
t 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
Environmental Justice Strategy 

f 
/ 

INTRODUCTION 
= 

President Clinton signed Executive Order No. 12898, Federal Actions ta; 
Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low-Income 
Populations, on February 11, 1994. 59 Fed. Reg. 7629 (Feb. 16, 1994). The 
Order instructs each Federal agency to "make achieving environmental justice part 
of its mission." Ld. § 1,101. The Order also sets forth procedural and substantive 
requirements each agency must satisfy by specified dates. Seee id. § 1-103(b),(f). 

The Executive Order directs the Department of Justice, as well as all other 
agencies, to develop agency-wide environmental justice strategies as a core part of 
this obligation. L_d. § 1-103(a)-(g). The Attorney General has determined that the 
Office of the Associate Attorney General shall be responsible for ensuring that the 
Department of Justice meets its obligations to develop and implement an 
environmental justice strategy. The Order requires that the Department of 
Justice’s strategy address, "as appropriate, disproportionately high and adverse 
human health or environmental effects of its programs, policies, and activities" on 
minority and low-income communities, L_d. § 1-101, by promoting the equal 

enforcement of civil rights, health, and environmental statutes; by ensuring greater 
public participation in decisions affecting human health and the environment; by 
improving research and data collection involving human health and the 
environment; and, by identifying differential patterns of consumption of natural 
resources. Id. § 1-103(a)(1 )-(4). 

This environmental justice strategy is submitted in fulfillment of the 
Executive Order’s directive. 



II. THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE’S STRATEGY AT A GLANCE 

A~ LAW ENFORCEMENT 

The Department of Justice will: 

° Develop an enforcement strategy to help ensure that all 
communities and persons across this nation live in a safe and 
healthful environment and that law enforcement responds"as 
fully as possible to the real risks to human health and the 
environment that they face. This effort will be carried out in 
conjunction with client agencies and will involve the filing of 
environmental, civil rights, and criminal cases by the 
Environment and Natural Resources, the Civil Rights, and the 
Civil Divisions, and the United States Attorneys" Offices. 

° Promote the use of Title Vl of the 1964 Civil Rights Act by 
continuing to review agency oversight of compliance and to 
cooperate with the Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of 
Civil Rights in efforts to expedite investigations and 
enforcement of civil rights claims. 

BQ MEDIATION, ADVICE, COUNSEL, AND OUTREACH 

The Department of Justice will: 

° Mediate disputes related to environmental justice matters 
through the Community Relations Service. Where appropriate, 
the Department’s litigating components and the United States 
Attorneys" Offices will develop mediated resolutions to 
environmental disputes. 

. 
Advise client agencies of their obligations in light of the 
Executive Order. 

. 
Counsel and assist state and local governments to coordinate 
their actions with those of the Federal government to further 
the goals of the Executive Order. 

o Work with communities so that enforcement actions and other 
programs, activities, and policies respond as directly as possible 
to actual environmental risks and concerns. 
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Co EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

The Department will continue to provide Department-wide education 
and training on environmental justice issues, and has: 

° Drafted Attorney General Guidance on environmental justice. 

2. Begun to produce an instructional environmental justice video. 

3. Provided Department-wide briefings. 

III. SPECIFIC COMPONENTS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE PLAN 

,f 

A. OPERATING STRUCTURE 

The Department of Justice has established an Environmental Justice 
Working Group comprised of attorneys and professional staff drawn 
from throughout the Department and coordinated by a Director of 
Environmental Justice in the Office of the Associate Attorney 
General.1 The Director coordinates issues which arise in the ongoing 
work of Justice components responsible for cases that raise 
environmental justice issues. This coordination allows the Department 
to ensure consistency in policy, maximize limited resources, and better 
use expertise and experience. 

Responsibility for virtually all substantive work remains in the 
Divisions, and Working Group members continue to answer to their 
Divisions. The Working Group members meet periodically to discuss 
environmental justice issues, including those which may involve more 
than one component. 

In addition, the Working Group receives input from line attorneys 
within the Department’s components. For example, the Environment 
and Natural Resources Division has organized a group of attorneys 
who meet regularly to discuss environmental justice issues. Similar 

The EJ Working Group consists of attorneys and other personnel from the 
Offices of the Deputy Attorney General and Associate Attorney General; the Civil 
Rights, Environment and Natural Resources, and Civil Divisions; the Offices of the 
United States Attorneys; the Federal Bureau of Investigation; the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons; and the Community Relations Service. 
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