
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ATTORNEY GENERAL’S ANNUAL AWARDS RECIPIENTS ANNOUNCED

Attorney General John Ashcroft has selected the following individuals as the recipients of the Attorney General’s 51st Annual Awards.  Congratulations to the awards recipients!

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S AWARD FOR EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE
This is the Department’s highest award for employee performance.  One Exceptional Service Award will be presented this year.
AWARD:
Dismantlement of the Lackawanna terrorist cell
RECIPIENTS:
Edward J. Needham

David M. Britten

Andrew J. Goralski

Steven J. Naum
Special Agents

Pedro D. Cordero
Supervisory Special Agent
Stanley J. Borgia
Assistant Special Agent in Charge

Adrienne J. Leary
Mary Beth R. VanLew
Intelligence Research Specialists

Karen V. Lawrence
Intelligence Operations Specialist

Buffalo Division

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Francis J. Christiano, Jr.
Special Agent


New York Field Division

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, & Explosives


William J. Hochul

Assistant U.S. Attorney


Western District of New York


Ranganath Manthripragada

Trial Attorney


Counterterrorism Section


Criminal Division

Kim Baglio
Special Agent

Buffalo Office

U.S. Secret Service


James J. Higgins, Jr.

Senior Special Agent

Lawrence D. Krug
Special Agent

Buffalo Office

Former Immigration & Naturalization Service 

Felix T. Cwynar
Border Patrol Agent

Buffalo Office

U.S. Border Patrol

Michael J. Szrama
Special Agent

Buffalo Office

U.S. Customs Service

U.S. Department of Homeland Security

Thomas Michalski

Special Agent

Buffalo Division
Internal Revenue Service

U.S. Department of the Treasury

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S AWARD FOR EXCEPTIONAL HEROISM
This award recognizes an extraordinary act of courage and voluntary risk of life during the performance of the official duty.  Two Exceptional Heroism Awards will be presented this year.
AWARD:
Dismantling the largest heroin trafficking organization St. Louis
RECIPIENT:
Mark J. Demas
Special Agent

St. Louis Field Division


Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, & Explosives

AWARD:
Restraining and disarming inmates involved in a fatal assault

RECIPIENT:
Ralph Narramore
Senior Officer Specialist

U.S. Penitentiary

Leavenworth, Kansas

Federal Bureau of Prisons

THE MARY C. LAWTON LIFETIME SERVICE AWARD
This award recognizes employees who have served at least 20 years in the Department and who have demonstrated high standards of excellence and dedication throughout their careers.  This award is presented only in exceptional circumstances to those individuals of special merit and is not awarded  to express general appreciation for tenure alone.  One Mary C. Lawton Award will be presented this year.
AWARD:
Career accomplishments at BOP

RECIPIENT:
VaNessa P. Adams
Warden

Federal Prison Camp

Alderson, West Virginia

Federal Bureau of Prisons

THE WILLIAM FRENCH SMITH AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS

TO COOPERATIVE LAW ENFORCEMENT
The William French Smith Award for Outstanding Contributions to Cooperative Law Enforcement is an honorary award granted to recognize State and local law enforcement officials who have made significant contributions to cooperative law enforcement endeavors.  One William French Smith Award will be presented this year.

AWARD:
Interagency efforts to combat violent crime in Aurora, Illinois

RECIPIENTS:
David A. Johnston

Gregory T. Spayth

Martin K. Sigsworth
Detectives

Aurora Police Department

Aurora, Illinois

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S AWARD FOR MERITORIOUS PUBLIC SERVICE
This award is the top public service award granted by the Department and is designed to recognize the most significant contributions of citizens and organizations who have assisted the Department in the accomplishment of its mission and objectives.  This award is presented only in exceptional circumstances to those individuals of special merit.  The Meritorious Public Service Award will not be presented this year.
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S AWARD FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE
This is the Department’s second highest award for employee performance.  Thirteen Distinguished Service Awards will be presented this year.

AWARD:
Efforts of the Judicial Nominations Team

RECIPIENTS:
Adam H. Charnes
Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General

Brian A. Benczkowski
Staff Director and Senior Counsel

Kristi L. Remington
Senior Counsel

Lizette D. Benedi

Nathan A. Sales

William A. Hall, Jr.
Counsel

Sheila C. Joy
Policy Analyst

Office of Legal Policy

AWARD:
Investigation and prosecution of Congressman James Traficant, Jr.

