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PROPOSED DECISION 

This is a claim against the Government of Czechoslovakia under 

Section 404 of the International Claims Settlement Act of 1949, as 

amended, by SOPHIA SKVARCEK, who claims to have been a national of 

the United States since her husband's naturalization on February 17, 

1941. The claim is based on the nationalization or other taking of 

Slovenska Tatra Banka in Liptovsky SVaty 

Mikulas, Czechoslovakia. 

Section 404 of the Act provides, inter alia, for the determina

tion by the Coamission in accordance with applicable substantive law, 

including international law, of the validity and amount of claims by 

nationals of the United States against the Government of Czechoslovakia 

for losses resulting from the nationalization or other taking on and 

after January 1, 1945, of property, including any rights or intereat8 

therein, owned at the time by nationals of the United States. 

section 405 of the Act provide• that: 

"A claim under aection 404 of thi• title shall not be 
allowed unleaa the property upon wbich the claia la 
bued waa owned by a national of the UDited Stat•• on 
the ·~t• of nationaliaatioo or other taking thueof 
and unlua the clda baa been held by a national of 
Ch• United Statu CODtinuOU8~ thereafter until the 
date of fllina vldl cha oa ta•loa.•" 
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The claimant has informed the Commission that in Ma.y 1905 

she married Andrew Skvarcek; that on November 14, 1938 she and 

her husband opened an account in their na.tnes in the Liptovska. Uverna 

Bank which was transferred to the Slovenska Tatra Bank.a; that her 

husband became a naturalized citizen of the United States on February 17, 

1941, which action conferred such citizenship upon her; that Andrew 

Skvarcek died on January 23, 1947 and that, thereafter, she had sole 

title to the said account. 

The claimant is of the opinion that the naturalization of her 

husband on February 11, 1941 automatically conferred United States 

nationality upon her. Section 311 of the Nationality Act of 1940, however, 

outlines a procedure for naturalization of persons whose spouses are 

naturalized after January 13, 1941. Nothing of record indicates that 

there was compliance by claimant with the formalities in question in 

order to reacquire the United States citizenship which she lost as a 

result of her marriage to an alien prior to September 22, 1922• 

.Accordingly, the Commission is constrained to find that claimant has 

not established that she reacquired citizenship of the United States sub

sequent to her loss thereof. 

The Commission has held that those accounts in banks in 

Czechoslovakia which were opened prior to November I, 1945 were 

an.nulled on June 1 1 1953 pursuant to Law 41 / 53 Sb. and that such 

annullrnent constituted a taking by the Government of Czechoslovakia of 

such accounts. 

Since it has not been established that the property upon which 

this cla.i.In is based was owned by a national of the United States when it 

was nationalized or otherwise taken by the Government of Csechoalovaltia, 

the cla.i.In must be and hereby is denied. 
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The camdasion finds it unnecessary to make determinations with 

respect to other elements of the claim. 

Dated at Washington, D. c. 

FEB 5 \960 

,. 

PraDCia T. Maateraon 

Clerk of the Coani••ion 
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