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Kr. Joha P, Wird, Jr.

Eresial Coumiel

evanzoline Parish £<hsol Bosrd
170 Borih Strext

Baten Eouge, louislama 70302

sear Mr, WHard:

This {3 in relovrsnce to the respnorticanent
plans for the ¥wingeline Parich S:hool Eoaird aand
Yolice Jury, voth oif vairh wera sudaitteld to ths
Attorssy CGonarsl purivant to Zaz:iion 3 of the Vaiing
Bights Act of 1945, Your sebals2i{co wis vateived on
July 15, 1975, 1a accardsnce with your reguest,
expedited consideracion has baem gliven 2o thiz matisr
vader tha erocedural guidelines for the adainistration
of Sactiom 3 (28 C.¥F.K, 31.22),

¥z have trevixmd 31l the materisl provided by
ths parish, have glven careful esasideraiiomn te the
poinzs valszd by you durimg yaur July 23, 1974 msating
with aszbars of ay staff and Bave welghed the informa-
tion wa have racetlved from {aterested parties. Oa
the basis of all the avallable facis and applying :
the standard regulred by fecitom 3, ws sannor comcluda,
s wa mast wnder ths Act, that thy proscrited ractal
effect does MmOt &xist,

In evaluating tha Evangsline Farxish plans we
varefully «onsidered, fnrer glis, the fazt that e
gprecaent Butwesn Folice Jury and $:chool Eaard mewdbers
for the establizhasnt of coswon voting districts requirad
substantial pegotiations, and that &nothey sat of lines
for both polittzal Sodfes may da difflculi tp foramlate,
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Fe are also svara that ths seven dlstricts Btys Iatorests
which are gurricular te sach goographic ayea., Cuar
1a’orsat {on valflests that there are scheols fn sack
diztrict which, for ths: mact pari, serve tha {ndividazls
living there and that there bas becn scme populatien
asvenent in the Parisrh vhilch wonld raise quesiioms aboat
the precise racisl eomposiiion I tho yural syea mear
Yilla Flatte,

Batwithatanding the elrcuwmstances wvhicsh aviece
thar tho lims:s you have dravn hisve & practical polfitical
bisic, we believe that those plans, while an lasrove~
pent gver the districts subalited sa May 2, 1974, o mst
elizinate all ths objectionable features set forth in
our June 15 letter and ftersted éduring your mesting
with =y staff, TIheo mew propossl does ereste snothex
single-memder disteict, which would have & Black povaula-
tion majority. Rowewey, the az¢aded 1limsxs do mor wemedy
the continusd dllutive effest of subserzing scill sizeshls
concenrations of black vaters into majority-vhite, multie-
pemher discyists, 1a eddlitian, ths amended plans yataln
the same fesiures which magnify this dilution and to
which ear Juns 25 ebjection was 2lso expliciily divested,
azaely 8 majority weguirescat, an antl-siszle shot ruls,
staggeved taras for s:hovl boird memaders snd & mazdevred .
#oLL sysiom tn the 1974 echaal doard electices.

The facts you Bave furnlshed havs been halpf.‘:n
in roviswing tha mow pleas, but the avallable {nformae
tion 12 wmot sulffeleat to conzluds thal the citee clited
in our sarlier letiax agys movw imapposliie, Ia Busziz v,
Covermor of loalsiana, 333 ¥, fepp. 452, ASB (k.t,, La.
1971), for exizplse, the court ssid that “{s]ingle-member
districve ars always to ba preferred Lf the use of multi~
mcaber distriess tmﬂ: to dilute the volins straezth of
a8y alnority grown.” W3 find 8o basls ta dur:,ud this
divectfon {a Dvangeline Farish, »
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Whtle we appreclate the camplexitios fnvolved
{n daslgning vaspporiicacsen: plaas this closs te the
s:heduled 1974 elections, we are persuaded thal, based
vroa eur fimdiags end uwnda those legal precedears which
wva cited In ot letter of June 25, we a2 unable to
consliede; as we mast ender the Votiag Rights Ack,
that cheze plans will mot Rave the effac: of deayiag
er adridzing the vight €9 vote 9a account of race or
¢color., 1 must, therefors, am bedualf of the Atioerney
Gensral, alearpose aa edjextion te the fuplementatios
of these plens,

Az ws Rave privigusly moted, Zection $ gpemmlits
you t0 agel & declarstory jedgaeat froa the Bistrict
Conrt for the Plstrict of Columdia that thess plans
nelthor Bave the purpose wor will have the affect of
denyling or abdridgiag the vight to voie oa ascomnt of
race. Untll such a judgasar s readerad by that court,
hovover, the lezal effect of the ebjlection of the
Attommey €rseral 4s to yunder snemforcerbla thass
sedistricting plans.

8in<evaly,

3. $TARLZY POTTINGIR
Asslstant Attorney Cenersl
Civil Rights Rivision
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