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Q After the fire bomb was thrown, what did you notice about Mike's

Grocery, if anything?

A It was burning.
Q Then what, if anything, did you do?
) A Then, Ihad a small can of gasoline and poured it down to the door.
Q To the door, where? :
| A Of Mike's. -
Q Then what, if anything, did you do?
A Then Chavis called me across the street
Q What did he say to you at that time, if anything? )
A He fold me to "Let's go back to the church.” |
A He told them to get into position. -
Q Did they have weapons with them at this time?
A Yes, sir.
Q Did you have a weapon with you?
A Yes, sir.
Q Did the Def‘endan‘t Chavis have a weapon.wifh him?
A Yes, sir.
Q Did you go back to the church?
A Yes, sir. .
¢ Q With whom?
) A  Chavis.
Q And how'.long did you stay at the church?
A I'll say arocund ten minutes
Q What, if anything, did you do then?
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A Then we got word to come back because those people's houses caught
on fire.

Which people's houses?

The people next to Mike's Grocery.

Who went back with you?

> O » O

Myself and Chavis.

D
>

What, if anything, did you do at this time?
Whenever we went back, got into the alley behind those houses there,
we did the shooting at the police.
Who did?
A Myself, Chavis and the rest of them.

Mr. Balance: —OBJECTION

The Court: . SUSTAINED

Q Were Athere any firemen present at that time?
A Yes, sir.
. @ Any police officers?
A Yes, sir.
Q Was the fire at Mike's put out at that time,. do you know?
A No, sir..
Q Was the building itself burning?
A Yes, sir. v
Q These fire bombs you referred to, what did they consist of?
A Gasoline and rags. |
Q In what?
A In soda bottles, wine bottles.
Q Were these fire bombs ignited or lit or lighted before‘they were thrown
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into the building?

 Yes, sir.

-

A
Q I have no further questions.
% ok ok ko koK ok ok ko & & ok ok Kk ok ok k% % %
CROSS E}‘(AMINATION (By Mr. Ferguson) i
Q What night was this?
A This was on the 6th.
Q Was that Friday or Saturday ?
A Saturdéy night.
Q You say that you all went back to the church immediately after you had
| been outside.
A No, sir. I said myself and Chavis went back to the church.
Q Do you know when I am talking about ? )
A Yes, sir, on Saturday night when Mike's was burned.
Q  Before this happened, you say that you all had been af the barricade
at Sixth and Nun, is that correct?
A Yes, sir.
Q Did everybody who was there at the barricgde come back to the church?
A Yes, sir.
Q You say that when you got back to the church, Chavis made some state-
ments to you and several other people.
A ;Yes, sir. )
Q How many‘_pe\pple were in the church at that time ?
A I couldn't really say.
Q Approximately.
A Well], I still couldn't give any - there were many in the chl.xrch and some
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outside; some in the basement in the church and some upstairs in the

church in the bed.

Q Was the church full?
A Yes, sir.
’ Q The church was full.
( A Yes, sir. :
Q Where were you in the church, when you say Chavis made these statements? —
A We was up there by the pulpit. |
Q Up by the pulpit.
A Right,
Q How many people were gathered up by the pulpit?

A I couldn'treally say, some were laying down by his feet, some standing

behind and some standing in front.

Q Were there more than 15 people up there?
A There wasn't more than 15 laying down.
Q I'm talking about gathered around the pulpit altogether.
A 1 couldn't really say.
Q Now, when Chavis spoke, or when.you sa}; he spoke, did he speakin a
loud voice?
A He didn't have to speak too loud, we use a microphone.
Q | He was using a microphone, 'is that correct?
. A Yes, sir.
) Q Do you know where the speakers are located?
A Yes, s'ir.v |
Q Where?
A The speakers were located then on the inside of the c}}urch.

-
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Was a response made?
Yes, sir.

You didn't make any response is that correct?

Q@ On the inside of the church.

A Right,

Q So, if someone speaks into the microphone their voice can be heard all
over the church, is that right? |
Yes, sir.
When you say he made the statement, "We» have to show these crackers

» " v . I. '

then, is that right?
Yes, sir.

Q Did he make the statement through the P'. A. $ystem that Mike's Grocery'
was owned by a white man? .

A Yes, sir. . .

Q And what you are saying is that everything he said to you about burning
Mike's Grc;cery was said over the P. A. system, is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

‘Q Did you say anything in response to what he said?

A | No, sir. |

Q Did anyone you recall say anything in response to what he said?

Mr. Stroud:  OBJECTION as to anyone.

Q Did ényone say anything?

Mr. Stroud: OBJEC’TEION to anyone.

Mr. Hunoval: I'll object to that also.

Q Just answer this question: Was any resbonse made to anything he said?
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No, sir. Yes, sir. That is correct. I didn't make any response.

- Where was Connie Tindall standing at that time? Or where was he

located at the church?
He was standing up there where the choir was.
Where was Willie Vereen?

He was standing up there talking to some girl, I didn't know who she was.

~——Q He was talking to a girl when the statements were being made?

A He was talking to the girl whenever he started making them.

Q You are saying Willie Vereen was taiking to a girl at the time Chavis
was making thesé statements ?

A Jo,v sir, he wasn't talking to her wheéleve? he was making the statements,.
When he continued, he stopped because all of us was listeMngMLamg.—

Q Do you know who the girl was he was talking to? -

A No, sir. .

Q Were any. names called by Chavis in the church? .

A No, sir. -

| Q In other words, hé didn't tell you he was talking to you.

A He just told us what we had to do. )

Q When you say "told us", you are talking about everybod}\r in the church.

A Right.

Q He never told you what to do individually.

A Yes, sir.

Q 6ver the microphone ?

) A No, sir.
Q He told you there at the church what to do ?
A Yes, sir.
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Q You say that he made some statements to you that he didn't make over
the microphone ?

A The only things he said to me that he made over - - -

Mr. Stroud: Just answer the question yes or no.

Mr. Ferguson: OBJECT to the Solicitor interfering, Your Honor.

The Court: All right, go ahead.

A The only ones he said to me he made over the microphone that "We are
really going to show them crackers we mean business' and that was all.
That's the only statement he made over "fhe microphone?

He told me after he made it over the mike when we was talking.

