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REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

EXCHANGE 

The follorlng excerpts from Aml'ual Reports of the Attorney 

C'teneral over many' of the years frc.m 190.5 to 1950, rele.:Ung to the 

donat.ion, or exchanl;;e tor national defense, public buildinl;:s, or other 

public purl'oses,. are believed illustrative of the Lands' Division p,ust 

and duties 

tt~e Annual Reports are, to an extent, repetitiOUS, but t.b:ey indicate the 

detailed work involved in the aovfJJl'DJlent's acquisition of Ut.le to "the 

The citations from the Annual Report do not include all the reteranc~s 

DiVision record. 

, 'j' r 
_, l~ ..... _~ 

190$ -----:1906 
REPORT 

RICO 

The Reports of th61 At-tome,.. General lor 190$ and 1906, 
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regist:t"'d.tioo in puerto Rico, aecond, to provide tor .. oadi.strl"al $~y 

the Island. Neither of the proposed laws by the EJf:e<:JIUtiTe OoUncil 

paaHd at tm 8es8icn.s held in the Yea-rs unt.ioned, but, it 18 further 

:!liembers; thE} pl.ans for t.his tom at registrath1n and for sunq nre grow .... 

ing :in f&varJ that Regiatrare of properties in !"Uerto Mcc had almost un-

1919 -
Oolumbia, 

192';; -

the ('1OYarnment a sito. for ill plant tor the rnanutaotUN of war atenal, the 

donors n-.'1.vi.ng refused, since thearmistioe" to dellwl" convey<lUlces to 

and Po~ faric~a:{ COIUl'Iission 'MU)t directed to acquire laads tor Po~C 

Park and Roek creek: Park. 
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A.f~r citing 'the figures ~ to the opinions tin t1 Ues nruiered 

dU1"iltg ~.h. rear. $creages acquired;, value-s, ete.,-

coutant attention b.i:U!l bt.wm liven t{,.' petliding suits 'ioC'i~ lJmd for 

military ad other pubUc W'HIi8J to legal ~t1Q_ u1s1q therein. or P"O •• 

p.. inlk; o"Ut of le,lslaUen enact.ed tor these Purl»"., and .t,o 11ttpt1\>n: 
96 
Itt involv:ing !)ublic property otthe United stat...a not inol:wi" witbin 
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ntE}d by 

of buildings and 

t.~ washington \{<i!.rket Co •• it 1a noted tl"zo hearing of the appeal by the 

CouX'·t of APi)eSJ.s of t.he District bet ore the illUDeI' rflhl~6.1 of that oourt 

tbe ra:n. 

192h 

or equal blportance, de&lil'iS with the aame question, wa.~ then pendin<l 

the SUp;ree Oourt. 

192; 

IDHqor and C1t.y Council of t5a.ltilnore v. United states, (C.,C .. /h 1945)

the Gavemment cond_d ten blocka of residenoe properV in the 01ty 

Balt1aore. 'the City cla1r.!1ed oompensation tor It &4:r ... , ~8Ci!lntdnl al,leys 
~!<\ 

the Ma$~ ot compensation 18 the cost of provid1a, auollti\u.tell and it no 

nlocat.ion i. neOE'S9<il.rjT, the loca.l au.thori ties are ellt1 tIed only to aom:1nw. 
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The Cour\ held in 

U. s. 55.,) , in authorizing the 

i'rom the United states whtm concit:lumat10ll proceedings wel"E) imrtitut.ed. 

1930 

pp. 3-4 

and speeding for erectj,on public buildings. 

A amount of this lH)l"k's under 'Way. old organiKt.:lon <ii.IH' 

old system and methods hw~; proved inadequate to promptly the 

present volu.me t.his "';o.rk. P.av,:: to t1le 8ituat.': on i.n ·i;.hB 

District of Col'Wiibia and elsewhere throughout the country tfbere public 

buildings are plarmed. Qrbat. delays in on t.he title sit-as or 

acquiring t.rleS by conael'm.a.t:ion lliLve resulted bot.h in tbe Distriot and out 

through the old 6}'8t6111 oi' obtaining abstracrts cf title 

enminoo by a ttorn618 :tn t.tl.1:~ :De},Jartment. In somt.J lnstances 

_ny laontha h<ive re~rult«i inability to obt.ain abart-net.s proq;lt1;y. 

In some eases reliable title companies are and 

c~Jrtir1cat&8 are dependable a.'ld are reli.ed upon by :private iat.erestolil .. 

t.he cloae of the last sus10n 0, the law was ~ t.o 

the Attorney in apiJropriate cases ,to 

these oertificates.. 'That syswm been to 

delay. 

by c(}ndemnatic:n has been the long time consilll'W'A in 
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required to determine that Just compensatLn. These prooeedings at'e nec

essarlly cumbersome a.."'ld slow, and t..'l1.e only way to prevent delay in the 

erection of buildings where sites are be1n[~ oondemned is to provide by 

law that inuaediately upon. the institution of condelflnation proceedings, 

the C';oveI"rl1l!ent. may oommit itself irrevocably to pay whatever award of 

compensation may be made and Jr.a.y take immediate possession with proper 

assura.nce to the property mrner of u1 ti.mate payment. Outaide of the 

District of Columbia the Federal Q<Jvernment conducts eonden:.nati(m pro'" 

ceed:ings according to Stc,te laws, which usually have adequate provi 

of the lcind above mentioned for the acquisition of.'immediate p08sesslon 

by the condemning authority on tha institution of proceedings but, wit!, 

the exception of the Secretar,y of War, no Federal l!xecuti.ve has statutory 

power to take advantage of such provisi:n of state law. Congress usually 

puts a lil:!'!.i t on the a.mvunt to be paid for s.1 te r, and in absence of 

express provisi<m of law an Executive canno1; COl1,l.U41t the Government tu ;.a y 

an award -which may exoeed that limit. The result is such tMt :i.n condemnat.ion 

proceedjngs to acquire buHding sites outside of the Distriot of Columbia, 

unless they happen to be acquired for the 'liar Department.ll it is not. legally 

possible to take p068ession a 11e time t.lle proceedings are instituted, 

and the acqu.isition of title and possession mu.st a.1t the final outcone 

of the cond~t.:i.on proceed.ings and all appeals which may be taken to higher 

cou!'''ts. Prior to March, 1929, there wa.s no provision of in tbe Dist.rict 

tr1at allowed the Government to tak:~ title .and possession. 

