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A!cGrs.neryJ. The Mr 

'rtll,ron L. Gaudle, 

Assistant to the Attorney 
Genl'Jral. 

Assistant A:ttorney Gsneral l Criminal 
Div1.sion 

J.!;~.r" Pound - l'reason 

Novem.ber 14, ~945 
DBA:vng 
146-7 ... ,3672 

kg you know, investigation discloses po6sibl.e v1.o1ation .fJf the Treason statute 
b7 :!.z;re. Pound in oonnection with hisbl"oadoasting .frGlll Rome. Italy, fGr the Italian 
~ernmGnt during the Y,ar. It appears advisa.ble to present.. the matter to the g~~ 
j -"'::1 in thG District of Columbia immedia.tely. -, 

I L'CIICOltll1lend., therefore, that letters Q£ appointment be issued to Isa.iah flatlackt, 
~uel. c. Ely and Dons.ld B. Anderson of the Criminal. J)ivb1on all Special. A.aSiatanta, 
!;. -j"':..:..nd. ,111:11' t.he.'ll to present the CttSe + The appointment of special counsel is agreeable 
tD -r".'rte Un1 Lod Stat.es Attorney. 

C; TIrO (I. 
Roco rdu t./ 
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• UNITED ST~ES GOVERNMENT 

-.' / 

TO : The Files 

FROM : Samuel C. Ely ~ 

SUBJECT: EZRA. POUND - TREASON 

DATE: November 15, 1945 
SCE:vng 

146-7-3672 

On November 14, 1945, the writer telephonically conyactedColonel 
,Richter, Whr Crimes Office, Judge Advocate General l s Office, War Department 

(Extension 76277), and requested that the necess~ steps pe taken for the 
returndf Ezra Pound to the United States. I advised Colonel Richter that 
we desired that Pound arrive' ht?re on November 19th, if possible, and that 
it was necessary that.he should land at Bolling Field in the District of 
Columbia without prior landing elsewhere in the United States for the 
purpose of establishing venue in the District of Oolumbia. 

Colonel Richter advised that he would attend to this request, 
and -it was arranged that a formal written request l'(ould be transmitted to 
the Secretary of War. Colonel Richter today advised me by telephone that 
the request had been sent to the.army authorities in Rome, Italy,but t~at 
he had been advised by the Army'Transport Oommand that its regular route 
from Rome, Italy, is t.o La(}:uarcU.a:field and to the National Airport, and 
that this route could IlOt· ~ altered without .a directive to that effect 
to the Secretary of War. 

The formal request for Pound's return was thereupon delivered 
personiilly to ,~ec+.~tarF:·or";-WBf P,a;tterson by Mr. Matlack and myself this 

. _ ',' morning. Themat:ter ,was discUssed With the Secretary' and General T. H. 
I~ Green, Judge Advocate General: eOffiQe.., who was also present at the 
l, . conferen.ce., The Secretary stated that he wo ulcL. issue the necessary 
, directive:, and that we could· be assured that Pound:would be landed at 
l. ": Bolling Fi'eld in the District of Columbia "withotitpriorlandiilg elsewhere 

in the United States. ' 

, .' ,.,'cI-, l-at~r ,received a, telephQile call from General Green advising 
thathe:;1iB.dnotified the authorities in Italy.; tliatpourid should. l.eave .there . . . -,.' .. '. \. 

on November 17th; that he' should arrive here in.· the afternoon qr<evening of 
:ri6veinberl9th, and: .. that the necessary- directive ;Chao: 'beenf0rwarded to the 
A.T.C~ girlngit authority to' ,bring Pound 'directly to Bolling Field. - I . . . . " . . . . 
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JULIEN CORNELL, ESQUIRE 
16 WILLIAM STREET 
NEW YORK. 5, NEW YORK 

TLCI NTE, 1r 

146-7-3672 

t; 
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NOVEMBER 19, 1946 

EZRA POUND IS NOW BEING HELD IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA JAIL .. ~::~ 

" '-

• ., 

1..0 

THERON L.. CAUDLE, 
ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL 
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Date 11-29 

FROM MR. H. E. Foley 

This would seem to settle the 
matter. I assume Overholser.'fs word 
is final in the matter; QUaere, though, 
whether he mlght not ha VB said the 
same ab~ut Best, or some of the others. 

rf\ ~ t~1 
;"~ .. ' 

~'::.' . 
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• :'", ?ARD FORM NO. 64 , .' • ' 

,! 

' . .' Office Memorandum · 
'

I _'''''' 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO : .Armando DiGirolamo, Records Administration 
, Officer, Division of Records 

FR~illiam E. Foley, Chief, Internal Security 
~~ Section, Criminal Division 

SUBJECT: Dr. Ezra Pound. 

DATE: February 11, 1949 

WEF:am 

The at tached material was located in- a file cabinet 
in the War Frauds Section of the Criminal Division. It is 
requested that it be incorporated in the appropriate portion 
of- the Ezra Poun~ file. 

Enclosure No 43'Z.6tCl-S 
SEE ENCL.OSURE f'! _.t. 

{ 
! ,L,/ 

1\ 

" i..:.:.."::: 

/.'i;; 

0' 

o 
.1J5Q;Q~ 



1i' l-h' V.rashi·n'o·~ton Post, March 26, .1950. 
L ro,;) v t: , -

..... ,', .. , .. ' 

"Well, offhand, I'd say it: waS lom:itTting bY. Ezra' Pound:,' 
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. <. r- . IUs C-53-POUnd. ~ ". ..t I~D FUR" NO. 64 • . . 

.. ~-

Office Memorandum · • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO.~~~,hrarren 01218Y, III, Assistant Attor!~ey 
:1 '1Criminal Division ' 

FR l D2.!liel 1·1. Lyons, Pc_nlon At torney 

General DATE: June 1953 

SUBJECT: Ezra Pound 

Attached. hereto is a letter \'n'itten to the President about 
Ezra Pouncl. 

I uno.erstnY)c:l tbat Pound is not confined as a :cesult of 
conviction and sentence 2.)1(1 that his release, if authorizecl. could 

,be accom::.:;lished ot~lenJise tha,:'l 'by Execu-tive clemenc~T. The letter is, 
therefore, referi.'ec. to YOL:'o for aj}1)rOl)ri2.te .attention. 

D. 1.1. L. 

G / 

4 ( 



}' 

I 

\Q:Dro:lacfjed 

lh6-7-3672 

Typed 2/8/54 

l'lr. .John Edl-lards 

February 10 1~54 

Uni versi ty of California 
Department of F.nglish 
Parkeley h, California 

• 

. ''"~ 
.j 

:£.,. ... ,t, .. 

Re£erel'lCe is made to your letter of January 25, 195h, -:rn---:-----,.·, 
which you. requested specific infonlat1on o'_Incoming E~ra Pound for 
publication in the Pound Newsletter.. . 

fi;zra Pound \las first indicted in the District. of C.:>lumbie. 
on July 26, 1943, for treason. At the conclusion of' ;1orld '<'Jar J;! 
he "Was returned to theUUited Sta"tes from Itllly in oustody, and pn 
Ro~ember 26, 19L.5, a superseding indict."'.lent was returned against 
rUm. In accordance with your request,: I am. enclosing a copy of the 
latter indictment. .Both of the treason indictn-.ents were based upon 
lire 'pound' a activities as a radio propagandist for the Italian 
Government during the war. 

At. the time Qf ~·1r. Found's arraigrnnenton November 27, 1945, 
on the treason charge ,his attorney filed a motion stating that he 
considered Hr. Pound.,to be o:f :unsoundlnitid and asking that Hr •. Pound 
be admitted to bail in order that he m1£ht obtain proper medical 
treat..":en t, or., if the bail was deniod, that he be reroloved f'rom '.; 

. , impriso-lll!1ent in a panoSl 1nsti tu,tion and placed in the custody of one 
or more physicians ill a 'c~v.Lli:m hosP:ital or sanatorium. operated 
.by theUnite4,State~ QT. bJ'~thE.l:Dl.8trict:o! Columbia. Furwnnt to, 
tl-J.smotioD, the court continued t.he,Me;ring· as to the. granting o:r ... 
bail an~ entered' an· Ot'.(,ierdil"ectj,.rigthat:}~r.PoUIld be transfe~d' .. 
to a. hospital. forexanination and· o'bssrVa-tj,on by psychiat.rist:s.",Iri 
a joint report to theeourtdate:d,~a6mber 14, 19L>, the fOUr,. . ... 
psychiatrists who ha.do~mduet~d.;'~he'J"bx9m1n.a.tion stated that.· Ezr,a 
Pound was insa,neand mentallj'-l:ipfit.tor trial. and in neGdor-ca.re 
in a m.ental. hO~pltal. Theraafter.. at a hearing on the onginal 
motion for bail) :the ~ourt denied-the· application for. bail .arid 
orderedthat,in accordance witb 'therecomrr.endation of the eXamining: 
physioian$,.M"r. Pound be sent to,':St. LUhabatha Hospital for ..... 
tra·atmerit:and ex8minatiOn.' Subgequ~ri:tily, upon trlotion o£ the _gOvern~: 
n.ep.t,. ~. formal sanity hearing was held."and Hr. Pound was adjudged . 
by the court and jury to be of 'unsound mind snd unfit for trial., 
EEl 'Was then comini tted py the court to st·:: £1.ize.bethsHospi tal, 1:ibeN'. 
he :1.s prosently cot)fined·~. . :,' 

Re~ords 
. Nrs. Green 

ChFono 
~~ ... ,~f;-

~------------.... 
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." ,..,- ." 