Q So.he did make a statement ""We'll show these crackers we mean business."
He didn't make that over the microphone: :

A  You asked.me, did he make a statement after he had made it over the
micr-r.\phgnt_ei and you asked me, did he make any statement to me that
he had made aver the mike.

Q You talked to h1m after he talked on the microphone.

A Yes, sir.

Q What did you say to him ? .

A He told me- - -

Q ’ What did you say to him?

A He told me-- - —=

Q What did you séy to him, was my question.

A Itold him, alll said was "Okay." |

Q That's all you said was "Okay''?

A Right.

Q At the time he made the-stateme‘:nt to you, was there anyone else
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‘Not tha

listening?

I know about,

Just you and him ?
Yes.
Where were you then?

We was standing on the porch of the church at that time.

A Right.

Q Everyone else was inside ?

A Right. ' .

Q How long was this after the statement .was made on the microbhone?
Whenever he finished then Ahe told me what he wanted me to do, then he came
back in the.church and I told him to come on and v&;e went to the back of
the church. |

Q Let me see if I can understand the sequence of events. You say he made
some statements on the micropﬁone ?

A Right

Q And right after he made that, he took you c.n the porch of the church?

A Right.

Q Just you and him?

A | Right. .

. Q And told you what to do?
A Right.

‘ Q Everybody else was inside of the church at this time?
A Right. Everybody else was getting their things together to go out- - -
Q Everybody was gettting their things?
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I wouldn't say everyone, but everyone who was large enough to go out

there.

How many people were large enough to go out there?

them were little children.

Do you know how many came outside?

A Ican't really say for sure

Q Now, did you make any statement to Connie Tindall?
A No, I didn't.
Q Did you make any statement to Willie Véreen?
A No, sir |
Q | When Chavis came back inside from the porch, did you come back
inside? ]
A Yes, sir,
Q " And the only thing he said when he went back inside was "Come on', is
that right?
A Right.
Q Refore he made the stat.ements on the micérophone, did he make any
statements to anyone? | |
A The only one he had mbade was hen earlier he said, we was going to
get that cracker our of that building.
. Q He made that on the microphone?
A No, sir.*
' Q He hadn't said anything else on the microphone?
A No, sir, not until we came back.
Q Did Chavis hold any conversation with Connie Tindall whén he came

-'h‘
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back in the church?

No, sir.

- Q Did he hold any conversation with Willie Vereen when he came back in
the church? L
Nq, sir. .

Q He didn't hold any individual conversation with anyone when he came back

‘. in-the chureh; right?
Right.
So, you were the only one he talked to individually after he made his
statement on the microphone, is that right? )

A Yes,‘ sir

Q Was there any special reason he took you outside-that you know of?

A- He tbld me that - he took me and walked up to Sixth Street and we looked
down Sixth Street, then we came back. He told me to come on and then
we went on to the back of the church and went behind the church an‘d.
started passing out the fire bombs. |

Q When you went out on the porch, you went up Sixth Street, is that right?

A Right. He was telling me he wanted me to stand guard to be the lookout
man to see the coast was clear. .

Q@ Did you stand guard?

A Well, whatI meant was, just walk up there and check it ouf. Me and
him walked up there and checked it out and then we came back to the
church. |
When did he tell you he wanted you to stand guard and be the lookout man?

A Whenever he called me outside of the chﬁrch.

Q Whenever he called you outside of the church. When did he call you

? T P-110



outside of the c};urch?

After he got through making his statements.

Did you walk out of the church .and .walk up Sixth Street?
Right.

And he told you then he wanted you to be the lookout man, is that right?

Right.

[
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Did he leave you at Sixth Street to be the lookout man?

No, sir, what he was talking about was he wanted me to check out before

Wanted you to check out what? Sixth Street?

Right. Mike's Grocery.

The church would be right here.

Now, where did you all go when you left the church? You and Chavis?

Right here.

nra
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Mike's Grocery, I'll say, is right here.

All right, you went up to that corner. What did you do while you were
at that corner? v
Me and him stood there and I looked daowm the street, down here, to see

if there was any cops whatsoever down this way. Then we went back

to the church and told them to come on and went around to the back of

How far down Sixth Street could you see?

Well, not too far.

You wouldn't have been able to see any cops if they had been out there,
N "P-111
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would you?
Not if they had their lights out.
How far down Nun Street?

You couldn't se

‘You couldn't see at all down that way ?

No, sir. _ .

right?
No.

It was blacked out - all the street lights were out, weren't they?

O » O » O

>
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see Mike's G;pcery from Sixth Street, from the position we were standing,
all the way down there to Ann. |

You could .see all the way down the block? -

Yes because there was a street light fight at the corner.

Was that street light on?

Yes, sir.

Were any other street lights on?
The only street lights that was on was the one at the corner of Mike's

FS IR

the one down towards Fifth Street.

[o

an
How long did you all stay up there at the corner?

I'd say around two or three minutes.

Anyone else come up to the corner while you were there?
No, sir.

When were you supposed to be the lookout man?

Well, me and him both were the lookout man, like, because me and him
. P 112
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both went to check out looking down Sixth Street and me and him and

Steve went down to check Ann Street.

Q Steve who?

A Steve Corbett.

Q When did you, Steve and Ben Chévis go down Ann Street?

A Well, we went down Ann Street right after we.cmné back to the church
and told the rest of them ""Come on, let's g-*"> and passed out the fire
bombs.

Q Now, you didn't mention Steve's name as being one who went back
to the church.aAfew moments ago, did he go bac;k to the church witﬁ you?

A Steve was already out there.

Q Already out where? :

A In back of the church.

~_ Q When did he go out there?
A Ican't say whenever he went out, but he was already there. ,
" Q@ Did you see h1m inside the church?

A Yes, I saw him in there one time. .

Q When?

A The earlier part. ’ .

Q The earlier part?

A Yes.

Q What are you referring to as ''earlier'?

A 1I'd say right around dusk dark.

Q Dusk dafk?

A Yes.

Q Six-thirty or seven o'clock, somgwhere around there? !

>
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Q You didn't see him around the church any more after that?
A No, sir.
Q He wasn't in the church any time Ben Chavis was making statements-

over the microphone?