that a statutE: to the 

head of the Executive Department acquiring the property to commit the 
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positing in CO\1r1; the ast1mt.&d value of the property and assuring the 

propert.,· owner of payment of any additiOl.'W.l &mount which may be a:warded, 

to tak~ il'i.m6d.iate t1tle and posaes~:i<Jn at the very begim1ing of t.he eond6Dla.tion 

(45 st<>t. illS). 

ill! 
Unusually importantcondeanation proceedings were had d.\Ir:b::tg ~ 

tiscal year 1931, i.e., District Caurt ca.!:?€! No. 1952; site tor the !4ft 

No. 1987, Cl:;yOOelJi.i.nation of Squares 380-)82 .for t.he new :o.par1:iltEn t of Justice 

Building; District CoUl"t lio. 1.956 tor the relocation of t.be Botanic Ganien8;C 

District Court, Do,. 1956, conaEll!lUl&tion of property tor \be ktiOUl Ar'bcl'et ... ; 

tor publ1 c buUding ~rog~; acquis.i tion of Analo8tan Island, ete. Listed 

also areseV\'!Jral "DiBviet of Col\lll.bia Pttret\U€I cas~ •. - tor <~ 'l'reafnU7 

Comission, etc. 
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~ other cases Qp6cifi.eally' _at,ionM iSI -La. at al. ft. UM.\et:l 

8Ute."., when t.be Court, truStained the e~tli~utiOM11,tlot :t-l~ ~Y1a1~ 

ot an .let or II:t'cb 1, 1m (45 Stat. l.4l.S) ~rov1d1.H tor ~.umfer o( t~tl, 

and pp!se;ssion 'JY_~ o! .!it~",~ion o.!' ~,ini lm.d. ~ dae!!1~ot t.~ 

eat.:1.matred value of the propert.yin adva.nce Qr Judicial ascertai~t; mid. 

plql.!ent.. Other CQl'ld ... tioncasus pending' in the Dis'Wiet ot Ooll.!lIl1td.a. 

an ment.10nedJ a.l8o aevera!. otl:.lW cues }:*lld:i!li .in tbe ~t C~ 

1933 
1'.13 

p. 12 
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1933 

than t.wcnty-si.x million 

resul ted in a Rvi~ to the Qov~n'i, the aw.a.rds _ing lee8 thlm ·the 

prices sought to be aoqtt1:red. 

purohase: 1<"01" t.he Depart.1:Ient of C~roe for air navigation sites, 

stat.iona, Gte., tor the Vet.erans Adrlini.stration n~rous hospital Qp1:t.esJ 

tor the IAtp~'t of Mnterior,. sites for :Indian school., and rot' ot.bill" 

purposes) fo1" tbe :Department of Agriculture 314 sites under w F~trl 

Act, 31 sites u.nd(;}.l:' the ~n8r-oitior Bird W'Ilg'EIAct, t~6 sitos under the 

'iUd Life aad 'iah R~fuge Act;>lUi nw~b(::;rou8 other BitetlJ tor miaCiltUaueoua 

in addition s~:tes ~ acquired fort~ Navy :r:.p&r~ntJ tor the ~~entJ 

for t:h$ DepU'tiX~entJ for the Departmen.t or Justice for ~'ederal' penitent.mesJ 

for the War> nejl:l!rtment, 105 aoquisitions !(,r flood oontrol; <lnd t>: .. h~r 

;for NatiMalSftilitAr,y .. or projecte 1.'1 oonnection w:l inland 

qte~ necessitated the prepartlcn of n~:rous opinions as to tit.les,

tl::le 1nt-raoo.tal wQte:M!lil'lY i'1"om Jackf!cOOvlllEl to MirJ.Mij and Illinoie watenmy 

eonne<ri:dng take Michisan the Miesissippi ftivllllr.. Durl11i th.e title 

to perpetual euemants over 159 tractf cOit.pris:i.ng 1,saS.)8 i!.tCl/'eS _3 approved 

and 9' c~tivn a.ct.i<;;;na ~re intlrti.t.ut..€'Id cO'n>rir~ 3f1nral hundr'w paroel •• 

, ... rou tnLcta were acquired along tr,e l.Oftl" n.s.lsaipp1. 1$ 

oomprising ',S39.04 a~$, resulting a:5r(i8 of 11,)52,129.78. In 
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Litigatioll was st:ill. pending :i.n cCMectionnth <!tlmrds made 

c(md@lrilflatiQr.\ proceed:ings g-cwing cut (,If thfll ~aty to regulate thEil Itlvel 

tl:f the "lake oi ·t.be WOOds .. ~ 

1935 

dfli'talls are given ng oaS6S i.n 

of' Ap~al 1nclud:lng c: ... nd{mmati{Jl:1 actt,,;:n for an ammuni t.ior~ stora·:;re depot 

in Haw&ii::invol v1.ng $471~ 792.02; ""IiU:'"ious case~:l out of ~H·"'·"",9 

Qondemn ... thm pro(~et.>djng.:f.:1 lnvolving control the ntt\l"1i 

also the Prince l1i1111aTi.l, Virgima v. 11niiJ.&d sta.'Ws in vol v'\ 

and lanes .i.t the !"IIiUantic{j B'UU3,. by("~ve:rl:Ullent 

\ltrorld lifar and to enjoin aoti·on .il1 an eje~t.mMt t11fld in the c irc\d.t court. 

of Princ6wUliam eW1~t1, Virginia, agairu,t ort'1~rs of t..bG United States 

in poscesaion. The cue was decided it). tavol" ot the Un1tet1 states (2 , .. 

.. 244), and ap})Elal dis.:!!Ussed circu:'u, oo'W"tt on the 

ground. appeal w&.s not. t~ken in tiiu~.) 

As t.o 18nd nC'iuisions the District of Co1'umb1a., ):"ll:l;port. 

comme:n.'\.s ant-he ease o! 11..&r(jI1So-n €It. al. v .. United StateD, 1ns:tituted at 

request. or the Commission tor Enlarging the C&pi:tolOrounds, d&o1ded 

the April Term, 1935. The Cou:,rt or api)oals &fri~d the judpont t.be 

court 'billow, 

& tract!J part of 

by the,jury aRret; jwt eOGpensaticH, 

pt"ovis:1.on tOl' tm' asseSS;lIlie.nt of b$net:i.ts too statue au:&m};{"J.lIii 

condemnatioo. 

At 
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wre inst.ituted. for t.he acq;ui.siticn of all privately owned land in Square 

l44 as a site for the ne>tl Interior :I:lepart,}nent building, anrds under suoh 

prooeedings aggregating $1.51,658.,0, At the request ot tl"l.l1li Federal Ill~~1"'>1'·encr:v 

A4ndni.strator of Public 'ihorks, ctindeU'flIl tL:n prcJOeed.ings in Dbtrict OCtwt J 

No. 2347, was instituted for the conde.llm.ation of certain square!!> in wash

ington, Ua"1der the slum ~lea.rance and housing prov1«dons of Title II., section. 

