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RICHARDH. WHITE, 


Plaintiff, 


v. 

S.O.G.SPECTALTY INC.KNIVES, 


Defendant, 


CONSENT DECREE 

This mattcr is bcforc the Caul-t for entry of tlis j~dgmtmtby conscnt of the parties to 

effectuatea com.promjss:ainJ selllelnei~taf dl claims. After review and consicleriiiic)n,the Court 

believes that cntryof tlis judgment is in the inlwest orjustice. 

1. Plainti11'Richard H.Whitc co~nrnencedthis action in the United States District 

Court jbr thr: Wcstcrn District of Washington, alleging that Defmdanunl SAO.G.SpccisltyKnives, 

Inc. ~SSK' ) ,violated the UniformedServiccs Employtncnt milReemployment Rights Act o f  1334 

("USEKKA"') by: (1) cclnsidemTlgWhite's military smice in thc Coast Guard and his deployment 

ordcrs for lraq as motivating factors in SSK's decisio~lto djschagt:Whitr;; (2) failing to reemploy 

Whitc i n  his prior position upon return fi-omactive duty, or into a legally appropriate alternative 

pusiliun; md(3) discharging Whitc.within 180 dq~of his rmtnployment without cause. 

2- As awsult of settlement discussions, Whitc and SSK havc rcsolved their 

differalces and have ugeed thal this aclion should be settled by mtry ol'this Conscnt Dmrcc. It is 
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the intent of the p-arties that this Consent Decree be a final and biding settlement in full disposition 

of 	 and all claims alleged against.SSK that could havc hcctl alleged.in Ihe Complaint filed on 

behalf of Whire. Whitc, by his signaluie to this document and the attaehcd release, ]-[asindicated 

his accqtancc of the terms a~dconditions contained in this Conscnt Decree. 

STTPUT.ATED FACTS 

3. P~lrsuantto USEKKA,the parties acknowledge thejurisdiction of the United States 

District Court for the Western District of W1slshin.@onuvcr thc subject matter of this action and of 

the parties Cu this casc for the purpose o f  mtcring this Decree aid, ifnccessary, enforcing this 

Decree. 

4. Vmue is proper in this district fbr purposes of this Decree and my proceedings 

related to this Decree only. SSK agrccs that d l  sta.tulory conditions precedent to the institution of 

this lawsuit have been fulfilled. 

FINDINGS 

5 .  Having examined the terms and provisions gf the Conscnt Decree, the Court Cnds 

the following: 

a. 	 Thc Court has jurisdiction ovcr the subject mall@ofthis action and the 
parties to this action. 

b. 	 The terms ixrd provisions of this Conscnt Decree we Fir, reasonable, and 
just, T h e  rights ofSSK and While are p.rotcctcd adequately by this Decrcc. 

c. 	 This Co~~salt with t l ~ eDecree ca~~forms Fedax1Rules nl'Civil Procedure 
a~ndUSERRA,and is not in derogation ui'thc rights and privileges of  any 
person. The entry of this Consellt Decree will rurthcr thc objectives of the 
U S e W  and other applicable law, and will, be in the bsst intcrcsts of the 
parties. 

NOW, THEREFORE, 1TISHEREBY ORDERED, ADJUUGED AND DECREED AS 
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NQN-AnM1SSlUN7 

6.  This Decree, being cntcrcd with the rionsent of White and SSK, shall nut constitute 

adjudication or findingon the merits of the case and shall not bc construed as an admission by 

SSK of my violations of USERRA, or ally other law$WIGor regulationdealing 14thor in 

connection with equal employment opportuni.ties, SSK dcnics any wrongdoing. 

NON-RETALIATTON 

7. SSK shall 1tal take any actioil against any pman that constitutes retaliation or 

intwkrencc with the exercise of suchpmotl's rights under USERRA, or White's claim herein that 

forms the basis for the present casc, bccause such person.gave testimony or assistanceor 

participated in any nwmcr inmy investigation or proceeding in coilnection with this case. 

REMEDIAL REQUIREMENTS 

8. SSK shall pay Whitc thc amount of $27,500. White shall bc responsible for payn~ent 

of all incame taxes associated with this amount. SSK shall separatclypay my additional arnuumls 

oI'fcdcral or state employer taxes on Ihe $27,500 that represents back-pay. SSK shall pmvidc 

documenlary evidmcc of hving paid White md credited,him with thc abovc amount by mailing 

the samc to the following address wiOlin lourtesn ( 1  4)days after this Consent Decree has been 

entered by the Court: 

Carl Wassman 

United States Dqatlment of Justicc 

950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Civil Rights Divisio~i 

Employment Litigation Section, PHB, Room 4500 

Washington, D.C. 20530 


- 3 - 




Case 2:05-cv-01800-MJP Document 3 

DISPUTE RESOLUTION AND COMPLIANCE 

9. The Court shall retainjurisdiction and will have all available equitable powcrs, 

including injunctive relief, to enlbrcc this Decree. Upon motion of either party, the Courtmay 

schedule a hetiring for the purpose o l'roviwing compliance with this De~ree.Tho parties shall 

engage in good faith efforts to resolve any dispute concerningcomplimce prior to sccking review 

by the.Court. The parties shall he rcquired to give notice to cach other Lm (10) days before 

moving for review by the Cart .  A11 parties may conduct expediteddiscovery under the');deral 

Rules of Civil Procaiure Tor thc purpose ofdetm~iningoonlpliauce with this Dacree or defending 

against a claim of non-complimce, 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

10. A11 parties shall bear their owl costs and expenses uf  litigation, including 

attorneys' fees. 

