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e IChiErS T By "‘:
Sprum, Trotter & Le
Atterneys ot Low
Pooples Banic Buildirs
Rocky AMount, Nevil Carotina 37801

Dear M. Rose:

Tous is i celvrence o e OF anaexaticns o the City of
Rocky Mouni, Morth Co oiiﬁw, subiitted to the Atterney General
pursdant 1o dection 3 of the vot'% dights Act of 1963, Your
sl isslon was cq;ngule*tr:d on Dotover 20, 1977,

In ¢xunining annexations unave Section 3 of the Voting Rights-
Act, it 13 incumbent on the Attorney Ganeral 0 determing shether
the  annoxaticns, clther in purgose or offect, resuit [ racial
bserindneticn in v“tin.. In meklng tivs evaluation we apply tihe legal
srinciples which the cauris have ucveirper.x in the same or malumuo
ituations.  Hiorsover, it iz aise signidicant that 3Sectien 5 only
rahiite bmplermentation of changes affecting voting and provides
T 3uch changey may Aot Lo \cn"*rcco without mcewlrg prior
srgvel Ly the Avtorney Generalar by the Districe \Jamt for the
E}istri v ool Columbia.  Qur proper Concern then 13 net with the
valit :xty wi the annexaticns as sych bv\_a:u.r- the Changes in veting
wineh procesys fronn ther. <
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Fith the understunding of the Attorney Gonaral’s role under

Seotion 3 in mind, 1 can advise you that the Atterney General will not
int f::p se an ohiection to 31 of the annexstions suomitted. 1/ Qur

unalysls reveals that thess 21 annexations involve elthier aress that
are aot papui 1ol or &rsas tw pcm.l«tmn of which would have at
st g do inimis wilect on minority vatlng strengti.

1/ These are sanexations Ideatiliicu in your submission oy numbers 39,
“O' “6’ >0' )h' 5-0,7 51\" 5":‘ J‘s’ é'h)j 65; 0), 7&.0 73' 7"' IJ‘ / 79’ 82] 83’
'Jv » Qby )t; .-'), ./7, a‘b, ?, le 7y K)-, lad; any ' ou




o the wther 34 annexations =& cannot reach &

Lo conclusion. 3/ s have cereiully examised these ansexations in
light of the infermation grevided and Federal Tourt cecisions which
nave avelved Questions of the racially dilutive ofiect ¢f annenationg
where politie .ai gusdiyisions CORGUCt clevtions on an aisiar TES Lasis.
Ty ol Glchinand v, tiolten Stoates, G20 LLS, 238 (Je70y ity of
tes, 330 0L Supp. 12l (DS 12770

Paversbury v.e Lnited  Srates
s~ T

<, Ed N -
aficsed, 516 1,5 w02 {12730

Althouygh there ate a aumece o uncurtaintizs in the date you
dave provided, for example, cencarning the moncracial mt ire of all
anrexed arsss, e hauschold size rate used in e estimstes, and the
locatiens of the previons cesidence of persons now r"sx-,mé in the
anpexed aread, e inlormation you have provided leads to the
A9 annexations have decreascd the bjack pepulation

13
of fuechy dount Ly betweon 44 and 5.0 percentage peoints.  Our
information regacding elections in Bogky Hount indi c;tes that ihw

o w0 at-large basis and thst reciel loc voting

Ve

iinde t.&*-n: circumstances, cormmensurate with the decisions
Cited aheve, %o fannot conclude that the 36 anhexstions In question
=il not rsq..vs: 2 r.;n.i:.-uy ailutive effect on veting in Rocky Mount.
Accuedingly, T aust on behall of the Attorney General intergose an
ohjsection, ficwaver, the Alterney (enerzl will recorsider his
abjection i you <an provide «st::it cral  statistical  inferination
demonatrating that the gilutien of the slag p"-‘;eumzien crused by
thwse annexations is significently less than w."'*: we have concluded or
:Es nRAN Curnonstrating that radial Slee vating does nat exist in
Racky Méunt.  See 28 LU0 Sections 58020, 31022, and 31.79.
‘uu-—‘m*m & e Attorney General will withdraw the objection
$iu -ulu the City underiake to elect Hs councll under & systorm, such as
iwitiy Srawn single memdor districts, which minlmizes to the extent
poessinle the dily iwﬁ involved.

2/ These are anncxations ldentified by numbers 34, 42, 43, 55, 43, 47,
8, 43, 51, 35, 37, 59, 51, 62, 43, 48, G, &7, 68, 70, 7i, 7i, 77, 3G, 81,
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B3y &3, 86,y 83, 34, P2, 73, F4, 96, 163, and 10%,




Gave I:'&:.. }53 sb TS el

Digtact Covrt for ‘Z.;(‘
N3 Nake n:“t‘.gf the purpose
ii‘u o vole on accsunt of
& ;uc.,;m..nt i rendered by that
seen withdrawn by the Autcrpey
sheCiion Ly the Atternoy Jeneral i
wn kegally unenforenable Insofar
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Finally, the Alfsora
annexatis!
susmitted warg lines. ¥
detuemination with respect

1
gatermjnation will be aladge ence the

gy Cererals eobjectien o the  3a
ra hos the offgel of cemoving the legal Uasis for ihe

i Ure, the Atturney General will make no
o these ward lines at tius thnee A

he matter of the sanexations has
LEOD FeI0ived,

Drew 5. Days 1
Assistant Atterney General
Civil Rights Division