Since the death penalty may be impo,sed ,upoh conviction for 
treason, there is no statute of limitations. 

"In anS1fer to your question as ,to whether it is lega.p-y possibJ.e,< " 
for the President to act to set aside or quasha..'1indictment. of .this', 
kind, you are advised 'that although tb~Presid~nt is ,empowered by ,,' 
the Constitution to grant reprieves ,ar@'cpardons for 'of,fenses against, 
the United states, the poWer to 4:ts,miSfran :tlldi'ct..ment lies in the", " 
so:unddiscretion of the court in Which the indiatment,was ret~ed. 

. . - ".# . " '." '. '.' 
;", '-" 

,1,1]1 th respect toyo-q.r' iI)qul,1:'yaa' towhetner pr~sideritial'olemency 
is possible without prior, conViction,fu tiewof the'fact that, the' 
purpose of executive clemency is w redUce or remit 'a. sentence " ' ,', 
already imposed, you will aPPX'eoi~te that th~~ would be no ground' 
for the granting of executiv:e'tilemenQY~1.n a c,ase where an ,individual 
is not c6nfined,a8theresult'ofconyicti~ri and Bent~:p.l?e~. 

, Concerning' your req\le8~ to: b~::'~dVis@d wh,~:ther t~s~partm~t 
is planning further ,ex~at;ons::; ofMri''PoUncl' ft:l)lental eop~tion With: 
'a" view tofuture'pro~ec\ltioi;i,o'f 'tp.e:':o~se i "your}\ttl3lttion ±s'~lfreete4- : 
to: Sectiori211h:of T:\,tle:24,UiiiJ&a St~te6 Code, wb:~ch/pres6~bes~:the ' 

, procedure in., cases ot, th;ts· kind· "'hlid, prorldesth,atm~eri ' :anyP!3'rson:, ;:, 
confined in, St.Eliza~thsRoSPital;:~:h:~tgedWitll' c~eattd subject ,to 
be tried, therefor, or convicteq'ot";C~EH~dundergo~gcsentence . 
therefor" shall be' restored t6:smp.ty, the, 13'tPep:ritendEHit of: the 
hospital shall give notic~thE}reof' to.t.he jucf~e"o{,tlJe:' crimiriat: c'our1;.., ' 

. "anddeliver hiIil tO"the ,com;.t':~ah',6Qed:i.eri~e,to theproperprecepi;.·t1, ,,.. , .. 
The, treason' indictiUEintor'N#~~:k;.i1945 j;'~,st:\;;t:l Q,u~st~ding, <and if) 

, at any time, in the future, :}~.1:,~,,:~O,unq sh.ould b~'?~1iec:1ared, to bel,egally' 
sane, 'he wouJ,.9- be subject"tot;ri:~,'Urider;,the:ltihdictm.ent.'" ' 

" ~ " :S~:·~·: ' . ~ ~:'; .. ,. 

,'. ,.·~,·'ihnce~ly'~, ' . 
..... ;. ' . 

.. . '. ',: ;:, ~ . 

" ..... , . -'" 

: :'. ,1:. ~, 

" .. : 
..;-

',Enclosure Nt:>. 709aO 
t._'., 

r 

" ";(~;~'WARREN O~NE.r ItT '" " 

, . '~. 

:" Assisi?~t<~~~orn~y ~neraJ. 

.,~,' -

,By1" ' 

. ", .. iLLIM ~~' FQLEY, Chief' 
", Int~rn;ib>:~6uri ty S~~tion < 

.~ . i. -.: . 
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 

BERKELEY 4. CALIFORNIA 

---

u 25 anuary 1954 

Dear Mr Olney: 

As editor of the Pound Newsletter, whid1 we are publishing from 
Berkeley, I have been asked by a reader in Europe for information 
concerning the full legal status of l:lr' Pound. 

May I request of you an answer that I could publish in the Newsletter 
to this question, with particular reference to these sub-questions: 

1. is a copy of the indictment available? 

2. what is the legal history of Mr Pound's indictment, capture, 
trial hearing, and co~~itment to St. Elizabeth's Hospital, 

,. 
~ 

3. is there a statute of limitations when treason is the charge? 

4~"is it legally possible for too President to act to set aside or 
quash an indictment of this kind? 

5. is Presidential clemency possible without prior conviction, as in 
this case? 

6. is the Department of Justice planning further examinations of Mr 
Pound's mental condition with a view toward future prosecution of the case? 

7. is there anything else you might add that would clarify the legal 
picture? 

I regret asking you to go to all this trouble, but such a statement 
would be very much appreciated by many people and woulcl do much to set things 
into a useful perspective • 

. .. 
N~ Warren Olney, III 
Depar~~ent of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

't --



EQ'wards 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 

BERKELEY 4. CALIFORNIA 

AIRMAIL 

. Mr \Varren Olney, III 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

AIR MAIL 

',~ .. ::;;~:?:~.~ ):~ ,:,;.;~~~:;~~~:: 
'/ <'-,· ... ·'-1\"··_· ~.II'!· nOW;:!I' >':, ~, <>·6 .. ;/~iL~~~: 

Jg:L.G 54 •. ... .~ - 0 S . . 
T.· J" ~ 

A ·c:. <~);'1.~2 :: .:. " ~ "'--;::~. ';-i.i. . 
·11. \ {lD./ii l.o /7 L ..... _.....J • 

~, 

,. 
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

EPARTl\(E"T OF E:-':GLlSH 

ERKEl.EY 4, C.-\UFOR:-':1.-\ 

Mr William E. Foley, Chief 
Internal Security Section 
Department of Just ice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr Foley: 

17 l"ebruary .54 

[' c.~" 0 ;-r-1 
~. o~ MAR 1 ~ 1 tt'.!; ~ fJ vv ... t 
\ ·\··, ....... ~_·oI.>1lC .. , ___ " ' ••. 

Thank you /Very much for your excellent and full report on 
the legal situation of Ezra Pound •. 

. / 

By publishing your letter in the Pound Ne'Nsletter, we will 
do much, I am sure, to clear the air of the many misunderstandings that 
have arisen concerning this problem. Well~eaning, but uninformed 
admirers of Pound have too easily and too often seen fit to overlook 
the complexities of this case and so to confuse the issues with false 
assumptions. 

Your explanation will do much to alleviate this state of 
doubt and confusion, and for it, again, my thanks. 

Sincerely yours, 

-hL Calw~ 
John Edwards 
Editor, The Pound Newsletter 

. ., 
J. 
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WOsbl',,(hvb 

June 8, 1954. 

i 

, .) 

Hr. 58mB. Linch" ' ". 
Uni ted States Information B~rvice 
Department or State 
177~ Pennsylvania Avenue, ~.14. 
Room 803 . 
Hashington, D. C. 

Dear ;<fr. Linch' 

Purswmt to your ,tehph.oneconversat,ionreste~ with' 
Mrs. Dorothy FUll.us Green o£ this Divisi.on". the" following,'inf'ormat1on 

. concerning' the legal proeeedittgl} in tho tre.on easea:gainst .Eua " 
Pound ·isfUrn18b.ed£or your:tsS~&tancearidfor sUCh use as your rep-
resentattve;sin ltal.y- may d.e(lm. de-sirable.' " . . 

Bs-m Pound. wasfirat ~eted ,in 'the D1.stnet or OoJ.il.'~bia on 
July 26, 1943, for treason •. A.t the conclusion of World tiar 1:1 he ' 
was returned to the'Ua1tedStatesfr«n It41iinouStody,.andon .' 
NoVember. 26, 1945,.9. supersodingind:$.ctment HU. re:tUr-nedagairist him . 
in the District of'ColUl.'llbia. ehargingviolAtiort altha treason s~tU:tEJ, 
Section'l, TitJ.elB, United ,States Code (199-0'Ed1:t.i.on), now >a&e:"'. . 
t:l.oll.23al"ntl~,,1$;U.~tedi States Code .. ,. In89~,,,ith-YQUl"" .' 
re~t,>'ram. eno~~;thg twoeopf~sor.: the latt.eJ:' ;~c~t." " As .' ,",' 
YQllvUl; note, bOtb'::o$ ;thie" tr.eason i¢.ic'tnM\nts ~i&baSad~ 
Mr.' Pound~s act1vit46$. as,a. radiQ,:pr6tmgandis~ ,tor the Italian Gov..;. 
,~rnm.entdUr-ing the' war., ' .. ,. 