11. This Consent Decree omstitutcs the entry of final judgmcnt within the meaning of 

Rule 54 of thc Fcderal Rules of Civil Procedure on all claims asserted it1 or that could have been 

asesertd by White in this action. The Court retui~~sjunsdictiot~over this matter, howevcr, for the 

purpose ol'entcririg appropriate orders interpreting and enforcing ihis judgmctlt. 

12. If any provision ofthis Consent Deme is round to bc unlawfirl, only the specific 

provision in question shall bc affected arad the other pmvisions will remain in Tall farcc and effect. 

13. The lems of this Consent Decree are and shall hc binding upon the present and 

Iirturc owners, officers, dirwlors, mployees, creditors, agents, t.rustccs, administrators, 

successors,repmsentativw, and assignsof SSK a7d upon the hcirs, successors,and assigns of 

White. 
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14. T h i s  Consent Decree constitutes thc cntire agcement and coinmitments of the 

parties. Any rnodificntial~sto this Decree n~usl  and mcmorializcd in ahe mutually agreed ~~pot l  

writing signed by SSK and Whitc, 

E-

15. The effective date of this Consalt Decree shall be the date up011 which it is cntcrcd 

16. This Consent Decree shall expire, and this action sMlbe dismissed, withaul 

further order of this Courlun.eyear frbrrt lhe date olLmtryol'this Conscnt Dccrcc. Whitc may movc 

to extend tho Conscnt Dccrcc if the rcmcdial relief called for herein has not been effectuated, The 

ConsentDecree will not be extended, however, ~~nlcssthc Court grants White's motion, Any such 

extension may bc grmtcd by thc Court only for such t h e  as is necessary to effectuate the relief sei 

forth in U i s  CollsenlDecree. 
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DAVID J .~ALMGR(13C Bar No.417834) 
WA Bar. No. /a7 $3 
CARNEY BADLEY SPF,T,I,MAN 
700 5''' AVENUE, STE,5 800 
SEATTLE,W A  98104-8215 
Telephone: (206)622-8020 
Facsimilie: (206)467-821.5 

CARL WASSERMAN(DCBar No.459038) Attortlcy for SSK 
Trial Attorney 
1J.S. Dcpahnent of Justice 
Civil Rights Division 
Employment Litigation Secti011 

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Palrick Henry Building, Room 4036 
Washington, PC 20530 
'Tdephone: (202) 353-8015 
Facsimile: (202) 514-1005 

Attorneys for Richzrd H.White 

AKD H. WHITE 

- 6 - 
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DA'I'ED this 27'" day of Octobcr, 2005. 

JOHN McKAY 

A s~istantUnited Statcs Atturney 
5220 l l  nited States t:oul-thouse 
700 Stcwart Streel 
Seattle, WA 98101-1271 
Telephone: (206) 553-7970 
Fax: (206)553-0116 
E-mail: &n..JcipnisGluusdo j~9-y 

Albn~cyfor Plainliff' 

i 



APPENDIX A 

KELEASE OF ALL CLAIMS 


STATEOFWASHTNGTON 1> ss: 
COUNTY OFm c  1 

For and in consideration of my acceptanceof thc rclief, or any part al'it, to be provided lo 
me pursu.mt lo thc provisions of the Cnnscnt Decree I have signed and that is iu be entered in the 
~ a e  be filcd in the United StatesoTr, 
District CourL .tbrthc Western Distrid tbf  Waslkington, I, Richard H. White, hereby forcvcr rclease 
and discharge Defendant it] this case, S.O.G. Spccidty h i v e s  6T Tools, Inc. ('"SSK"), as well as 
its current, former md furure oficials, employee$, agcnts, and successors Rrsm all legal and 
equitable 6lai.m~arising out of the Complaint to be filed in this action at~dUSRRRA Casc No. 
10-WA-2004-00011-10-K
filed with the United States Departilna~tof Labor. 

I understmd lhal thc rclicf to be provided to mc by SSK under the terms of the Consent 
De~reedocs not constituta an admission by aiy of h e  parties hcreby released oI' the validity of my 
claim raised by me, or on my bchalf 1furlher c~ndcrshndthat SSK expressly denies laving 
violated any of nly legalrights and that the payn~.llsand othcr tams  and coildilinns sct forth in this 
release gi-e in scttlcment ofdisputed claims. 

This release conslittdcsthc entire agreement hctwcm SSK and me,without cxceptiou or 
exclusion. 

I acknowledge that a copy of the Conscnt Dccree in this ac;lian has bccn made wailable to 
me for my review. 

T HAVE READ THIS RET,EASE AND UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS 
THEREOF AND 1EXECU'I'E TIIIS RETXASE OFMY OWN FREE ACT AND DEED. 

Signature: -."...,,, 
Richard H. White 

Date: ,-

Subsc;rihed and sworn to before me Ihis -day of -

-"e..,....."-- - .. 
Notary Public My Co~~i.missia~expircs: 


