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Williams Mullen provides compre-
hensive legal services to regional,
national and international clients.
With more than 300 attorneys and
twelve offices throughout North
Carolina, Virginia, Washington, D.C.
and in London, we deliver innovative
solutions to support our clients”
diverse business activities. Close
working relationships with clients
have been the foundation of Williams
Mullen”s progressive approach to law
practice since the firm was founded
nearly 100 years ago.

Williams Mullen brings together
teams by drawing on the resources of
not just one office, but all of our
offices. Legal needs determine how
we structure an individual client”s
team. Attorneys versed in over 30 dif-
ferent practice areas allow us to
assemble versatile and formidable
teams. Our technology and staff are
configured to support our teams
within offices, between offices and in
every relationship with our clients.

In 2007, Williams Mullen merged
with Maupin Taylor, creating one of
the largest full service business law
firms in the Southeast. Expanded
capabilities further strengthen our
service to clients on a regional,
national and international basis. 

About Williams Mullen

Practice Areas Include:
Antitrust
Aviation
Bankruptcy
Business
Business Relocation/Expansion
Business Succession Planning
Communications
Complex Business Litigation
Construction
Consumer Finance
Corporate Finance & Securities
E-commerce
Employee Benefits
Energy
Environmental
Estate Planning
Family Law
Fiduciary Litigation
Financial Services
Franchising & Distribution
Government Contracts
Governmental Affairs
Health Care
Immigration 
Intellectual Property
International
Labor & Employment
Land Use
Litigation
Maritime
Multistate Corporate Compliance &
Public Policy Group
Patent
Petroleum
Private Equity
Public Finance
Real Estate
Tax Controversy
Tax Law
Technology/IP/Entertainment
Trust and Estate Administration

Where Every Client is a Partner

Included in the AMLAW 200--
-American Lawyer magazine”s
listing of the 200 top law firms
in the United States

96 lawyers named to the 2007
Virginia and North Carolina
“Legal Elite” Lists

Voted one of America”s Best
Corporate Law Firms by
Corporate Board Member
magazine

Named as a Leading Law firm
by Chambers USA since 2003

Was named a Go-To Law
FirmTM for Intellectual
Property by Corporate Counsel
magazine in 2006

Recognized Leader
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Williams Mullen partners with regional, national and international clients to find creative
solutions in loan workouts and collections, troubled company turnarounds, bankruptcy
planning and proceedings, and corporate restructurings through negotiation, litigation or
a transactional approach.  The group is supported by other Williams Mullen lawyers
working in related fields such as corporate and securities law, finance, tax, government
contracts, real estate, government relations, intellectual property and labor and employ-
ment.  Experience includes representing individual creditors and committees in reorgani-
zation and workout matters, advising buyers and sellers of distressed assets and debt, and
structuring and closing a variety of debt transactions for lenders, investors and borrowers.
Our partner clients reflect a broad industry array such as financial institutions, retail,
communications, manufacturing and hospitality.

Documentation of Financings, Restructurings, Sales, Acquisitions & Workouts
Williams Mullen represents clients in the planning, negotiating and documenting debt
restructurings, sales and acquisitions of assets, entities and debt instruments, and negoti-
ated financings with the goal of enforcing and protecting their rights.  Our lawyers repre-
sent lenders, landlords, issuers and borrowers in a broad variety of restructuring transac-
tions including senior and mezzanine financings, debtor-in-possession (DIP) and letter of
credit financings. We help clients manage risk relating to the sale and acquisition of assets
and debt of financially distressed businesses via bankruptcy sales, reorganizations, foreclo-
sures and other proceedings.  Due to our broad range of experience, our attorneys have
developed expertise in various fields including the financial, retail, real estate, hospitality,
technology and government contracts industries. 

Bankruptcy Litigation
In addition to the traditional bankruptcy related creditors” rights services we provide,
Williams Mullen bankruptcy and litigation lawyers have been handled claims and dis-
putes relating to debtor-in-possession financing, fraudulent conveyances, equitable subor-
dination and debt recharacterization, professional retention and compensation, plan con-
firmation contests, substantive consolidation, director and officer liability issues and
appeals, among other things.  In complex matters, our bankruptcy and litigation teams
often collaborate to provide the optimum focus and experience to address the client”s
interests.  Although many of the most complicated disputes that arise in the debtor/credi-
tor context can be resolved with creative and thoughtful lawyering, when negotiated reso-
lutions fail, we have the litigation experience to serve our clients from discovery through
trial and beyond.