RECIPIENTS:
Richard Mark Denholm, II
Special Agent

Criminal Investigative Division

Michael S. Pikunas
Special Agent

Cleveland Field Office

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Craig S. Morford
Bernard A. Smith

Matthew B. Kall
Assistant U.S. Attorneys

Northern District of Ohio

AWARD:
Establishment of joint fugitive task forces

RECIPIENT:
T. Michael Earp
Chief, Investigative Operations

U.S. Marshals Service

AWARD:
Enhancing judicial security in Colombia

RECIPIENTS:
Rudolf J. Friederich
Chief Inspector

Richard Iannucci
Senior Inspector

Judicial Security Division

Manuel R. Varela
Deputy U.S. Marshal


District of Puerto Rico

Christopher A. Barfield
Deputy U.S. Marshal


District of Indiana

U.S. Marshals Service

AWARD:
Conciliation efforts in Cincinnati

RECIPIENT:
Patricia Campbell Glenn
Senior Conciliation Specialist

Midwest Region

Community Relations Service

AWARD:
Investigation of international web-based drug sales

RECIPIENTS:
Michael R. Grabowski

Stephen T. Will
Special Agents

Buffalo Resident Office

New York Division

Drug Enforcement Administration

AWARD:  
Efforts of the Regulatory Review Team

RECIPIENTS:
Kevin R. Jones
Deputy Assistant Attorney General

Robert Hinchman

Eric T. Gormsen

Leland E. Beck
Senior Counsel

Office of Legal Policy

AWARD:
Prosecution of U.S. v. Kil Soo Lee, the largest human trafficking case in U.S. history

RECIPIENTS:
Mark J. Kappelhoff
Deputy Chief

David L. Allred 
Lou E. de Baca 

Special Litigation Counsels 

Susan L. French

Robert J. Moossy 
Trial Attorneys 

Lorna L. Grenadier
Victim/Witness Coordinator

Criminal Section

Civil Rights Division

Mei Wine
Victim/Witness Coordinator

U.S. Attorney’s Office

District of Hawaii

Charles E. Beckwith

William S. Denson


Special Agents

Honolulu Division

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Rebecca L. Story
Associate General Counsel


Myra V. Moore

Senior Immigration Officer


Information Resources Management

Former Immigration and Naturalization Service

AWARD:
Prosecution of bid-rigging among New York food brokers
RECIPIENTS:
Rebecca Meiklejohn

Douglas M. Tween

Elizabeth B. Prewitt
Trial Attorneys

New York Field Office

Antitrust Division

AWARD:
Providing legal advice on record-disclosure issues

RECIPIENT:
Melanie Ann Pustay
Deputy Director

Office of Information and Privacy

AWARD:
Exceptional contributions to counterterrorism efforts
RECIPIENT:
John M. Vanyur
Senior Deputy Assistant Director

Correctional Programs Division

Federal Bureau of Prisons

AWARD:
Leadership in fraud fighting efforts

RECIPIENT:
Clifford J. White, III
Deputy Director

Executive Office for U.S. Trustees

AWARD:
Leadership managing the DOJ Executive Resources Program
RECIPIENT:
Valerie M. Willis
Assistant Director

Executive Resources Group

Personnel Staff

Justice Management Division

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN LAW ENFORCEMENT
This award recognizes outstanding professional achievements by law enforcement officers of the Department.  One Excellence in Law Enforcement Award will be presented this year.
AWARD:
Investigation and international manhunt for James Charles Kopp
RECIPIENTS:
Joel G. Mercer

Special Agent


Buffalo Field Office

Michael A. Osborn
Special Agent

New York Field Office

Federal Bureau of Investigation

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN MANAGEMENT
This award recognizes outstanding administrative or managerial achievements which have significantly improved the operations, productivity, or reduced costs.  Two Excellence in Management Awards will be presented this year.

