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Desr Kr. u,gsn

This $3 in refereace to Chapter 1G45 (1%67),
Chapter 770 (19€3), Chaptar 2G7 (1973), sad House
Eill 1956 (1973), Eorth Carolina Leglslative Acts,
all providiaz for the memination sad electica of
tha Board of Educatica of Robeson Caunty, North
Carolina, which wers subnitied to tha Attorney
Caneral pursusat g0 Section § of tha Voting Rights
Act of 19563, Your suluission was ecompletsd oa
Cctober 31, 1973,

Tas Attorney General does mot intsrpsse ma
objectlioa to the chanjes ececasicned by Chapter 1C4S5,
Chaxtaxr 207, and House Bill 1C96. Adiitimally, the
Attoraney General <does uot latarpose an objectitm to R
Chagter 770 excant 23 sat cut delow. Eovwver, wve A
f22l & xuspcasibility to polat et that Sectica 3
of tia Votiang Rizhts Act expressly provides that
tha fallurs of the Attornsy General to odlect does
act dar say sudsequsnt judicial ccti.::a to snjola
tte enfor-exeat of sach changes.

1 nots that the iaformatica whizh you provided
to us vezardiag the changes effected by tis lavs which
ycu sutnittsd end the state of the law precediag those
chanzes indicates that resideats of city schoal
districts vithia Robesca County particlpazed fa
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alections gffecting the eounty school board prisc

to and after Xovezber 1, 1554 (tha affective dage \
of section 3 of the Veting Rights Act). Acecordiagly,
whila we considorad the affect of participation by
city school district residents ia ccuaty school board
elacticaz ia analyzing 21l of the changesz which you
submitted onder fectica 3, the oaly sutzitted chinges
directly affectiny the fact, rather than the extent,
of such particizatica are set st {a Zecticm 4 of
Chapter 770 regjuirin: e general electicn to de hnld

at lzrpe 1a the ccunty, sand fecticn 1 of House BilL
105¢ li=itinz ncaiaztion and elscticn of couaty school
board meabers t9 qualified voters resicing i{n the
ccunty school district,

: After careful consideraticom of your original
sulaissica and the additicnal iaforxatica you have
pravidad, dexcgraphic dats relating to the szhool
diatricts i{a Robesca County, and infocrzatioa provided
to us from other scurces, wa are wnable o ccacluds
that Sectica 4 of Chapter 770 did amot have a prohiblted
effect under fectica 5 of the Voting Rizhis Act.

Ragirdiag Secticn & of Chaptar 770, our snalysis .
indicates that blacks sgnd Incisas ccastitute a meaning-
ful aajority of the residents of the ¢ounty school
di{atrict, and that the particiratiocn of clity sciwal
éistrict veslidents fa county school beazd electicas
aianificantly diluted the voting stremzth of those
couaty school distriet residents. Under these
circunstances, we ars taadble to ccnclude that the
particiration of city scheoel district wotars {a the
geaeral election required undexr Chapter 770 did aot
have the effect of dillutiaz the votiag stranzth of
black end Indian electors in the county school districe,
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In additiss, we are waadle to conclude that the
addition of a stazgered Sara featura in Chartesr-770

- did mot eomstrict the field of srzaiiabls e#ffices ¢o

te electsd, and thus the abllity of the ccuaty achool
diztrict resideats o realizs the alection of a
caadidate of tholr cholcs., Accordingly, sa dedslf
of the Attorney Ceneral I must {aterpose an objecticn
to Sectica 4 of Chapter 770. Im dolnz so, 1 fully
zealizs that the provisicns eof Nouse 2L11 1096, vhea
farlezented a 1570, will cure the Basis for ¢he
objestim of Ssctica 4 of Chapter 770G, L.e. ths
particization by ity scheol district voters ia
eounly school board electicns is prohidired under
Bogse 3111 10%, Bovever, since tha ot jectisnsble
features of Chzrter 770 wers chonges aficcting wotiag
La force andé eficct since the effective data of
Section 3 ¢f the Act, the odlection fnterncsed here
is tectnically mecessary wmadser Secticom 3.

Of courze, as provided by Sectiom 3 of the
votiang Rights Act, you hsve tie alternsiivs of
fnsticuting sm actica in the Calted States Platrict
Court for the Bistrict of Colunbia, seskianz a )
dzclaratory judzzeat that Secticn § of Chapter 770 .
did not have ths eflact of denyiag or adridiing the
rizht ¢o vots em asccunt ef race or eoler or ia
esntravention of the guaranteas of Sectica #(f) of
the Act a3 scended.

Sincarely,

J. Etanley Pottiager
Assistaat Attorncy Geacral ¢
Civil Bights Pivisica
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