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Under the International Claims Settlement
Act of 1949. as amended

PROPOSED DECIS ION

This claim against tha Gove~_~ment of Cuba~ filed under Title V of

t!~ I=te.rnatlonal Claims Settlement Act of 1949~ as am~nded~ in the amount

~f $44,903.50, was presented by W!LLI_AH~ Ao PETERS, and is based upon an

ass~rted loss sustained in conr~ection with a bcnd o~nership interest in

th~ Cesp~des Sugar Company, of Havana~ Cuba. Claimant stated that he has

b~en a r~ational cf the. United States since birth~ although no evidence has

be~u submitted in support of that statement.

Ur~d~r Title V of the International Claims Settlement Act of 1949 [78

gta~. Ii!0 (1964) 22 U.S~C. ~1643~1643k (1964)~ as amended~ 79 Star. 988

(1965)] ~ th~ Con~ission is given jurisdiction over claims of nationals cf

t~ i;:~ited States agair~st the Gov~r=nent of Cuba. Section 503(a) of the

A~.t provides theft the Co~uission shall receive and determine~ in accordance

wi[!~ applicable substantive law~ including international law, the amount

~. va!i!ity     claims by n~:i.o::s.ls o£ tb_~ Ur~ited Stat~s agai::st th~

¢~.¢’~’e~r~meu~ of CuLa arising sir~ce Ja=~uary i, 1959 for

losses resulting from the natienalization,expropria-
tion~ intervetrtion or other taking of~ or special
m~asu~es directed .against property including any
rights or interests therein e~.ad wholly or partially,
directly or indirectly at the~ time by nationals ’o~ the
United States
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Section 502(3) of the Act provides:

The term ’property’ means any property, right, or
interest including any leasehold interest, and
debts ~wed by the Government of Cuba or by enter-
prises which have been nationalized, expropriated,
intervened, or taken by the Government of Cuba and
debts which are a charge on property which has
been nationalized, expropriated, intervened, or
taken by the Government of Cuba.

Section 504 of the Act provides, as to ownership of claims, that

(a) A claim shall not be considered under section 503(a)
of this title unless the property on which the claim
was based was o%ned wholly or partially,~dlrectly or
indirectly by a national of the United States on the
date of the loss and if considered shall be considered
only to the extent the claim has been held by one or ....
more nationals of the United States continuously there-
after until the date of filing with the Commlssion.

The Regulations of the Commission provide:

The claimant shall be the moving party and shall have
the burden of proof on all issues involved in the
determination of his claim. (FCSC Reg., 45 C.F.R.
§531,6(d) (Supp. 1967).)

Cla~nant asserts that he o~r_~s bends in the Cespedes Sugar Compa~y~

on which a balance due him in the amount of $44~903.50 remains unpaid.

Claima~t has submitted no evidencesince his c!aim-was received hy the

C~issie.n on ~’~y~ 3~ 1967.

~y ¢o:[a~ission letter of August 8= 1967, claimant was advised as to

the type of evidence proper for submissien to establish this claim ~tder

the Act.                                                                         ~

~lhere~:fter~ by letter of September22~ 1967~ claima~tt was i~_vited

t<~. s~bmi~ any evidence avai!abie to him within 45 days from tha£ date~

a~d he was i~_~.fo_~,.ed= that~ abse~t such. evidenc÷~ it mi~ht~be~ome necessary

t~> deter~i~t÷ the claim on the basis of the existin~ record. No evidence

has si_~.’ce be~n submitted.
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~ .Coamtission finds that claimant~has not met the.burden of proof

i~,.that he .has failed to establish o~mership of ri~kts~and.,iinterests in

property which was nationalized~ expropriated or otherwise.taken by.the

Gover~ent of Cuba. Thus~ the Commission is constrained to deny.this

claim and itis~.herebydeniedo The. Commission.de~ms it unnecessary to

make determinations~with respect to other elements~f the claimo

D~ted at Washington~ D. C.,
and. entered as theProposed
D~cz~o~ of the Commission

~d D. Re~¯

LaVern R. Dilweg~ Commissioner

off %29 Oo_---~ission .=hlch =as entered as tho finn
dcca_s~-~n on ............ "--

NOTICE: Pursuant to the Regulations of the ¢o=ission, if no objections
are filed within 15 days after service or receipt of notice of :~is Pro-
posed Decision, the decision will be entered as the Final Decision of the
Co~ission upon the expiration of 30 days after such se~ice or receipt
of notice, unless the Commission othe~ise orders. (FCSC Reg., 45 C.F.R.
531.5(e) and (g) as amended, 32 Fed. Reg. 412-13 (1967).)
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