AWARD:
Legal management accomplishments

RECIPIENT:
W. Benjamin Fisherow
Deputy Chief

Environmental Enforcement Section

Environment & Natural Resources Division

AWARD:
Management of the Organized Crime and Racketeering Section
RECIPIENT:
Bruce G. Ohr
Chief

Organized Crime and Racketeering Section

Criminal Division

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
This award recognizes outstanding achievements in applying information technology to improve operations and productivity, reduce or avoid costs, and solve problems.  One Excellence in Information Technology Award will be presented this year.

AWARD:  
Development of an e-application process for the Honors Program

RECIPIENTS:
Eleanor A. Carpenter
Deputy Director

Rena J. Cervoni 
Deana M.C. Willis
Assistant Directors

Office of Attorney Recruitment & Management 

Karen L. Humes-Dancy
Human Resources Specialist

Personnel Staff

Justice Management Division

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN FURTHERING THE INTERESTS OF U.S. NATIONAL SECURITY
This award recognizes outstanding achievements and contributions towards protecting U.S. national security.  Five Excellence in Furthering the Interests of U.S. National Security Awards will be presented this year.  
AWARD:
Efforts of the Terrorist Financing Task Force
RECIPIENT:
Jeffrey A. Breinholt
Trial Attorney

Counterterrorism Section

Criminal Division

AWARD:
Litigation involving challenges to the decisions of the President and U.S. Armed Forces to detain enemy combatants

RECIPIENTS:
Paul D. Clement
Principal Deputy Solicitor General

Gregory G. Garre

David B. Salmons

Sri Srinivasan
Trial Attorneys

Office of the Solicitor General

AWARD:
Legal guidance related to counterterrorism

RECIPIENT:
David J. Karp

Senior Counsel

Office of Legal Policy

AWARD:
Intelligence gathering from inmates

RECIPIENTS:
Leslie S. Smith
Special Investigative Agent

Todd J. Carpenter
Special Investigative Specialist

U.S. Penitentiary, Administrative Maximum

Florence, Colorado

Federal Bureau of Prisons

AWARD:
Report on visa issuance to the terrorists of September 11th
RECIPIENTS:
Patricia A. Sumner

Paul L. Yanowitch
Investigative Counsel

Office of Oversight and Review

Robert A. Bourbon
Supervisory Criminal Investigator

Carmine L. Marino

Steve W. Hunter
Criminal Investigators

Michael L. Akin
Investigative Research Analyst

Investigations Division

Eileen L. Owens

Judy A. Sutrich
Program Analysts

Anne M. Sheppard
Supervisory Program Analyst

Evaluation and Inspections Division

Steve H. Fallowfield
Attorney-Advisor

Office of General Counsel

Office of the Inspector General

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S AWARD FOR EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
This is the Department’s highest award for performance in support of the Equal Employment Opportunity program.  One Equal Employment Opportunity Award will be presented this year.
AWARD:  
Equal Employment Opportunity efforts at USP Pollock

RECIPIENTS:
Fernando Gaspar De Alba
Fabric Worker Supervisor

Dwight C. Greene
Human Resource Manager

Thomas P. Lemieux
Special Education Teacher

Teresa D. Lewis
Human Resource Specialist

Gina B. Pierce
Budget Analyst

U.S. Penitentiary

Pollock, Louisiana

Federal Bureau of Prisons

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN LEGAL SUPPORT

This award is designed to recognize outstanding achievements in the field of legal support to attorneys by paralegal specialists and legal secretaries.  Three Excellence in Legal Support Awards will be presented this year.
PARALEGAL CATEGORY
AWARD:  
Support of the prosecution of Governor Edwin W. Edwards

RECIPIENTS:
Karen P. Dixon

Ashley R. Rohde
Paralegal Specialists

U.S. Attorney’s Office

Eastern District of Louisiana

LEGAL SECRETARY CATEGORY
AWARD:  
Support of the Environmental Enforcement Section

RECIPIENT:
Marsha A. Pfunder
Legal Assistant

Environmental Enforcement Section

Environment & Natural Resources Division

AWARD:  
Accomplishments at the Norfolk U.S. Trustee’s Office

RECIPIENT:
Martha J. Watson
Legal Clerk

U.S. Trustee’s Office

Norfolk, Virginia

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT

This award recognizes outstanding performance in administrative or managerial support by an administrative employee or secretary.  Three Excellence in Administrative Support Awards will be presented this year.
ADMINISTRATIVE CATEGORY
AWARD:  
Support of the investigation and international manhunt for James Charles Kopp