. . ..... .l\t .·the·. time. ot-:I-!r~:'~Ol1ttdf:;,\,~~,onlioyantb$f";27~ 1945.J .. 
,on ',~h& ,~ason ehar~et:¥s::':~y~y filed, ~'. mo~~,sta~ ::that ~'" 

'; . ®n.s~dei'e<lltr.Po.\U'ld' ~<be:)~~' mind :tu!ld'aaldng,,~t ~~. PoU:nd, 

~=:~do;~ ~i~;)=;it::~d~:tO~t'~~~ .... ': 
'~~ent ina penal'iriSatut-1.On&nd, p~1rithecustody or 
. Qrie,.or mOre physiciatltS in a. ei,v:UJ.s:n.b.Osp1-~:.~san:atoritnxl; werated 
by the:~n1ted States QX' ,b;rtheDUtrlat' o:[,OOwabi.a. ' PUri:iWint to .' 
thiS. 'mot19U,.t.he C«mrt'eoftt;tn~the ~~'aGrtothegranting of 
,~ and .eiit.ered an Ol'de~' directing ~t lir.( Pound be . :t.ranaf'erred 

J . 'to ahoSp~tali7or exam.nation;;~; o~erva1aOn by~ychi.attr1.St.s.. In .... 
. ' .: ".,'joint.·repC¢c to. tlle'~~',djl:Wd:i~Cem1:er::14. '1$,45, a CoPy of whi.Ch ' .. 
Records' . . ...,', ' . '.. . . 
Mrs • Gr¢en • '.' ' , ., 
Chrono 

N01 lNSPECrtO fOR 
M~\LlNG. ~l &' .~ ~~ 



I ·c • • 
i6 enclosed, th$ foul- P3~trlSta vnohad. conductod the.oxaminatiop. 
stated that Ezra PoUndwaEl Wn.ne andmanta.llY Un:ttttor·'tr.-:tal. and 
in need of' oare in ~ m.en~,.hd8p1tal...'1heraafte~"$ta, hearing on' , 
the original. motion: tor bIDi,t;.ne court. denied the applioation for bail ' 
and orderedtha.t, .in aCop~4W-Ce 'With ~t). reodnmtendat.t9l1of th,c e:i:amin-, 
ing physia1an$,Mr .. Pound be"sent to St. EllubetllEflIo,s¢:tal for ' " 
treatment and ~at1~~. ,',Subsequ(intlt J uponm.ot1:cm \'0.1": the goveI'l1 .... " 
ment ... a !onlalsani ty il$~~ :'M~ held ,and 11r. p~ was: I¢jud{ted : ',;' 
cr., a. jury to be of :una~)1'$.nd and unfit fol!' trlal. He ,was th&n 
comntitted ,by' the eourtto'8ii.::f;li.abethsHospital,lme~ he is pres .. ," 
ently oOnf'ined. , ', ' 

It may be of further inteNst.to you. in, connea,tiontdth this 
case that Section 2110 Q£Ti~;t.e24, UilitedStates 'c~, provides tha.t· 
Ur-nan any person oo~d toSt •• El1ztibeths HospiUleharged With 
crime and subjec.t to be triedtharefor) or convicted of, crime and · 
undergoing sentence therefo:r,. sb.al:l be.·restored t.o sariity; the super-' 
intendant of the hosp1tal.s1uUl:givenQtice to thejudgeo~ the 
'cr1mina1 court, , $lld deUver hin1 to the ,court. in obedienye', to the 
propGlI' pro'oapt. II 

The t'raason 1nd1etm,ent of November 194$ 19 stiU ou.tstanding .. 
and ~, at- any ~e in thefutul"e"" Mr.Poundshtrul.d: be' declared to 
be legal.ly sane, he 'flould be subject to' trial. under ,that indictment. 

Sinoarelys 

WAR1llUt OLNEY III 
As8istantAt.~ey Gene~a1 

,Cl"iminal-Division ' 

.',. ;, 
.- -<:; 

.'~ 
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lU6-7-J672 . 
(Typed 6-29-Sh) '. 

Mr. Sam H. Linch 
Un! ted States Information Agency 
1178 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. ;W.·· 
Room 803 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr •. Linch: 

, >"~ 
, .... 

June301954 

Reference is.. made to y-our recent telephone call to Mrs. 
I:Oroth,y F. Green or this DiVieion.1n which you inqUired whether 
there has been any further legal adjudication a.s to the sanity of 
Ezra Pound since. his commitment to St. E11zabeths liospital. 

,0 . . .. : 

This Department is not aware of any turther legal deter
- minatlon which has been made concerning Mr. Poundt s sanity since he 

was adjudged to be 'of unsotmd n,dnd andineapa.b1e of' atandingtrial 
. after' a sanity hearing in the United States District Court, for the 

District:' ot Columbia on February 13, 19146 •.. H~Tever, as of possible 
interest and assistance to you in' tllis.cOnnection, I am enclOSing 
two copies ot Ii motion forbaU., s~eking'to have Mr. Pound released: 
troPl St. ElizabethsIiospitill and ptac~d inth~ custody" o.t a private 
physiCian approved by: the coUrt, vhi~h was tUed on Mr. Potindt s 
behalf on Decemb.er 2, 1946;'and .vJl1:eb .~ets torth inJ?aragraph 6 . 
inf'ortnat1on f:urn15h~d to Mr.,p'omidtt', attorney by the'S-uperintendent 
or St. Elizabeths HosPital. ~eeming ~.Pound' s mental condition 

. a.t~t~hatt.i'me.· . ,.... . 

Secit10n>2i~ .oi'l'1tie·2h;~;united States Code, provides 
thattt'When a person': co'n£iri,ed ::to. :~t~El,1z abeths Hospital charged 
With ctillle~d~~bject~(),:1Je;t~ied therefor, ·or convicted of o rime , 
and undergoing serit;ence:ther.f!f()r~'shall be restored to sanity, the 
superintendent ot :eh~ho8p11;.f!l shall give notice to the judge of the 
oriminalcourt, ·and deliveJ;' bim to. thecoUrl.in obedience to the 
proper precept. It $~oe the statut~ by 'itsterms makes it incUlllbent 
upon the superintenderittonot.1.f'y the court ~en Mr. Pound lias been 
restored to sazlityand'sinoe:such,notice has not been given",1t must 
be concluded that\Mr •. PoUnd has. not been restored to sanity~' . 

cc: 

. .. 

Records t/ 
Chrono. 
Mrs. Green 

."" 

Sllicerely , 

WARREN OUlEY III 
Assistant Attorney General 

Criminal DiviSion 

By: 

I 



JULIEN 'CORNELL, 
LAWYER 

CENTRAL VALLEY 

NEW YORK 

JunH 30, 1954 

Ch~ef, Cr1minnl Division 
DepA.T·tment of Jns tico 
WashingtoDJ Dc C. 

TJl\ITED STATES AGAn:l:~T EZRA roUND 

Deal;"' Sir: 

I a. .. rn at.torn.. .. ~:i for Ezt'fI .. Pound and defended him against an 
indict.ment for treason which you prosecuted in the Dis
trict Court of the United States for the Distriet. of 
Columbia in 1946 (c:r':lminal number 76028). He '\tJ8 .. S eY...8 .. rdned 
by a.. panel 0 .. f distlngu:tshecl psychiatrists Hho found him 
to be incur'hbly insane !'I.nd this findJ .. ng H8fi confj rmad by 
a jury tr5..~l, held in February 1946~ He vIa.S thEm ordered 
confined at St. Elizabeth's Hospital where he has since 
remained o ThIS matter Has handled at. the time by Ise..ah 
l1atle .. ck and Doneld And.arson for your depar·tment~ 

I have visited Mr~ Pound on several occasions since then 
and a1:;;c· have discussed his condition \.-11 th Dr .. Over'Lols8r, 
Head of St., Elizabeth!s Hospital, who is of the opinlon 
that thGre is no pass :l .. 011i ty of his ever recovering his 
sanity and it will, therefore 1 never be possible to' try him. 

As you may kn0~, there has been considerable interest in 
the literary world in Mr. Pound and his writings and he 
appears to have a place in the history of literature 
which may be of some importanco regardless of his unfortunate 
political activities. By reason of bis position in the 
literary world" it appears desirable that the history of 
the treason episode should be eventually compiled and 
published. I have been urged by a number of Mr: Pound's 
friends and also by li terar·y people to make available the 
fact.., concern1.ng his alleged treasonable activities and 
particularJ.y the texts of the broadcasts which he made over 
the Rome radio duri.ng the war. 

. " 
As a substant.ial period of time has elapsed since his 
conf1:hement at St. Elizabeth'g and there 13 no cha.nge in 
his roonditlon which would indicate the possibility of a 
tr:1Ja1:-, I should now like to obtaIn frcm you if agrBee.ble 
to y'6U~8 texts of Hr~ Pound's broadcasts which are in 

, -:.::-"'"'~ 

.' .,l. .... 

-0. . 
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Chief, Criminal Division June 30, 1954 

I hope that you will have no objection to allowing me 
access to this material since it appears that it will 
never be needed for purposes of prosecution and also 
since the material is already public property in the 
sense that it was broadcast over the radio and monitored 
both here and in England. 

At the time of Mr. Pound's trial, I was told by the Chief 
of the Criminal Ilvision of your department that there 
would be no objection to my having the texts of these 
broadcasts and that they would be furnished to me in due 
time. However, when it appeared that Mr. Pound was insane, 
the matter 'tiB.S dropped. I was told at that time that you 
had complete transcripts in your files. I should appreciate 
it if you could now let me see these or if you have extra 
copies let me borrow them. 

