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This claim~against the Government of Cuba, under Title V of the

International Claims Settlement Act of 1949, as amended, for $1,515.02

Bs presented by MARTIN C. T.~FIE AND MATILDA LAFFIE based upon a bank

account and furnishings in Cuba. Claim~,~.nts have been nationa&s of the

United States since ~heir birth in ~he Un.iited~ Sta~es .o.~.~eBrua.~y~ 12~, 1904 and

M~y 15, 1900, respectively.

Under Titl~?V of the International Claims Settlement Act of 1949~,

T9 star. 988 (1965)], the Co.~misslon is given jurisdiction over claims of

nationals of the United States against the Government of Cuba. Section

503(a) of the Act provides that the Commission shall receive and determine

in accordance ~ith applicable substantive la~, including international

the amount and v~lidity of claims by nat!onalIs of the United States against

the Government of Cuba arising since January l, 1959 for

losses resulting from the nationalization, expro-
priation, inteNJention or other taking of, or special
measures directed against~ property including any
rights or interests therein o~ned ~holly or partially,
directly o~!ndirectly at the time by nationals of the
United St~ ~".

Section 502(3) of the Act provides:

The term ’property’ means any property, right, or
interest including any leasehold interest, and
debts owed by the Government of Cuba or by enter-
prises which h~ve been nationalized, expropriated,
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interVened~ or taken by the Government of Cuba and
debts which are a charge on property which has been
nationalized, expropriated~ intervened, or~ taken by
the Government of Cuba.

Claimants contend that they !ost a bank accotm~t in Cuba having a

balance of 773.32 pesos. The record establishes that claimants had a
o

balance of 894.32 Cuban pesos on deposit ~ith the First National Bank of

Boston, Havana, Cuba on July 29, 1960. Claimants state that checks total-

ling 121 pesos were honored.-~e~eafter, leaving a balance of 773.32 pesos.

A number of laws and resolutions were issued in Cuba affecting banks~

ba~A< accounts and currency. Not eoll of these things affect the account of

claimants in Claim Ne~ ,CU-0966.

Law 568, published in the C~ban Official Gazette. on September 29, 1959

forbade the transfer of funds abroad, and effectively operated to block

the funds of anyone who left the country. Law 930, published in the Cuban

Official Gazette on February 23, 1961, gave the National Bank the po~er to

effect centralize, t!on of liquid assets "temporarily" taken from the people.

continued the blocking of bs~_k accounts.effect this froze- or

By Law 963, published in the Cuban. Official Gazette on Augast 4, 1961,

a currency excho~_ge Fas effected. Currency ~as tu_~_ed in at centers pro-

vided and a new c~-~’ency ~,s prow~_ded. ~ere Fas no change in value.

However, each person ~ras to receive 200 pesos in new currency~ and. a.ll

"    -~ in special acco~qt in his name This didover that amou_~_t ~as p.~eocea    a ¯

not affect bank accouuts already’ in e~is~tenee. By.La~ 964, published .in

the Cuban Official Gazette on August 9, 1961, it ,was.~provided .that the

owners of .the deposits created ~uder Law~963 could ~ra~.up to 1,000 pesos,

the balance up to lOgO00 remained in his special acco~m~t, ahd all over

lO,000 passed to the State Treasury. There ~ere some minor exceptions.

However, Le~ws 96,3 and 964 do not affect Claim No. CU-0996 in ~hich the

account did no~#J . arise from currency excha~.ge.

in the Official Gazette on December 6, 1961, in989, published

its terms nationalized by confiscation all goods, and chattelsl rightsl

cu-0966
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shares, stocks, bonds and other securities of persons who left the

country of Cuba. This included such bank accounts as had not been estab-

lished and confiscated by Laws 963 and 964, supra. !n the absence of

evidence to the contrary~ the Commission finds that claimants’ above

scribed bank account, totalling 773.32 pesos, ~s taken by the Government

of Cuba on December 6~ 1961. (See In the M~.tter of .the. Claim of F~oyd W.

