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March 1,1919. CHAP. 92.—An Act Granting the consent of Congress to the county of Halifax[H. R. 15950.] in the State of North Carolina, to construct a bridge across the Roanoke River. 
[Public, No. 320.] 

Roanoke River. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
Halifax County may States of America in Congress assembled. That the consent of Congress 

bridge, Palmyra, N. C. is hereby granted to the county of Halifax, in the State of North 

Construction. 
Vol. 34, p. 84. 

Amendment. 

March 2, 1919. 
[H. R. 5999.] 

[Public, No. 321.] 

Customs. 
Gulfport, Miss. 
Immediate transpor

tation privilegesgrant
ed. 

Vol, 21, pp. 173, 174. 

March 2, 1919. 
[H. R. 13274.] 

[Public No. 322.] 

War contracts, etc. 
Secretary of War to 

adjust, etc., expenses 
incurred under agree
ments during the war,
far supplies, etc. 

Carolina, and its successors and assigns, to construct, maintain, 
and operate a bridge and approaches thereto across the Roanoke 
River at any point suitable to the interests of navigation between 
Hills Ferry, near the town of Palmyra, in the county of Halifax, 
in the State of North Carolina, and the ferry near the town of Halifax, 
in the county of Halifax, in the State of North Carolina, in accordance 
with the provisions of the Act entitled "An Act to regulate the 
construction of bridges over navigable waters," approved March 
twenty-third, nineteen hundred and six. 

SEC. 2. That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this Act is hereby
expressly reserved. 

Approved, March 1, 1919. 

CHAP. 93.—An Act For the establishment of Gulfport, Mississippi, as a port 
of entry and delivery for immediate transportation without appraisement of dutiable 
merchandise. 

Be it enactedby the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the privileges of the 
first and seventh sections of the Act approved June tenth, eighteen 
hundred and eighty, governing the immediate transportation of 
dutiable merchandise without appraisement be, and are hereby, 
extended to the port of Gulfport, Mississippi. 

Approved, March 2, 1919. 

CHAP. 94.-An Act To provide relief in cases of contracts connected with the 
prosecution of the war, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congressassembled. That the Secretary of War 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to adjust, pay, or discharge any 
agreement, express or implied, upon a fair and equitable basis that 
has been entered into, in good faith during the present emergency 
and prior to November twelfth, nineteen hundred and eighteen, by 
any officer or agent acting under his authority, direction, or instruc
tion, or that of the President, with any person, firm, or corporation 
for the acquisition of lands, or the use thereof, or for damages result
ing from notice by the Government of its intention to acquire or use 
said lands, or for the production, manufacture, sale, acquisition or 
control of equipment, materials or supplies, or for services, or for 
facilities, or other purposes connected with the prosecution of the 
war, when such agreement has been performed in whole or in part, orCondition. 

Provisos. 
Limitations. 

expenditures have been made or obligations incurred upon the faith 
of the same by any such person, firm, or corporation prior to Novem
ber twelfth, nineteen hundred and eighteen, and such agreement has 
not been executed in the manner prescribed by law: Provided, That 
in no case shall any award either by the Secretary of War, or the 
Court of Claims include prospective or possible profits on any part 
of the contract beyond the goods and supplies delivered to and 
accepted by the United States and a reasonable remuneration for 
expenditures and obligations or liabilities necessarily incurred in per-
forming or preparing to perform said contract or order: Provided 
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Time for presentingfurther, That this Act shall not authorize payment to be made of any claims.

claim not presented before June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and nine-
teen: And provided further, That the Secretary of War shall report Report to Congress. 

to Congress at the beginning of its next session following June thir
tieth, nineteen hundred and nineteen, a detailed statement showing
the nature, terms, and conditions of every such agreement and the 

Settlement no bar topayment or adjustment thereof: And providedfurther, That no set- subsequent review, etc.
tlement of any claim arising under any such agreement shall bar the 
United States Government through any of its duly authorized agen
cies, or any committee of Congress hereafter duly appointed, from the 

Recovery in case ofright of review of such settlement, nor the right of recovery of any fraud, etc. 
money paid by the Government to any party under any settlement 
entered into, or payment made under the provisions of this Act, if 
the Government has been defrauded, and the right of recovery in all 
such cases shall exist against the executors, administrators, heirs, 
successors, and assigns, of any party or parties: And provided further, 

No officer relieved ofThat nothing in this Act shall be construed to relieve any officer or prosecutions for fraud. 
agent of the United States from criminal prosecution under the pro-
visions of any statute of the United States for any fraud or criminal 
conduct: And provided further, That this Act shall in no way relieve For irregularity, etc. 

or excuse any officer or his agent from such criminal prosecution 
because of any irregularity or illegality in the manner of the execution 

Compulsory tesof such agreement: And provided further, That in all proceedings timony, etc. 
hereunder witnesses may be compelled to attend, appear, and testify, 
and produce books, papers and letters, or other documents; and the Criminal immunity.
claim that any such testimony or evidence may tend to criminate the 
person giving the same shall not excuse such witness from testifying, 
but such evidence or testimony shall not be used against such person 
in the trial of any criminal proceeding.	 Court of Claims. 