202 (d) and 20) (a) of the: r'{ational Industrial RecOVEl17 At'ltJ ease 

pending. 

In Equit.y No. 56781, Un1ted·,t,ates v. Rigel O. '81Jlt et ., ~l 

brought under the Act of April 21, 1912 (37 stat. 9) h establish 

title of t~ United 5ta:u3 to the area oothe~~;:tstel."n Branch _tel" 

kr.wwn as Sq,uare 666 J t.b& t a&at! p6ru.Ung. 

During too fiscal year final title op1ni.ol'UIJ '\1mre :rendered as to 

the validit;rof title to 67 parcels of lan.d, acquired by c;ondtmm;!lt.ion w:itb 

awards in the SUliil $1,20,,680.,0. Title opinions with 

t.o properties i the District of the Columbia were rt!lndere<i at. 

of the ~oret<:U'y of~, Secretary of the Treasury, National Capital 

and Pla;ming Comm1sdor~, 'I'he Alley 

Columbia, Housing DiVision or 

Works. There i!ret'1IlI rendered 8,869 

of land 1,778 parcels 

of 

Aa.'Ktnietra:ti<:)!! Qr Public 

on titl~ to 2,8)0,122.18 aCl"es 

6)5.49 wl".;ioh W'Elre &cqu.ired VlU"ious e.z:ecruti VIZ! agtmc1es. 

Opinions werG t.r+).nmnitted to the SecNt.ary of Agr:ioot\l.!'o on 

title to land. acqu1r$d tor Forest StU'''v':l.ce, wildlife, ex~rim$ntl;il 

fa.rl'11iI1g llU1.a tmde!' the W$al($ Forestry Act, aggragat.:i.ng 94 par~ds and 2,295,9'08.71 

acres tor which .it totaleoneld6rat:i.,n of ,200,399 weu; paid. 
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1.935 

'ita. opinions with re,pect to the Distriot 

Co1U1101& act;'fllirl1!ld purchase, were r~)):1dfii<l'ed. l'l.t t.he l'ftIlqU.DSt 

tl'ro pareel~, ~6,615';;O, 

~$16.1'200; ('.4pito1 

~ll:tnr 

th an 

T,h.ra were rendered 

of land; and 1,718 

360,6)5.49, 

agenoies outs!tde 

)00.00; 

Opinions fi" tral'u'siutted to 'the SeoNtar; O!'AgriGult~ on title 

to lands acqu1.red :tor the t"cnst c'.ierviae ,tildlite> tlIxptn.n",al and 

under tne,\$eks Fore.t.r.r Act, 

tor wh:tch a. eOllaideratlon of 

FONstry Act, 2,640 Gases weN finally olosed 

purehaae~} and 32 cond~"!tlon caseS!. 

!J .... ~.~ .... ,~~,.,$ ~1N~ rendeNd (m thct.5. 

.. 

19 r;apaela 

a 

Opinion.~ on title to 7 :pareels land Mld 71,S5J.81i!\u~res we~ 

rendered £01 tl:a .a&paraililtlt .nrterior a 
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$391,939.73 i·o1' general purposes cf th'it ne~nt and there 

wre also rendered en.s un 17 parcels <:l.nd 29,844 .. 15 acres for 

a total o{)nsideratiorl of 3732,904.1$ tor land purohases tor subsiBtence 

honcleste.ads. 

There were pend:i.ng tt,e follcl'win€; a{~quisit; ons by purcha.se or cOndelll

r..atic.n: 

Virgin Islands, :; parcels.; Grand Coulee 

ooooemn.a:t;icn cases invol.vtng Sparcels and 339 .. 19 aores,; Indian day sellools, 

8 purChases, 1 ooooe;mn.;,.tion cases; Agency Valley Reservoir', 2 oondtinlmation 

ease,s; Spotsyl Vl!.:!1ia Battlefield park, 2 puroha.ses and 1 Ctmtielma:tion case; 

Mount Vernvn Itnaor1&l Highway" 1 oondewm.t1on case; and mscelwMIOoo aCQuisitions 

including 11 purobases, J oon~tion, and 5 donation oas.s. is noted 

that the Secretary of the Inte:r.ior requested an Gpinion on title to 176,610 .. 3 

acres donated by the state of Virginia. for the proposed Shenandoah lIi:t).ot1&l 

from aceepting that, d.onati,on, 1 .an injunctio.n ease in the District. Columbia., 

ana 1 a suit. pendin.g the Supreme Court. or the 'lJD.itoo States upon appeal 

!rom a 3-judge decision granting the st"te (,1: Virginia its conserva.tion 

co .. isaicn the right to. donate the land. 

f'ark wa~;; donated by the States of North carolina TSnneSHG and 'that 

has owen increased by a. $66,576.9$ acres; that seven M.S$S nl"e 

then which four were eondemnation prQceedlngs inv()lv:tng one 

and 2u,$66.80 aeresJ 1 a purchaSE! involving 100,116 .. 53 acres; con~tion 
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WliS 

on 

to a 



REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES .... 14-

4,004.16 acres 1'.01" ia cons:ddmr,,;i,l;.1on 
I 

For the l>Ublle ~~rk8Admin18t.:ra tiol'l. 

11Wil""'Cleuanee siws had bee.~ acquired b7 p~s. jlitnd OI;Jlt1Q€iI'.lat. 

+_n ,-Jl':;3 14" t:.,,' "'".. .,J-:; V",.."" 

i 

l~8Ul"'er t,\J;" 
I 

I 
i , 

';J<jI.I:t~ltl;U on '!~\W~tioil6 
·1 

'tJ:l~ 

\;16" weretJ\en peJ,';y,l'.Utl!', 

i 
! 

j 

/ :/\ 
! 

I' 
I , 
l'. '. 
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Flood Control proJects:, were being conducted a. t 

Department. 

For the 'l'reasul"1 department, b7 
Donation, Puronase, condemnation 
Exchan,ge or Traru,rer, 

fer Dept. Agl"ieul ture, untier the Weeks 
ForesV1Act, by pu.rcbaee t cond ..... 
nation; ddn&tlon; or exchange, 

:ror Dept.~ .. , Interior; By purcbase, 
condemna~ian, or donation,-

:For Public Admn., - ( 

lor Dept. Commerce,"" 
eondeJmU~ tioD,-

condemnation,-

'or state Dept. by purchase or 
com emn.at;i on, -

101" t.M Federal Co~unicat.ions 
Com.":ds8ion. 

