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Assistemt sttornsy Gsasral

Ztate of Louisizos

Deyertnent of Justize

gaton Fouge, Loulsisnd 73556

{eazr Hr. Leljean:

This i3 in refaremcs to your subulssion purswant
to Sectien 3 of the Yotiag 2ights act of 1865 of
Louisiand 5tele Act Ho. 474 of the 1974 Ragular fessien
which reapgortions anc redistricts the Urleans Pazish
Ixecutive coumalttes. Your subaission was completad on
June 14, 1373,

The sudmitted chings Ysquires Executive Committes
ccadidstes to designate & post and resceive & vajoxity eof
the votes within multi-wesder districts. te have given
csraful comsidsratiom to the inforastion which has beem
proviied im eur evaluation of the submission ia oxder fe
dstecains Lf ths changs will have the purpess er sffest
of denying or abridgioag the Tight to vols en Sacount of
r2:8 O c0lor. Belausa we AT9 uaable to comclude that -
the implemsntation of At 434 will mot bave the proscribed
affsor, 1 must, OB betuall of the Attormay
interpose an objection te tha implecentation of that Ast.

our snalysis has ebhown that vhers, 48 in (ricins
Yarish, there is insressing parzicipation in the
political prozess by thbe black coummniry, that the
izposition of dasigntted poats amd ms jority vots
reqiiresmnts in the comtaxt of multi-zember d4istricts
has the proscrived sffest of dilutiag the poteatial
for minority votess to perticipsts in the golitical
process snd to elect csndldates of thelr dbelce.
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Sea hhits v Zsgestar, L2 U.5. /58 (1373); Craves v.
Barnes, 343 ¥. dups. 08 (W.u. Tex. 1372). See also,
kbitcosb v. Chevis, &35 U.S. 124 {1974, 1Im siuitiom,
wa Dave 8130 potad that the propesed dlscrict lines
¢lozaly fellew 2he parish ward lings., It was the
-axawing of district lines alomy siwmilar ward liass

that the Attornsy Genaral, inm gart, bessd his objection
to Azt lis of the L1971 Ragular Seasion. Also, ses
Bussis v. Governor of louisienz, 333 F. Bupp. 452 (1972).

1 would 3130 like to Jdirect your attsntiasa te
the sudnission, pursuant €0 Zecticn 5 of the Voting
Bights Act, of Act 10V of tha 1971 Ragulaxr Sessiou.
Although At 137 (1971) was received Jume 7, 1972,
and sdditional inforaistion wis regusstsd by letter
dated July 3, 1972, and agsin by letter dated August 7,
1974, suck inforsmatiocn has 3ot beer pruvided te this
Peyartzsat, '

kaile the iaforzation rajuasted his mot heem
providaed, im viav of the protracted psudency of thls
schaission and the sudnlaslion of Azt 494 (1974) aloag
with inforwstion sudalitted in commsetion with eur :
svaiuition of At 454, we havs concluded that me uae~
ful purpods weuld de served by furtder dslayinmg the

Attorney Genacal's determinacion of Azt 107. Comsejuestly,

we dive procesded to evaluate Act 137 (1971) em the
information avalladle. The inforuation which ws have
svaluated revaals that Ast 137 (1971) provided multi-
saader diatricts fn conjroction with the anti-aiagise
sbot snd majority wets rasquirement features. Alaso,
ths sdfstricting plan again clossly followed the jarish
war: linss.



: 1
R '
- R I S e —ma—
B TR . S T N ORI S
. [
EEE Y [

-3-

For reasous similar to those which I have
basel uy obiecilon to At 494 (13/4), ve bave con-
civeed that the state haz not met its legal bducrisan
ol proviag tiat act 107 (1971) bas neither the purposs
nor affect of adridging or deayiwmg the right to wveta
on account of race or color. (Sea 25 C.F.3, S51.19.)
Therefaore, on abalf of the Attorney Geperal, 1 must
iaterposs 4a objectica te Act 197 (1971).

lastly, I would like te call your attemtion te
the provisicas of Section 3 mhich permits you to sesk
a declarstory judgment frow the District Court for the
gistrict of Coluzbia that Acts 434 (197/4) and 167
(1971) nelcher have the purpose nor effect of abridging
or demying the right Te wots on accoumt of race er
solor. Until such & judgment is remdared by that
Court, bowever, the lsgal eifect of the Attorney Gensral
inter;osing objections o Acts 434 (1974) snd 197
{1371) is to reander tha acts unenforcesdle. 1t is
#1360 sigaificaar o point out that umder the Voting
Rights Act all amendmeats to L2A-R.$, 13:235(a) which
afiect the atamisrd practice oz procedurs of woting
spacted after Novecder 1, 1364, including Act 14 of
the 1366 extrs seasion, ere ununiorieadle unless amd
uhRtil there is revisw of the chamge pursusnt To Sectiom 3.

Sinzerely,

J. 3tanley Pottinger
s3sistant ALtorasy Cemeral
Civil iights Iivision
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