RECIPIENT:
Mary Jane Coyne
Intelligence Research Specialist

Buffalo Field Office

Federal Bureau of Investigation

SECRETARIAL CATEGORY
AWARD:  
Support of the Commercial Litigation Branch

RECIPIENT:
Doris L. McMurray
Senior Lead Secretary

Commercial Litigation Branch

Civil Division

AWARD:  
Outstanding performance within the Office of Public Affairs

RECIPIENT:
Angel R. Paulson

Confidential Assistant to the Director

Office of Public Affairs

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE IN FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT ADMINISTRATION
This award recognizes exceptional dedication and effort to the implementation of the Freedom of Information Act.  One Outstanding Service in Freedom of Information Act Administration Award will be presented this year.
AWARD:  
Outstanding FOIA efforts in BOP’s Mid-Atlantic Region

RECIPIENT:
Kathy M. Harris
Senior Paralegal Specialist

Mid-Atlantic Regional Office

Federal Bureau of Prisons

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S AWARD FOR FRAUD PREVENTION
This award recognizes exceptional dedication and effort to prevent, investigate, and prosecute fraud and white collar crimes.  Two Fraud Prevention Awards will be presented this year.

AWARD:  
Significant contributions to fraud enforcement programs

RECIPIENT:
John D. Arterberry
Deputy Chief

Fraud Section

Criminal Division

AWARD:  
Oversight of claims to the September 11th Victims Compensation Fund

RECIPIENT:
Margaret Elise Chawaga
Criminal Investigator

Investigations Division

Office of the Inspector General

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS TO 

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS FOR PUBLIC SAFETY
This award recognizes outstanding achievement in the development and support of community partnerships designed to address public safety within a community.  The award recognizes the significant contributions of citizens and organizations who have assisted the Department in the accomplishment of these programs.  Two Outstanding Contributions to Community Partnerships for Public Safety Awards will be presented this year.

AWARD:  
Efforts of the Emergency Law Enforcement Services Forum

RECIPIENTS:
David Christler
Deputy Superintendent

New York State Police 

William M. Casey
Deputy Superintendent

Boston Police Department

J. Scott Finlayson
Chief

Springville Police Department

Russell Laine
Chief

Algonquin Police Department

Luise Armstrong
Sergeant

North Little Rock Police Department

Patrick Devlin
Assistant Chief of Police

New York City Police Department

J. Robert Hamrick
Chief Deputy

Forsyth County Sheriff's Office

William J. Roberts
Sergeant

Charleston Police Department

Dennis Holley
Supervisory Special Agent

Office of Congressional Affairs

U.S. Secret Service

U.S. Department of Homeland Security

AWARD:  
Creating and managing the National Task Force on Interoperability

RECIPIENT:
Thomas P. Coty
Operations Research Analyst

National Institute of Justice

Office of Justice Programs

THE CUBBY DORSEY AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS BY A WAGE GRADE SYSTEM EMPLOYEE
This award recognizes extraordinary performance and contributions by wage grade system employees, including laborers, mechanics, and skilled craft workers.  One Cubby Dorsey Award for Outstanding Service by a Federal Wage Grade System Employee will be presented this year.

AWARD:  
Mail screening at FBI’s CJIS

RECIPIENT:
Phillip G. Jackson
Materials Handler Supervisor

Criminal Justice Information Services Division

Federal Bureau of Investigation.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS BY A NEW EMPLOYEE
This award recognizes exceptional performance and notable accomplishments towards the Department’s mission by an employee with fewer than five years of federal career service.  The Attorney General’s Award for Outstanding Contributions by a New Employee will be presented to two employees.

AWARD:  
Exemplary legal efforts related to international matters

RECIPIENT:
David L. Calone
Trial Attorney

Antitrust Division

AWARD:  
Efforts related to the President’s Initiative on Advancing Justice Through DNA Technology

RECIPIENT:
Kim A. Herd
Assistant U.S. Attorney

District of Columbia

THE JOHN MARSHALL AWARD

The John Marshall Awards are the Department’s highest awards offered to attorneys, for contributions and excellence in specialized areas of legal performance.  Thirteen awards in the nine category awards will be presented this year. 
TRIAL OF LITIGATION
AWARD:  
Prosecution of former Louisiana Governor Edwin W. Edwards

RECIPIENTS:
Fred P. Harper, Jr.