Mr. Stroud: If it please the court, Steve Corbett is not charged. As a matter

A

I 4 - 2 3 Py -
Ol 14, 1T 15 UelTdosTU,
TheCourt: Sustained.

Q Now, when you and Reverend Chavis came back to the church, how long *

.

did you stay inside the church before going back outside?

4 2 - a4 13 Y

A e didn't stay in the church no time because as soon as we g

he told them to come on. . .
Q Did botﬁ you and him tell them-to come on?
No. He said it. He told them to come on.
He just walked into the church and said "Come on' and kept walking
on to the back door.

A We walked in there and he told them to come on and then we walked

arnl At tha chure °
AN W . bV A A N
Did you walk out the same door you went in?
Right.

»

And then went around to the back of the church?

Right.

You say you and Reverend Chavis passéd out the fire bombs ?
Right.

How many fire bombs were there - about?

> D » O » O > O

I'd say there was 18 or more.



Had you put any of them back there?

Yes, sir.

How many did you put bac;,k there ?

I won't really say. | .
Why won't you really say?

Because I don't remember how many I had made and put back there.

O > O > O » O » O » > O > O > O » O
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When did you make them and put them back there?
The early part of that day. We were back there and we made some fire
bombs.

The early part of the day. Was that before night fall?

The earlier part of the day.

I couldn't really say.
You don't know who was back there?

I don't know all of them.

No, sir, I couldn't really say.

Was it dark back there?

Yes, only from the light that we had back out thex;e.

Excuse me?

From the light we had there from Reverend Templeton's house.
You are saying there was a light' from Reverend Templeton's house

shining back there?

Right.
How long did you say you stayed in back of the church?
Until we passed out the fire bombs. -

How long did that take?
P 115



A I'd say around five minutes.

-h
o

/hen you left the back o

&

direction?
Yes, sir.
Everybody in back of the church left and went in the same direction?

Everybody left and went to the path and from there we splitted up.

Point out on the diagram where the path goes.

> O > O >

This right here would be Reverend Templeton's drive way; this would
be his house and the driveway would go from back of the church and

vevway ¥ - a1

cbme right along here on the side, behind the house, and Mike's would
be right hevre. : |
wm%
The path. This is the driveway, it divided the church and the house.
Everybody came up to that- - - |
Right. Because there are houses sitting ail along down and the path
ouse.

comes behind a

What did you do after you got to the end of the path on the street?
Myself and Chavis went across the street. )

Just you and Chavis? |

And Steve.

How many fire bombs did you have with you at that time?

At that time I only had one.

What did you do when you went across the street?

> O > O » O » O

We went across the street and was looking to see if there was any cops'

e 4+ T 4
whatsoever in the arear

Q Did you see any cops?
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No, sir,
Then what did you do?

We came back and I started throwing the fire bombs in there and all of

Did you have any conversation with anyone when you went back across
the street?

Yes, sir. Whenever Chavis called me back across the streetThada

conversation with him.
Was that before or after you threw the fire bombs?

After.
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Before you threw the fire bomb did y

O » O » O » OH »
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Who did you have a conversation with?
Fathe;' Jox;es.

Where was Father Jones?

He was standing next to the church.

Next to what church?

St. Marys is on Ann and Fifth.

Ann and Fifth?

Like, sitting on the corner of Ann, but you can go to it through Fifth Street.
Did anyone else have any talks with Father Jones?

No, sir. |

When was it you had the conversation with Father Jones?
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Just before. we burned Mike's.

Q Well, you said that when you came out to the end of the path, you, Chavis
and Corbett went down Ann Street, 'is that correct?

A Yes. |

Q Is that when you saw Father Jones?

A Yes, sir.

Q :Did Father Jones talk with you, Chavis and Corbett?

(A He was talking to me but he didn't réally know who he was talking to.

“‘Q What do you mean?

A He really didn't kn&w, he couldn't really: say which one he waé talking
to because we were ciown there and b‘ecause we were hollering:

Q You were hollering?

A ' Yes, sir

Q Who was hollering?

A Myself and Fafher Jones. .

Q Who were you hollering at?

A Father Jones.

Q You and Father Jones were hollering at Fa.ther Jones?

A You asked me who I was hollering at'.

Q You mean you and Father Jones were hollering.

A Right, back and forth because we were not standing at a distance where
we could talk.

Q How far were you standing from Father Jones ?

A I would say a block.

Q You were standing a block from Father Jones.

A Yes, sir.
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I threw mine, but I didn't throw all three of mine at that time. I just

ot

A
threw the first one and I had these two and I waited until the rest of
them threw theirs and then I threw the rest of them.

Q So, altogether how n;any fire bombs were thrown in there?

A 1I'll say eight.

Q And it was after all eight of these fire bombs were thrown in there you
went up to the door with a can of gas, is that right?

A Yes, sir.

Q@ What size can was it?

A I'll say it was a 2 i/2 gallon can.

Q@ Was it full?

A No, sir )

Q Did you pu.rchase the gas that was in the can?

A In that can?

Q,. Yes. , ! .

A Thadit. -

Q You had purchased it?

A No, sir. )

Q Did you ha\}e more than one can?

A T just had that one can.

Q 1 You were sort of a leader in all this, weren't you?

A No, sir.

Q You passed out fire bombs to other peoplé. .

A | I wouldn't call that sort of a leader, just doing as you're told.

Q You were just doing as you were told?

A Right.



Q What did you say to Father Jones?

Mr. Stroud: OBJECTION. This has no relevance to this hearing. This is a
preliminary hearing. He can certainly cross examine him about anything
he testified on direct examination. He did not testify about Father Jones
on direct examination

Mr. Ferguson: He volunteered the information about Father Jones.

Mr. Stroud: Nevertheless-- -
The Court: I'll hear what you have to say.
(Counsel approaches bench)

The Court: SUSTAINED

(Recess for lunch from 12:00 until 1:30 P.M.)

: Defendants bro ' : .

Allen Hall back on stand.

(Counsel approaches bench)

Q When did you obtain the three fire bombs you stated*you threw?
Mr. Stroud: OBJECTION, Your Honor, he already stated that.
The Court: 1'11 let him state it again.

I carried one with me and a can of gas.

So you only had one fire bomb?

I got the other two from Willie Earl.

When did you get those?

» O » O »

Whenever we were throwing the fire bombs.
'S¢ Willie Earl never threw any fire bombs.

