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¥Xr, Breed C. Eounger, 81,
Houngar $ Founger

fost Offics Box 231
Yylertcwn, Rississippl 39867

Dear kr. Boungek:

This is 4in refersace to the redistricting ef
salithall County, Hisslesippi, suluitta? to the Attorney
Goperal pursuant to Sccticn $ ef the Voting Richis Act
ol 1543, as anended. Your sul:zissior was eom;letsl on

In our veview of this redistrieting plaa for the
Bcard of Supexrvisors ef Walthell County wa heva given
czrzful oonsideraticr to the information you havoe provided
&3 wecll as to tie inferuation and views of othar concernsd
poraons and bave bess ¢uided by theu relevant case lav,
Bce Bedr v, Lnited Statas, €25 U.8. 130 (197€¢). ¥nite v,
Reguster, 413 V.5, 755 (3973)1 Firlmey v. Ecari of
Buiwrvisors of Finds County, 354 §5.4< 139 (5Eh CIx. 1577).

Altlouch dlacks constitute more than 40 parcent of
the zaeidents of ¥Walthall County, klacks bold no slected
oouaty offices, and blacks did not participate ia er were
sot ecocasulted corcerning the redistricting plan adopted
on Pelroary 13, 1978, Under the 014 plan, blacks
coastituted 45.2 pearcant of the sotal popalation of
blstrict 3, which was oaly 3.1 percentase points above
fdeal dlstrict size; and $55.3 ;&toent ef the populatien
of oistrict S, which was enly 7.5 percentage roints above
ideal size. %Lese two districts, which wure coxpact urder
the 0ld plan, contalned che greatest purcentacges of bhlacsk
porulation and were the clessest ¢o icez2l slie of any of
the five districts. Under the Rev Plair, tia percemtage of
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blacks ef tha porulation of ristricts 3 and 2 Ras besn
reduced, although considerations of equal populavlen di¢

not @oi;el the alteration of thess cdistricts and an ircreass
in thaeir black percantages eoculd bave been reaiily acocrislialag,
no othar district with & black populatien majority has been
creatod, and tle conjactnres of Ci{strict I has heea destroved.
Under these circunstances I st waklle 20 conclude, 88 I us:
under the Voting dighte Act, that the redistrictiag plan

for Walthall Courty peither has a racially discrixinatory
furrose nor will have a raclally éiscrisinatory effect.
rcecordinzly, on behalf of the Attoruey Genaril, I xast
1§tcryoso an objection gurseaat to Section 5 to the scbmitted
plan.

of ecurau, a8 provicel by Sectior 5 of the Vcting
Rights Ack, you hawve the richt to seex a declaratoery
judgrent froz the Lnited states Listrict Court for tihe
Pistrict ©of Columbla that the édistricting plan for Waltkall
Couanty Gocs BRIt have the furyose and will mot have the
sffact of deaving or alriéging the rieht to vote oa accouxnt
ef yaco Oor €Oloxr. 1Ir adlition, the PFrocedures for &he
dazinistration of Saction 3 (28 C.F.R. 51.21(>) axd (c),
$1.23, and 51.24) pexrwit you to gequest reconsideration
cf eiis sbiuction by the Attorscy Cuneral. kcvaver, uxiil
the Judgment frow the District Court §s oltalned or the
cbjection withiravz, the effect 6f th:¢ Objection by tha
Attornsy General 4s to make the redistricting planm lsgally
wraunforceable.

¥0 enadle this Dopartasnt to maeet its resjponsibility
to enforoe the Voting Rights Act, plesss inforn sy witiis
thirty davs ©of your receipt of this letter of tle course
of action Walthall Ceunty plans to take with respect to
this matter. If you have any yuesticas concerning this
lettar, please fesl fruu to call Voting Ssetlion Attorney
David Luntsr at 202/633~3849.

‘mly.

Drev 8. Taye 31T C T
Assistant 2itoraey Goneral
Civil Rickts biviglonm. -
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