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PROPOSED DECISION

This claim against the Government of Cub~ under Titla~~V of the int~er=

national Claims Sent!anent Act of 1949~ as amended~ was presented by

JAM~$ M. SEYMOUR, and is based upon the asserted ownership and loss of

personal property located in Cuba. Clainant has been a national of the

United States since his birth in the United Stat£s.

Under Title V of the International Claims Settlement Act of !94~

[78 Stato iii0 (i964)~ 22 U.SoC. §§!643-1643k (1964)~ as amended~ 79 Stato

988 (1965)~ the Coz~ission is given jurisdiction over claim, s of netione!s

of the United States against the Govern?.ent of C,aba.. Section 503(a) of

the Act provides that the ¢o~’ission shall receive ,~nd deter~ine in

accorda~ce with applicable substantive law~ including internation~l !aw~

the amo’ant and validity ~f clains by nationals of th~ United States against

the Government of Cuba arising since January i~ 1959 for

losses resulting from the nationa!ization~ ~xproo
priation~ intervention or other taking of~ or special
measures directed against~ property including any
rights or interests therein owned wholly or partia!!y~
directly or indirectly at the ti~e by nationals of the
United States°

/
Section 504 of the Act provid~s~ as to o~nership of c!=~ir~s~ that

(a) A claim shall not be considered under sac=
tion 503(a) of this title unless the property on
which the claim was based was owned wholly or



partially~ directly or indirectly by a national
of the United States on the date of loss and if
considered shall be considered~on!y to the extent
the claim has been held by one or more nationals
of the United States continuously thereafter until
the date of filing with the Co~nission.

Section 5¢2(I)(A) of the Act defines the term national of the

United States to mean.a natural person who is a citizen ofthe United

States. The term does not include aliens.

Section 502(3) of the Act provides:

The term ~property’ means any property~ right~
or interest including anyleasehold.interests,and
debts owed by the Government of Cuba or by enter=
prises which have been nationalized, expropriated~
intervened~ or taken by the Government of Cuba and
debts which are a charge on property which has been
nationalized, expropriated, intervened, or taken by
the Government of Cuba.

Claimant asserts~the ownership.and loss of certain personal

property~ including clothing~ books~ religious articles and other

personal effects~ which he values at $!~000.00.

On the basis of the entire record in this and related claims and

the state cf Cuban law at the time of fosse.the Cow-mission finds that

claimant was the owner of the subject personal property as described

above°

On December 6~ 1961 the Cuban Government,published its Law 989

(Official Gazette~.XXIII~ No. 237~ Po 23705) which confiscated all

assets~ personal property and real estate~ rights~ shares~ stocks~

bonds and sei$urities of persons who had left the country. As the

record shcws~ claimant was nct residing i=.Cuba at that time° The

Commission finds~ in the absence of evidence to the contrary~ that

the subject personal property was taken by the Governlent of Cuba on

December 6,,1961 pursuant to the provisions of Law 989°

Based, on.the entire record the Coz!~ission finds that $19000°00 is

a.fair value for the personal property of claimant when it was taken

by the Gov~rn~ent of Cuba.
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The Co~ission has decided that in certification of !osses on

c!~’i:::s determined pursuant to Title V of the International Clai::s

Settlement Act of 1949, as amended~ interest .shou!d .be included at

the rate of 6% per annum from the date of loss to the date of settle=

r~ent, (see Claim of Lisle. Corporation~ Claim ~7Oo CU-0644)~ and in the

instant cases it is so ordered°

¢ERTIFiCA:I’iON OF LOSS

~ilze C,o_~_ission certifies that JA~_g~S Mo SEYMOUR. suffered a

a result of actions of the Goverr:~-.~ent of ¢nba~ within.the scope of Title V

¢~f the international Claims gettle~ent Act of 1949~ as a~oended~ in

amount of One Tho’asand Dollars ($i~000o00) with interest thereon at 6%.

per annum from December 69 i961~ to the date of settlement°

Dated at Washington~ D.
and entered as the Proposed

Decision of the cont.~ission

The statute _does not provide for the payment of claims against the~
Govermnen.t of Cuba. Provision is o~iy made for ’the determination ~by:the
Con~nlssion of the validity and amount, s of such clalms. Section 501 of
the statute specifically pracludes any authorization for appropriations
for payment of these clalms. The Commission is required to cert,,Ify ~ts
flndlnss to the Secretary of S~ate for posslble use Sn future nesoti~t£ons
with the Government of Cuba.

NOTICE: Pursuant to the Regulations of the Commission, if no obJectlo~s
are filed ,within 15 days a~ter service or receipt of notice of this Pro-

?osed.De¢islon,, ~he declslon~will be SnEered,as the Final Decision of
the Commission upon the expiration of~ 30 days after such service or re-
ceipt;of notice~ unless the Co,~nlssioh o~,herwlse orders. (FCSC ReE. ,
45 C~F.R.-531;5(e) and (g)~ as amended, 32 :Fed. Reg, 4.12-13 (1967).)
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