Not at that time.

o » O

You threw your three and you don't know who else threw fire bombs,

do you?
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When you threw the first bomb you were doing as you were told?

Whenever I threw them all, I was just doing as I was told.

" And when you went up there and poure'd the gas on the house or building,

Yes, sir, when I poured it in front of the door.
You usually do what you are told, is that right?

Right.

. Stroud: OBJECTION to what he usually does.

Were you doing what you were told by getting up on the witness stand and

saying all the things you said?

. Stroud: OBJECTION

No, sir.

O » O »

> 0 » O > O

. Stroud: I'll withdraw the objection.

You said you had known Reverend Chavis only one day before this incidert
occurred, is that right? e

Yes, sir. -

And you were doing everything he told you to cio.

Yes, sir. )

You never had a thought of your own.

oo i
TS, Sid

, I had some thoughts o
But they didn't have anything to do with what you did?

No, sir, because all of us had thoughts of our own, but we didn't use them.
How long had you known willie Vereen?

I had seen him on éastle Street.

How long had you known him? Did you know him before that night?

Yes, sir.
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Q How long did you know him?

A I'll say about a year.

Q A year. Did you ever have any cor?versation with him?
A  We had talked on Castle Street.

Q How long had you known Connie Tindall?

. A I just knew Connie at this incident.

Q Did you ever voice any objecti i ing?
A No, sir.

Q Did you ever say to anybody, "I don't want to do this."?
A No; sir.
Q That's all.

**#*************'******

. CROSS EXAMINATION (By Mr. Harmon)

Q What, if anything, did Marvin Patrick say to you on this occasion?
A Well, whenever we came back- - - You mean this aight that happened?

Q Yes.

A He didn't say anything to me on that night.

-
o
L4

Q What did James McKoy say to you
A Nothing.
.Q Nothing?
A Nothing, as I can remember.
) Q Did you say anything to either of them ?

A Nothing that I can remember. .

Q I believe you stated there were eight fire bombs thrown in all, is' that

'Allen Hall- Cross Examination by Mr. Harmon . ' P-122
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Yes, sir.

You stated yo.u threw the first fire bomb, is that correct?

Yés, sir.

Then you got two fire bombs from Willie Vereex; and you threw them.

Yes.

o > O > O

And you say there were some more fire bombs. Did you throw some

more?

A I threw my two I got from Willie Earl, which made three firebombs
with the one I had. Th
Q As a matter of fact, you threw the first three fire bombs.

A No, sir. I said that I threw the first fire bomb and then I got two from

i11i inished. I finished throwing those

two and half a can of gas.

Q How was it you were the person to throw the first fire bomb ?
A Really, like, it wasn't any particular who throwed the first fire bomb..
Q How did it happen that you were the one to throw the first one?

A For one thing, because in a way we were the first ones that came up
* to the church, I mean to the store. )
Q  When you say "we", you actually mean "I''. You were the first one to
get to the store.
Myself, Chavis and Steve.
Are you saying Steve threw the first fire bomb?

A No, sir, f/ou are asking me {Nhy I was the first one. I'm telling you

about me being the first one. Myself, Chavis and Steve, ‘about us’ going

watch out. Naturally, mine would be there before théirs was and I
T . . P-12
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-~ Q What I mean is, of the group going up to the store first, you were the

would be the first one.

Did Steve Corbett have any fire bombs ?

No, sir.

that first group, you were the only one with a fire bomb?

In that first group? All of us came as a group together bu they stayed .

across the street in the path.

6n1y one with a fire bomb ?

A Right.
Q How many other peo;;Ie did you see throw fire bombs besides y.ourself?
A Myself, Tindall, Scarface, Chili, Bun and that was it because Willie
didn't throw none. :
Q How come you threw Willie Earl's fire bombs? Did you ask him for
them ? |
" A The reasonl throwed his was because he had to go between the store
and the alley.
Q@ How many fire bombs did you say Marvin Patz;ick had?
A I'd say he had two )
Q Are you saying he threw two? ‘
A Yes, sir.
Q How about Jame§ McKoy?
. A TI'll say he had two.
Q He threw two?
. A Two, yes.
Q How about Connie Tindall? How many did he thr;)w?
A Connie had one.
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Q Ar'xyonc else throw any?

A No, sir. |

Q Didn't you say some other person threw some?

A I said Chili, Connie, Bun and myself because I threw Willie Ear's two.

Q Didn't you say Jacobs threw some? |
. A That's Scarface. .

Q How many did he throw?

A H-e had one.

Q  When you count up the numbers you Just.gave, what does that total come ]

up to? |
A Nine

Yes, sir. - With mine. The one I had it makes nine.

When. you first said eight, you didn't include the c;ne you had?
I included mine but I didn't include his one.' o |
Whose ? |

Scarface.

You just now included his ?

1 sai_d I had not included his one because to me- - -

He didn't throw one ?

. Stroud: OBJECTION Let him finish his answer.

Because like the way I see it, he didn't have nothing but one and the

rest of us had two.

Now, when you gave your first statement to the officers back in May, did

‘g
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J .
Q So, all these details will be in your first written statement, is that

right?
A 1 wouldn't say everything, all of it, would be in my first one.
o Wiatw . A
. Mr. Stroud: OBJECTION
- The Court: SUSTAINED
B o d ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok

CROSS EXAMINATION (By Mr. Balance)

Q Mr. Hall, when you came back from across thé street, having gone
to the store which you say was fire bombed, how

store did you gb before you threw your first fire bomb?

I'd say standing right there to the store, right down the sidewalk.

o

In relation to the store, were you on the same side ot: the street as
the store or were you across the street? o +

We were on the same side. |

Tell me who "we'" includes.

All of us who threw fire bombs.

O » O >

Were you all standing in the same group ?

Yes, sir.

3>

Q ‘ Earlier in the day you told us after you went down the path you all split
up. Who were you saying split up? |

A  All of them who was there. Like I said, I don't know them. The rest of
them, they splitted up and took their places. So, I can't really say
where they were at that time.

Q Are you sayit‘ig the people you have named as throwing the bombs did not
g P-126
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split up?

No, sir, they did not split up.
They all remained in a group?

