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NATIONAL COMMISSION 
ON FORENSIC SCIENCE 

Accredita tion of Medicolegal Dea th 
Investigation Offices 

Subcommittee 
Recommendation from the Subcommillee on Medicolegal Death Investigation_ 

Type of\Vork Product 
Policy Recommendation 

Recomm.,ndation 

Ntsr 
Natlonol Institute 
of Standards 
and Technology 

The National Commission on Forensic Science requests that the Attorney General of the United 
States approve policy that recommends that all offices , facilities or institutions performing 
medicolegal death investigation activities be accredited by the year 2020_ 

Stat .. ment of Issue 
Accreditation demonstrates compliance \vith industry and professional standards and 
performance criteria and provides an independem measure of assurance to the tax-paying 
citizens of the community servcd. Unfonunaiely, many government bodies which fund forensic 
science or health and human services programs do not give priority to death investigation 
systems making it difficult for such systems to achieve accreditation. 

Unlike traditional publicly-funded crime laboratories. most medicolegal death investigation 
offices, medical examiners and coroner offices are not accredited_ Of the estimated 2,366 
medicolegal death investigation offices in the United States, less than 100 are accredited by 
either the National Association of Medical Examiners (NAME) or the Imernational Association 
of Coroners and Medical Examiners (IAC&ME), the only two accrediting bodies in the United 
States for mcdicolegal death investigation institutions. (Sec Appendix A, Table 1). 

NATIONAL COMl\IIISSION 
ON FORENSIC SCIENCE 

Ntsr 
Natlo nol Institute 
of Standards 
and Tec:hnology 

Certifica tion of Medicolegal Death Investigator s 

Subcommittee 
Recommendation from the Subcommillce on Mcdicolcgal Death Investigation. 

Type of \ Vork Product 
Directive Recommendation 

R ecommendation 
The National Commission on Forensic Science requests that the Attorney General of the United 
States approve a recommendation that directs the Office of Justice Programs to establish a 
priority to use grant funds to defray the cost of ensuring all medicolegal death investigators 
(MDI) and Coroners (functioning as medicolegal death investigators) in the United States obtain 
professional certification by the year 2020. 

Statement of Issue 
Cenification is a basic credential for individ uals practicing within a particular industry. AB MDI 
registry certification is the primary and basic credential for medicolcgal death investigators 
(ABMDI "board certification" is an advanced credential)_ Unfonunately, many government 
agencies that have the capability to provide financial suppon to medical examiner or coroner 
offices do not give priority to enhancing professional competency of our Nation's MDis. 
Federal funding to suppon certification of MDI practitioners arc non-existent. The National 
Research Council' s (NRC) has published two repons which have components that emphasize 
the imponancc of improving our Nation's MDI system, which is demonstrative of the fact that 
this vital community of practitioners is not properly supponed to ensure competency. It is 
estimated that between 5,000 to 8,000 professionals would require certification under this 
recommendation, this number including approximately 1500 persons currently certified but 
requiring recenification d uring the next five years_ 
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Death Investigation Systems: 2015 

2 

1 

8 

-~· O Some <.:uu11Lit:s ll<:Jve ~ 111ec...J iUtl eXCJ111i11e1 ~11.J 111cmy 01 1 1 1U~t !law i:! <.:u1 u11e1 
Cook is 11inois' ontf MejiCal Examiner County, and Summit and CuyahOga are Oho's only fl.ledical Exarriner Ccurtie5 

O State Medica Examiner with coroners n each coumy 

O StAtP MP<'tirn F iui minPr with v;:;riotJS typp:; of non+r:ornnFr rPQiOMI or lornl i:tssist;mc_p 

e State Medica Examiner assistirtg caoners in most counties, at east one autonorrou:; county me,j ica l ex:iminer 

O U1stnct Mej1ca1 t.xammers 

e Mejical Examiner (physician) in each c.ounty_ District of Cofumbia has a sillQle medic.al examiner office 

O Coroner in each county 

1. Coun:y prosecl!1:or is coroner in some Washington count es and all counti t>s n Nebraska. 

2. Coroners are required to be physicians 

3. Justices of the peace serve as coroner in some counties 
4. Some counties may ha·,ie m ore tha n 01e coroner. District attorney is coroner in some counties. 

5. kl most coon:ies the Sheriff is coroner 
6. State med cal examiner with more than one office in the state 
7. Coroners are appoirted and serve dis1ricts of multiple counties 

8. Coroners are appoirted in 4 courlies. In Denver, its more Ike an ME system wth an appoirted Chief ME/Coroner. 

9. Appo nted p1tys1c1an (usually not pa:hdog1st) mej 1cal enm1ners m each counly who refer cases to reg1ooa centers 
10. Although correct by statute, not all A2 Collnlies t-e.ve physicia n medical ex:iminers. Some counties use other centers. 

11. New Jersey State Medical l:xammer has overs1git tn.t sys1em runs more ~ ke a d1stnct1reg1ooa1 system 

12. State Medcal Examiner po,,t1on currently vannt 
13. Scrne cou1ties a lso ha-w'e coro1ers elected by county ccrnmission; they do transport but do not s gn death certificates 

14. NC h3s one State ME Office and des1gnatej regonal pathologists also prOVJde autopsv semces to the cmnty med1n l 
examners. A few counties rave elected coroners who operate w1thm the ME statutes and are respon,,ble to the OCME. 

e Some Loe.al •Medical Ei<:aminers• a re r:hysicia ns who are not pathclogis:s 

e Some Local "Medical E<aminers" are oot physicians 



Turnover and Tracking Issues County Medical Examiner Terms Vary

Coroner Term Limits Multiple Coroners per County

• Election year varies between and within some states
• Term lengths vary  
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“Forensic” Science means “Public” Science, not “Crime” Science
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