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STATEMENT OF HON. JANET RENO, ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE
UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA

Attorney Ceneral Reno: Thank you so nmuch, WI ma. You have
given me an awful ot to live up to.

It is just a pleasure to be around State prosecutors. |
feel at hone. And around Federal prosecutors, | am even
begi nning to feel at hone there.

[ Laught er. ]

Attorney General Reno: | want you to know that on July
21st, | becane eligible toretire fromthe Federa
Gover nnent .

[ Laught er. ]

[ Appl ause. ]

Attorney Ceneral Reno: Ms. Hall, Reverend and M. Hodge, |
spoke to this group in 1993. They gave ne one of mny nost
cheri shed possessions, which | have seen nuch of lately
because we are getting ready to nove down the hall to the
Solicitor General's Ofice as the Departnent of Justice
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building is being renovated fromstemto stern.

That Janet Reno doll --

[ Laught er. ]

[ Appl ause. ]

Attorney Ceneral Reno: -- | looked and ny hair is grayer.

[ Laught er. ]

Attorney Ceneral Reno: There is less of it because | got it
cut.

[ Laught er. ]
Attorney CGeneral Reno: There are -- ny niece made ne go get

new gl asses because she was tired of seeing those old ones
on television.

[ Laught er. ]

Attorney Ceneral Reno: But the blue suit still goes to the
State of the Union.

[ Laught er. ]

[ Appl ause. ]

Attorney Ceneral Reno: That little black baby is about
ei ght or nine years old now | think that baby is safer,
but not safe enough. | think that baby is freer, but not

free enough. | think that baby is healthy, healthier, but
not heal t hy enough.

W have still got a lot to do. And all of us as prosecutors
have a perfect forum and vantage point to do it in.

| only have about four or five nonths as a prosecutor, but
just wait until | get out there and start giving you al
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trouble fromthe sidelines.

[ Laught er. ]

Attorney Ceneral Reno: | think we have got to continue our
role of problemsolvers, of peacenakers, of protectors, of
advocates. And we have got to do it ensuring that Anmerica
I's diverse.

My col | eagues anongst the United States Attorneys who are
represented here today have done so nuch to informand to
educate and to shove, push, cajole and sonetines fuss at
us, to give us new di nensi on.

| still hear fromny prosecutors at hone who taught their
col | eagues how to pick juries because they did not
under st and, who taught them about how it was to be on a
jury because they did not understand. They wal ked with ne
into Liberty Square, and they hel ped ne communi cate and
reach out and understand better.

Just keep fussing, pushing, shoving, and picking up the
phone and calling nme to remnd us all about how i nportant
diversity is. But then |let us renenber that we have nuch to
do.

That baby is going to grow up. It will be 17 years from
now, he wll be 25 years old. Wiat do we want? W want

chil dren who are never exposed to violence, children who
grow in strong and positive ways, children who can perform
with such beauty as these nagnificent young people did here
t oday.

How do we do that? When | got to Washi ngton, everybody
said, “She seens |like a nice |ady, but she sounds nore |ike
a social worker than a prosecutor.”

Now, the Chairman of the Senate Appropriations Commttee
asked to cone speak to the Juvenile Justice Council and
asked us to help himwith his zero-to-three programfor
parenting. W have cone a | ong way, but we have got far to

go.
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We have been able to take funds fromthe Departnent of
Educati on, the Departnent of Health and Human Servi ces and
the Departnent of Justice and together, not as three

st ovepi pes comng up in the city and in the nation, but
toget her give grants for healthy children, save schools
prograns, to 50 or nore cities and communities in the
country.

We are nmaking a difference. But we have got to nake sure
that these prograns are woven together as we re-weave the
fabric of community around children and famlies at risk.

And we should start a drunbeat that every child in this
country shoul d have proper preventative nedical care when
they cone into this world, that every child in this country
shoul d have proper Educare --

[ Appl ause. ]

Attorney Ceneral Reno: -- not child care, but Educare,
recogni zing that those first three years of life are the
nost formative, and that 50 percent of all |earned human

responses learned in the first year of |ife and the concept
of reward and puni shnent is developed in those first three
years.

| cited those sane figures to you in 1993. | have been
citing them ever since, and nobody yet, not even the Wall
Street Journal, has said | am w ong.

