
L i r .  Richard B o l f  
Wilson County C l e r k  
P.0. BOX 27 
Floreoville, Texas 70114 

Uear Mr. BolEt 

This is in reference to the three polling place 
changes for Wilson County, I'exaP, submitted to the Attorney 
General pursuant to Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act of 
1965, as mended. Yauc submission wae teceived on September 29, 
1980, 

With regard to the changes for Voting Box No. 14 
in Ploresville City, within CommissionergsPrecinct 140. 4 
and Voting Box Mo. 10 in La Vernia City within Conmrissioner*~ 
Precinct No. 3, the Attorney General docs not interpose 
any o b j e c t i o n s  to t h e  changes in question. However, we 
feel a responsibility to point out that Section 5 of tho 
Voting Righlo A c t  cxpresoly provides tha t  tho failure of 
t h e  Attornay Ganerul to object does not bar any subsequent 
judicial action to e n j o i n  the eneorcement of such changes. 
In addition, as authorized by Soctioia 5, the Attorney General 
reserves the r i g h t  to teeximine t h i s  submission i f  additional 
information that would otherwise require an objection comes 
to nis attent ion during the remainder of the sixtyday period. 

With respect t o  the proposed now polling place oelected 
for Voting Box No. I, Cornmissidnor's Precinct No. 3, however, 
we cannot roach a like conclusion, In that regard, wa have 
analyzed carefully the information contained in  your 
suSmiseion and comments from other intereeted persons,
Our analysis reveals that  the new pol l ing place wouid be 
approximately one and ono-half miles fram the present 
polling place, that there is no public transpottation to the 
proyoseCl po l l ing  place, and that  the present site is located . 
in close proximity to a heavily ninority populated area and 
is witbin walking di~tanceto a great majority of tho minority
regiotered voters i n  that  precinct,  Under the ptoposed ahjnge 
access to tho polling place would be significantly reduced, 
particularly for minority peraons, many of whou we understand 
are without the use of an automobile. We have, i n  addition, 
been preoented with no compelling reason why the change 
i s  neccssnry. 



Under Section 5 oE the Voting Rights Act the submitting 
a u t h o r i t y  has the burden oi proving that a submitted change 
has no discr imir~atorypurpose or efccct. See, e.y., Georqia 
v. United States,  411 U.S. 526 (1973), 28 C.F.R. 51.19. 
In light of the considerations uiscussed above, I cannot 
conclude, as 1: niust under the Voting Hights A c t ,  t h a t  that 
buruen I~asbee11 sustained in i ; i is instance. Under these 
circumstances, therefore, on behalf  oE the Attorney General, 
I must interpose an objection to the polling place change 
for Voting Box No. 1, Comnissioner's Prccinct No. 3, in 
Wilson Cour~ty, %'oxas. 

Of course, as provided by S e c t i o n  5 of the  Voting 
Rights Act, you have t h e  right to seek a declaratory judg-
ment fron tile Unitod States District Court for the 
District of Coluibia that this cl~arrgehas  ne i ther  t h e  
puryor;e nor will have the efeect ot denying or abridging 
the right to votc on account of race, color or membership 
i n  a language ~ninori tygroup. In addition, the Procedures 
for the Administration of Section 5 (28 C.F.R. 51.21(b) and 
( c ) ,  51.23, and 51.24) permit you to request the Attorney 
General to reconsider t h e  objection. iiowaver, u n t i l  tile 
objection is withdrawn or the judynlant frolii the District 
of Colum~iaCourt obtained, the effect of tile objection 
by tile iittorney General is to make the polling place change 
for Voting Box iJo. l r Commissioner's Pxecinct 130. 3, legally 
unenforceable. 

To e n a ~ l et h i s  Department to meet i t a  reoponnibility 
to enforce the Voting Rights Act, please inform us within 
twenty days oE your receipt of this letter what course 
of action Wilson County plans to take with respect to t h i s  a 


matter. IE you have any questions concerning t h i s  l e t t e r ,  
please feel free  to call M s .  Max Salazar (202-724-7169) 
of our staff, who has boen assigned to handle this submission. 

Sincerely, 


Drew S. Days 1 x 1  

Assistant Attorney General 


Civil Rights  Division 



