMARKS OF ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO

GENERAL RENO. | am delighted to be here today, because
research and devel opnent sound |i ke an unusual subject for
the Departnent of Justice, but | think it is vital to their
future.

At the Departnent, we strive to resolve conflicts that have
al ready occurred, we try to learn an awful | ot about
preventing conflicts that m ght occur, but we're rarely
able to think about the best way to invest for the future
and how to apply the energing technol ogi es of today to the
probl ens of tonorrow
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| sonetines find the hours in the day where | think, okay,
what if we really |learned how to treat drug abuse in this
country? In 1987 | chaired a panel for the State of Florida
on what to do about substance abuse. | found, according to
testinony fromdoctors at the hearings we held around the
State, that there was no course work in addictionology in
any maj or Anmerican nedical school at the tine. | don't know
how much was research was going on at the tinme, and yet

| ook at what drugs have done to Anerica, to our budgets, to
| aw enf orcenent, and we want noney spent for research in
drug abuse as we have had noney spent in weapons and in
mechani cs and ot her factors. How do we devel op a research
agenda that goes to the heart of what Anerica is concerned
about? We nust find the tinme to plan for the future, and we
must invest, we nust increase the efficiency of the entire
crimnal justice system

| f anybody has been to a mmjor Anerican State court system
in this country in the last 20 years, they wll see a
systemthat is just based on nunbers. Nobody can identify
the person. They cone through in the nost inefficient sort
of way. Major inprovenents are being nmade, but just think
of what we could do if we devel oped a court system i nked
to | aw enforcenent, |inked to the prisons, that gave us the
I nformation that would enable us to plan carefully and
utilize our resources as w sely as possi bl e.

We're going to be forced into doing sone things just
because we're not going to be able to prosecute people,
that will enable us to do sone virtual courtroons. Wth
cyber crinme, |lawers are going to becone neani ngl ess, and
we're going to have to link with others hal fway around the
world in terns of devel opi ng courtroons and testinony
opportunities that are going to permt us to try cases,
prosecut e peopl e al though they nmay be hal fway around the
wor | d.

Thi nk of what we could do if we were able to keep the
police officer in the squad car and still conply with the
Constitution in terns of giving themthe opportunity to
confront, the defendant the opportunity to confront his
accuser. These are the types of issues that we have got to
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research, we've got to develop, if we're going to nake the
crimnal justice systema systemthat nmatches the
devel opnent of these last 15 years.

| think it's an extraordinary chall enge, because you're
faced with | awyers.

(Laughter.)

GENERAL RENO. Lawyers are notoriously inefficient. They are
not ori ously focused on the Constitution. | have found sone

very good | awers that are willing to | ook at issues, |ook

at the Constitution, | ook at the technol ogy, and nake sure

that John Marshall's dream of that Constitution as a |iving
docunent that could change fromyear to year and in

devel opnent to devel opnent hol ds true.

But finding the |lawer who understands cyber technol ogy, or
who under stands conplicated physiol ogi cal questions dealing
with drug abuse, while at the sanme tinme understandi ng the
Constitution, is difficult to find. These are going to be
the issues that we have got to confront.

We can anticipate new materials desi gned nol ecul e by

nol ecul e or even atom by atom naterials, in the words of
the President, with ten tines the strength of steel and
only a small fraction of the weight. Wat that could nean
to officers that | have seen killed because they didn't
wear their vest because it was too unconfortable on the
border in the heat, that shouldn't be in a Nation that
spends the noneys we spend for aircraft carriers and things
li ke this. W should have a research agenda in mnd, on the
way, that will enable us to properly protect our officers
in their |aw enforcenent duties.

The White House O fice of Science and Technology is at the
forefront of identifying and pronoting the research and
devel opnent required to enable us to nake all these dreans
a reality, the good dreans the reality and the bad dreans,
enable us to deal with the bad dreans.

| think one of the iIssues that confronts us -- | think one

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/2000/72500ag.htm (3 of 9) [4/21/2009 8:21:47 AM]



07-25-00: UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE REMARKS OF...EY GENERAL JANET RENO 726 JACKSON PLACE WASHINGTON, D.C.

of the nost renarkabl e speeches that | have heard about,
and | even found a recording of it, is Eisenhower's
farewel | address. It was never really focused upon by nost
of Anerica because it got caught up in the inauguration of
John F. Kennedy, but it is a speech that everybody should
read and reread on many occasi ons, because it tal ks about
the industrial-mlitary conpl ex.