This information is also in the possession of the British 
Broadsasting Corporation but their transcripts of monitored 
broadcasts are so voluminous that it would be a very large 
task to search out the individual broadcas~by Mr. Pound, 
wfiich covered a long period of time. As the material 
has all been collected in one place in your files, I hope 
that you may be willing to let me have it. 

, : -, ~ ~" .' .. ' 

I assure you,that this will be used .for no purpose except 
the publication of/~urely fa.ctual record of the circum
stances surrounding Mr. Poundls wartime activities and his 
insanity. I am sure that there will be nothing in the 
book OY-lhich I propose ·to wri t,3 which. would in a.ny\'I.'ay 
embarr-ass or offend the government as I intend to make 
it a simple factual account without Bny expression of 
opinion on my pa.rt. I should be glad to submi t the text 
of the book to you in advance of publication if you 'YJish. 

If you have any hesi t.anc:r e.bout granting this peques t J I 
should be glad to eome to ~·.jA.sh:i.ngton to dlscUS2 i t ~-.ri th 
you. 

Slrll':.erely yours 

lj 

\ .. ~~-... "':- -., 
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1 
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. ~~ rfl.J .... . . ., ..... -. , Refere~ce1s made' tQyOm-1ett •. ot"~ 30 •. 1954, addreasedto 
:",\~'?f> '" .' ~heChierof the,Cl-1m:snalD~~~()n 'otth1lt.·:D6~entJ in vh1,ch you .. 

'())gc'J:To:r:';~~Mr~t 1'~~~~!1"b0~- tor 1:""" use in prep~ 
.;~.: .'. .... . ~uant .. to the.~t.in$te,t:i.::qtJ~~~tT..;t\m<:tionS· from the CI1m1nal ' .. 

. ' D~v18ionto the reoent~cr.eat~(Flntem.al·:Secur1.:ty:Divisiont this .~t~er:<·· '" 
. is now being hB.ndl.ed bt .th1.p ·l)1Yi81on.·· " .. . . ,'. 

, . . '. -:-,:' ':,~~.~'~ .;' 4" ~'" r,:' :" • . .. .'.:, : .>\':: .. ' '. . .., .. 

.... . :, While I apPreCiate': tlle·,;c~1;d(n~~~t1~ 'wh1~h_ pr~ed . yOUr :roque.st .. ;.< . 
, .. _ ··a,tli!lwbile note . hU:been:-;t~~t{;~t: :ro~}'~a.t.entthatDr. OverhOlserj:t.lt$.". 
··"-:;Suerltit'endentot:-$t~·'EUilmetliSt1oti'-l~;haa '.' essedthe. 0 hdon' . <, 

,.' .. -' .... ·.tt!.tt~~~. ia po' PoSatb~?lt7.1~:~::'l~r.~~.P~d tdll~~ ree6ve~~s'i:~an1:ti"" 
.'. ·;=,~~t:~~fh~~~h~~~U{~r~!;,:~:J:;n~~~b;:l~'~ab ..... ~ . 

. ",-.. ·':i.r*-cm "'indi~ent oUt;~t$#~~:-.g~"J6:i~' found .in~llo D1strlct,ot .' .. < 

}:;':~;:~~:t::~e~i=';~~WU~ ~~tmal~,~~" .• 

'.' .. ·.:tftU,:.[UIF *<!f0l1PKrNS . 

'i«::~~f2;.:~ '." ';." 

'~' 

. , 

. ···.:·>~a~ ;~ttorner .General 
;,- ;'Il,'it~ Seeliriti Division 

.':l .,: . >_~~~~" ;.:_ : :: .... ;: _,' .: . . . 
1 '. :, '. ~. ',' '.:-:- ".' .:: '~. • 

.:,:. .. ' 

.AlfD'~ ." 
'. . .' OA'l'lO'NS'" . 

. '·AUG.~~· 19§4~ 
" .".:"' 

.-' ":.:'" 



'" 

• 
.. ~;. -,,' 

~ditor 
. Time f-Iagazine 
. 'l'ime and Life Building 
9 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York 20, New York 

Dear Sir: 

, " 
.:: .... 

. ' , 

. ~~ ~~1Wiitt 
~ruJ!r~. 

• 

In your issue dated September: 13, 1954, on page 114~ 
you state that poet Ezra Pound, now confined as a mental in
competent, "'iiaS charged with wartime sedition in '1945. 11 . 

.~ h.,..' 
,',. J 

This assertion is not entirely accurate. Poet Pound 
has. never formally been charged "\-d. th sedition. lIm·rever, on, 
July 26, 1943, he was indicted in the District of Columbia ·for 
the offense of treason. Fir<. Pound then was an expatriate Ameri~ 
can, living in Italy and making propaganda broadcasts to the' 
'United States over the Italian short wave radio. After the ces
sation of active hostilites in Europe, }-;:r. Pound w'as returned' 
to the United states in custody, and·was reindicted in the 
District of Columbia on November ,,26, 194.5, . for the same offense. 
Each' btthese h',e) indictments alleged, in substance ,that in mak-.' 
ing his 1.,,-a:rtime broadcasts JJ!.. Pound adhered to enemies' of the .•. 
United States, giving them aid and.comfort.;':: 

IT. Pound was arraigned in ti1.e. United States DistFi6.'t;', 
Court in \-!asnington,D. C,., on November 27,i9h5.· On thi~bi:'·. 
casion his attorney filed.,amot:i:~n stat,i.ng.that ·he.c9ns:(de~eQ{·. ., 
Fir. Pound to be .. ' of " unsotind lfiind : and kslcing that l1r<PouP,d';be·:·'./:' 
afforded an opportunity to receive medical treatment. )?ursiiaht:' 

'.'.':. 

to this motion,:Mr<.'·Pound,.by court, order~ was .. transferi.'eq.·!':tOIl}:.,., ...... . 
j,ail to ahos-pit8:lforexanunati6nand observation oy psychiatrfstp.' 
Subsequently ·the four psychiatrists'viho .conducted this examihatioA" 
report to the court that'}rr ~Pound was insane, meI}tally'\mfit for' 
trial and in need of. qare in .. # mental hospital. ·.Thereafter a' fbrmaJ. 

. sanit'JT hearing 'was held .and Ivir., Pound was adjudged ?y a' ·jury'tobe,: . 

. .. 

, ,'''' 

.. 

., ~., .. :; 

'. ~ . '. \ 
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. ,'. Oi\l}:iSOuri(f mind' inct\.ili:fi.t. 'to.,'starid trial. He was:then cpl!ll1d:t:ted 
·{·qy"ft'h~ coUrt to St.. ~i~~beth'sHospit~ .•. " ,where. b~ pre sentlY.is . 
"':d6rlf'iried. 

• w .... ~. ,":, • 

. ' t 

"1"':." .. ;.:: .... ',;,,' 

,,;~, The'treii~cin indictment of 'November 1945,.:81:;i11 is pend-:-
':·:.:·:ing. ',If, in tl)e "'future , ,liIr.Pound should be, declffi"¢d:iegru.ly: 

.. sane,. he, ';would be subject tQ,' trial under that indic~inent. 
",:;,' 

;~ ...• : 
"'" 

... ' ;. " ~ . 

'! , •. j' 
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.. >Sinc~teJ:.Y,: i. 
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.. .. : 
, :. \VU;;~;r,fu'1F. TOl1PIITNS '., 
Assi'st~mt A,ttorney General· 
Int¢r~~, Sec,¥:i:ty Division 
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INTERNAL SECURITY D~ON 

DATE -_7d 
From 1·;R. \.:. E. FCUY 

To: Ji- LA.. L / ( 6-. ~ L~. 
I -----.-"-'/'-"J--.-_=_ 

'J 



.,.Ift. 
- , l ' 

INTERNAL SF.CURITY !JIVISIOh 

Date 

Frot:l NR. ''';. E. FOLEY 

To: r·lr.. Green 

1 feel a letter from Hr. Tompkins is i~ order 

a lett.er in rather stroDf terms pointine: out 

that the Department is subjected to criticism 

for its failure to bring to trial a maD 1tlho can 

write and publish and still not be brou~ht to 

justice. 

~'·IF 

" .... -~ . 

., 
~~' 

} ... 



· . .JIt. - , ~ . 

INTERWtL SF,CURITY DIVISIOh 

Date 

II'rorn I0.R. "J. E • FOLEY 

To: t·1rs;. Green 

I feel a letter from Hr. Tompkins is i? order-

a letter in rather stronf terms pointinf out 

that the Department is subjected to criticism 

for its failure to hring to trial a man who can 

write and publish and still not be brourht to 

justice. 

-, 
.~;.. 



Mr. Foley: 

'.Per our conversation. I have marked in the 

attached file for your information Dr. Overholser's 

previous letter and my summary memorandum concerning 

the Pound case. 

DFG 



Messrs. Reilly: 

Pleae;;e see !vir. Foley I S 

note attached to tbe records 

copy of this letter. 

DFG 
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. . 

:Dr. Winfred' Overholser .~ 
'. ·'.,$uperlntand~nt '. 

