Federal Bureau of Investigation - The EIl Paso Division: Department of Justice Press Rele...

; \ i g
, FEDERAL BUNEAU OF INVESTIG

El Paso Home
Contact Us
Territory/Jurisdiction

About Us

* Our People &
Capabilities

* What We Investigate
» Our Partnerships

« El Paso History

Press Room

Wanted by the FBI -
El Paso

In Your Community
FBI Jobs

Main FBI Website
Search FBI Website

Page 1 of 1

o U )
AUTON

- E :

'EL PASO

Department of Justice Press Release

For Immediate Release
February 18, 2009

Johnny K. Sutton, United States
Attorney

Western District of Texas

(210) 384-7100

Two Plead Guilty in Federal El Paso Corruption Investigation
Former El Paso I.S.D. Trustee Sal Mena and Michigan Businessman Gary Lange Admit
Roles in Fraud and Deprivation of Honest Services Scheme

United States Attorney Johnny Sutton announced that in El Paso this morning, Salvador Marcos
Mena, Jr., aka Sal Mena, pleaded guilty to one count of conspiracy to commit mail fraud and
deprivation of the right to honest services and one count of conspiracy to commit wire fraud and
deprivation of the right to honest services. As a result, Mena faces up to twenty years in federal
prison and a maximum $250,000 fine per charge. No sentencing date has been scheduled.

According to the indictment filed in this case, Mena, during the time he was an elected Trustee of
the El Paso Independent School District (EPISD), conspired with others to devise a scheme to
defraud the EPISD and the citizens of El Paso living in the EPISD, of the right to his honest
services performed in his capacity as an elected EPISD Trustee, in the affairs of the EPISD. It
further alleges that the defendant set up a sham consulting contract with a vendor whereby he
received income, but provided no consulting services. Additionally, in exchange for his vote,
support and influence for vendors, he instructed vendors seeking to do business with EPISD to
make contributions to his election and re-election campaigns. The Indictment also alleged Mena
accepted cash bribes in exchange for his vote and official influence.

Also appearing this morning before U.S. District Judge Frank Montalvo, 56-year-old Gary Lange,
of Okimos, Michigan, pleaded guilty to a one count Information charging him with conspiracy to
commit mail fraud and deprivation of the right to honest services. By pleading guilty, Lange
admitted to participating with Mena in a scheme to defraud the EPISD and the citizens of El Paso
by paying Mena a $5,000 bribe as well as making other political contributions in exchange for
securing a multi-million dollar vendor contract. As a result, Lange, who is on a $10,000 personal
recognizance bond, faces up to twenty years in federal prison and a maximum $250,000 fine. No
sentencing date has been scheduled.

This is an ongoing investigation of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and is being prosecuted
for the government by Assistant United States Attorney Debra Kanof.

Press Releases | El Paso Home

http://elpaso.fbi.gov/dojpressrel/pressrel09/ep 021809.htm

Accessibility | eRulemaking | Freedom of Information Act | Legal Notices | Legal Policies and Disclaimers | Links
Privacy Policy | USA.gov | White House
FBI.gov is an official site of the U.S. Federal Government, U.S. Department of Justice.

2/25/2009