'or the Navy Dept.,

For VewJ-e.nl ~u. -

for Reeett7_,Jient Adliinistratioll,"" 

66 

20 

3 

1 

9 

124 

Cost. 
t3 ,,787 ,(1,12.48 

14,961,090.03 

6 07~ .. OO , """ 

67, 

1,000.00 
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Parcels 
lQ> 

125 
I J .. ~ 

.om 

cost 
19.3,36,2.50 

1,~~6,66().)O 
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1937 

p. 
101 

-
Attorney o.nera.1Wicd,~;rllbua created '*The Public Lands Jl1viaOJ1" in 

1909, with li.it.a !unctions. (Oircular i14, Nov. 16, 19C1J). 

ttl:) dUt:l~8 of the ?u.b110 tands Division, the functioms 'VIere I'esta:kd 

*' at length by Attorney General OUmmings in 193).' 

In view of t.he depresled financial condition of the cOQntJ7J Congress 

enacted legislation authorizing the purchase of tarm and$ to be divided 

into small farm units and to be transferred to dispossessed. tenanta am 

others who might qualify to purchase these slii!l:t-eusta1ning unit-a.**, In 

addi t10n large sums of money were appropriated byConp'tU;Sror the purpose 

of building new POiSt. offices and other Federal public buUd1nll~, 

III .. j I $ iii • t "" , 

'* Indian _tt$f'S Wlii:n ad4e4 in 1910 (~and_ to auet Cleft t~ 
Attorll$¥ a.meral .1ak .. s~ Jamar.r 14, 1910). Matter. ~:tta~ , 
to all aequ1si'tione ot l.&n4. ineJ.udiJli; examinatioae of t1tl$ltwere 
added lJ.)' .1\ tomey Ge:neral Daugherty in 1921 (Oeneru Order 1200, 
July 20, 1921.). At~y (kmeral Barpnt t:t"aDSte~ _ the Adld.n1ty 
Division alll'futtvs relating to condem¢ •. t,1on of .1&48, and tit-lesto 
1&1.*' (Order 1823, :May 19, 1921)' but in 19.30 Attome,y ~_ral iltt.dlell 
porvided tor t.b8 nstoration of thts8e t'unot1one to tbe IMIde Dld.im 
(Order208S, j'ebrwU7' 1, 19.30). In 19.33 AttorMT ·~CwalliD18 re
stated at le~h the l"uruJtions of the Division (Order 2501, De~ )0, 
1913) and in 1936 he added resettJ.lMOOnt and hOU8ing matteI'S (hpplemeDtal 
Order" Janua.ry 20, 19)6).. . 

H see the ktional IndWJtrial Rt'li$tAc't, approved JUftfI 16, 193.3, 46 
Stat. 200., the !l'mergenq Belief Appropriation Act or 19);, approved April 8, 
19,5, 49 Stat. 115; and EmfJrpnoy Relied' Act of 1936, approved Jtme 12, 
1936, 49 stat. 1608. 
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1937 -

Wi1erea8, Dy reason or t.be above""'llen't.1oned duties and incru~ed wOZ'ik, the 

personnel of the I.ands Division included 450 employees.. The increase in 

the volume of. work resulting f.rom the mi:W land policy approved 

incl"'6ascd the mail renderet.ibytheDivisi(nt<.1atotaleighttimeit:.as 

great as the mail Neei wd in 19.3.3:' 

On April 8, 1931, Assistant A.ttorney General McFarland reol'1tmized 

1. The Law $ect1t)n. 
Appeals (~mo~ to 3011c1 tor Ot1meral briefs, etc.) 
and office _t.ters (co:mmittee!!l, opinions, and special 
usign.mente ). 

2. lhe Trial Section. 
CorrespondtbfJ.ce, pleadings, trtbal brieis, MmOranda, 
.t.e.JrEtlat~ng to cases in trial co~tB (except. eOncielllnation 
cases ). 

3. ~ Title Section. 
All _tters relating t,e tr.lS &c:~uilJi\1on of leds (except 
case. on aVp:.eal); title opiniona (pnliminaryanti :fiMl), 
mol~ corNspvndeneo, .Il'I$moranda, etc., cQadiem&tioo 
prooeed1np: in the t.rial courts, including ccrreapondi1jnee, 
pleadiAgs, 1;.r1a1 briefs, ::uemora:nda. er"e. 

* See annual repol"t of lUH!listant II:ttomay General ~e'arland tor t.hE: 
annual year or 1937. 
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Durinl tbe nineteenth oentury the at·,ention o:f' successive Attorneys G$n~ral 
p. 

109 and tb$ir st.atts _8 directed to li'tigat.:i.on and prubleaa that arose in the 

administration, ~ot.ection, and disposal of the public d~1n. 1fiere ware· 

imlumerabl.a displltlfJ5 1llVOnring &ettlers; grantli Q!l&ndB tc railroads, I.!Hlnools 

lit~gation by ola:Lmanta under grants from foreign sovereigns prior to tbe 

'* ae,~'Ui81tion or Louisiana, ?lorida, anc Calif'ornia. 

tJ:1& :taMs Division. 

with the Nol'fthern Pacific RaUroad Co., involves thacoJlstr\lot:ion aoo. a6m.iniatra

ion of an enOl'mCUB grant made in 1664 and Hl10, and the United states 18 de.J;end-

. ing thenthdraftl, for forest reserve pUrposes, of nearly:3 millioo. ofaoreiS 

cla1m6d by the railroad in iiootana, !~he, and ~'fashingtcn.A.n ancient: -.xiClin 

land gr&..l'lt figur,es in a dispute over title!;.o a port1.otl of 'lare Island, now' a 

Gove~nt naval base in San F;r'ancisco Bay'. In anotl:::uar cue,· parties in PU)l!1:rto 

possession of 6,000 acrea of land in too Luquilla NatioWitol 'oreat. The vali,dlty 

of old land srants made b7 the UmtedStatea: bec~ ~~11 1m,ort.l!ultln 

oil and gaa fields, and the Qlu~es involve no'ton.! '1 .fUi:.Ull'e poaee,sion but alae 

tone recovery, through an aoooW'olt:ng" tit all it&8 .u:w 011 trAke hom tM lflUld 

ot· the 8SWte of Et:hIard L. DtJhMT paid tba Un1'~,ed at&t-•• $100,000 in s.ttl~tmt 

of ODe cWa against them, and ir, 8. suit pHViously institu* Againat DoMn;y 

.. t 
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for traud:ul.nttly Hcuri.ng the aecu:~ion ot certain leasell 'Of puhlio lands 

tolley paid 1),000,000 in settlement, ending 14 years of' litigation and 

bringing the Go .. ~nt," recoveries &rising out of the • O'-oalled Dieapot 

0_'* scandals to 8: tot.a1 of $31,141,)22.62 .. 