[ Laught er. ]
Attorney General Reno: Educare, prograns for after school,

prograns for summertine, teachers' salaries that can
attract the best teachers, tine for teachers to teach --

[ Appl ause. ]

Attorney CGeneral Reno: -- donestic violence prograns that
interrupt the cycle of violence so that that child cones to
| earn that violence is not a part of his |ife and does not
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have to be a part of his life, and prograns that can help
hi m cope with what he or she has seen, prograns that get
that kid back in school when he is out at 11:30 in the
norning just drifting around, and back in school | earning
with sonething that can really attract him not just
sonet hi ng that bores him

One of ny favorite stories is of a school in Birmngham |
said, “What can we do about violence,” to the students.

They said, “Ch, we have got the violence problemlicked,
Ms. Reno. W need conputers.”

[ Laught er. ]

Attorney Ceneral Reno: “And we need teachers who know how
to teach us to use the conmputers.”

Let us just keep building. Use your vantage point. Use the
cl out of your office to nmake sure that the children in your
communi ti es have the sources, the building blocks, to grow.
They want so to be involved. They want so to nake a

di fference. Let us give themthat chance.

But | et us recognize that with opportunity al so cones
accountability and that each of us nust be accountabl e, but
| et us hold people accountable in fair ways that they can
respect and understand and accept.

Let us inpose punishnment that is fair, firmand fits the
crime. But |let us do problemsolving as we inpose the
puni shnment. For the person that breaks into the hone and
hol ds sonebody at bay because they have a crack problem
| et us make sure they understand there is no excuse for
putting a gun up besi de sonebody's head and hurting them
But at the sane tine, let us try to correct the problem
through treatnent in prisons where we can nmake a

di fference, too.

But let us realize that there is still disparity. There is
di sparity in sentenci ng because other institutions have
failed along the way, the schools, the nei ghborhood.
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When a child cones to the juvenile court for the first
time, the judge would [ike to put themin hone detention.
There i s nobody at hone capabl e of taking care of them

| medi ately, the disparity starts. W have to figure a way
to interrupt it at that point, and even earlier.

It makes no sense for us to wait until a child is 14 and we
are consi dering hone versus downtown detention, or we are
considering affirmative action in universities and | aw
schools. Let us nake sure we provide affirmative action for
all of America's children fromthe get-go where it counts.

[ Appl ause. ]

Attorney Ceneral Reno: Let us consider the child that is
com ng out of prison now at 25. Let us try to avoid that
child ever being there in the first place. But if he is,

| et us make sure that he has sone place to go rather than
t he apartnment over the open-air drug market where he got
into trouble in the first place.

[ Appl ause. ]

Attorney Ceneral Reno: Ladies and gentl enen, 500, 000 people
are com ng out of our prisons each year for the next

several years, 500,000 people a year from Federal and State
prisons.

They are going right back, unless we develop re-entry
prograns that have the support of prosecutors, that give

t hem sonme understanding that they will be held accountabl e,
but that there are people there to support them al ong the
way. We can truly nake a difference in that regard.

But the prosecutor can be so instrunental. If you ever
wonder whether you can really nmake a difference, | was at a
| oss at what to do in 1987 with crack-involved infants and
their nothers.

| started | ooking at the whol e subject, started | ooking at
t he number of crack cases | had on the cal endar, started
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| ooki ng at the sentences. Sentences, ny eye. It was credit
and tinme served because they could not get to it on the
cal endar because there were too nany cases.

|f they got to it, there was probation. The probation

of ficer had 200 cases at any one tine, and it was a

hopel ess situation. W devel oped a drug court with two
absol ute conditions to it: One, do not spread yourself too
thin. Make sure you have enough resources to properly treat
t he casel oad, and make sure the caseload is small enough so
that the judge can individually | ook at people and treat
them as human bei ngs who have a probl em and a probl emt hat
can be corrected if only we work with themin the right way
and hold them accountabl e and give them opportunity.

Ten years later, | went back as Attorney General. There had
been five of us really active in putting together the drug

court. There were over 1,000 people in the room in a drug

court conference. There were over 200 drug courts in action
across the country with 300 nore on the drawi ng boards. It

has i nproved since then.

You can nmake a difference using the power of your offices
and the work that you do on your individual cal endars.