We have kind of inherited in | aw enforcenent the industrial -
mlitary conpl ex, because w th downsi zi ng the conpl ex
started | ooking for other people to kind of bring into the
arena, and they were very good about doing that. How we

deal with that so that we're not captives of any conpl ex

but only that that is of the issue, what is in the best

I nterest of the American people, is going to be inportant
for us.

How do we prevent people fromselling us sonething we don't
need, or don't know how to use, that's not based on sound
pl anni ng but based on conmmercial incentives? How do we have
a research agenda that is realistic, one that the Nation
can afford, one that avoids duplication, and nmake sure that
we're spending our dollars as w sely as possible? W' ve got
to be careful in that regard, but | think we can do so nuch
If we work together. W need to apply the sane tal ent and
resources that we now apply to solving human ill nesses to
the crimnal justice system

Al cohol abuse. W've spent so nmuch noney on drug abuse that
I f you cone back and | ook at the figures today, it is

al cohol, not drugs, that is driving on so nmany occasi ons
yout h vi ol ence. Al cohol has been a pl ague upon our house
for all our human exi stence. W shoul d be spendi ng noney in
an orderly way to deal with this and |l earn how to cope with
It once and for all. Any nation that can send a person to

t he Moon ought to have cone further in dealing with this

I ssue and in understanding how to cope.

What nakes a person violent? It has been fascinating to see
sone of the research that corresponds | ead poisoning in

t hose early devel opnental years with behavior, and viol ent
behavi or in subsequent years. There does appear to be a
correlation. Let's find out about it, and if we can't
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afford to tear down the buildings that are causing it, |et
us devel op qui ck, easy neans of providing an antidote or
sone preventive nechanismthat can avoid it, but let us not
sit there and watch the babies of Anerica grow up in | ead-
poi soni ng environnents that don't have to be if we use
science the right way.

One of the things that | find people always surprised about
is that | majored in chemstry at Cornell. | have forgotten
nost of what | |earned --

(Laughter.)

GENERAL RENO. -- except the wonder and magi c of science
and what it can be used for if we focus on it, research,
and understand how we use it best.

This forum brings us together. W have senior |aw
enforcenent officials here, prosecutors, judicial
officials, and inplenmentors, technology officers within al
the segnents of the justice system and researchers. It's
an exciting opportunity to identify and plan, but my I
suggest to you one of the great challenges that we face is
where are we going to get the people?

| can't afford anybody. They've gone to the private sector
just about the tinme they're becom ng the expert. | can't
get people into the justice systemto even plan the basics.
This Nation, before it even thinks about the | ong-range
I ssues, has got to figure out howit conmes to match the
revol uti on of the communi cations industry that we've seen.

We have faced enornous chal | enges, though. W have now seen
crime down 7 years in a row, and sonme people say it's just
like this, you know, it's going to go back up. | don't
think it has to go back up if we use information correctly.

Let nme explain what a prosecutor in Mam would do for 15
years. The police would make the arrest, we would take the
case, we woul d prosecute it, we would not know how it fit
into other arrests or other crines that had not yet been
sol ved. W had sone idea of the pattern. In 1984 we heard
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about this strange substance, and we saw the crines start
up. We didn't know what it was. It turned out to be crack.
We've learned in the last 15 years just what that neans.

W now have anot her substance. It's been around, but it's
started to get a quick hold across Anerica, from Spokane up
to Phil adel phia, and that's neth. W should not stand by
and watch neth put this country in the grip that crack did,
yet enough expert work has been done on it to indicate to
us that nmeth is going to be nore insidious, because you can
function | onger w thout disastrous effects than you could
with crack.

My dreamis that every |aw enforcenent jurisdiction in this
country devel op data bases that enable us to begin to
forecast what is going to happen. | just do it in concepts,
because |I'mnot good at the science of it, but let us take
the D.C. area. Montgonery County, Prince George's County,
Northern Virginia, and the District, one comon data base,
arrest reports, incident reports, energency room

adm ssi ons, Don Adandak data, any other effective, useful

I nformation that can be put into the conputer that every

| aw enforcenent jurisdiction in the country of any nmjor

si ze woul d have analysts trained in howto use the data.