D3 ~lé
AVl i,

' You and Chavis and another gentleman were across the street, Steve

I believe, did you ever come back across the street?

Yes, sir

O » O

When did you ever go back across the street again?
We went back across the street whenever I was going back to the church.

™ .

Well, now, to follow your story, you first went across the street, I

<

believe vou testified, to check out the store area, is that right?

Right. .

> 0 > O > o »

O » O » H » O

Then after you did that where did you go?

After I did that, we came back.

Came back where?

To the store.

You were already at the store.

It is in front of the store wheré we throwed them at. Then we were on
the side of the store.

Were you on Sixth S
No, we were on Ann.

Ann Street side.

Right.

- Where did you come back to?

We came back to Sixth Street.

This is the three people you say were with you at that time.

>~
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A Yes.
- Q When.you came back to Sixth Street what did you do then?
A The others came back across the street. Chavis went a'c’ross the street.
Q@ Went across ;uhe street where?
g A  Sixth Street.
Q. Do you know where he went? ' y

: i i j went across.

Q Were you looking at him at this time, or were you getting ready to throw
the fire bomb'.;
Mr. Stroud: OBJECTION Your Honor, he isn't representing Mr. Chavis.

I'm trying to find out what this man

knows and doesn't know. If he was looking at Ben'Chavis, he couldn't

see something else. If he is 1ookihg at something else then he can't
see Ben Chavis.

The Court: OVERRULE‘D

Q Were you watching Ben Chavis at that time?

Yes, sir, whenever we came back, he went on across the street.

o b

Why were you watching him ?

A Well, I didn't say I was watching him.

-y 2 -

~~ s Sammde s o wemee e~
W YOu jJuSi saia you wcic

[+

Mr Stroud: OBJECTION
. The Court: Let him finish, go ahead.
A Like, if you are watching somebody yéu just keep on looking for them to
do something to see what they are going to do. Really, like; I was just
looking at him whenever he went back across the street.

Q Why were you looking at him?
' PR P-128



Mr. Stroud: OBJECTION

The Court: SUSTAINED

Q Were you watching Jerry Jacobs:

A Yes, sir.

Q Why were you watching him ?

\A Well, one thing- - - .

Mr. Stroud: OBJECTION

The Court: SUSTAINED

Mr. Bala.nce: Your Honor, this man is testifying what t.’his man did. I would
like to know for what reason, if any, he was watching him. If he had a
reason to detail whatever he was doing, I feel I would like to know that.
: .
was doing. * Ib don't know what his reasons were, but I cefté.inly would like
to know. I think the court needs to know it.

Mr. Stroud: Again, I reiterate this is a preliminary hea_ring, it isnot a
trial. He will have a right to cross examine at the Superioxf Court rial.

Mr. Balance: I think the State seeks to have thi.s witness come on to keep us

in the dark as to certain porti.ons of what happened that night. We don't
need to knon half and not know the other half. I think we have the right
to know and I think the court has a right to know. I don't think the State
has the right to know whaf happened out there and keep us from knowing
that. Whether it helps the State and hurts us or helps us and hurts the
State, I think we need to know all the facts and circumstances. That's all
we're trying to find out.

e Court: As to why he was watching, I'm still gomg to sustain that.
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You say you were watching Jerry Jacobs.

Yes, sir.

Q Were you watching the other four people you named - or other three .
people?

A Yes, sir

- Q@ When you were throwing your fire bomb were you looking at the store or

looking away from it? o

A  Whenever I threw mine, I was looking at the store.

Q Do you know w.hat happened to the one you threw? °

A Yes, sir.

Q What happened to it?

A It went into the store. .

Q What happened to it when it went into the store?

A It burst.

Q What happened then? ]

A  After it burst, it started burning.

Q It started burning. Why did you feel it necessary to throw two more then.

Mr. Stroud: OBJECTION )

Mr. Balance: I think it is relevant, Your Honor.

The Court: ~ OVERRULED

Q Why dia you think it was necessary to throw two additional fire bombs?

A The reason we- - - -

Q I'm talking about you not we. ‘Why did you.feel it necessary to throw two
more?

A Well, number one because I know for a fact that as soon as the fire

did go, I might make it back to the church or might not.
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What has that got to do with the fire bombs?

Q
. Well, like, if they catch fire before throwing them, they might burst
Q You were trying to get rid of the other two when you threw them, is that
right?
: A The other two were carried there and I was taking Willie Earl's place be-
cause he went somewhere else. .
Q Why did yéu pour the gasoline in front of the store? Wasn't the store burning
at that time?
. A Yes.
Q Why did you feel it necessary to pour the gasoline on it?
Mr. Stroud: I don't think it is relevant.

Q
Mr.

The

4

o

What did you do with the can you had when you poured the gas- -

Stroud: OBJECTION
Court: OVERRULED Go ahead.
Left the car: sitting there

Sitting at the store? Have you seen the can since that time?

Stroud: OBJECTION

Court: SUSTAINED

Now, you said there were several people, I believe, that went over
there with you, is that correct? Just to refresh my recollection and
yours, there was a group of people who went over there, .is that what
you testified?

Yes, sir.

Do you know how man

That went over to the store? . o A
. P P-131
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Yes.

There was myself, Chavis, Willie Earl, Connie Tindall, Chili and Scarface.

How many is that?

P, |

P A __ .3 O\ PRSP P o Y -7 o)
D1xX. And oleve ImaKes Sevell.

All right, now, how many other people were there that went somewhere

Court: State your question again, please,

else? . :
A I couldn't really say
Q Why can't you say that?
A Because I didn't count how many went to the other places.
Q My did you count how many went to this: place?
Mr. Stroud: OBJEC'I‘IOﬁ .
The Court:  SUSTAINED
Q Did you count the number who went to this place?
Mr. Stroud: OBJECTION
The Court: SUSTAINED
When did you first find out it was six that went to the store?
A 1Iknow it was siﬁ because all of us were there.
Q Did you have any rank at that time? ) ~
-~
A No, sir.
Q You left the church, I believe, before you went over to the store in
) question, is tilat right?
Yes, sir.
What time did you go to the church on ;che morning of February 6th, if
in fact you did go? |
. Mr. Stroud: OBJECTION
The
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I'm asking him what time he went to the church that morning, Your
Honor.