·,"§t ~'r.::lizabeth ts Hospital 
.,W~hj,.ngton,D •. c • 

. ,mear 'Dr.< Overtio#Jert 

.'.. Reference'is made to your ietter of November 2),1948, 

,! •... :. : 

. in'which you a4rlB,ed, in· ~~spoIisetq '. J1ri. inquiry from this Department,. 
, .·that Ezrf,i Pound:')lhois underindiettnent in the District of Columbit;t 

for' treason, waS pot inenta::ny compet~)lt ,to at.and triuwhen he waS 
admitted to St •. Eliz~eths. IKlSPit8l. •. that . he was not mentally cOmpetent 
t9"'f3t~d~al.:at. the time of yourletter'~ and that :tn,youropiriion 
;l:t:f)~~hi.gh1y;~ Unlikely that there would, be any s~bstimtiat improvement 
iri~'hl8: conMi;ion.. ' 

~ .", ", '" '.1" " . '.: 0- .". ;\ 

'it ~.~~e6rn~.'t(;J'miatt~iorithl-<:mghthe press that there 
,has· re<tently'be~npilblished·a 'vol.UIne.~ 9:tpoetrjr:' entitled "The Gras.sic· . 

. .,;·1U:lthology.De.f1ne~by C6nfU,c;ti$II, tn.nsla'ted by" Ezra Pound, which ;:waS 
?~"" .... ..enthUsiastically rlUiMve.Q. <i:,y:·::the. cr~:t;iCS;':' . ". "., 

Wff*4rf;X:O:-~-':",!,),,:; ·~.···YOuWfti'~PPreci8.tetha~~·lhi$ .• ,l1epartm~twould be derelict' in •. 
" f,,":::::j/~~Y';tlie~s-cliSr'gedr;i.t's~:du.tl~,'/:i$:·it>:~f~e"d"to'1>ritig to trial. ()n such a . . 
. :~~~:::f ,>'. ,sm#::e~~&tm.:~}~~~.:~~;enfi-~lyis ',~nta:lly c8.J?able oftra.ns:ta~:. 

·"'.:..andPublis,}j:ing> ~·Qut,~ge~d.snot mentally capable of being 
. ;~y-. ,'brOught: to: jU8t:1..C~'~:I shallj" therefore" appreciate'naving the benefit. 

of your oP.1.rdon flStO whether Mr •.. Pouitd has regained his :.sanityandi$' 
. now capable of standingtnal... on th,e charge pending against" him~' ' 

. "'",' .' .,. . .. "", . 

: Sincerely," 
'. i.. 

.. /#'~ 
,/ 

,"::' ," ," . . 

~·¥ •. TOMPKINS 
Assistant Attorney General 
Internal SecUrity Division R~corEisV 

}ffs •. ·.Green 

. ~ 
.' 

. ...:". , 
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DISTRICT OOURT OF THE UNITED STATES 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF OOLUMBIA 

Holding a ~iminal Oourt 

1 

il 
·1 

:1 UNI TED STATES OF AMl!RIOA 
:1 

) 
') 
) 
) 
) 
) 

versus 
" . 

.... : :~'".I 
Ox.iminal No. 76028 

ij 

II EZRA POUND Ii 
'I 
,1 

i\ 
~ ! 
,I 
.i 
!! 
'\ II 
ii 
II 
I 

I 
I 

I 
! 
I 
I 
i 
I 

Washington, D.O., 
Caur t House, 
January 31, 1947. 

HEARING ON MOTION FOR BAIL 

.~ .: '". '0 : ." 

Subject to notice, further hearing on motion for b.a.!l 

in the above-entitled cause eame on before His Honor, Ohief 

Justice BQ1;',tha U.,L~ws, at Ten 0'1 clock a.m., Jantlary.3l) 

1947, a.t t13 Oourt House, Washington, District of Columbia. 

APPEARANOES: 

. 
~ 

- -

JULIAN CORNELL, E~., 
15 William Street, 
New York, New York; 

Representing Peti tloner,. 

ISAIAH MATLACK'and DONALD, B. 
ANDERSON, E~S~, . 
Speoial A,sslstants to the Attorney 
General', Department of Justise, 
Washington, D.O.; 

Representing the United Sta.tes •. 

, 

i 

I 
I 
! 
t 

I 
i 
I 
I 

:1 

, '1 ,ji.:- I 
I· ~'-

". 



(After hearing the testimony of Doctor W~lfred Over

holzer ,'Superintende~t' of St. Elizabeth's ' Hospital, Wash-
, ' . 

ington. D.O.,-and argUment of counsel, the Oourt found as 

foll~ws:) .. '. 
; 

FiNri±NGSO:ir"FAOT, AND'COROLD-SIONS OF LAW 

, TiiE~o6URT (LAWS, o. J.):" I: think'! oaIidispo'se 'of' ths 

matter and make findings of faot "hoh I think Will point 

up the mcitte~ >:.\' 

PoUnd ie ~ ~~rsollof unsound mind wbee eondi tioo: is no 
I I .. '\'~t~er than it .i..sas ()f'the time of the fiilding by a jury 

lot thls' ooart3 t'h~t he was a per~o~i' of llnSound'ritind and 
I 
I 
! 

.:, ,", 

not a proper person to be tried upon the indiotment against 

,I· him. 

.... 

care , 
FlJr'ther I' find that he is in need of iusti 1;utional 

and th~t:'he c~: be adeq~tely' eare.ifor· at st ... Eliza-

, 

I find that he Would derive mental benefit if he were 

not oonfined to Howard Hall with others who are of a violent 
""' .-. 

nature who ,are Oharged, 1fi th orime and who might be a menaoe 

to him. 

My oonclusions of law are also that this Court is not 

authorized; to admit defendant to bailor order him committed 

to any other institution or custody' than that of St. Eliza-

be t\;B Hospital. 

t 



? 

Furthermore, I find as a matter of, 1 a"" that this 

Court is not authorized to direct or interfere in any 

I manner .wi th the administration of St. ·Elizabeth! 8 Hospi tal 

I' wi th regard to the plaoe, of confinement of defendant. 

3 

I Those are the formal findings of faQt and conolusions 

of law. 

I understand that the Department of Jus.tl()e, through 

1 ts legally. consti t~ted representatives has ~ ven its con

sent to the removal of defendant ;from Ho:ward Hall;, in the 
i 

exerci se of the sound judgment of the Superintendent of 

I ' st . Eli zabeth 'B Haepi tal, Do etor Overhol zer, g1 nag that 

I consent in the interest of the welfare of the patient; and 

the Oourt is entirely Willing to join in that· informal 

OOllsent.,·,'I do not feel that has any weight, in law, but if 

1 t serves to relieve the Superintendent of any nilsgi vings 

I a.s 1>0 Wliat he might "ish to do, Why .then the Oourt's consent 

! 
, ! 

w111 be given. 

I 
MR. OORNELL: I Would like to eXoept, but do. not intend 

to present j. t at thls'ti ll1e. 

THE OOURT: All xi'g'ht; you may save your exception. 

... . 
~ 

- - - -

:". 
.' . 
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OFFICE OF 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

10 May 

James M. McInerney 
Room 2107 

-:" J' 

., ... 

You might be interested in attached 
interview with Bro. flGenius" Pound. 

"'~ Ben Dulaney 

'I. 
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Dear »1". S'Gere~ 

_ - R6401pt isa~owledge4 qt .~'l.~~r ot Sept.ember la, 
1<],43, in wb.1oh lOU aGk to bO° in1'~ Q", -th\\ wi$lles or the 
~ of JqUoo ~~Ye to'~,. ~ra PotUld, prasentJ.T. 
~e~ indictJaent f()~ t~:J ahotd.d ko be ~ into cuatody 
b.r OlU' troops. jn ltal7..--

1 wish to e4Y1s& that. the~_q ·.and l~ty ot 
p>hlble meth041J by .~eh Pound co'Ul4" "~at'#ed to the 
tJo1;tfld States in the eVent ottWI'~""tn&1on ·are oo.1ing given 
.~nslderat1on, and tbat: the fttm1t ot tie $~te n~t are 
, ~.bg Qb\aiu«1 .. 

" ~ adeA$1on 1$ ~-cbM, you wU1 ·be adVised Gi our 
~e$ in: thU utter" 

f ',-' 
.... '. 'cJ.~

- :~,".:.~"!*; 

. , 

(signed:) FMlftcis Biddle 
Atto-.. ~n$r.al.. 

". 
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TCC-SCE-BGL 
146-7-3672 

I 

'fb,f.) lklnorable 

... :-£ Gl 

O:l 

the S~~~tat.r -' w.. 
W~2S#:0 .. c. 

louwiUnqU. that fi ~ .. ~ ~vlO.\l$ (lQ~n4en¢$ 
rel4Uveto Dr~ ~. ·~~,~o 1& ~~.4v ~c~tt:~'t' 
t~n beeaWJe of b1& b~t1M a.ttd\t(ltff·on ~ of the 
Italian GaveWW(lnll\'., 

A~ GEBlt.U ... 

t 

lIn'l- M.' nuL .It" 

.\ 

--' -, , 

r- ,,-' 
'';..'. '.;~-

T -.-.----.-l;q 



;,- -

t 

~&-BGL i~kt h 
lJIJ,..7-'p;l/a 
tfoM.rablQ Arthur 'h'a1n. 

!'heident" a-.tioual. Institute o,! 
Anb and tettere., 

6" W:est 155th St~tJ 
Nu York" N. Y. 