There aN also oontiI1UOu.S, tbough leaR speet.acul.ar, Qutie. arising 

from t.he present ownenhip and adlltin:tstration of land by th.e U'n1:ted states .. 

IlL new land-developmentprog:ram was first reflected in proj~sict. tor the in 

projects tor \he reclamation of desert arui arid lJmd.a. !hese end.uvors, 

tapping the riven and stream", of theJf~~st, fA'Ve continued to pr.uent. q'W.Istions 

a. to the ~_ive water and poftf' rights 01' the United States, the State." 

e-ons6I'Vat.i<..tl di.Wicts, and private iamowners, otten resulting .:i.:n lelfll 

proe~1nsl. "s:1ngle cue, no" pending in the Sup,.. .. ~t 1_01v_ the 
" 

, 
Finance Corporation, Re~t1on service, and t...":te Indio .luI'Mu. 

lloweviill',th&t the new land poliq oJ: the Nation is most strikingly meUest. 

Of course, site. had been acq'.l:i.:red sino!:! the earliest days 

tor i.,dlit.ary and nanl purposes and f~:;;r building s .. 
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property u:;:JOn which for1.Uicatiom or publ.1c bl..tUdinga had ~n.rected, 

led Congre~)s in 1841 to proh.ibit the expend.1tm"e of funds on IiUlY site to 

had as to of' the title. 

wise policy, thus based upon experienoe and fixed :l.!I 

land conservation, 

subject to a variety' of statutes &8 to 

7,162,121 • 

. :n localities petitioned for 1.njunctjonth 

refnsal 01' owners to nell or 

Gove~ nt institutes 

challenged the constitutionality of the Z'Cspeotive. statute. und.el" wbichcQ)ndem-
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states was to r>a1'l'or lands or easements, contested the amount to be 

a_reed and demanded excessive sums.. Land values and :lnterests of every 

kind and charaet,er are :Involved. in the 9,000 such oases pending in the 

courts on Jttl:t 1, 1937 .. 

it t the present t:irr.e (1937 ) deals with 

to t,ht United s'tates and, in 

wj. th all matters ccneen~j.ng: the i.e domain, or 

thereto; 

NO. 3732 and 8uPr,lemente thereto. 

(1937) 

Excerpts the vi OIttcthe 

is pcrtintHlt to survey 

:In -t.he light. Qf cOlr.roents c.I' other manifestations of its reputation 

This reputation ~e illustrated by (1) the cessation ,or complaints 

or delays in liti&ation and land acq'Liisi.tlons, and (2) tlle nee!pt a respect-

unsolici ted f.avoTable COHIITtent.s on of 

the Lands Division. a record i~ 

serves other or is a:n. 

important factor the 

o 

Jus·tice. 

Delays; the last 19"36-37, he 

calls, from cit:l,zens I or 
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1938 -
the Report 0:£ the Asst • ./\,tty. Gen. to the Atty. Gen. for 1938 shows 
that beginning in 1855, forty acres was set apart as an Experi.m.ental 
Farm at 12th and Constitut,ion Avenue, s. W.; 'tfashlngton, D. C. later 
additional tractsw(,re acquirr;:d for the Department for other luch 
farms for the .Bureau of Plant Industry, and other bureaus of the 
Department of Agriculture at various t:,mes. The lands aoquireq by 
the GO'\ferrunent under the pronsions of law authorising such establish
ments by the Department of Agriculture by direct purchase or condem
n.iiLtion to July 1, 1938, consisted of 3,294 acres, costing $918,$35.00 
and the Attorney General, when requested b.t the Secretary of Ariculture, 
caused the examination oft.he necessari titles. The stations acquired 
for the Bureaus of the Department of Agriculture were in 14 states and 
the District of C;)lumbia. 

19.39 -
It seems appropriate in this year's report to place th.e work of 

P. the Lands Division and its rapid expansion in recent years, in its proper 
10k 

context of national policy. From a Division having S7 employees :li.n 1933, 

and relatively few functions conSisting principally of litigation incident 

to the Government' e olmership of the public domain and other lands, the 

Division expanded to a perscmel nuniberi.'lg 500,a5 of July 1, 1939, with 

vastly greater and more diversified functions to perform. 

(l) Reference is her€ made in fcr;;,.note in the Report to the following 

orders of the Attorney Genel'al, expanding funetions of the Division: 

Order No. 2507 - January 1., 1934 
u n " Supp .. No. 1, -Jan. 20, 1936 
tt It tt SUpp. No. 3, - Jan. 19, 1939 

The footnote further states: 

"The Division is charged with handling litigation or other 
legal work incident to the following: (1) PubUo lands; 
(2) conder;mationsj (3) approval of titles; (4) forest reserves; 
(5) Indian lands and. afi'!lIl:lr':!, (except crimes), including suits 
in the Court of' Claims, (6) reclamatLmand irrigation; (7) 
eonservatj.on; (8) Pueblo Lands Board; (9) Rent CommislionJ 
(10) Insular and Territorial affairs; (except those specifically 
assigned, other than criminal; (11) W.P.!. and P •• A. C8e;eSj 

(12 eviction eases; (1.3) briefs and arguments in the SUpreme 
Court on usigmnent by the Solicitor General; and (14) 
special assignments by the Attorney (lenepal". 
, 



REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

p. 

Of approxima:tely 2,OOO,OOO,OCJO acres of land wb1cl1 o~ri.e the t'lbited 

stu.~es, 987,000,000, or about one-half, iilTe in :farms. 413,000,000 acres are 

in crops" the rest being pa.stures, woodland and nste. There are, in add.itloo, 

slOme 615 .. 000,000 &Cl"'tJ1 classed as forest or burned over and cut-over, and 

10, soma 329,000,000 acres of range land. CRept. Nat. Res. Bd.. 1934.) 

p. sites have been acquired to cont.rol nou<U;, proc:h:r.e& electric anergy and to 
106 

clOnserve and devote t.he ~ta- tc proper use.. liore and l&l"ger rew. .. t;i,on 

aIld fertility is being restored. National parks, rmticnal forests and wild 

life sanctuarifi1s U€) "being est.a.'blished and expanded. !',e-eent housing is 'being 

provided for bot.h tan.1 and city families, v.'hlle the health,. e>ai'ety and morals 

of the nation are be:lng protected with the clearing aR7 of the slwu. 

vat:i..on l'rere and are· being rendered by i.t. This work is be:)1lg pel"form.ed throug .... 

out the contin.tal United states and in several of it. terri \cries and 

possessions. In tact, 225,. of t.he Diviaicn 15 total personnel an located 
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in tLe extensive flood c(;ntrol prograln now in progress on M.ississippi. 