The data, even if we assimlate it, correlate it, and put
It through the nmachines in the best way possible won't nean
anyt hi ng unl ess we have peopl e who understand it.

Then this jurisdiction wiuld sit down together and say,
okay, here are the three nmmjor organizations, drug
organi zati ons causi ng nost of the problem Here's the
delivery systemthat is bringing it fromthis place and
this place. Here are the links to this place.

This is the jurisdiction that has the highest incidents.
This is where we need the policing in the next year. This
I's what is happening in donestic violence. It seens to be
going up. It doesn't seemto be going down. There appears
to be a correlation between further violence and the | ack
of shelters in this particular jurisdiction, thus, that
jurisdiction should spend nore on shelters.
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We could do so nmuch with what has been done to date if we
could plan it, inplenment it, and work with the
appropriators so that they knew their dollars, the
taxpayer's dollars were being spent as wi sely as possible.
|f we can informAnerica with information, we can do so
much.

How do we prevent crine? How do we prevent a Col unbi ne? How
do we prevent so nuch of what we see happening with youth

vi ol ence? Let's |l ook at the record again. Let's get the

i nformation. Let's start linking until we have the nmjor

I ssue that confronts us.

There are peopl e that name new systens strange things that
cause problens just by their nanes, but it doesn't have to
be. If we can explain to the Anerican people what a system
I's, what its purpose is, in clear, understandable ternms,
and then make sure, as we put these systens into effect,
that we focus on what Anerica |likes nost -- Anericans want
to be | et alone.

| f they are mnding their own business, if they' re not
doi ng anything wong, they don't want Governnent telling
them what to do and they don't want Governnent snoopi ng on
them How do we explain that to the American people? W
need good scientists to help us do that, but we have got to
make sure that we focus on privacy issues and that they are
as inportant a part of the research as anything el se.

Finally, with weapons of mass destruction we have had the
opportunity to have exercises to see what these weapons can
do. Qught we to be about devel opi ng resources, doing
research that wll disable these weapons before they get
of f the ground? Qught we not be able to devel op new
nmechani sns to respond immedi ately in nore effective ways?

These are the things that we should be about. These are the
I ssues we shoul d be confronting.

| wll go off inny little red truck in about 6 nonths and
see a country that | have cone to love, all of it, better
than | ever dreanmed that | could. Its people are
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magni ficent. They want so to contribute, and | wll have
time to think about research, and planni ng. That shoul d be
part of everybody's agenda and clearly, in terns of |aw
enforcenent and crimnal justice, we can do so nuch nore.

These are the challenges. | hope that you all will cone up
wth sonme ideas today. | wll welcone them and | woul d ask
as one final parting coment, if you were the Attorney
General of the United States, what would you do? What would
you reconmend to the next Attorney General in terns of

i nformati on technol ogy, in terns of global networks, in
terms of the use of DNA, in terns of ideas and concepts
that | have not even heard about and dreaned of?

How woul d you harness that know edge, that energy, and that
I nformati on and cone to what is the ultimte question of
how do we prevent crine? How do we prevent it before it
even starts, and those that say it's really not possible, |
ask this question: How can a Toronto, a city of simlar
size to Chicago, from 1992 to 1996, have 100 gun hom ci des
and Chi cago have 3,000? Part of it depends on people, but
part of it depends on people's ability to research and
understand the remarkabl e human spirit, and why soneti nes
It errs and why in nost cases in this country it continues
to inspire.

| have had the opportunity to hear fromm nisters of
justice who cone to this country fromthe energing
denocracies in Eastern Europe. | wll leave this office
absolutely in awe of the institution of denpbcracy. It is so
fragile. W nust cherish it, and we nust never take it for
granted. In too many instance we have failed to support
denocracy in terns of research. It can nmake a difference if
we supported it in the way we support our efforts to defend
denocracy around the worl d.

Thank you so nmuch for being here. | think it has sone
exciting possibilities, and I will |look forward to the
answer to the question. I will start it if you give ne the
answer early on, and I will nake sure that whoever cones
after me pursues it, because | think it can make --
research, science, information, data, the truth, the truth
in the context of the human experience, can nmake such a
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difference to us all.

Thank you very nuch.

( Appl ause.)

(Wher eupon, General Reno's remarks ended.)
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