But let us | ook at what we do. Courts can nake a

di fference, but all of you have probably seen the sane
courts | have, courts that are totally overwhel ned, courts
that just see a rush of hunman bei ngs conme to them because
other institutions have failed. And then the courts, with
casel oads that they cannot begin to nmanage, try their very
best but nmke m stakes al ong the way, or have no resources
with which to solve the probl em

GQuess what? The community gets nmad at that judge for doing
that, for letting that person out and not doi ng enough
about it because he conmtted another crinme. He commtted
anot her crinme not because that judge was not trying his
best, nost tines. He commtted that crine because we were
spread too thin

Ladi es and gentlenen, | think courts with good and caring
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j udges and adequate resources can nmake a difference. And |
would like to join with you in trying to establish in this
country nodel courts for juveniles, for child abuse and
negl ect, for donestic violence, for re-entry prograns, for
ment al heal t h.

And | think if we have courts with small enough casel oads,
we can show the people that courts can work, and we can
save noney in the |long-run because we can stop the
revol vi ng door that happens because we are going it a lick
and a split here and there. Let us work together.

[ Appl ause. ]

Attorney Ceneral Reno: Another area where we can nmake a
difference, you all especially can nmake a difference, is in
letting the people of the United States know that there are
sone great and caring and wonderful police officers who are
dedi cated to problem solving, to peacenaking, to nentoring
young nmen and young wonen, to doing so nuch for the people
of their comunities.

And then there are sone bad ones, and then there are sone
ones that do not nean to be bad, but they do not know any
better.

[ Laught er. ]

Attorney Ceneral Reno: You have seen the difference, “What
do you want? Where do you think you are goi ng? Cone here.”

[ Laught er. ]

Attorney Ceneral Reno: “Hey, there. How are you doing this
evening? | want to talk to you a little bit if |I mght. Oh,
you are over here for the baseball gane. What position do
you play?” They work it out. It is tone of voice, body

| anguage, the way you approach sonebody.

| try to talk to people who have been in trouble, or who
are in trouble now, and ask them what coul d have nade a
di fference. “Sonebody to talk to nme, sonebody who
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under stands how hard it is to grow up in this country

t oday, sonebody who can give ne a pat on the back when
deserve it, and give nme a figurative kick in the pats when
| need sone discipline.”

[ Laught er. ]

Attorney Ceneral Reno: A good police officer can be such a
force for good. Let us join forces together to support
policing as it is done best, and to try to work with other
groups to change policing as it is not done well.

[ Appl ause. ]

Attorney Ceneral Reno: But as we tal k about comunities and
as we tal k about individuals, sonmething cones to us in

t hese seven years that has changed the face of crimna
justice and changed the face of the world.

It has nmeant that boundaries are neaningless in sone
instances and it is a technology that, as Adlai Stevenson
m ght have said, as he said of his nom nation, “staggers
the i magi nati on and converts vanity to prayer.”

When we see a man sit in a kitchen in St. Petersburg,
Russia and steal froma bank in New York, when we see
sonebody stal k anot her hal fway around the world, when we
see what the Internet can do, we have work to do.

W have work to do to preserve a narvel ous phenonena,
sonething that can add to the comunication, add to the
education, the sense of discovery, bringing us together; or
It can invade our privacy, split us apart, terrorize us,
and becone a tool of terror. Law enforcenent has a speci al
rol e.

And | would just like to | eave you with ten points which
m ght seem sonewhat inconsistent with tal ks about conmmunity.

But, | adies and gentlenen, unless all of us, attorneys
general and prosecutors and preachers and everybody el se
mast er cybertal k and understand the technol ogy sufficient
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to nmake sure that human beings are the boss of the
technol ogy rather than the technol ogy bossing us, we are
going to be in trouble. And prosecutors are going to have
to |l earn and respond qui ckly.

W are going to have to establish a 24-hour-a-day, 7-day-a-
week capacity to respond to other agencies around the world
so that when there is an intrusion traced back to

Washi ngton, D.C., we can give to the police in Madrid the

| atest information and start tracing with them to show
that it may not have cone from Washi ngton, D.C., but show
where it cane fromso that we can take action to hold those
peopl e responsi bl e.

W have to establish a secure, on-line clearinghouse of the
| at est technol ogy and how to, and what to do, and “Wuat do
you do about this? And how do you get around this? And how
do you do this? And what is the law on this? And how can
you respond here?”

W have to share expertise and training. W cannot hire
enough peopl e because there are not enough people that are
wlling to sacrifice enough to go into public service,
considering the salaries that people can get if they are --

[ Laught er. ]

Attorney Ceneral Reno: -- a lot nore technologically
advanced that | am

We all do not have to have the expert or the piece of

equi pnent that is vital. W can share it. And | envision a
country where the State forensic | abs, local forensic |abs,
prosecutors, Federal and State, share together.