The Court: OVERRULED

| A Are you talking about that Fridéy rﬁorning?

Q I'm talking about the morning of the 6th - whatever it was, Friday or
Saturday. | | |

A The morning of the 6th I was at the church ‘on that day. I was there all
that day. |

Q Did you stay there at the church Friday night, the night before the 6th“?

A Yes. |

Q YO;J aid.‘ Did you stay there the night before that?

A No, sir.

Q Dici you have a home in Wilminéton at that ‘time? Where were you
living'? .

.A 5515 Market Street. ‘

Q Who were you living with?

A Mrs. Lena Hall.@

Q What was she in relation to you? . .

Mr. Stroud: OBJEC’I:ION

The Court: SUSTAINED

Q Were you working at that time? Have a job?

Mr.. Stroud: OBJECTION

The Court:  SUSTAINED

Q Where are you living now? -

Mr. Stroud: OBJECTION

The Court: ~ SUSTAINED

P-133



Q You said you only had known Ben Chavis for one day, I believe, what

reason, if any, were you a
Mr. Stroud: OBJEC’I‘ION_
The Court: OVERRULED
A Well, I was at the church because I, like, they had been telling me

so much about this Ben Chavis.

Q Who is "they"?
A  Friends.
Q What friends?

Mr. Stroud: OBJECTION

The Court: SUSTAINED

Q You had not béen to the church before you heard Ben Chavis was there?
A No. .
Q You went there on the 4th. You didn't see him that d;ay?
A I saw him the same day I went down there. ' '.
Q What day was that? |
A On a Friday. | ‘
Q What date? . )
A The 5th.
Q That was the first time you went doWn there was Friday the 5th of
February, 19717
A Right.
Q You hadn't been to the church before this?
A No.
Q How far did you live from the church? .

Mr. Stroud: OBJECTION , '
o _ R - - P-134
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Q How did you get to the church?

Mr. Stroud: (SBJECTION

The Court: SUSTAINED

Q And the only purpose, you say, for geing down there was to see who
Ben Chavis was?

A To see what he was rapping about.

Going to see if he was the Messiah?

Mr. Stoud: OBJECTION

The Court:  SUSTAINED

Q You wanted to see what he was rappin‘g about, did you say?

Av Rigﬁt.

Q You had been told he was rapping.

A  Right.

What caus.ed you to stay overnight when you went down there?

Mr. Stroud: OBJECT’ION I don't think it is relevant.

Mr. Balarice: I think it is very relevant, Your Honor.. If this man is going
to téstify as he has in regard to the circumstances and facts growing out __
of their leaving the church on the 6th. I céi‘tainlv think it is important
if he stayed down there on the 5th, it is important we know what was
going on d own there,

Mr. Stroud: If it please the Court, again I state this is only a preliminary
hearing.

The Court: SUSTAINED. Go ahead.

Q Did you have anything to eat on the 6th?

Mr. Stroud: OBJECTION

The Court: SUSTAINED
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Q _. Are you mar‘ried, Mr. Hall?
Mr. Stroud: OBJECTION
The Court: SUSTAINED
Q Do you have ; girl friend?
» Mr. Stroud: OBJECTION
The Court: SUSTAINED ’ .
| Mr. Stroud: OBJECTION
The Court: SUSTAINED

Q When did you return from New York?

Mr. Stoud: OBJECTION
The Court: OVERRULED .

A Icame bagk from New York in Ap;‘il.

Q Was that after you got arrested in New York?
Mr. Stroud: OBJECTION

The COurt:v SUSTAINED

Q Had you been tried on that charge yet?

Q When you came back from New YOrk, di
that time?
' Mr. Stroud: OBJECTION
The Court: OVERRULED
Mr. Stroud: He.testified the first time he went to the church was on the 5th.
He testified to that on his cross examinlation. -

Q How long did you stay in New York?
| | ‘ , - P-136



A I left there~ -~

Mr. Stroud: Your Honor, I object to this. All this has come out on cross

examination in the previous case.

1 .

The Court: I believe we did agree to try to avoid re

O Iy
Mr. Balance: Yes, sir.
Q 1Ibelieve, let me ask you this. What caused you to return from New

York?

Mr. Stroud: OBJECTION
The Court: SUSTAINED

Q Was your conscience bothering you up in New York?

"The Court: SUSTAINED

Q Is your conscience bothering you now?
Mr. Stroud: OBJECTION |
The Court: SUSTAINED

Q That's all, Your Honor.

d % & % ok vk ok ok ok ok ok & ok e & ok ok ok ok ok ok ok K

Mr,

2]

troud: If it piease the Court, that is allthe evidence in those particular

charges and those particular defendants.
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Mr. Stroud: We will now hear evidence of the three defendants charged
with conspiring to the murder of Harvey Cumber. They are Ben
Chavis, Marvin Patrick and Tommy Atwood.

g ek e ko ok e ol sk ok e ke ok ok o ko kK

DIRECT EXAMINATION (By Mr. Stroud)

' Q On the 7th day of February, on a Sunday, 1971, were you at the church

on that mornin

g?
A | Yes, sir.
The Court: What date was that? .
‘Mr. Stroud: The ;?th of February, 1971, on a Sunday. On that particular
morning at approximately ten o'clock, did you have occasion to go
-—————outside the chuge¢ch?— — —7 /7 0 92—+ — — 77— — — 00— 00—
Yes, sir:
Q Wha.t occurred when you came outside the church?
Whenever I was coming out of the church some;me hollerea down the
street, and said,
Myséif, Chavis and others were shooting and started shooting toward the
truck. |
Whére were you at that time?
I was standing by the telegram pole.

Where is that in relation to the steps of the church?

> O » O

It is like - it is really closer to - coming down off the steps, it is on

.

the right hand side of the drive.
Q Next to the Templeton house?
A Yes, 'sir, on the other side of the street.

Q What type truck was this ? ~

Allen Hall - Direct Exam. by Mr. Stroud - P-138



Mr. Stroud: We will now hear evidence of the three defendants charged
with conspiring to the murder of Harvey Cumber. They are Ben
Chavis, Marvin Patrick and Tommy Atwood.

% ¢ ok ok ok e ok e % e ok ok ok 3 ke sk ok kXK

DIRECT EXAMINATION (By Mr. Stroud)

Q On the 7th day of February, on a Sunday, 1971, were you at the church

on that morning?

