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Mr. Riclhiazd Kilbourne
District Attorney

20th Judicial District
Clintcon, Loulsiana 70722

Lear Mr. Xilbourne:

Tnis rerfers Lo your letter of July 19, 1971,
submitting a redistrictiag plan of the police Jurj
waxds of Fasl feliclilana Parish.

Ag you way know, the statute amending provisions
of Louisiana law dealing with the election and appor-
tioning ©f police jurors and the redistricting of
police jury wards (Act No. 445 passed during the 1560
Louisiana Legislative Session) vwas subnmitted to the
Attornrey Ceneral pursuant to Section S. The iwple-
mentation oi this gtatutc was objoected to by him on
June 26, 1%69%. Because of his earlier objection to
the enabling legislation and fecderal court decisions
affecting at-large celection problems, I must advise
you that the Attorney Geuneral objecta to an appor-
tiounmwent plan by East Feliciana Parish which incor-
porates these same characteristica. In the case of
Dyexr v. Love, 307 F. Bupp. 974 (N.D. Miss. 1969),
the court ruled that as a result of the Attorney
General's objection tp the implementation of a state
gtatute authorizing at-large celoctions for boards orf
supervigors iu lissigsippi, the supervisors “do not -

have statutory power or authority to provide" for such
elections.




While we are aware of the problems faced by
police juries in dealing with ceapportionment
provlems, we must conalude that the police jury
lacks power ©o provide\for at-large electionsa.

Woreover, this plan may very well be objection-
able on its merits. Under the existing plan six of
the eight districts are msajority Negro. While the
parish as a whole does have an overall population
which 18 53.1% black, we nots that tha voting age
population in the parlsh is majority white. In such
a setting the dllutive effect on the parish‘s black
voting strongth would seemn clear.

Please bo assured, however, that any new plan
which the police jury adopta will receive our prompt
consideration.

Sincserely,

DAVID L. NORMANW
Azgistant Attormey Genaral
Civil Rights Division




