
Civil liights u 6 ~ i ~ i ~ l l  

F e l i x  J. S ta l l s ,  I T T ,  E s q .  

County Attorney 

Cochran County Courthouse 

Room B-2 

Morton, Texas 79346 


Dear M r .  S t a l l s -

T h i s  i s  LI, reference t o  t h e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  of 

t h e  commissioners1 p r e c i n c t s  and t h e  c r e a t i o n  of  

a d d i t i o n a l  v o t i n g  p r e c i n c t s  and p o l l i n g  p laces  i n  

Cochran County , Texas . Prel iminary materials r e l a t i n g  

t o  t h e s e  changes were r ece ived  by us  i n i t i a l l y  on 

A p r i l  16 ,  1976.  


On J u n e  19'(6, w e  wl-ote Co t h e  then-County v ( ,  

Attorney r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  informat ion  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  

these  v o t i n g  changes which we b e l i e v e d  t o  be necessary  

t o  enable  us t o  determine,  as r e q u i r e d  b y '  Sec t ion  5 

of t h e  Voting Rights  Act ,  whether t h e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  

had t h e  p u r p o s e ' o r  t h e  e f f e c t  of  ab r idg ing  t h e  r i g h t  t o  

vote  on account of  r a c e ,  c o l o r ,  o r  membership i n '  a 

language minor i ty  group. Having rece ived  no response 

and having l ea rned  t h a t  t h e  addressee of our  previous 

r eques t  was no longer  i n  o f f i c e ,  on August 21 ,  1977,  

w e  r epea ted  t h a t  r eques t  t o  you, (Copies of our  l e t t e r s  

are a t t a c h e d .  ) Your responding l e t t e r ,  r ece ived  by us  

on December 21, 1977, provided some, but  not  a l l ,  of t h e  

in fo rmat ion  reques ted  and we renewed our  request f o r  t h e  

unprovided informat ion  i n  .our l e t t e r  of February 21,  1978. 

(Copy a t t a c h e d ) .  To d a t e  we have no t  r ece ived  the 
remainder o f  t h e  r eques ted  informat iun  , s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
answers t o  our  i n q u i r i e s  concerning t h e  number of r e g i s t e r e d  
vo t e r s ,  by race ,  in each commissioner and v o t i n g  p r e c i n c t  
be fo re  and --- ~ i i e r-..---.-..-.----.-.-..-.--t h e  change, -...... . -----



This i n fo rmat ion  i s  e s y e c i a l i y  important i n  reviewing t h i s  
submission beczusc  y o u  have indicated t h a t  t o t a l  popula t ion  
s t a c i s t i c s ,  by r a c e ,  f o r  t h e  commissioner and vo t ing  
-p,,,inczsma A b e f o r e  and a f t e r  t h e  change a r e  not  a v a i l a b l e  and 
you were a b l e  t o  provide only percentage es t ima tes .  On t h e  
o t h e r  hand,  we a l e  c~wilrei?raomexperience t h a t  t h e  county,  
i n  o rder  t o  conduct i t s  e l e c t i o n s ,  must maintain some record  
o f  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  and t h e  p r e c i n c t s  i n  which they r e s i d e  
and iG would no$ d p l ~ e a rLo be a d lJ?r icu lb  t a s k  Co i d e n t i f y  t h e  
SpanLsh surnamed v o t e r s  on t h e  l i s ts .  

Under S e c t i o n  5 of  t h e  .Joting Rights  Act t h e  submi t t ing  
a u t h o r i t y  has  khe burden o f  proving t h a t  a submit ted change 
has no d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  purpose o r  e f f e c t  . See, e .  g., Georgia 
v. United S t a t e s ,  4 1 1  U.S. 526 (1973);  2 8  C.F.R. 51.19. 
In  r a i l i n g  t o  provide t h e  Attorney General w i t h  t h e  informat ion  
necessary  f o r  t h e  proper  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  your submission, you 
have S a i l e d  t o  sustaLn your  burden o f  proof .  Therefore ,  on 
b e h a i r  o f  t h e  Attorney General ,  I must o b j e c t  t o  t h e  submit ted 
changes . 

O f  course ,  as provided by S e c t i o n  5 of  t h e  v o t i n g  Rights  
Act you have t h e  r i g h t  t o  seek a d e c l a r a t o r y  judgment from t h e  
United S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  Court f o r  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia t h a t  
these  changes have n e i t h e r  t h e  purpose nor  w i l l  have t h e  e f f e c t  
of denying o r  a b r i d g i n g  t h e  r i g h t  t o  vote  on account o f  r a c e ,  
c o l o r ,  o r  membership i n  a language minor i ty  group. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
t h e  Procedures f o r  t h e  Administrat ion o f  Sec t ion  5 (28  C.F .R .  
51.2l(b), and ( c ) ,  51.23, and 51.24) psrmi t  you t o  reques t  t h e  
Attorney General  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  t h e  o b j e c t i o n .  Such a reques t  
would be p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  were t h e  county t o  provide
t h e  informat ion  which was reques ted  by t h e  Attorney General 
I-Uub..J - n e v e r  provided.  However, u n t i l  t h e  o b j e c t i o n  i s  withdrawn 
o r  t h e  judgment .from t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia Court obta ined ,  
cne e f f e c t  of  t h e  o b j e c t i o n  by t h e  Attorney General i s  t o  make 
t h e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  of  commissioner p r e c i n c t s  and t h e  c r e a t i o n  
of a d d i t i o n a l  v o t i n g  p r e c i n c t s  and p o l l i n g  places legally 
unenforceable .  



To e n a b l e  c h i s  Dep&yLn:en'c t o  meet its r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  V o t i n g  Rights  Act, p lease  i n fo rm  u s  within 
- ,Lt~en tydays  of your receipt o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  what o f- c o u ~ s e  
a c t i o n  Cochran County p l a n s  t o  t a k e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  
matter. I f  you have  any  q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  
please foe1  f r e e  t o  c a l l  M s .  I I a l l u e  E .  Wright (202--724-
7170) o f  o u r  sLar i ' ,  who has been assigned t o  Qandle t h i s  
s u b m i s s i o n .  

Sincerely, 


D r e w  S. Days I11 

A s s i s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  


Civil R i g h t s  D i v i s i o n  