Jurisdiction if awardSEC. 2. That the Court of Claims is hereby given jurisdiction on not accepted by claim-petition of any individual, firm, company or corporation referred to ant. 
in Section 1 hereof, to find and award fair and just compensation in 
the cases specified in said Section in the event that such individual, 
firm, company or corporation shall not be willing to accept the 
adjustment, payment or compensation offered by the Secretary of If adjustment, etc,
War as hereinbefore provided, or in the event that the Secretary of refused. 
War shall fail or refuse to offer a satisfactory adjustment, payment 
or compensation as provided for in said Section. Agreements with for-

SEC. 3. That the Secretary of War, through such agency as he eign governments, etc. 
Adjustment of, for may designate or establish is empowered, upon such terms as he supplying American 

Expeditionary Forces,or it may determine to be in the interest of the United States, to with supplies, etc., dur
make equitable and fair adjustments and agreements, upon the ing the war. 

termination or in settlement or readjustment of agreements or 
arrangements entered into with any foreign government or govern
ments or nationals thereof, prior to November twelfth, nineteen 
hundred and eighteen, for the furnishing to the American Expedi-

Supplies, etc.,tionary Forces or otherwise for War purposes of supplies, materials, foreign governments
 t

.
o 

facilities, services or the use of property, or for the furnishing of 
any thereof by the United States to any foreign government or 
governments, whether or not such agreements or arrangements 

have been entered into in accordance with applicable statutory pro- Restriction. 

visions; and the other provisions of this Act shall not be applicable 
to such adjustments. Subcontracts. 

Evidence requiredSEC. 4. That whenever, under the provisions of this Act, the Sec- from contractor forproretary of War shall make an award to any prime contractor with tection of, in awards. 
respect to any portion of his contract which he shall have sublet 
to any other person, firm, or corporation who has in good faith 
made expenditures, incurred obligations, rendered service, or fur
nished material, equipment, or supplies to such prime contractor, 
with the knowledge and approval of any agent of the Secretary of 
War duly authorized thereunto, before payment of said award the 
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Secretary of War shall require such prime contractor to present

satisfactory- evidence of having paid said subcontractor or of the


Direct payment to consent of said subcontractor to look for his compensation to said

subcontractor. prime contractor only; and in the case of the failure of said prime


contractor to present such evidence or such consent, the Secretary

of War shall pay directly to said subcontractor the amount found to


Lien of contractor be due under said award; and in case of the insolvency of any prime
insolvent. 
contractor the subcontractor of said prime contractor shall have a 
lien upon the funds arising from said award prior and superior to 

Manganese, etc. the lien of any general creditor of said prime contractor. 
Secretary of the In- SEC. 5. That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he hereby is,terior to adjust losses 

in producing, etc., for authorized to adjust, liquidate, and pay such net losses as have been 
war activities. suffered by any person, firm, or corporation, by reason of producing 

or preparing to produce, either manganese, chrome, pyrites, or 
tungsten in compliance with the request or demand of the Depart
ment of the Interior, the War Industries Board, the War Trade 
Board, the Shipping Board, or the Emergency Fleet Corporation to 

Ante, p. 1009. supply the urgent needs of the Nation in the prosecution of the war; 
said minerals being enumerated in the Act of Congress approved 
October fifth, nineteen hundred and eighteen, entitled "An Act to 
provide further for the national security and defense by encouraging
the production, conserving the supply, and controlling the distribu
tion of those ores, metals, and minerals which have formerly been 
largely imported, or of which there is or may be an inadequate 
supply." 

Adjustment by Sec- The said Secretary shall make such adjustments and payments inretary final, etc. 

Funds available. 

Ants, p. 1010. 

Provisos. 
Limit. 

Time far presenting
claims. 

Requirements as to 
mineral character of 
property. 

Character of money
investments to be con
sidered. 

