This 13 in reference te your submissiom to the
Attorney Gensral pursusat to Seetion 3 of the Yoting
Rights Act of 1965 of City Coumncil Ordinmmce 3154 N.C.B.
which respporticsed the councilasaic districts of the
City of New Crieans. This submission was receivad by
this Department oo May 10, 1973.

Ve have given eareful censideration to ths submitted
changzes end the supporting information as well as data
compliied by the Burean of the Census snd information and
comments from fnterested parties. In addition we have
utilized the information and datz which you had previousliy’
provided this office in commection with our comsideration
of Ordinsnce 4796 M.C.8., pursuant to Section 5 of the
Voting Rights Act of 1965.

Cur analysis shows that the boumdary lines prescribed
.by Ordinance 5154 M.C.S. appear to effect a dilution of
black wvoting strength in the sams menner as d4id the boundarxy
lines prescribed in Ordinance 4796 M.C.8. to which sn
objection was interposed ou behalf of the Attormey General

om Jemuary 13, i973. Umder thess circumstances ws camnst
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comclude, a3 we must under the VYotiag Rizhts Act aof
1965, that this plam of resapporticoment for ths New
Orisans City Coumcil will wet heve a racislly discyim-
instory effect em voting. Comsequentiy, en behalf of
the Attoraey Ceneral I sust imterpess am ¢hjection to
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. differences between the reappertionment plams

propeasd
hmmuxusmmuyame
to the number of mon-tontigusus districts and the popu-
lation by race of proposed District B, Ordinsance 3154 N.C.S.
severtheiess cowbines a number of biack voters with a
larger mumber of white voters ia four of the five districts.
Norsover, the district lines in the imstant submission do
wot appear to have been based cn any compelling governmental
nesd or to reficet aumeriec populstion eomfiguraticns er
eensideraticns of district compactness or regulasrity of
shape.,

Cur evaluation of Ordinance numbers 4796 and 5154
indicates that the objectionabie dilution of blaeck voting
strength in both redistricting plans is primarily attributable
to the vertical shape of the submitted districts. Because
the predominantiy black neighborhoods in the city are
located gensrally in an east to west progressiom, the
vertical districts in the submitted plaus divided the

iack neighborhoods snd combined them with white areas
in the north and the seuth of the city resulting in districts
with more white than black »oters.

Although the shape of the submitted districts may
have been in part based upon the shape of the seventeen
wards in Hew Orlemmns, ths wards 4o not of themselves define
officia: boumdaries bearing upon the election of or
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reprssentation by eity council members, and adherence

to the traditienal shape of the wards may not sarve e
Justify ths resulting pnu.hi:.d mnticaofbhekntms
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other respperticamsut plams based wpem mm
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gity to the degres Zaumd ohjectiemable hare, ichn
detarnined, howaver, that s dilutive vesult similar
mwnmwm,muwm:um
when such districts are utilized to the extent found

in the submittad pilam, md that the exteat to which such
districts were utilized is not necessary te achieve a
successful respportismmsnt of the ecity's population.

If you desire any further expimmation of the baszis
for the objectien herein, or believe that sueh further
sxplanation would be haipful in fashioming a redistricting
plan which svoids ths cbjectionsble festurss of the sud-
mitted plan, pisase do not hasitate to eomtact us. Of
course, Section 5 permits you to sesk & declaratory judz-
ment from the District Court for the District of Columbis .
that this plan neither has the purpose nor wiil have the
effect of denying or abridging the right to vote on account
of race. {ntil such & judgnent is rendered by that Court,
hovever, the iega: effect of the objection of the Attormey
Caneral is to vender umenforcesble this reapportionment
plan,

Sincerely,

J. STANLEY POTTINGER
Assistant Attorney Genezal
Civil Rights Pivisiom