-H*-ii In the United States vs .. Northern Pacific RaillVay Co., etal., 

reported on last year, the District GOU!'t quieted the title of th,e 

states to t.he lanrl in dispute; aWarded the railway company compensat:lon UfKIsr 

the Act of 1929, for approximately 1,4$0,,000 acres 

p. eOl:lpensation to the United Stat.es for approxitr:at.€ly 66,000 acres 01' other 
109 

lands the companJ' had erroneously obtained from the Gove:rnm.ent. 

parties are taking appeals di.l"'ectly tot.he supreme Court under the proviSions 

of the Special Act of May 22, 1936. 

during the p:l.st year through eminent dOOlain proceedings 'Were-the obtain:tng 

and oregon, inval ving approximately 2,400 separate O'Imerships and parcels ot 

Dam and Reservoir on 

p. the continuation. of aequisit.ion of fee simple titles and f'lowage easements 

110 for -the vast Mississippi River improvements ot' navigation and 9-tt. channel 

project of the War Department; the acquis:i:tion of.' appro:rl.mB.tely 60,000 acres 

of land '\:.1:6 k'Uroc Bombing Field for G.b.e War Department; 5,600 acres 

la01l for an additiont.o the west Point .";!ilitary F:eservatj,on 

aCCluisition additio.nal land the Atlantic Northeast Air st.a;t,ion 

and Depot on Long Island :l n York; and land for the Gravelly Poillt Airport 
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purc.l:ase, don&t~ on or axe.bange. These aoquisitions totaled 1,364,7)1.49 

acres a.."ld. 

extensive research 

law, including future in.terssts, special statutory llens, as 

for public welfare assistance a.dvance~' and those created by local 

menta distriCts, constituti\;mal and statutory pro'visions authorizing 

title provisions and law affecting dedicationano a.ba.ndonmant of public 

ways, in addition to the numeroussoojeete involVed in the uswU exalld~a.tion 

or all the states and territories and the Di8tri(r~:. Columbia against 

a background. o:r 'F'ederal statutes and const:i tutional la:w, and necess1tated 

familiarity with both the co'n.~n and the civil law. 

These title op:!.niOil.<:I had '1;.0 do principallywi.t.h lands beirig 

for :forests, farm tenants, ltildlii'e and migratory waterfO'l'!il refuges, 

program. 
~Her6 :t'ollows :.'to the Heport statel>'lent to 
the acreage aoquired dur.L r~: the prev:i.oua 
tiseal year; the cost thereof.) 

op:b.d.ons ( 

requests the views or the 1)1 Vision. L"uring the tiseal Y8r ended June )0, 

1939, the Laadu Division fUrnisn.edthe Asst. Sol. General ~anc:la .for us-e 

in 23 opinion utters. 
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title section) mentioned 

r 

(as 

73,237 pieces 

236,477 

,from 

mil lxrt.h 

removlU of structures and other property the 

owner. 

A vital colla'teral problem to the 

military 1.3 the difficulty of structures 

to t,he realty at the time 

possibly 

use 1,000 1:1g trees on a farm at Hampton Roads, Va., Naval A,ir nor 

title to the realty bas \rested in the Uov 

of the compensatiqn, payable ti'l,e or that no 

made for the property removed. The 

to chop down the the would have 

only salvage value. A.Bill on the before 

• 
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were acquired d~ing the l2-rr.onth period more than 2,000,000 acres of land, 

upon which 20,628 title opinions were written, an increase of approximately 

43% over the number written during the preceding year. The increase in the 

cost of the land acquired was approximately 132;Jer cent. 

The increase in the amount of work performed b.r the Division in 

connect:b0n with the approval of titles is attributable to a mllll.bElr of factores. 

The chief cause, of course, has been the demand of the m.i1itary and naval 

forces for larle areas of land, - frequently oonsisting of numerous and ex-

pensive tracts. There has been an increase also, in the number of titles 

passed upon for other departments and agencies of the Government engaged in 

the national defense program. Example of acquisitions of -chis type are tbe 

purehase by the Federal Communications COlTUllission of lands needed for the 

erecti:.n of monitor st.ations to prohibit the reception and dispatch of unla:wtll1 

communications; the purchase and lease by the M,"ritillle CommiSsion of lands 

to be used for the erection of docks and shipyards for the oonstruct,ion of 

merchant ships; and the acquisition by the Cost Guard of' lands upon which 

radio towers and lookout facilities are tc be erected. 

In oroer thstt all acquisitions of lands needed tor defense purposes 

may be handled promptly and efficiently, certain revisions have been made in 

the procedure to be follo~d in the examination and approval ot~ titles. The 

result has been a considerable conse:rvat on of ef.fort and a progressive 

p. reduction in the time reqUired for title examination and approval. .1s a 
129 

consequence of these revisions in procedure, the aerea.ge tim required for 

the approval of ti·tles has been cut from 11 days in the fiscal ;rea.r 1940 to 

6 days in the fisoal year 19LJ., notwithBtanding t,he contemporaneous increase 
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ill. factor which naturally assisted in effectJng this improvement ia 

the revision of Section 355 of the Revised states adopted Oct. 9, 1940 

(5.4 stat. 1083). This t".ection as revised, permi.ts the !ttomey-aenera1 to 

the opinion of tlw Attorney Genera], wi thout jeopardising the interests 

of the United states, be left tor removal .b;y. condemnation or other appropriate 

proceedings if and when necessB.r.y. SUch lands are limited, however, to those 

which do not 

tot.al value of which does not exceed 8),500.co. Appro:x.imately 28 per oent 

of the title ma;t.ters received in the Division dur:i.ng the put involved 

lands of the type contQplated the recently llClopted provis:i.ons, 

cost thereof being approximately $3 .. 70 tJeT aere.\li{ere it not for the dis-

cretton eonf(;jirred upon the Attornq General by the Aat of OCtober 9, 1940, 

it is probable that a substantial portion of ~hese lands could not have 

tq the added e;x:pe:~ ine1dent to litigation and the dockets of 

would have been ;t\a'thel" burdened b.Y condemnatiQu proceredings. 