each case as he shall determine to be just and equitable; that the 
decision of said Secretary shall be conclusive and final, subject to the 
limitation hereinafter provided; that all payments and expenses 
incurred by said Secretary, including personal services, traveling and 
subsistence expenses, supplies, postage, printing, and ail other 
expenses incident to the proper prosecution of this work, both in the 
District of Columbia and elsewhere, as the Secretary of the Interior 
may deem essential and proper, shall be paid from the funds appro
priated by the said Act of October fifth, nineteen hundred and eight
een, and that said funds and appropriations shall continue to be 
available for said purpose until such time as the said Secretary shall 
have fully exercised the authority herein granted and performed and 
completed the duties hereby provided and imposed: Provided, 
however,That the payments 'and disbursements made under the 
provisions of this section for and in connection with the payments 
and settlements of the claims herein described, and the said expenses 
of administration shall in no event exceed the sum of $8,500,000: 
And providedfurther, That said Secretary shall consider, approve, and 
dispose of only such claims as shall be made hereunder and filed with 
the Department of the Interior within three months from and after 
the approval of this Act: And provided further, That no claim shall 
be allowed or paid by said Secretary unless it shall appear to the 
satisfaction of the said Secretary that the expenditures so made or 
obligations so incurred by the claimant were made in good faith for 
or upon property which contained either manganese, chrome, pyrites, 
or tungsten in sufficient quantities to be of commercial importance: 
And provided further, That no claims shall be paid unless it shall 
appear to the satisfaction of said Secretary that moneys were invested 
or obligations were incurred subsequent to April sixth, nineteen 
hundred and seventeen, and prior to November twelfth, nineteen 
hundred and eighteen, in a legitimate attempt to produce either 
manganese, chrome, pyrites, or tungsten for the needs of the Nation 
for the prosecution of the war, and that no profits of any kind shall 
be included in the allowance of any of said claims, and that no invest
ment for merely speculative purposes shall be recognized in any 
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Settlement no bar tomanner by said Secretary: And providedfurther, That the settlement subsequent review, etc. 

of any claim arising under the provisions of this section shall not bar 
the United States Government, through any of its duly authorized 
agencies, or any committee of Congress hereafter duly appointed, 

Recovery in case offrom the right of review of such settlement, nor the right to recover fraud. 
any money paid by the Government to any party under and by
virtue of the provisions of this section, if the Government has been 
defrauded, and the right of recovery in all such cases shall extend to 
the executors, administrators, heirs, and assigns of any party. 

That a report of all operations under this section, including receipts Report to Congress. 

and disbursements, shall be made to Congress on or before the first 
Monday in December of each year. No Jurisdiction ofThat nothing in this section shall be construed to confer jurisdic- courts. 
tion upon any court to entertain a suit against the United States: 

Proviso.Providedfurther, That in determining the net losses of any claimant Values to be consid
eredthe Secretary of the Interior shall, among other things, take into losses. 

in determining 

consideration and charge to the claimant, the then market value of 
any ores or minerals on hand belonging to the claimant, and also the 
salvage or usable value of any machinery or other appliances which 
may be claimed was purchased to equip said mine for the purpose of 
complying with the request or demand of the agencies of the Govern
ment above mentioned in the manner aforesaid. 

Approved, March 2, 1919. 

CHAP. 06.—An Act Making appropriations for the construction, repair, and 
preservation of certain public works on rivers and harbors, and for other purposes. 

March 2,1919. 
[H. R. 13462.] 

[Public, No. 323.] 

Be it enactedby the Senate and House of Representatives of the united 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the following sums of 
money be, and are hereby, appropriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be immediately available, 
and to be expended under the direction of the Secretary of War and 
the supervision of the Chief of Engineers, for the construction, com
pletion, repair, and preservation of the public works hereinafter 
named: 

Tenants Harbor, Maine: Completing improvement in accordance 
with the report submitted in Rivers and Harbors Committee Docu
ment Numbered 12, Sixty-second Congress, third session, $18,750. 

Boston Harbor, Massachusetts: For maintenance, $40,000. 
Gloucester, Beverly, Salem, Lynn, Plymouth, and Provincetown 

Harbors, Mystic, Maiden, Weymouth Fore, and Weymouth Back 
Rivers, and Dorchester Bay and Neponset River, Massachusetts: 
For maintenance, $2,000: completing improvement of Weymouth 
Fore River, $183,000; for improvement of Beverly Harbor in 
accordance with the report submitted in House Document Num
bered 220, Sixty-third Congress, first session, and subject to the 
conditions set forth in said document as modified in the report 
printedin Rivers and Harbors Committee Document Numbered 8, 
Sixty-third Congress, second session, $61,500; in all, $246,500. 

Pollock Rip Shoals, harbor of refuge at Nantucket, New Bedford 
and Fairhaven Harbors, Fall River Harbor, and Taunton River, 
Massachusetts: Continuing improvement and for maintenance of 
Pollock Rip Channel, $200,000. 

Providence River and Harbor, Pawtucket River, Newport Harbor, 
harbors of refuge at Point Judith and Block Island, entrance to Point 
Judith Pond, and Great Salt Pond, Block Island, Rhode Island: 

River and harbor ap
propriations. 

Tenants Harbor Ma. 

Boston, Mass. 
Gloucester, etc.,

Mass. 

W e y m o u t h Fore
River. 

Pollock Rip Shoals, 
etc., Mass. 

Providence R i v e  r 
etc., R. I. 

Pawtucket River.For maintenance, $1,500: completing improvement of Pawtucket 
River in accordance with report submitted in House Document 
Numbered 1283, Sixty-fourth Congress, first session, $91,160; com-


