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FOREIGN CLAIMS SETTLEMENT COMMISSION
OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20579

IN TaE MATTER OF THE CLAIM OF

Claim No.CU -3420
DOROTHY M, DE HART

a/k/a Mrs. L, A. DE HART
and JOSEPH A, MADDOX Decision No.CU -5980

1inder the International Claims Settlement
Act of 1949, as amended

Paynter and Lahut

Counsel for claimants:
By Norman W, Paynter, Esq.

Appeal and objections from a Proposed Decision entered on November 23, 1970.
No hearing requested,

, . —

Hearing on the reco%d held on September 15, 1971.
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FINAL DECISION

Under date of ﬁévember 23, 1970, the Commission issued its Proposed Decision
.denying this claim for lack of proof, Subsequently, counsel for claimants ob-
jected to the Proposed Decision but submitted no evidence in gupport of the
objections, althougﬁ the Commission suggested the submission of such evidence.

Upon consideration of‘the objections in light of the entire record, the Com-
migsion finds no valid basis for altering the decision previously entered.

Accordingly, the Proposed Decision of November 23, 1970 is affirmed in all

respects.,

Dated at Washington, D. C.,
and entered as the Final
Decision of the Commission
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“ 7" FOREIGN CLAIMS SETTLEMENT COMMISSION
OF THE UNITED-STATES -
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20579 '

\
‘N THE MATTER OF THE CLAIM oF
| ‘ 'ffcui'mfNo.cU-_‘%zuo
L. A. DE HARi | , ' } o ' ,
o JOSEPH A. MADDOX o | DecisionNo.CU - ¢ 980
Under the Intérnational Claims Settlement |
~Act of 1949, as amended

. “PROPOSED DECISION |
_This claim against the éovernment of Cuba}‘underfTitle V of the :
'“internatlonal Clalms Settlement Act of 1949 as amended was presentedgby
L., A. DE HART and JOSEPH A. MADDOX based upon the asserted ownershlp and

1loss of property 1nterests 1n Cuba. Claimants have been nationals -of the

United States since . birth,

Under T1tle V of the Internatlonal C1a1ms Settlement Act of: 1949
_[78 Stat. 1110 (1964) 22 U.s.c. §§1643 1643k (1964), as amended, 79 Stat.
‘ 988 (19655] the- Comm1$s1on is given Jurlsdictlon over - cla1ms of natlonals
of the United States agalnst the Government of ‘Cuba. Sectlon 503 (a) of.the
iAct prov1des that the Comm1s31on shall recelve and determlne in accordance
-w1th appllcable substantive law 1nc1ud1ng 1nternat10na1 1aw the amount
- and va11d1ty of clalms’by natlonals of the Unlted States against the

Government of Cuba ar1s1ng since January 1, 1959 for
1osses resultlng from the natlonallzatlon, expro=
priation, intervention or other taklng of , or special
measures directed against, property including. any
rights or interests therein owned wholly or partlally,
directly or indirectly at the time by natlonals of the

United States.
Sectlon 502(3) of the Act prov1des-

The term 'property’' means any property, rlght or
1nterest including any leasehold interest, and
\ debts owed by the Government of Cuba or:by enter-
: A prises which have been natlonallzed exproprlated
q»_ intervened, or taken by the Government of Cuba and
_debts which are a charge on property which has been
~ nationalized, expropriated, 1ntervened, or taken by -
" ‘the Government of Cuba, :



_.2‘-
Clalmants describe the1r loss as follows- ; | J}; - ‘ j_“i'
10 acre tract of land known as Tract #78 in East ﬁcKlnley, ;
Isle of Plnes ‘vacant lots known as Lots. 8 and 16dln Block #94 in thetsamek
city, and bonds relatlng to the purchase of these 1ots.’ Claimants state
- that they do not know the amount of the loss 1nvolved o

Clalmants wbo are brother and sister assert, that the property subJect of E
»thls claim was owned by the1r father who bequeathed it to h1s W1dow and /‘7'
1that upon her death on Aprll 23 1963 she bequeathed it to clalmants.‘ They
state that thelr parents were Unlted States natlonals by b1rth;

Clalmants have submltted the orlglnal document 1ssued by the Tropical
Development Company dated June‘15 1907.pertaining to the purchase and
subscrlptlon of land in Tract 78 by A E. Maddox, father of c1a1mants, on'.ﬁ
June 15, 1907, They have also submltted a copy of a "Contract:br Profltl

;Shqung Gold Bonds” coverlng one bond on surrender of whlch the Company

’would convey lots Nos. 8 and lO 1n Block No. 94 'ThlS document- is also

vdated June 15 1907 Addltlonally, the record 1ncludes copy of a "Cert1f1—"‘1 ii73§1

| cate of Depos1t"*1ssued by Wlndsor Trust Company, in 1912 apparently for
l_one bond of. the Troplcal Development Company;- The record also contains a
copy of a document in the Spanlsh language whlch appears to be a contract
1nvolv1ng Atwood E. Maddox entered 1nto December 10 1907

The record dlscloses that in. 1907 the Trop1ca1 Development Company was“"
- a New York corporatlon° : /

By Comm1ss1on letter of August 30{ 1967, clalmants were advised as to .
the type of ev1dence proper for subm1ss1on to establish this cla1m,>1nclud-
1ng ev1dence that c1a1mants owned the property in questlon, that it was)f
taken by -the Government of Cuba and the value of the property. Pursuant'to
a‘request for as31stance in obtaining ev1dence, a report from ‘abroad statedh‘*n
that the parcels of land in questlon arernot reglstered in the names of the
clalmants and no report has been réceived pursuant to a subsequent request

“to determlne whether- the parcels may have been reglstered in their

father's name.
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' Theyéommission has éonsidefed the entire réCOfd‘bﬁt;fihds_thefeviggﬁce not
: ~sﬁfficient1y‘probative to pqrmit findings thaf wodid Be other than specuiative.
In the abseﬁceiof sufficiéntly‘prdbé%ive-eVidehée{9p which to ba;é an affirmati?e‘
decision, the Commission»has>noraiternative but to ﬁepy‘this claiﬁ for dggk off o

'roéf. , oL

' * The Commi,sirsion:findsl' th;t claimantsﬁhavé'not mc—;t‘ thé‘bﬁ_rden of proof
in that fhey ha§e>fai1ed to establish owne;ship:of é%ghts and intéresté in
proéerty which was nationalized,'expropriated'of:ofhéfwisertaken by the
Government of Cuba., Thus, tﬁe Commission is‘éonst;ained gp deny this cléim ,
and it is hereby denied. Thg‘Commissiohidéems it unnecessary to pake détefb
miﬁatiohs with_reépect to other elementsrof_éhﬁjciéiﬁ..' / o
Dated at Wasﬁinéton, D. C., |

and entered as the Proposed
Decision of the Commission

NOV23 1970

NOTICE: Pursuant to the Regulations of.the Commission, if no objections
are filed within 15 days after service or receipt ®f notice of this
Proposed Decision, the decision will be entered as.the Final Decision of
the Commission upon the expiration of 30 days after such service or
receipt of notice, unless the Commission otherwise orders. (FCSC Reg.,

‘45 C.F.R. 531.5(e) and (g) as amended, 32 Fed. Reg. 412-13 (1967).)
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