Peter G. Strasser

Michael W. Magner

Stephen A. Higginson

Assistant U.S. Attorneys

Eastern District of Louisiana

Todd L. Greenberg
Assistant U.S. Attorney

Western District of Washington

AWARD:  
Prosecution of U.S. v. Flowers, et al., tax protest litigation

RECIPIENTS:
Jennifer C. Ihlo 

Special Litigation Counsel for Criminal Tax Matters

Melissa E. Schraibman

Amanda Boog Cruser
Trial Attorneys 

Criminal Enforcement Section

Tax Division

AWARD:  
U.S. v. Hammoud, the first terrorist financing case under Title 18

RECIPIENTS:
Martha E. Rubio
Trial Attorney

Counterterrorism Section


Criminal Division

Kenneth D. Bell
First Assistant U.S. Attorney

D. Scott Broyles
Assistant U.S. Attorney 

Western District of North Carolina

PARTICIPATION IN LITIGATION
AWARD:  
Litigation related to off-shore vessel pollution

RECIPIENTS:
Kevin R. Feldis
Assistant U.S. Attorney

Elisa P. Holland
Lieutenant Commander, U.S. Coast Guard &

  Special Assistant U.S. Attorney

District of Alaska

Joseph A. Poux

Richard A. Udell 
Trial Attorneys

Environmental Crimes Section

Environment & Natural Resources Division

AWARD:    
Litigation of U.S. v. American National Red Cross
RECIPIENTS:
Lawrence G. McDade
Deputy Director

Barbara J. Alkalay 

Former Staff Attorney 

Office of Consumer Litigation

Civil Division

SUPPORT OF LITIGATION
AWARD:    
Efforts of the Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Unit

RECIPIENTS:
Amy Chang Lee
Assistant Chief

Robert C. Dalton

Melissa Marquez Oliver

David J. Stander

Catherine M. Weinstock
Trial Attorneys

Mervyn Hamburg
Supervisory Trial Attorney

Organized Crime and Racketeering Section

Criminal Division

HANDLING OF APPEALS
AWARD:    
Handling of appeals related to Boeing Co. v. U.S.
RECIPIENTS:
Frank P. Cihlar
Trial Attorney

Appellate Section

Tax Division

Kent L. Jones
Tax Assistant to the Solicitor General


Office of the Solicitor General

AWARD:    
Career accomplishments in handling of appeals

RECIPIENT:
Michael S. Raab 
Special Counsel

Appellate Staff

Civil Division

PROVIDING LEGAL ADVICE
AWARD:    
Providing legal advice related to international financial crimes

RECIPIENT:
Richard C. Owens
Trial Attorney

Office of International Affairs

Criminal Division

PREPARATION AND HANDLING OF LEGISLATION
AWARD:    
Legislation related to the Arkansas Riverbed Settlement Team

RECIPIENTS:
Roger R. Martella
Assistant Section Chief

Indian Resources Section

Patricia L. Weiss
Assistant Section Chief

R. Anthony Rogers
Senior Trial Attorney

General Litigation Section

Environment & Natural Resources Division

ASSET FORFEITURE
AWARD:    
John Marshall Award for Asset Forfeiture

RECIPIENTS:
Gary L. Stein
Marc A. Weinstein

Barbara A. Ward
Assistant U.S. Attorneys

Southern District of New York

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION
AWARD:    
Colonial Oil Alternative Dispute Resolution

RECIPIENTS:
Catherine B. Banerjee Rojko
Senior Counsel

Drenaye L. Houston

Anna C. Thode 

Patrick M. Casey
Senior Attorneys

Amy R. Gillespie

Scott D. Bauer

Christy L. King
Trial Attorneys

Environmental Enforcement Section

Cynthia S. Huber
Senior Attorney

General Litigation Section

Environment & Natural Resources Division

INTERAGENCY COOPERATION IN SUPPORT OF LITIGATION
AWARD:    
Efforts related to Operation Tarmac
RECIPIENT:
John K. Webb
Assistant Counsel, Office of the Inspector General

Social Service Administration