A Yes, sir.

The Court: What date was that? s
Mr. Stroud: The 7th of February, 1971, on a Sunday. On that particular -

morning at approximately ten o'clock, did you have occasion to go

Yes, sir:
What occurred when you came outside the church?

Whenever I was coming out of the church someone hollered down the

Mys-eif, Chavis and others were shooting and started shooting toward the
truck.

Whére were you at that time?

I was standing by the telegram pole.

Where is that in relation to the steps of the church?

> O » O

It is like - it is really closer to - coming down off the steps, it is on

the right hand side of the drive.

Q Next to the Templeton house?

A Yes, sir, on the other side of the street.

Q What type truck was this ? -

Allen Hall - Direct Exam. by Mr. Stroud ' P-138



A Ttwasa red and white truck.

Q Was it a pickup truck, a big truck- --

Mr. Ferguson OBJECTION to leading

The Court: SUSTAINED

Q What type of truck was it? .

AV A pickup truck

Q What etreet was that truck traveling on when you fi-rst observed it?
A It was traveling on Sixth Street.

Q Where did the truck go from the point where you first observed it?
A The truck was, it was beginning to make a turn towards Fifth Street
Q On what street? .

A On Nun. |

Q Could you tell how many persons were in the truck?

A There was only one.

Q Maleor female?

A Male - .

Q White or black? .

A White

The Court: What color did you say?

A  White.

Q Where was Ben Chavis at that time?

A Ben Chavis was standing at the bottom of the steps.

Q The bottom of what steps?

A Reverend Templeton's.

Q Reverend Templeton's house?

A Right. L ™,

U
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This would be on Nun Street?

Yes, sir.

Q.
A Yes.
Q Did you see anyone else there at this time outside the church?
A Chili, he was standing in the middle of the street.
Q | Middle of what street?
A Nun. |
Q How far was he from the church?
A I couldn't really say.
Q Approximately?
‘A 1 would say rﬁaybe about 16 feet.
Q Canyou pdint out some place in the courtroom he would be in relation
to the truck? :
A From here to where that pitcher is at.
' Q From where you are to where the pitcﬁer is at. Where was he?
A Hé was at the corner of Sixth Street. |
Q Six and what?
A Sixth and Nun.
Q Where was he in relation to the house th::t morning, if you know? )
A He was at the end of the street facing towards Fifth and Nuﬂ.
Q Did you have a weapon at this time?
A Yes, sir.
Q What type weapon did you have?
A Thirty-eight.
Q Thirty-eight pistol?
A ‘Y es, sir.
Q Did Chavis have a weapon at the time you observed lgi\m?
A ' ’ P-140



What type weapon did he have?
Machine gun.

Did Marvin Patrick have a weapon when you observed him there at the

street?

A Yes, sir. .

Q | What kind of weapon?

A Machine gun

Q Did Tommy Atwood have a weapon?

A Arifle.

Q As the truck began to make a turn as you deécribed, what, if anything,
occurred then?

A~ Whenever the truck began to make a turn, we started.shooting; shooting
in the truck.

Q Who 'is we?

A Myself, Chavis and Chili and Tommy.

Q What happen“ed then?

A Then the map stopped; got out of the tfuclg and we contihued shooﬁng.
Then he fell.

Q Then what happened?

A Then we walked up there where he was.

Q Then how close did you get to him ?

A I would say from about where I am fo the table right there.

Q@ From where you are to where Mrs. McChesney is?

A Right.

Q. What was his condition at that time, if you know ?

A My condition Qas that he was dead. N,



Mr. Stroud: Your Honor, at this time the State wants to ask Allen Hall
if he can iden{ify the defendants.
Mr. Ferguson: OBJECTION
The Court: SUSTAINED
Mr, ¢ tréud; Your Honor, if it please the cour, rhay we-approach the bench?

(Counsel approaches bench)

The Court: I am going to OVERRULE the ocbjection.

Mr. Stroud: I am going to hand ydu this picture and as.k you if you cém
~identify it?

Mr. Ferguson: OBJECTION

The Court: OVERRULED

Yes, sir.
Q Do you k'now who this photograph is of?
A Yes, sir. | |
Q Whois it? ‘
A Mr. Cumber.
Q Was he the man you pbserved outside the truck?
A Yes, sir.
Q I have no further questions at this time.

********************'***

C ROSS EXAMINATION (By Mr. Fer;guson)

Q Where did you spend the night on the night of the 6th?
Mr. Stroud: OBJECTION
The Court: OVERRULED
A At the church.

Q Did you go to sleep? v N, P-142



A No, sir.

Q You stayed up all night long?

A |, Yes, sir.

Q What were you doing all night?

Mr. Stroud: OBJECTION

- The Court: SUSTAINED

Q
]

Did you go to sleep Friday night while you were there in the church?

Mr. Stroud: OBJECTION

The Court: SUSTAINED

Q

Did you ever go to sleep while you were there 'in the church?

Mr. Stroud: OBJ E.CTION

-~ he Court:  SUSTAINED

Mr. Fergusor: May I be heard? The State has used this witness to testify

to several events occurring over a two day period. Iam trying to find
out what the witness's ability to observe was and 1 think his physical
condition at that time would be relevant. He said he was up all night

Saturday night. I want to know if he was up all night Friday night, too.

Mr. Stroud: This is cnly a preliminary hearing. It is not a trial

The Court: OVERRULED as to this question.

Q
A
Q
A
Q
A

Q

Cross Exam. by Mr. Ferguson

Where did you sleep Friday night?

I stayed in the church.

Did you go to sleep?

No, sir.

Did you go to sleep at all between Friday and Sunday'?

1 wouldn't say "sleep".

You wouldn't say you went to sleep at all? N

Y
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No, sir.
You say it was about ten o'clock when you went outside the church on

Sunday morning.

A _ Yes, sir.

Q Did anyone go.outside the church with you? |

A No, sir.

Q Did you know Mr. Cumber before this morning?

A No, sir.

Q You didn't know him?

A No_.. sir.

Q You never heard his name mentioned fo you by anyone ?

A No, sir.

