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CONSENT ORDER AND DECREE 

This action arose out of the general election that took  

place in Hamtramck, Michigan, on November 2, 1999. In that  

election, Arab-American citizens were challenged on citizenship  

grounds.by persons who had registered as challengers under  

Michigan law. Based on these challenges, election officials  

required many Arab-American voters to take an oath as a condition  

to voting. The local election officials consulted at length with  

state election officials who were present in Hamtramck on  

election day. The City Clerk con,tends that she concluded from  

these conversations that she should allow the challenges to  

proceed and that she should not attempt to remove challengers or  

deny the challenges that were raised by the challengers. White  

voters were not challenged, and therefore this oath was not  

required of white voters. The United States found that this  

constituted a race-based prerequisite to voting that violated  
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- 1  -,d&ral laws designed to enforce the voting guarantees of the 

.,/ourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments to the United states 

Constitution, and consequently initiated the instant action  

pursuant to Sections 2 and 12 (dl of the Voting Rights Act of  
I , 

1965, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 1973, 42 U.S.C. 1973j (d) , 42 U.S.C. 
/;'I 

j_ 1971 (a) (1) and 1971 (a) <2) (A), and 28 U.S.C. 2201.  

The City of Hamtramck and the City Clerk of Hamtramck are 

desirous of ensuring that all citizens enjoy an equal opportunity 

to participate in the electoral process. The City and the City 

I Clerk are dedicated to ensuring that all future elections in the 

City of Hamtramck operate in a manner free from discrimination, 

and in a'manner in which all citizens, including Arab-American ~ 

I 

I citizens, can be confident that they will be able to vote without 

harassment. The City and the City Clerk recognize that the 

challenge process under Michigan law is vulnerable to misuse by 

challengers and that election officials must therefore be 

vigilant to protect the rights of voters. The City and the City 

Clerk hereby commit to ensure that the challenge process, like 

all electoral processes in the City of Hamtramck, will be free  

from discrimination in all future elections, and that all  

citizens, without regard to race, color or ethnic origin, are  

treated with equal dignity and respect in all matters related to  

voting. The parties have conferred in good faith and have agreed  

to entry of this Consent Order and Decree as an appropriate  

resolution of the claims alleged.  






























