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PROPOSED DECISION

This claim against the Government of ¢~ba~ filed under Title V of

the International Claims Settlement Act of 1949~ as amended, in the

amount of $580o00~ was presented by MORRIS SOHNEN and is based upon the

asserted loss of an interest in Gover~a-~ent of Cuba 4½% Bonds of the

External Debt~ due in 1977. Claimant stated that he has been a national

of the United States since birth.

Under Title V of the International Claims Settlement Act of 1949

~78 Stat. Iii0 (1964) 22 U.S.C. ~1643=1643k (1964), as amended, 79 Stato

988 (19~5~/~ the Commission is given jurisdiction over claims of nationals

of the United, States against the Government of Cuba. Section 503(a)

of th~ Act provides that the Commission shall receive and determine in

accordance with.applicable s~bstantive law~ including international law~

¯ t~e amount and validity of claims by nationals of the United States against

the Government of C~ba arising since January I~ 1959 for

losses resulting from the nati~nalization~ expro-
priation~ intervention or other taking of~ or
special measure~ directed against~ property
including any rights or interests therein owned
wholly or partia!ly~ directly or indirectly at
the time by naLionals of the United States.



Section 502(3) of the Act provides:

The term ’property~ means an~ property, right, or
interest including any leasehold interest, and debts
owed by the Government of C~ba or by enterprises
which have been nationalized, expropriated, intervened,
or taken by the Government of C~ba and debts which are
a charge on property which has been nationalized,
expropriated, intervened, or taken by the Government of
Cuba.

Section 504 of the Act provides, as to ownership of claims, that

(a) A claim shall not be considered under section 503(a)
of this title unless the property on which the claim
was based was owned wholly or partially, directly or
indirectly by a nati~=..~a! of ~he United States on the
date of the !oss and if topsidered shall be considered
on!y to the extent the claim has been held by one or
more nationals of the United States continuously there-
after until the date of filing with the

Section 507 of the Act provides, as to assignment of claims, that

(b) The m~ount determined to be due on any claim of
an assignee who acquires the same by purchase shall
not exceed (or, in the case of any such acquisition
s~bsequent to the date of the determination, shall
not be deemed to have exceeded) the amount of the
actual consideration paid by s~ch assignee, or in
case of successive assignments of a claim by any
assignee.

Under the provision of Section 504(a) of the Act, a claimant is

required to establish that the claim for any loss has bee~ constinuously

owned by a national or nationals of the United States from the date of

!oss to the date of fi!ing with the Commission. The loss occdrred on

December 31, !960o (See Claim of Clemens R. Ma~e, Claim Noo CU=3!91,

1967 F¢SC Ann. Rep. 68). In similar cases claimants have been u~able to

obtain information or evidence to establish the nationality of the

ow3~er of the securities on the date of loss, and to establish continuous

~nited $tates ownership of the securities until ~he date on which claimant

acquired them.

Evidence of record before the Co~mission discloses that securities

of the type s~bject of this claim were almost entirely owned and traded

by persons or firms having addresses in the United States. The Commission

has considered whether an inference may be justified that the claimed

securities were con~i~odsly o~%ed by a national or nationals of the

CU-8262



-3-

United States from the date of loss to the date on which purchased by the

¢laimant~ and~ in the absence of evidence to the contrary~ has concluded

that the securities were continuously so o~ed. (See Claim of the Executors

of ~he Estate of J~!i~s S~ Wik!er~ D~c~ase~,~ Ciaim No~ CU=2571).

In the case at hand~ however~ claimant states that he p~rchased the

bonds anthers from Jan~ary~ !959~ until the so=ca!led Bay of Pigs incident~

but at a time when diplomatic relations were enjoyed~ and he thinks he paid

$300.00 for four bonds.

It is clear from the foregoing that the Co~ission cannot find that

claimant~ (even if n~ s~at~s as a U~ted States nationa! were establish)

o~_ed these bonds on December 6~ 1960~ the date of !oss or that~ if acquired

thereafter~ they were purchased from a United States national~ nor is the

price paid established~

For the foregoing reasons this claim is denied~

Dated at Washington~ D.C. ~
and entered as the Proposed
Decision of the Commission

Leon~ ~. +. Sutto~,~ Chairm~n ---

~eodo~ ~a~e, ~o~issiOn~P

N©TICE=~ ¯ Pursuant__ to the Regulations of the Comm_ission~ if no objections
are filed within 15 days after service or receipt of notice of this Pro-
posed Decision~ the decision wi!l be entered as the Final Decision of the
Co_~nission upon the expiration of 30 days after such service or receipt
of notice~ unless the Con~_oission otherwise orders° (FCSC Reg.~ 45 ¢.FoRo
53!.5(e) and (g) as amended~ 32 Fed. Reg. 412=13 (1967).)
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