Tl Lol -(';:'i'l"u-l:',; . ...:az .

Vingen, o Pliaes

Slvgt Ofcw Jlagienal fuatt Suildino
T ATTEE oS IUNIEE T SE TR 0 & HL A

LG il lohreary:

Yiile 1o im roference to tiwe ceduetion iLn polling

luces, frow thicteen o onic, for thie Lurleson Couniy
wapltal Ristrict Lo Murleson County, Texes, submitted cu

fle Atcorney Covctel pursuant te Sceticn § of the Votiang
Lights scot ol 19649, as awonded.  Vour schliission was received

AN .'.,.'!'.j.l 7, Lull. : : ’

Ii: cur eounsideration of your submigsion, we have
censidered carclully Lhe Lnformation furnished by you, siong
vitih taffomietlon and cunsents provided by other interestod
artles.  Qur review and analysls of thig matter reveals the
follawing factg: The furleson Councy ilospital bistrict has
vuundarics coterminous with Iurlesun County which has &
ponuvlation of 12,313, of whou tweuty-twoe percent arce bLlack
and ten reveent are dexican aperican. The number of polling
glaces in cthe Plstrict was reduced Iroir thirtecen chrouyhout
the cotnly te a sloasle locatlon ia the Clty of Caldwell.

v e tect of chis rueduction in the number of polling

places wma 2 Orop In voler participation [rom approzimately
2,300 voters participatiag in the 1977 clection ro approximately
20U votere parcicipaciag in 1979 and 1960 clections.

The bulk of the black population Ls concencrated in
an arca knout as (lay Scatlon, uitieh is over thircy miles
fraw the Uistriet's single pollim; place in the City of
Caluwell. A largze percentage of the coumnty’s iexican-socerican
pepulation is fouad wichin the City of Sawerville whica is
abott nlocteen milos from the City of Caldwell., Soth of
these areas had pellin, places that were climinated by tie
chianfe tu o sinrle polliag lecation.
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Voounderstand Enat Lol Che ;xtolil 4, 19l1l, LL\-LLLUH

ninsritlaee lrow the Clsy Utarilou and Sumerville urcas uerﬁ
ebble vo ot chie Lburden placesd on them by chie use of a
single pollio: lace Lo laldwell onl/ thruugh o concerced

cfidet with oticer cotuty voters wiin s lullar th»rLutu
Lhoeraky :xey Tuemielves successfully provided publi

Lo e wlecrion and t~unuro‘caLhun to the gim;le polt.
Jdanever, thu additicnal burden Luposed upon tho wigoricy
Vvotews to obrain aceess o tig Jlu)lu pell was caused by :
the ciimination of polling places in areas which are centers
of winority population. Thus, the rewoval of polling -

‘places in che minority arcas had o digparate impact on

winority voters.

Under SGection 3, the Durleson County iHospital District
hugs the burdea of proving that the rcduetion in che numbcr of
401 1liug places from thirteen to one does not represeni a rotro-

'ﬂruae-un in the coaitloh of mmnurity voterz in the district

sue oer v, United States, 425 U.3. 134G (1976)). and that

the sukwlteed change bas no discciminatory purposce or effect.
HeQ, cer., coorpia v. United Scactes, 411 U.S. 526 (15 73), sce
also u(LCiUﬂ 51.39¢(e) of cthe Proucedurcs for the Adminiscration
of :Lutluu 9 (40 Tede EKepge 878). 1In 1ighe of the considerations
disevssed above, I camnoc concludc, as I must under che Votiax

e

"*,utu Act, that that burden has becn sustained in this inccanuc.,

' “hu-, on behalf of the Attorney Ceneral I aust intcerpoge an

nDJtCLlUﬂ to cthe conclnugd usc of a single polling place in
future e.ections held by the uurlcson Lounty uospital Districe.

0f course, as provided by Seetlon 5 of the Votin
fishis Act, you have the r-rhc te scik 3 declaravery
Judvmunn {rom the United States District Court for the
Listrict of Coluambia that this chaaje has neither the purposc
nor will have the offeetr of denjing or abridging che right co
vece ont aceouwut of vace, color or Rembership in 4 langueape
minority proup. In addition, cthe Procedures for the Adﬂxnxs—‘
tration of Scchon 5 (Scction 51.44, 46 Fed. Rep. 878) perwic
you to- request the Actorney Ceneral to rceconsider the objection
ane in that connection we have nated: your request for & cone

~ Lurcncc "in cha oveat clcaranu; is not antieijated". Lucause

insuliicicent tinwe remaiig to prant such a comnicreuce curlap the
H0=day gcriau allowed by gtactutce o objeet we are scndin° thiis

‘nutilicatiuva uithout aflfording such a conference. liowever, we

would be UlLdS&d te lold a conference under the reconsideration
prucueaures velexrad = avove, if you desire and requeat it. In

‘e
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any wvent, uncil tae-objectiouw is with

tdrawn or 4 3L¢;Lcnt from :
the pistriet of Coluwtivia Couurt is ohtxincd, the cilect of the i
‘ol jection by the Accocney General iu €o make the use & sl :

ol sl
pulling yluLC for clectivus neld by cChe Surleson County nogpical U
Listrier uall, nentforceable. o s:

s
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Tu wnable this Deparoeent to weet ics resgcnaLh iity
te enforce the Yotiug 2ights Act, please ifuforw us withis
twenty days of your receipt of thiis letter the course cf
acction the Burlcsen Lounty llospital Distriec plans to take
viti resgect to this maccter. I you have any gues tion. con-
cerudng this lacter, ple"“e feel frece to call Carl W. Cabul
(202-724-743%), Director uf Section 5 Unit of the Voting
dceeticn. '

v. speemgamecieoen A S is Bt

Sincerely,

James P. Turmer
Acting Assistant Attorney General
(.iVil Ri(,hl'.o EiViSiOl‘l