A certain part of Florida m ght not need the XYZ machi ne
that has just been developed that is the |atest, state-of-
the-art that costs mllions. Florida can share that with
the rest of the Southeast. And then we can tap into
Quantico and we can share it on a national, regional and

| ocal basis.
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But we have to make sure that we cover this nation. W have
to share equi pnrent and technol ogy. W have to devel op
regional forensic | abs and forensic standards.

| amstill getting questions from people, “How do | get
this conmputer searched? It has been out there for six
nont hs. Nobody has gotten to it. There is a backl og. \Wat
are we going to do?”

We have to work together to devel op | egal solutions. Wat
happens to the prosecutor in Virginia who has a subpoena or
a search warrant for a conputer or for sone conputer-
related materials, and the conputer happens to be in
Virginia, but the data in Virginia is stored in California?
How does the Virginia subpoena or search warrant get to
California?

O what about the Frenchman who is being investigated by
the French authorities who want to search his conputer and
he is a custoner of Anmerican Online, and Anerica Online's
stuff is stored at Dallas -- at Dulles? How do we deal wth
t hose issues?

How do we work together around the world? How do | help
you, and the Justice Departnent after | |eave, help you
make the links with the rest of the world? If you have
gotten sonebody that is trying to cause your bank probl ens,
who is sitting in Athens, G eece, how do we work with

At hens' authorities to get you what you need quickly to do
the job, to get that person prosecuted?

But what if that person has fled to Mexico where he is a
Mexi can national, and they do not want to extradite? W
have to work together to make sure that there is no safe
pl ace to hide anywhere in this world for dangerous,
sophisticated crimnals, and that we devel op international
treati es and understandi ngs that are based on trust and on
t hat concept.

We have to devel op new ways of bringing people to trial
t hrough closed-circuit TV processes and ot her features that
ensure due process, but nmake sure that the costs and the
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burdens of extradition do not prevent justice from being
done.

And we have to worry about the noney issues. How do we do
this? How do we find the prosecutors? How do we find the
equi prent and the expertise? If we share together, we can
make a big difference.

An issue that is truly inportant to ne is privacy. Privacy
advocates do not trust us very nuch. They sure have fussed
at nme a |ot.

[ Laught er. ]

Attorney Ceneral Reno: And they like to forget that | have
a court order when | undertake el ectronic surveillance. But
it makes it nore incunbent upon us if we are going to build
partnerships, that we build partnerships with people who
understand what we are about. So it is going to take
expl ai ni ng and under st andi ng and outreach.

And finally, we are going to have to teach ethics on the

I nternet. As sonebody pointed out, his 13-year-old daughter
knew not to read other people's nmail, not to go into
sonebody el se's room when they told her not to. They had

t aught her concepts of ethics and privacy and courtesy. But
she did not know what to do on a chatroom She did not know
what to do about other people's emails. W have to teach
ethics on the Internet.

He is 8 now He will be 15 before we knowit. And then he
w il be 25, and have a baby about a year old. And | hope
that all of us with the talent, the public spirit, the
caring that is in this room have been effective, and that
that little boy of 1993 will be a father with a little boy
at 25 that has the whole world in his hand, in terns of
opportunity, in terns of safety, in terns of health, and in
terns of freedom

In the | ast seven years, one of the great opportunities for
me has been to welcone the mnisters of justice from around
the world, but particularly the energi ng denocracies of
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East ern Europe, denocracies com ng out from under tyranny
in Chile, to go to South Africa to see President Moek
sworn in.

Sonebody said, “You should have been here for the first
I naugur ation. ”

| said, “Ch, no. When the first president transfers power
to the second president in a free and denocratic and
peaceful election, that is the greatest inauguration to
come to of all.” And it was a day | will never forget.

But as | net with their mnisters, you see the probl ens of
bui | ding a diverse and strong denocracy, nore than ever
before. You see it in the eyes of the mnisters who express
frustration and sonetinmes failure. And you realize nore
than ever before that denocracy is a fragile institution.
W nust cherish it. W nust never take it for granted.

You are the voice of your governnent, nore so than any
other institution, other than policing. It is on your

voi ce, on our voice that denocracy will soar and succeed,
or fail. | have absolutely no doubts but that it wll
succeed. God bl ess you all.

[ Appl ause. ]

[ Wher eupon, at 2:20 p.m, the speech was concl uded. ]
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