Bankruptcy & Workouts Practice
Services Overview
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Fraudulent Conveyance and Preferential Transfer Analysis and Litigation
Our clients” most common experience with bankruptcy law is a demand to repay a prefer-
ence, often followed by a complaint and litigation.  The preference and fraudulent con-
veyance provisions of the Bankruptcy Code are in fact the most litigated of the Bankruptcy
Code”s avoidance powers.  Our lawyers have analyzed the strength of preference and fraud-
ulent conveyance claims and available defenses many times for a variety of clients in many
industries over the years.  We have a firm grasp of all the issues and are adept at achieving
favorable outcomes.

Avoiding or limiting preference and fraudulent conveyance liability in the first instance can
be complicated, but strategies may be implemented to minimize potential future loss.  We
frequently give practical and legal advice regarding the structuring of commercial transac-
tions in order to diminish the chances that those transactions will come unwound in bank-
ruptcy court through secured party sales, which may be through public or private sales.
Due to our broad range of experience, our attorneys have developed expertise in the most
efficient and profitable method of the disposition of assets which serve as collateral for our
clients.

Foreclosure of Security Interests
Williams Mullen represents clients in the handling of real estate foreclosure sales and
secured party personal property sales.  Our lawyers represent banks, commercial lenders,
mortgage companies and institutional lenders in executing deeds of trust through the con-
duct of foreclosure sales on all forms of commercial and/or residential property.  Our attor-
neys also advise lenders as to potential real estate title issues which may arise throughout the
course of a foreclosure sale, including proper disposition of Federal tax liens and/or
mechanic”s liens, which may be recorded against the property.  Our attorneys are also famil-
iar with alternative methods of disposition of real estate collateral, including Deeds in Lieu
of Foreclosure, short sales and similar arrangements.  

With respect to personal property, our attorneys have represented the same lenders in han-
dling the disposition and enforcement of security interest in personal property through
secured party sales, which may be through public or private sales.  Due to our broad range
of experience, our attorneys have developed expertise in the most efficient and profitable
method of the disposition of assets which serve as collateral for our clients.

Bankruptcy & Workouts Practice
Services
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Represented the official unsecured creditors” committee in the National Waste Services bankruptcy pro-
ceedings in the District of Delaware.

Represented a national bank as indenture trustee in Chapter 11 proceedings involving a significant
assisted living facility with bond indebtedness of over $50 million.

Represented a national bank as indenture trustee for convertible subordinated debenture issue in Farm
Fresh Chapter 11 bankruptcy, pending in the District of Delaware, which involved a pre-packaged bank-
ruptcy and issues concerning rights of debenture holders to convert pre-petition and post-petition.

Represented a NYSE listed company as debtor and debtor-in-possession in a Chapter 11 proceeding,
resulting in confirmed plan of liquidation.

Represented former CEO and director of major coal company in complex litigation involving Chapter
5, deepening insolvency and similar claims.

Represented the largest bank creditor in the A. H. Robins bankruptcy proceedings. 

Represented a major national airline, handling the financing and subsequent asset acquisition of a
regional air carrier that was operating under Chapter 11 in the mid-Atlantic Region.

Represented a major insurance company in connection with the Craddock-Terry Shoe Corporation case
in a bankruptcy proceeding in the Western District of Virginia.

Represented a major property and casualty insurance company in connection with its claim and certain
counter-claims asserted in the Equity Programs Investment Corp. bankruptcy proceedings, which
involved over 350 real estate partnerships and more than 20,000 properties nationwide.

Represented an indenture trustee on the official committee of unsecured creditors in the Dart Drug
Stores, Inc. bankruptcy proceedings in the District of Maryland.

Bankruptcy & Workouts Practice
Representative Experience
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Represented a savings and loan as a major party-in-interest in the Cardian bankruptcy proceedings in
the Eastern District of Virginia.

Represented the official unsecured creditors” committee in the A. B. Liquidating Corp.  (Anderson
Brothers Bookstores) bankruptcy proceedings in the Western District of Virginia.

Represented primary unsecured creditor and participated in successful plan negotiations in major
healthcare system bankruptcy in the District of Columbia.

Represented lender in Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals in truth-in-lending rescission claim. 

Represented corporate trustee for Industrial Development Authority to enforce an Assignment of Rents
and Profits Agreement by taking possession of two large multi-family townhouse apartment complexes,
prosecuting a motion for relief from stay in a subsequent bankruptcy proceeding, and disposing of the
complexes.

Served as statewide problem loan workout counsel for major insurance company, handling commercial
real estate workouts throughout Central Virginia, Tidewater, Northern Virginia and Southwest
Virginia.

Represented indenture trustee for moral obligation industrial revenue bonds in the 5 B”s, Inc. bank-
ruptcy proceeding in Columbus, Ohio and handled the liquidation of real estate and equipment collat-
eral and the sale of the remaining bonds to moral obligor. 