Q - When ym; went outside the church did you know a truck would be coming
down the street?
No, | sir, I didn't.
So, you had no discussion with a.nyoné about going outside the church
that morning? _ . - |

A No, sir.

Q When you went outside, you said someone down the street hollered
something.

A They hollered, they said, "There's a truck coming "

Q That's all they said?

A Yes, sir.

Q You don't know who it was that said that?

A No, sir.

Q How long had you been outside the church when you l;.éard that?



I had just got outside.

When did you change guns?

>

> O > O

o

»

> O

A I changed guns that day - Saturday night. I mean Friday, whenevér we
came down from that apartment house. | ' g

Q You went to the apartment house on Friday?

A Yes, sir. | .

Q You say you went to the apartment house on Friday?

A Yes, sir.

Q And when you came back frofn the apartment house, you say, you
changed guns? '

A - Yes, sir.

Twenty-ftve automatic.

So, from Friday night until Sunday, you had a thirty-eight once you
made the change. What was your answer to that?

Sir? |

Did you answer that yes?

I changed guns on Saturday night.

Why did you say you changed on Friday?

1 was thinking about the other occasion and I cl"xa;nged- --

Court: (Let's stbp the conversation. )

Thinking of what other occasion?

Of the occasion whenever I had the twenty-five.

You were thinking of an occasion whenever you had the thnty-five? '
Yes, sir. Like, well, what I am trying to say, I was trying to ge

definite time whenever I changed guns and it was on a Saturday.
. >



Q Did someone indicate to you just now it w;a\s Saturday rather than Friday?

A No, sir. |

Q ' When did you go to the apartment house?

A We went on a Saturday.

Q ' Now, did you change guns any more after that?

A No, sir.

Q Now, after you went outside the church on Sunday morning, you never
heard anybody say anything except that there was a truck commg, is
that right?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you didn't know who said that?

A No, sir. .

Q Goupto the diagram. Point out to where you were.

A I was right here.

Q So, youcame out ‘of the church and walked down the street, is that
right?

A Nb, sir. 1came out of the church. There's a telegram post right in
here. Ch111, he was standing right out here. Tommy, he was standing
here at the corner. There was somebody down the street that hollered

Q Where was the someone who was hollering? |

1‘ A 1 don't know where they was, but from, I say it come from everywhere.

i% We had some posted out down there.

J’ Q So, when you heard someone holler "There's a truck commg, "~ you
started shooting, is that right?

A No, sir. See, whenever they hollered, "ﬁere come a truck''. About

the same time they hollered, "Here come a truck", 'I'd say maybe
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three seconds, the truck came in view, then we started shooting. As

the truck turned, a man got out and we continued shooting and then he

fell.
Q Wasn't there a barricade up there?
’ A Yes, sir, there was a barricade. The barricade was right along in here.

Right along in there. Because we had -like, - we had moved the pipes
. i i e garbage cans to keep an kind
of traffic from coming down towards the church.

When did you move them back?

o

We moved them back that Saturday night after we had came back

Did you move them? : . .

I helped.
I'm sorry?

I said, "I helped to move them."

o » O » D

So, now you are saying, this truck came down the street, pulled around
the corner, stopped and the man got out.

Whenever the truck came it began to turn and we started shooting,

>

then the man stopped, got out and we were still shooting, then he fell.

[ 21 T < ~

Then we came down here and I locked at him. I turned around and I
went back to thg church - I mean house.
By yourself?
I went in the house by myself and then Chavis came in and then some-
body else came in and called down here, I don't know for sure.

Who was inside of the house when you went back inside of the house?

> D

Reverend Templeton and his wife.

- v
Reveren d Templeton and who? | . P-147
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A Reverend Templeton and his wife and some others.
Q Do you know who the others were?

Mr. Stroud: OBJECTION

The Court: SUSTAINED

How many shots did you fire in that direction?

0

1 won't say.

How man
I'm not too sure, so I won't say.
You don't know how many anybody else fired either, do you?

No, sir.

You don't even know who fired them ?

No, sir.

O » O » O » O

How long did you stay outside?

1'11 sav ten minutes.

*
¥

Was there a gun lying near the area where you saw Cumber ?
Ican't say. '

Now, when did you first relate this incident tc; the police?

I put that in my statements. )

The first statement or the second statement?

My second statement.

O » O » O » O

Your second statement. You didn't mention anything of this at all in

your first statement, is that correct?

>

Yes, sir, I mentioned - wheneverI called them, I mentioned about it.

Yes, sir.

o » O

You told the pblice the first time you made a statement to them in May

>
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of 1971, is that right?

A Not the first time. I didn't say the first time.

o

You did not tell them the first time.
No. But the second time I made my statement, I made it in there.
You are talking about the second written statement you gave?

Yes.

Do you recall when it was you gave the second written statement?
1 won't say because I am not sure.

It was a few weeks ago, wasn't it?

> O > O P O ¥

"It was longer than a few weeks ago.

o

How much longer than a few weeks ago was it?

Mr. Stroud: OB

The Court: . SUSTAINED

Mr. Ferguson: I fail to see how the witness can have such a good memory
on some things and no\t on others. He made é stat‘ement. I just asked
him when he made it.

Mr. Stroud: Your Honor, he will have every right to cross examine him
at trial in Superior Court, Vif there is a trial.

The Court: I think hé sort of answered the question anyway, let's move

along.

You donit know when you made the second statement?

O

Not right off hand, no, sir,
Q Were you asked questions specifically about that incident when you
made the statement?

Mr. Stroud: OBJECTION

The Court: OVERRULED .
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I'll say - I have to say yes.

You'll say yes?

Yes, sir.

You were asked if you knew anything about that incident?
Yes, sir.

Who asked you about it?

>

The detectives.
Which one?
Detective Fredlaw and them.

Was this one of the times you sent for 'the detectives?

> O B O > O » B

o » O » O

No, sir.

You don't recall ever talking to the Solicitor at all?

No, sir.

Never discussed this case with him?

The only time I talked to him was Friday,- but not long then.

This past Friday? |

Yes, sir.

At no time prior to this past Friday did you talk to him, is that right?
Yes, sir.

Are you saying, ''Yes, that's right", or "Yes, you talked to him'.

Yes, that's right.

Had you already signed the second statement at the time you talked to the
Solicitor?

Yes, sir. ' . >

"o
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