Reorganization ot land aoquisition work in conneotion with 
Nati~ Def6Use Projeots in the _ar Departm.ent: 

coort.& 

It setJua:ppropriat,e to menti<;;:o the t-,art whioh the Lana, Division has 

played in eonnect.ion with th.e reorganisation of the R~ Estate :Bran$! of the 

olliott of the Ct\ULrt.el"l!'la~ter General. in the War Depanment.. 
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process, either actual or constructive, and elimination the usual 

~ppea.rance tee, pursuant to statutory authorization .. 

'!'bere are two condemnation matters upon which I Jl:iade 1'ecomendation 

to the last Congress on which action ,had been completed. at the end of the 

session.. The first of these is a bill to simplify existing notice 1'e'1111r6-

n;.ents and to expidite paYJtents to pro'pert;l owners by permitting the early 

distribution of !\mas deposited in court. The second is a Dill to elimin.,ate 

the Oommissioner sTat_ in federal condemnation proceedi.ngs tor the dura:tion 

no COil'tf,.'6nsating protect.ion - either to md:i:vidual landowners or to the 

Government. t urge the early enactment of these two measures iIrl:!.ieh would 

do much to expedite the condemnation of land for war purposes and to make 

our c<)n(;.emnation procedures fairer to the ownere of the condemned land. 

1943 -
Land acquisition, prin.cipally for war purposes, reach:eEl what 1s 

probably its peak in the course of the fiscal ye':1.1'.. Condeuiaatioo proceedings 

term:i.tlated with pqment embraced over 800,000 acres, and 6,625 parcels of 

land, iDvo1ving awards of t62~ll.),824.67. In addition,. 1,618,.382.)2 acres, 

11 a.nd 1,783 parcels were a.cquired by purcha.se at total ccst of $91,50,,003.62. 

'!'he vol_EI ot legr!.l work presented is indicated hy the fact that 4,683 

condeanation cases were ins-Ututed during the year toaeq~ 4),920 inditielWl 

tracts; t.itle evidence _1" received on 20.l('9 eases involving aequi#itions 

by purchase; 15,}81 pre1~ title opinioas a.nd 16,297 tinal opini.OQS were 

prepared. 

Land acquired. from J:uly 1, 1938, to June 30, 194.3, tor defense and. iliia.!' 

purposes alone, totaled ),5)6,705 acres and 10,852 parcels at a e.ost of 
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In addition, there are pending in condemation proceedings 

for ar purposes" 17,6.43,2.40 acres., the value of which is yet und3termined, 

o!,1ri'ticb approximately 13,000,000 acres involvecuWtanding rights of land, 

already in the publio domain~ 

acquisit.ion; it pla;ys no part in determining what land must be a.cquired .. 

In performng the functions of the Departaent, the objectives haw Deeft: 

( l) To obtain i~dia.te possession and, wt1ere neees$al"Y, to im.prO'l'e the legal 

awards. 

Adwinistrative improvements in the method of handling land a.cqu.isition 

and to obtain effect! ve lX>ssession. The len~h of t._ lepl. proeeedags 

in many jurisdictions that ceDis sioners be appointed to dst.ermine the amoutd;; 

of the award, with a right in either party to obtain a trial de novo before 

a jUlj1'. I have previously reeommsnded the elimination of this 4:~~le pl"oeed:ul"e 

by the enaet:unt of legislation pro'Viding for one trial by a C01B;!'1lOD law jur;y, 

I renew this reeOllllmendation. 

that of the states (.let of .lUglla:t 1, 1868, !to u. S. C. A., 257-6). The 

court, are, by their terms, inapplicable to such proeeed:i.ngs. A proposal, to 

regulate too procedure by rule has berm. tent6tiively advanced t.o a Sab-committee 
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of the SUp.reme Court Adviaiory- Ccmtflittee. n. is ho:ped the 

1]1 timately determine to close this hiatu$ in the rnol:if!n'nl 

decision of the 

an increment in the value the property based upon its anticipated condem-

: In connection W"lth record set out 

Repone of the Attorney General, and other reports referring to the acqu1sition 

established throughout the Division, including field offices, in connection 

with the ex.amination and approv.u. of title to lands and the conduct Qf 

ccndemnation proceedings; the dlst:ru.bution 

1944 -

was 11 terall;y based u.pon larld.. .Af·ter files WE-:re 
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the rapidity of _ehjne gun fire, in a. 'Volli1:lllS over t.en times ~teT than 

at. any other t.iaec:in IJI.erican history. Air fields, hoDbing ranges, tank 

. plants to make gUJ:'lS, tanks and all the vast miscell.a:ny of lfiC/i::!l;irn warfare

.11 W6~ nt::eded and needed iw<lediawly.. 8teSJr, shovel. moved in instantly 

of this Divis:ton calls attent:l.on to th<,; shift ini.ts work trom pe~.cetime to 

prospective warti.miJ acquisitions (Rep. 194o-p. 121, at, seq .. ) During a great 

part of this five year peril'.lU the .Ul.ClSt tremendous land-QcQ,uisltion 't,he 

hi.story of this or any country for national defense and war purposes ~ 

past fiscal year that the various agencies of the Goverr..ment have lessened 

'The ~r of new ACquisitions tor 'WiLl:' purposes for the tirfJ't ti_ 
l, 

:in fivk 1ear~ began to show S('.fae de.ol1oo.. This was inevitable and M 
, , 

eJ(pect~. The gt"dlt job or trrd ... ning our armed forces here at. home had largely 
ii ! 

,.1 

been eohlplet.ed.. The vast expansion of indl:stry to produce 
i 

guns, t tanks" the planes, th-e ammunitim~: and the thousand md one other 

piEUle$ii o.f equipment for the finest land and sea forces in the hiStory of tbe 
1'\ 'i 

world;kJad: ooen carried through with astonishing speed and signal suooeU8. 
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work in the Di vi:::d on continued. tedious, 

and UllSpectacular joh of ~!mopping u.pll arrived.. Thousands 0 f titles needed 

and lttilllons of dollars haci to be distribu.ted to the land ovmers M rapidly (.,us 

possible. 

Yet the volume of nen" land acquisi tioos by condem. .. tion durirlg t.he ~ar 

was far beyond t,l':e normal ~cet1me volume, for 2616 cases, invol v::lng 21 J 0,36 

tracts were jJlstituted.. The moat significant f'ea.ture t.h.e condemnat::i.on 

;~ork in the 

of cases jn the history 

for the preceeding y6<ll'; and despite the urgEiU1t need for legislation to expedite 

distribution of ccmemnation awards, <it thi., end of the fiscal year 60.42% of 

all deposited in court had been distributed to land owners, as CQllpared 

in the I1'mopping Upll of pending business. 