25 

/ 

P~\1tl~ whG) 1s presently undo)!' indietmenf, for treum, I 't!fleh_ toe 

~·tbat tfte ljf)~ent of Justico has M Wormat.ion that would 

est.abl..1sh the tact that. he has rcmouileed his United states Citizen-

ship .. 

Witb kind regards, 

A ttor.aey Gimeral. • 

. ., 
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THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

6 ll"ovember: 1945 
J ~' 

,I .I 
1 

Lit TEST ON EZRA POUND FOR PHESS CONFERENCE 

Six witnesses in :Szra Pound teeason case 
will arrive in Washington by air today 
or early tomorrow from Italy. 

These six men are all former employees of 
the Fascist Ministry of Popular Culture 
(broadcasting and general 9 ropaganda). 
Five or six more witnesses against Pound 
will be flown in later this week. 

They will testify before a District of 
Columbia grand jury in a few days. If 
Pound is re-indicted (as he undoubtedly 
will be) he will be flown directly from, 
Rome to Washington and placed on trial 
for treason immediately. 

Prirne reason for the re-indictment is t"lat 
the original indictment, returned in July, 
1943, was based entirely on recordings of 
Foundfs voice in 'the District of Cplumbia. 
Pound could merely deny that it was his 
voice. These witnesses are people who 
were actually in the radio studio at the 
time of his broadcasts. They will be 
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able to fulfill the constitutional 
requirement in treason cases: "two 
witnesses to each overt act.1! 

Naturally, they will UOT be available to 
the press for interviews. 
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TLC:SCE:vng 
J4,-7-3672 

iR'8. Po\m--11 an /l:.:r.~""i\1ao, eitl~, 'Pr~lSentl.1 und~ ir)l:H,';lw:¢nt in. 
the. Di~tc.t'i~t Gt CQlc~bia £Qtt v1~tiotl (.)l ~ ~~ s.u.t~w ~use 
o:t..bl.# ~s.dua~t.iag actcivitJ.&. ~ ~ ~ behd£ of ~~., I~lian. 
tt"y~~ut:J is i;l"G:~tly in .th.~ o~ of O~ lAUi taX!y AUt£O;1"i ti.f!'t. 
at Ga~, lte.ll.-. 

It is plAn-~ to ag{d;n pr$tL_t _$ .r~'b$ Ut thitJ· e.~$~ w ~ ~~ 
~~ b the Di»trtQt of ~~ '#ttbi.n .th1!. ~lAt$ fut\ll~e,l tmd it 
1.st;.ll~TO d~:b .. ed ~tr~uwl b$ r .. t~ ~ ttl. United. S~~3 in 
tn. C~~ Q! th~ lftt.r {)gp~~t aMth$~ ~ attiVll\ he~e if p<:H~~bl$ 
0D }JQ-v_lt)9.~· 19, 1945.-

:l :.:~ 

Jl..~ ~u. ~'.t. juri~e:tirm.ovfi.l" ~q ~t~ 9'Qt$i&'$ the 
On!~ Stat.~~ i~ in ~9iSet:tiet. in ~eh the 41Ft$tJdant is tonud. ~ 
lirt.rt',c broQ6h1;.. It U ~$t'ore of ~ U~lJt.~rU\~ t.h!\t Pomm 
~ 'b:I:'oU;ibt.·d1~t.l.T W ~ n;l.~~t ottkdUl'4b.ia and that. .t,!.»3 u~l~ 
11\ tfhi..e-'ltla i. ~i;l:t~ ~.~:n,ot; l.~ U ~ United 1S't$:Wil tQ;'io.l" to 
~~ ~t ~liblg n~u. ~1:4d 3. t~ed ~ el.$tlWh~ become 
MCeS."~ 1 cusWdy OV~ Potm£1 eoulA. bo ~~ lq ~ili ~ au.tharl.
Uu Ull~ btJ GJm ~ ;r$l~ w' ~tiW.u $I' tbi.Q l)$p~r~~t ii1 ~. 
il1&)~t or eolQIDb~ X:t i# d.o~ ta prall" out, ;:.fcl.~) that j uri.l:
lUetiQll ('t"'~ tl"~ btati4')~ ~ri :J4s 4~io~bl~ ~ 1#hf','ti ut.l" no 
a1reUil4tM~t;; $h~Hlld t.hi} abp~ " l.a.nd~ ~lt&. 
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..... 

"-... 

....... ," ; 
lfy dear H.t. Se4r&tu:1- ., 

4···~-Gf' 

RObert g.' B$#bJitld nc.g1asdhand1er. ~can. ;' 
01 tLSEmU, "\191"6 1nd1Cted 1n 1943 in tb& lll.8tJf1.o1t of ~ 
fo);, v1al.atton or th" ~,,1;ata1te beeaUaa of t.b.e1r 
broadcaatADg .-ct1.u tLe1S on~bta.rlt or .... '~ fte1:cb~, 
~ $re pl"8zm'ltJ¥ in t.b:o ~ of .-alU.t.f.u7 ~. 
ad1.1.ea at~. ~.' . 

It. 1., plAMGClto apiD; ~t the ~. in the,. 
cqeo to a ~ Jurt In' the •• tri.c:t; of O~ in the 
near ~,. stld it- 1.8 des1ied .ti)d _.- aa:l Cbandlv be 
wt.urnfJd to the thd.ted ~f4a 1.u1!lU1~ 0Iltlt0.d;y and thtL't 
·tbrv,.~~· baA ca or abOut ~. '- 1946 • 

. As lOll'~ •.. Jtn"tdcU.«l OM" ~. CQiaiitte4 

.. :=:n~s~o::':--r~~'=; __ theot 

-:;'::i:O ~==!t.:~c::u::~~~~ 
. 1n 'II!l1oh they .... ~ .. ~ :sot. 18a4' in tl:lG tbd.t.l .' 
'--staws pri.~ to ~...,. a1t·.~.~ ShGd4',efm:0e4 

./ 

laMt:ni ~.~ aece...,. •. ~ fte1". __ IIlSlJ; 

ehoul.d. be reWttSd l)y ~t&t7l1tt~t\ea Uf;lm tbq .. 
be ~aod to. oI!t··iJjal.s OI,t.lle'13$_·btr;Jat'oI·~·1a' ... 

. the ~·of~ • .,. It ta~··tp:.·pG1nt; out,,~ 
that. J~14.Ql'~ thf;t fla..tto.aal.~'f4~.: 
ancl thi\.t. vacktr no ~. ehdl1ld .. a1Jt'plans. be ~" thera. .... -;: > . 

. ,< YOIl W11l. rec.au tbat bra Po.QD4' .. aturoed to 
.:~ United state$ fnml'hal7 1l\ ~ 1945 to tar. . 

, on~. }tr.t.or to bUt'IltuniJ. ~ c. ~. aDi 

COl Reocrda-~ 
Cbl'oa. 
Hr. El¥ 

~ lt188~ 

".,. 



.. 

- ~--

lea' a,h Ilat3.aok ottb1e Departaen~.~ 1d..tb fOIl and 
00D$ra1 cr .. 11. ~. ~ Ulia _~r and )"CAl 1ssu.ecl 
U:le ~1IS&1'7 d1r$Gt1ve b7 which tho l'Otlte of the Air 
~ O<a!and p'l,anQ. 1b1ch 1IQQ1d bring POUDd. to the 
ttn1ted stato.t, 1aS $l.~. 50 tb&t it woa1d latld a'h Boll.tng 
F1eld wi thop,t prior landl.ng in the llnt:tod state .. 

utb kiJd regards# 

. ., 

• 
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;eo~,f~lii~~tnf¥"';':~drl~lC-o:lis'rJltl(ir1,~'Ctl#~ 
\;?fi::"";/;~~~;~~H1~~Jf~/'\(~: t~ike,~!fJ~~~~~i-tyi~':-he held ex· ~d' .~'" ~~~':tp~r_ ~~oi~ ,hi:~~t~ 

; .c~py~ght'i~f.~!u~*~~#hij;? ~~~l~e~~~;; d~~~t.,Whi~Ii.r pre· ~.ichVci~1~~~:rit~~~t¥~iJfu~~: 
.. e~Br. ~""" t.: '.;"": j'"" ~:' 1\;,., feJ;Ted;;between';MJlSs~ljni' and said the,rnJrs. sho,tid'. riot be iii 

~ GEN9A,,~a~.,~W'I~h·.mqIlpn~ ~Qos~v;elt .I~., my.ra~lq;.broad. the',;war;i):ie~ t:tever.i<;tirged' Ameri':. 
of Ita,h?-ns and uruteq~a.tio~ castSI.spoke m !avorof:the .. eco. can soldiers to lie down· on their 

· n:oops' m Italy celebratmr t e nOiniq·coristructio.n of FascI~m. job once-they,got in the.battIe.'; 
announcement of Germany.:.s:sur, Mussolini was a very human, 1m. , . " .. , ; ., ,.' ::"; 

· render, Ezra Pound,·.·. on~ ofthE7 pel;i'eCt character ;who' lost his In "Unfavoi'able Position", .. ) 
· mqst. erudite ,poets and' scp.olars head.. ..' 'c~ ." I asked 'Pound if he really', be,. 

of dur: times; ,ta).ked too..a~-~b?!l~ -,\;\.li,winstori '.' (C4urchiII) " believes lieved 'either. President Tr~man: 
Confucius.an~kmdreds.\lbJects~,.- ih~'fue·:maximuril~,.of inj~tice en orPremiert3tali~ would be1ll:ter:. 