Represented indenture trustee in workout and collection efforts involving industrial revenue bonds
issued to finance operations and improvements to a small private Virginia college.

Represented the Securities Investor Protection Corporation (SIPC) in the only two stock brokerage
bankruptcy (“SIPA”) liquidations ever filed in North Carolina. 

Represented one of Eastern North Carolina”s biggest residential and commercial real estate developers
in its Chapter 11 bankruptcy reorganization.

Bankruptcy & Workouts Practice
Representative Experience

Bankruptcy & Workouts Practice
Representative Experience

Bankruptcy & Workouts Practice
Representative Experience

Bankruptcy & Workouts Practice
Representative Experience
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Ongoing representation of trustees and examiners in matters in the Eastern and Middle Districts of
North Carolina including representation of one Chapter 7 Trustee for a major airline.

Developed a large office and retail commercial real estate subdivision, including surveying, plats, per-
mits, road and utilities construction and sales as Chapter 11 Trustee for the owner partnership.

Management and liquidation of radio stations in four states as Chapter 11 Trustee for the owner cor-
poration.

Representation of Trustee in Japanese bankruptcy case under new Chapter 15 proceeding for purpose
of selling real and personal property assets in the United States.

Represented primary secured lender in multi-million dollar public sale of assets of distressed chemical
company in Georgia and Florida.

Represented secured lender in contentious and protracted discharge, and chargeability litigation of
individual professionals as a result of a business break-up.

Represented national hotel franchisor in obtaining dismissal of Chapter 11 franchises bankruptcy case.

Represented major gas grill manufacturer in purchase of real estate and manufacturing facility through
a Section 363(b) and (f ) sale of assets of national Chapter 11 fitness equipment manufacturer and
supplier.

Defended several retailers, manufacturers and major oil company in high dollar preference suits in
large national and regional Chapter 11 cases.

Successfully negotiated and litigated lease assumption and assignment issues and lease rejection issues
under Section 365 of the Bankruptcy Code for real and property lessors including real estate develop-
ers and equipment lessors in major Chapter 11 proceedings of national and regional retailers. 

Workouts & Bankruptcy Practice
Representative Experience
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Holmes P. Harden

Raleigh, NC
Voice (919) 981-4011
FAX (919) 981-4300
hharden@williamsmullen.com 

Holmes Harden is a partner in the Financial Services Section at Williams Mullen, where he
focuses on bankruptcy and creditors” rights matters. Mr. Harden has extensive experience in
the representation of financial institutions, including all aspects of creditor representation in
connection with commercial loans, workouts and contested bankruptcy matters. He has rep-
resented banks (both in-state and out-of-state) and Fortune 500 companies in bankruptcy
courts across North Carolina. He also represents large institutional lenders in complex real
estate matters, asset-based financing matters and creditors” rights litigation. Prior to joining
the firm, he served as a law clerk to the Honorable Naomi E. Morris, Chief Judge of the
North Carolina Court of Appeals.

Mr. Harden was among the first attorneys certified as a specialist in business and consumer
bankruptcy law by the North Carolina State Bar Board of Legal Specialization. Mr. Harden
also has a certification in business bankruptcy law from the American Bankruptcy Board of
Specialization. He has been named to Business North Carolina magazine”s “Legal Elite” and is
listed in The Best Lawyers in America as well as The Best Lawyers Consumer Guide published
by the editors of Best Lawyers in America. He has also been named listed in North Carolina
Super Lawyers magazine. Mr. Harden is also is a fellow of the Litigation Counsel of America.

Mr. Harden is admitted to practice in North Carolina and is a member of the Bankruptcy
and Business, Banking & Commercial Law sections of the North Carolina Bar Association.
He has been a member of the Panel of Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Trustees, Eastern District of
North Carolina since 1983. Mr. Harden is active in the American Bankruptcy Institute, the
Council of Certified Bankruptcy Specialists, the National Association of Bankruptcy Trustees,
and the Turnaround Management Association. 

Mr. Harden is legal counsel to the Occoneechee Council Boy Scouts of America, a member
of the Occoneechee Council Executive Board, and also a former Eagle Scout. He is chairman
emeritus and a past president and director of the Alzheimer”s Association of Eastern North
Carolina Chapter. Mr. Harden is active in the Rotary Club of Raleigh and as a member of the
Oakview Advisory Board. He is a past member of the Raleigh Historic Districts Commission
and a graduate of Leadership Raleigh. 

Mr. Harden earned a bachelor of arts degree, cum laude, from Davidson College and a juris
doctor degree from the University of North Carolina School of Law. 
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