It must be added, lleV'erthe1ess, that wit.h all our efforts 

siZMble back-log or tnnds on deposit in court rema.:l.ning to be distriwted. 

its 

2nd sess.P. 122 .. ) There was a considerable nmnber 

involved in the work 01' the Dinsion duri.ng the year$ both by' 

condemnation ue included the Capitol 

Park: Hotel, washington, a consider-

ation of #400,ooo.oo~ 244 .. 6 acres lanr i.n York 
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aoq,;i.si tions 

of closing over new taBEIS of 116 par OE'Ont. An ilnportant factor n 

reducM.on :1n the avera.ge 

slightly o,,{"-:1' L. d.ays. In 1, title 

and the 

Unusual purchase 

which 

~5,800.00 

connection with 

Air]:la.ne corporat.ion, at a cost of $912,423 .. 95; and an 

includingt.he rolling stock of the Hampton and Langley field Rail-mq 

in F2.i:liabeth Count~·, Virginia, for a. considerat:i.on of 192,500.00 .. 

1946 

i 

~*,he D1v181on institutes, supernses md ':~l1('r~s _"'''.'-'~'.''<IiI 

addition" Divis:ion 

tq the ;md ccnduets i 
to l;mds to 
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"'*kif Th.e trend noted in the Annual report.s for tnt:' past two years 

work of this kind, however, -.va::) handled during the year. Although in 

peacetime yeil.r of 1939, the number ·t.racts h&ndled was over seven 

times greater and the total coat of the lane acquired was more than 

acq1.dsition "Work, therefore remained 8ubsta.ntiall.y a."t:/ove the 1939 level, 

co:;t of 

The decline in the volume of incominr; land. acquisi tiol} work ooC'U.l"ed 

p. as might nave been antici.pated, both lI1:i.th respect ·to lands acquired 
277 

purchaf'e and tho$e sought through cond~llIID:'.:\tiO:n prooeedings~ On \be other 

hand, the 11 tigation work 

li ti gat ion , c0ntinued to inorease du.ring; the year .. 

(Memo: Footnc.fte, p .. 278 states: !1~\'het.her the acquisition is 
biy purcb.ase or b".t condemnation each '*parcel-' 1J.S'Utilly· represents 
a separate case; where l&.'1d is acquired on an ac.reage bagis 
each O<Ii.se is rei'erred to as a tract and such tracts 
contain hu:ndreds ui' acres each. If ) 

LITlGA1'1 (Condemnation eases.) 

occurred as compared 

the 

were instituted as contraattxl 

the matter of 

closin.~ case::; the same disparity L"3 not shown, for during the 
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R$port. of the 
A ttorney General 
(Typed copy, Ma.in 

1ib .. ) 
In t..he lield 

"'~14l-
1951 

LAID AC",UISIT.lDNS 

cases in 1951, in comp,a-ison of 695 in 1950. As of' June 30, 1951, 2,675 

condemnat!on cases were pendi,lg, involving 27,l45 tracts total-lng 9"231,901,, 

85 a.cres.. At the sa.me time last. ye'jr 2,744 cases, involving 26,164 tracu..1 

totaling 9,941,171 acres, were pending.. ApPI'oxi~d .. el;r, ,60,801,140 .. 14 .ms 

ex?~nded as the cost land acquired by 9urohase condemnation, 

inc1Hded n this figure "lre paytl.tents for lands acquired in ot.he.r ·than 

1951 fiscal year. Deposita in condemnati.on cases during the yC*U: totaled 

July 1, 1951, 

tLe actual litigation of these cases ,:;n(; ti,e . of' the titles 

by the Department, conaiderable work is dono by various 

l4J.:en the Korean War s'tartedon June 24, 19$0, six d~$ prior t,o the 1951 

the Army had infcrmall.y advised 'that plants projects 

involv5,ng ever 20,000 additional tracts were to :tn the 

Korean connict, 

took priority ,t~:.ereby ca.using a 

the .fiscal yo r of .. the 

1951 fiscal year 

:id.li ta construct on connect on with the expansion 

facilities the addition other Fd.llta:ry insta.Uatiiona,cost1ng 

of dollars. The title '!'Clork and the institution condemnation 

will r.a V~;: to be done by the Departlhent and ,considerable addi tiona! 

ldll have to be added as result of t.h.is program. 
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REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

-3.42-
1951 

While the Federal. GoV8rJ'U1lent'8 program o! peace-time acquisition 

was curtailed ooea:use of the Korean conflict, nevertheless certain otIler 

projects proceeded, as shown by a. taking in ~fune 1951, o£ 4,520acr€s 

of land located in Burke, Virginia, f(H" a.n airport to serve washington, D. C. 

and the surrounding areas. There were non-daf'ens$ aequisi tiona for post 

p. office sites, fOl"'f::st land, transn:lission lines, road5 1 navigation easements, 
266 

and numerous other purposes durine tne fiscal. year 1951. It is 

to note, also, additj.OnliJ.l work in volume was received :in connection· 

with pending projects. These projects included Bull Shoals Iral.ll ant; Reservoir 

in Arltansas, Grenada DruJl and Reservoir in MiSsissippi and the Clark Hill 

and Allatoona Dam. iil.nd He&ervvir, in Georgia, which involve botb reclamation 

and the production of' electric: power. Another example 1s the Central 

Project, of the !urt::au of Recl.aat:iQrl in california, 'lfhich rdl1 result in 

the .irl"igation of millions of acre:=, ,1' arid lIJ~1th the progt'am for the 

of acres of land" 

problems of law and :fact are frequently encouatered. For eam.ple, during 

the 1951 :fiscal year, proceedings were i~stituted in Oalifornia tor t.he 

taking o£ a hydro-electri.o plant,' owned by the }'acifie aa.s and Elect!:'ic Co~" 

which at the tim.e RS in full operation. This involved the usual probltl'.m 

.of business l.osses as compared with fair market value in awarding just 

compensation. 

Also instituted during the were proceedi.ng to acquire more land 

to f:.:rrther the develO'pment of guided ;dssles" One proje ct, the Joint Arrq-

Florida, conte£t:plat(jS a complete installation for experimentation and testing 

of guided missles. Approxiately 1),000 acres 1f111 be acquired, and a1t;hough 

the land 1s of low value considerable title 'W(;lri{ is involved. Another sl.mi1ar 

project is the na:val Air ,viss1e 'l'esting Center, located at Point 
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