I talke~ wIth ~otu,Idi: nor, 59, fo,tCed.wit.h . the maxunum' of ested in s~emg him; He replie?: 
· on.- tI;1e SIxth floo~ of, an 0m.-~e brutality .. ",'. ',.. .' , "One mIght say t!J.l!-t I al1:).,m 
. builqing over!ooking the ~aJn:,,'.~'Stalin .1s: the pest bram man unfayorable 'POslt.l~nat .. the: 
) square of Wt.J:':b!ltt,eredGenoa .. ,.;. pol\ti<!s' today. ,:aut that aoes not present tlllW. to be receIVed at the 
l' Pound, a ,native of -th~tP..' .:;;., mean that., I have become a Bol· White House. If I am not sho: 
· has been a self-styled eXQatriate ·hevi'k.· i ' for treason, I think. my c!Iances 
' in Italy since'll)08. He was tak·· "I do not believe that:: I' will oLseeing Tr4man aregood.u .;. 
'en into custody SatuJ:'daY"1)~shot for treason . .Irelyon the "Pound's interest in. Confucius 
~ Genoa cby American ,authOrIties 'Ainericansense oLj,!stice:' . is profound; He believeS t'1-a.t',Hit~. 
· on charges -of treas~m. FIe wa.s " , .' "'~': :,.' .' . ler arid Mussolin1 were SUccessful 
' indicted on July 26, ).943, ~eC<l;use Far From~e~~.e:"" ',' .' ,lnso " far as they iolloweif' C,on-
'he was brQaqcasting anti·Umted Now alVthis might sound ,like fucius, and,.thatthey iailed,-be. 
: Stat!!s and pro·~ascis~. propagan· gibberish; <and it w:ouldb~ easy cause>tl~ey.. ~(fid not iollow' .~him 

da man English,language pro: to write OfLPound'as a senile old more: closely. , . 
graI?l beamed. ~? 'America'()yef sinner whci:.has g~meoff ?isrOck-I;';;' ~~~~S======== 
Bemto Mussolim s shortwave .. ra· er -But. :PounEl IS defimtely not 
dio~tation iilRome. -', ~" ',' ,'. ~'e~iIe. ~~dIf he~. off hisroc)\:er, 
Views mtler:asMartYr. : : , It does not~!,show:m any.,o~ the 

Among the many things he saId uSUalmai1if~~ta~ons:of nuttl~ess. 
today were these:,'. y\ .. '. r.: P01fnd.told!me~tha! .he .rec~lved 

Adolf Hit:ler was ,a., : Jeanne 300 lire .each~orA:he, ScrIptS tha 
d'Arc, a·sil-int. He wasa'martyr. he wrote for other ,broadcasters 
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UI 51 Age'nl~-TranfZ --
Ame-ricalls in Eifr6pe 

1 Suspected of Treason -
I . 

Justice Department 
And Army Intelligence 
Gathering Evidence . 

1iff? By thl Auociated p,.u~}'M 
Atttlrney General Clark dis

closed today - that Justice De
partment investigators -in Eu

- rope are on the trail of 22 Amer
icans suspected of wartime 
treason. -

Mr. Clark told a reporter he plans 
to send a special emissary to speed 
the collection of evidence against 
these suspects and six others already 
indicted for treason. 

Timothy A. McInerny, the depart
ment's director of public informa
tion, will fly to Europe and make 
a survey of the investigations under 
way in Germany arid other former 
Nazi-dominated countries.--

Mr. McInerny, a former lieutenant 
colonel- on Gen. Eisenhower's staff, 

I 
will work with Army intelligence. --

Swift Trials Promised. 
i Mr. Clark said the Justice De
'partment "is determined _ to bring 
every single American who played 
the Axis game swiftly to trial. No 
effort - will be spared because we 
must show the world that we are 
not sloppy sent1mentalillts where 
the crime of high treason is con
cerned. 

-"As soon as evidence has been l 
obtained," he added,_ "each of the 
suspects will be returned to the 
District of Columbia to face a t 
United states tribunal." 1 

Eight Americans, including the 
poet Ezra Pound, were indicted in 
1943 in connection with alleged I 
propaganda broadcasts. _ 

Four Held in Europe. 
Mr. Clark said four of these are j 

I 
held by the Army in Europe-Ed- J 
ward Delaney Of Olney, Ill.; Doug- i 
las Chandler of Baltimore; Con
stance Drexel of Philadelphia and 
Robert H. Best of New York. Best 
was arrested by Army intelligence in 
Austr;' last week. 

'----:f;'re erick Kaltenbach of Dubuque, 
Iowa, is reported unOfficially in the 
custody of the Russians, Mr. Clark 
said. He added that one of Mr. Mc-

- Inerny's tasks will be to negotiate 
with' Russian occupation _ authori
ties in Germany for Kaltenbach's 
release to the United states Army. I 

Of the three others indicted, one 
is dead, another is missing and 
Pound is in a Washington hospitaL 
A Federal court ruled last week that 
he is mentally unsound" and unable 
to stand trial. 
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• 
;~~£,p~~~~, 6 Americans Broadc~stil!g 
is . the . author' 'Of '. 

I,~~~::~~~:~:~~;:~:i~:k;--;:' ,F or Axis Face 1 ndictment .~ 
en~ trend. She. specializes in "cuI- . , .' '. :' . .'/:'. .' . ~ 
tural" Germany. She left the' " .'By WILLIAM WILSON ,letter to' "Dear Harry." wJ.1oonc, 
United states in 1940. In. 1939 she;. The Justice Department .. soon/was ·a· friend ·of· his'in Waverley 

. ":N8.,s e';llployed op. a W'd P. hf'!' will seej{ indictments for treason Iowa. "Dea,rHarry," Kaltenbacr 

.' ;~~t~t~enP:e~f~~o~ G~~~n~~uc~ ; against six Americans who . ate once broad9'list;"Don't let. Ameri 
propaganda as "News from Ger- • broadcasting regularly from Ger. ca pull Britai~ s chestnuts out· oj 
many." and "German Art and Cul- many and ItalY,'it was le.arned to. the fire agaih. '. 
ture." In 1940 she was introd~c~d ,.day. ,Worked ForWPA 
over the Berlin short w~v~ 1adlO [ They' are Constance Drexel, 
as a "world-renowned Journalis.t Fred Kaltenbach Douglas Ch n·d. Constance Drexel specializ~s in 
and a member of the famous ' . , a "cultu al" G 1 
Drexel family of Philadelphia." ler, Jane Anderson, Ezra Pound ' r, . ermany.In . 939,.~hE 
: [Roth Victor L. Drexel and A. J.! and Robert H. Best .. who has said wa.s em~loyed on .a VY,PA wrlten 
Drexel Bldd!e. jr., of Philadelphia, 'he would be a presidential candl. project m Philad,elphla. . 
both declared that considerable re- : date. Th!ly may never be 'brought . Best, a former' American'. news, 
search fails to show tha~ CoZ;-, ! to trial, but the indictment will paperman, ,broadc!tsts uncler the 
stll,nce Dre?,el has any relaJtlODnshI~ i [warn them against trYing to come alia.s of "Guess' :who."· Former 
to the famIly of Anthony . rexe, I 'friends se, th 'd 't h ' 
who died in 11)93. Mr. Drexel' . .b~ck to . the United States.. Y ey. on ave ; ~o 
pointed out however, that there r A spokesman f6r the Justice guess. Best broadcast recently that 
are several perso~s named Drexel 'tepar~ment admitted that, the in. ",the. Jews are ,bUYing tip all., the 
in the Phll~delphla ar~a who have I, ictmentS are beIng considered. It ~o~oa" ,so ,watCh the prices rise. 
no connectIOn with hlS branch of \ as'leal'hed that bne .of the Mr. and M'rs'."America.'~ Another 