~ FCSC Claim No. CU~O020.)

Fu~ther, the Commission find~ that on December 6, 1961, claimants~

773.32 pesos h~d a v~lue ef $773.32 and that they suffered a loss in that

amount ~ithin the meaning of Title V of the Act, as~the result of the tak-

ing of~ their b~nk accouut by the Government of Cuba as of December 6, 1961.

The balance of the claim is for certain ~arnishings situated in

ants’ residence at Preston, Oriente~ Cuba. The owuer of the residence

claimsont MARTIN C. LAFFIE’ S employer~ United ~ruit Sugar Company, Inc.

~nis corporation ~os nationalized by tb~ Gover~_e~qt of Cub~ by Resolution

1 of Au~ast ~, 1960 (p~rsuaz~t to Law 851, Official Gazette, July 7, 1960).

TT~is Resolution ~s implemente’~ by a decree of August 8, 1960 which applied

to United Fruit Sugar Company’s property at Preston, Cuba. Claimants

indicate tb~t they ~e~e ~able to recover the claimed items situated in

the company-owned home, and the Commission finds that this personalty ~s

taken by.the Cuban Government on August 8, 1960.

o~-o966



Claimants state that the value of the personal property ~hich~s

taken pursuant to the aforementioned Resolu~ionwas $741.70. After

consideration ofthe v~lues~ascribed to each item in a detailed list~

the Commission finds such amounts to be fair.and re&sonable v~lues thereof.

t~.ese items had a v~lue of $741.70.Accordingly~ iris concluded that ~

The Commission~ therefore, finds that claimants suffered a loss in

theamount of $1,515.02 within the meaning of Title V of the Act as ~

result of the taking of their property by the Government of Cuba.

The Commission has decided that certification of losses on claims

determined pursuant to Title V of the International Claims Settlement Act

of 1949~ as amended~ interest should be included at the rate of 6% per

ann~ fr~ the date of loss to the date of settlement. (See the Claim o__.____~

Lisle Corporation~ FCSC Claim No. CU.0644).

Accordingly, the Co~%miss!on concludes that the amo~ut of the loss

sustained by claimants sh~ll be increased by interest thereon at the

rate of 6% per ann~&m on $773.32 from_ December 6, 1961 and on $~[41.70

from August 8, 1960~ to the date on which the provisions a~ve msde for the

settlement thereof.

CU-0966
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CEETIFI~ATION OF LOSS

The Commission certifies that MARTIN C. LAFFIE AND MATILDA LAFFIE

suffered a loss, as a result ef actions of the Government of Cuba~ ~ithin

the scope of Title V of ~the International Claims Settlement Act of

as amended, in the amount of One Thousan~ Five Hunted Fifteen Dollars

and T~e Cents ($1,515.02) ~ith interest thereon at 6% per annum from the

~ates of taking to the &ate of settlement.

Dated at W~ashington, D. C.,
and en~ere~ as~ the Proposed
~ecision of the Commission

E~rd D. Re, Chairman ~

The6~re Ja~’fe, Cemm~ss~

~aVern R; Dil~eg, C’ommission~r

The statute does not provide for the payment of claims ag~.~inst
the Government of Cuba. Provisionls only made for ~he determination
by the Commission of the validity and amounts of such claims.
Section 501 of the statute specifically precludes any authorization
for appropriations for payment of these claims. The Commission is
required te certify its findings to the Secretary of State for possible
use in future negotiations ~ith the Government of Cuba.~.~.~-

NOTICE: Pursuant to the Regu~a~ of the Commission, if no objections
are filed within 15 d~y~s-~~r service or rece/pt of notice of this Pro-
posed Decision, the~e~ision will be entered as the Final Decision of the
Commission ~p~,,-t~e expiration of 30 days after such service or receip
of notice-;"li~l~ess the Commission otherwise orders. (FCSC Reg., 45 C.F.R.
53~.~S~)-~nd (g) as amended, 32 Fed. Reg. 412-13 (1967).)       CU 0966