'"u~""''''''', Jan. 13 caP).- the fam!l~.J "delays thus tar has been whether Best broadcast pleaded wi.t h l1e Justi D t t ' . , 'Calls' Self "Guess Who, , A it" it ' ce epal' men soon may: i. '. f legally the six have committed mer C'8JlS 0 wr e your qon. 
dict for treason six Americans " Best ii. former ~merlcan or-' , gressmen tod y t I 11 Ro' . 
ho are serving Germany /Lnd .. ''1 ";:.:/correspb~dtmt . ".broadc·ast5· a,cts otJrea.son,through broadca.sts . a '. 0 n:peac , ose: 
aly, as radio propagandists, it '~i~ct';::!.the·: alias' of /Guess. Who," In contra.st to overt acts. Shoul.d vei;.-:yes, I said Impeach ,Roq~e. 
l,S learned today. They are Con- Best broadcast recently that "the the six, ever be tried, the .Supreme ve. . , ,j;, 
lnce Drexel; Fred Kaltenbach, Jews are buying up a~l the cocoa, Court would have to ciecide, that .' Best w~s :bornin Sl1I1iter; S.C~, 
mglas Chan@.Ell!:Jane Anderson, so watch the prices rIse, Mr. and point.' " " and a.ttelid,e:ct Wofford 'College and 
ra Pound an·d'RobertH. Best. Mrs. America." ~nothel: iBest ., the Colum,bia .school' of journal. 
A spokesman for the Justice broadcast pleaded WIth Amer cans Wat.chedby 'FBi: .' {' " . .' .,i. .f 
,rtment admitted that indict- to "write your Congressmen today . . sm. "" '." "'it: 
mts are being considered. It was to Impeach ROos~Y¢It.- yes, I said The Federal Bur~au of Invest1· Jane Anderson wa.s }ntrodUCe<i 
,rned that one of the delays thus Impeach Roosevelt,'''·IIe· was born' gat~onofficlally went on record as to her rjtdio. aud.!ence:.~as. a "fa: 
. has been whether, legally,' the iri ,Sumter, S" C:1 . and attended say1ngthe six had l?een "under in~ !pOllS orator and writer> who 

had committed overt acts of WO~Ol'dCollege and the, COlum
H

,,: v.estlgation for several years II but tort.ured and condemn,ed to ason through broadcasts. The b' , 's h I of Journallsm. e " . . ". " , ., 
:lera!. Bureau of Investigation ~:s..in~er~oed with other American there was no:comment·from that d~ring the Spanish. civil Witt '. 
iCially went on: record as saying n'ewliPaper men in Berlin, but re- source on, t~e indictment. . ,; ca~~e of her religion,'~ . Described 

six had been "untier Investi- fused to come back. to the United The 'six' broadcasters for the as an ardent churchwoman," slie 
ion for ' . al years.. . stataes and,' in March began his: Axis are well known. in the United tells her aUdience that "Hitler 
:handlel'; . calls hlmli'iilf Paul brpadcasts., , t d d States. . ' . an Immortal crusader; .. a rere.,~m. th. erm"'" craclio, was ' J A d n was In 1'0 uce 

' ...,.. " ... ' h·
ane 

dnl ersdoi nce as a "f"amo' us~' Chandler, aliM Paul Reveren, lover of' God ... who has struck apt'ahi"of .the crew at Cornell to er ra a au e I'. h k '1 t t '. , 
versity. a;n~Wan ensign on the " ator and writer who wa.s tor- ,was .a captain of the cx:ew at Co~. /Jac aga ns he universal enemies 
,Jeship,Mi.ss.ouri during the first ~~red . and con~emned, to death rell Unh:erslty and was "an enslgl,1 of mankind." . • 
Id wat .. ~e;;was born in Chicago du;:ing tl;1e Spamsh <?i~;l War be- on the battleship Missouri during' She was born in Atlanta, Ga., 
later 'beda'me a New York stock calise she is a ·CatholIc. Described, orld War I. He wa.s born in Chi. ,and Is a former resident of Wash. 
(ei·. Froin 1929 to 1931 he , ~- cago and later became a 'New York ington, D. C; 
ember of "The ;BaftimOr(}' as "an ardent churchwoman . . "";:"'._ . 
i . .American" editorial. staff. she tells her aUdience that "Hitl~r I stock broker. From 1929 to 1931 • Pound wa:$.1·born in' Hailey, 
n'he V{e~t to Europe, .lectured is an immortal crusader. . . . A' he .was·a member of the Baltimore tdaho. He has'been In Italy since 
:n~landand I;lcotland and later great lover of God .... Who ' Sunday American editorial staff. 1924 and)~Qf~n has greeted Amer· 
:l 111 Florence" Italy. has struck back against the unl- .. Then he went to Europe. He often Icans with;'fhe, .Fa.sclst salut~. His 

,,~ ·;:.&tu~led in Berlin versal. enemies' of mankind." She Ii' has be,en seen wearing a large attacks on M,rs. Frll\lk,lin D. Roose: 
altel1bach 'was, born in 'Du- was born in Atlanta, and Is a . ". Nazi button In the lapel of his velt have been nu~erouq ... 
1e;! Iowa and' attended' East former resident of Washington. : ' 
,I . a~d the Pound was born in Hailey, Idaho. coat., . 

. 1936 he '~~e~e~~s I~r;!~~ sln~e 1924 ..... IlU~~:e~~:~~ a~~s a~~~d~n E~~T oday' s S"at,ches 
de- the Fascist salute;. at- .; Watetloo High School and the ,AT FAIR.GROUNDS_ . . 

. on Mrs. Franklin J? Roose~ ::. University of Chicago. In 1936 he l:-COUht F!~kle,' " 
have been numerous: He went ! ,went to Berlin f,or his master's :d~: 2:-rr 1>~:t~o;'o~~':w Dir~~~~:~~~~~~. 

Hamilton College, Clinton, N. Y., .1· gree and identifIed himself In,1940 S-Reaper'. Blad~. . 
later obtain~d his master 'de- ii, as a free-lance wrIter .and tran5:~=~:t;6r~~d.Off., _. .. , 

;5 lator.. ..' .' ';". ' ... ; .9:-::'(Goe~ .. ~ the<.!xthrai:e), Chllla Na. 
' H~ broadcasts .In the form;. of;'ii . Tr~~~~!~r:~~! :;~n!e. ,'~Ullo;.t. C,. Onu", , 
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A CT
' TO R""O'U"N' '0" UP week:he·k~el;1ta~l~~,unsound. and 

, I ' ,unable to stand,' trial., I 
" , ' , Qne Held' by , Russians 

2 2 A M';: E R'I, , (\ AN" SIN,: E!;r~tg:i!z{~~d:: ~~:;;;~h~\~6~: 
" lr 'ert H. Best of New ~ork, Douglas 

' i: Chancher of, .Baltimore, Md., and 

SON GA 
"8 E s::constanceDrexel of' Phlladelphia-

T RE A f all in, cust?~Y.':~{ th~ army of occu', I 
, patlon', In Europe-and Frederick 

Kaltenb~ch of Dubuque, Ia .• report· 
BY ROBERT YOUNG i: ed held by the Russians. 

: [Chlcoro Tribune Pre .. Servlee] ;' Jane Anderson of Atlanta, Ga., is 
Washington, D. C" Feb, 19-A sP~: mlhing, aIlc~ Max Otto 'Koischwitz of 

Gial representative of the depart.· NeW York is reported dead. 
!11~,f.1:~,pf jus,tlce will fiy to Europe ip' .Clark said one ?f McI?erny's j?bs , 
about", 1.0 ,,:days', to speed the colleC. Will' be to negotiate w~th Russian: 
:ior; of' eviden'ce" against 28 Atnef: authorities In Germany ~or Kalten· , 
cans suspected of or already und~'r bach's releas,e to the Umted States, 
ndictment for wartime treaso' army, ~ 
\tty. Gen. Clark disclosed today. 

Five members of the department's 
riminal division went to Europe a 
nonth ago and are on the trail of 
2 Americans suspected of treason. 
~lark said Timothy A. McInerny, 
ustice department director ot pub. 
ic relations, wllI follow, these in. 
'estigators and make a speeial check 
n the progress of inqUiries and the I 
ccumulation ot evidence for pos. 
ible prosecution. 
McInerny formerly was a Heuten. 

nt colonel on Gen. Eisenhower's 
.aff. He will work with army Intel. 
genee in pursuing his investiga· I 
ons in Germany and other coun. : 
'ies once under Nazi, rule. 

Some Already Indicted 
The justice department overseas 
'obe also includes six Americans' 
dieted for treason in 1943 on 
arges of broadcasting enemy prop. 
anda. Eight originally were in. 
~ted, but one is missing and an. i 
her is reported dead .. 
Clark asserted the justice depart.· 
mt is determined to bring every ~ 
nerican .. who played the axis 
me" to trial quickly. He said that 

effort will be spared in the in. 
stigation and collection of evi
nce .. because we must show the 
,rId that we are not sloppy senti. 
,ntalists where the crime of high, 
as on is concerned." 
\s soon as sufficient. evidence has 
=n obtained, Clark said, eaeh of' 
) suspects will be returned to 
lshington for trial' ,in federal 
Irt. Ezra Pound, the poet, was; 
, of the eight indicted in 1943 and I 
s the first returned to Washing. 
. He i~ nnw in n U;!!lc.-h~ ......... +- ... _ 



Id:::Prefer 
;,al:'Recbrd~":'i'rt~ 
~ba~h': D~afh ' 

~puld. :Pi:eter ',;tosee ' 
,r.ecor,ds, but: apparimtly;""L'-~-;""
nari~:", , ,',' ',' "-, , ' 
,Kaltenbach broadcast"n1 B. d e 
Ipeeches"and, wrote ,painphlet~' ' 
tIle ,Nllz!strom 1937, until 1942, 
~ "the latter, years ot the war he 

; ap~e~: ~llto rel~th~e, 'JnactJvlty. ,.be'.: 
cau.w,; ot poor, h,ealth. ' He ',was 
known'to hive been,:m'ot a ' , 

, a~lment ,a.ndisthnla tor at 
montlls, prior to' his arrllst 

,Russians on Mity '15,' lil45. " 
, ' " Wlc!ow- l~:8erlln; " , 
;Kaltenb~ch'''' , 

P'orothea.' ':Petei's : r;Jt, 4"''''0'''''' 
, '1.sb'el~e~edtO')e 

" .'.~ ':':':" :. : 

'. ,~;; ":', '.. -~~.;~-




