
FOREIGN CLAIMS SETTLEMENT COMMISSION 
OF THE UNITED STA'JES 

Washington, D. o. 

In the Matter of the Claim ot 

GEORGE H. SCHELIENS 

10 Rue Auber 

Paris, Prance 


Under the Yugoslav Claims Agreeae!lli 
ot 1948 and the International Claims 

SetUement Act ot 1949 

PROPOSED DECISION OF THE COMMISSION 

ibis is a claim tor $97,361.29 plus interest by George H. 

Schellens, a citizen of the United States since his birth on J&D11ar7 

3, 1894, at Baltimore, Maryland, and is tor the taking by Yugoslavia 

or: (1.) office furniture and equipment owned by the firm nRudalat,• 

in which clai•ant was allegedly the sole beneficial Olfll8rJ (2) a 

collection or ore samples, records, statements, reports and geolop 

ioal maps assembled by various mining specialista; (3) a credit with 

the National Bank or Yugoslavia tor the account of ttRudalat• in 

Belgrad~ (4~ certain invoices evidencing a delivery in 1940 ot var

ious drills am spare parts by •Rud•lat" to the Yugoslav GovermantJ 

CS) 51000 tons of sintered pyrites; (6) loss of profits llhioh would 

have been realized had not the puppet Serbian or puppet Croatian 

Government taken 50,000 tons or sintered. p119itea llhich claimant had 

an option to purchaa•J (7) loss or profits which would have been 

re•Jized had not the puppet Serbian Government taken, in 194l, l,.S80 

tom of cla1unt'• cOpper sulphate and delivered it to Bul~ian 

b1J19re vith wham cle:S•ant had a contract to sell. 

Claimant alleges in itea (1) aboYa that he ... the .ole 
t 

beneficial owner of the firm "Badalat,• and that the Oovermeat ot 

Yugoslavia bu taken the toll.owing it-• ot ottio• .tu.rmture and 
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equipaant owned by that tiraa l iron plated sate ot •I•nghataer• 

trademark, 2 larger sates ~ the amaJl tn>• (cub boxes), l well 

8ar8 (cash box), 1 •Dalton" calculatdng machine, 1 "Royal" tJPe

writer mmber H-92-1872241, 1 "Royal" typewriter number X-S4•1267, 

1 "Acller" typewriter number 513206, a telephone inatallation oou1st

1ng of s "Erickson" ••ts s· by 2, l intermediate set, l accuaulatcr 

and 1 tr8D8formerJ 2 brown deelevith a glass cover, 1 oak bench open

ing into a case, 3 18llow desks (second hand), 4 ,.Uow chair• (eecond 

ham), 4 sort brown chairs upbolatered with oilcloth, 2 •ott cb•1ra 

upholstered with fabric, 3 cabinets (ahovoaaes with glass), 2 eeelJ 

cabinets vi.th open drawers, 1 large yellow showcase, 1 round telephone 

table, 2 black typewriter tables, l yellow t1Pewriter table, 1 cabinet 

vi.th drawer• for plans, 1 ordinary bhck cabinet, 2 black enclosed. 

bookcasaa 2 portable lamps vith a reflector, S lusters, 2 dark brown 

desks, 2 chairs with leather uphol•tering, 1 office furniture set con

sisting of a table, 2 chajrs and a eof&J 2 desks with drawers, l chair, 

l roll-top desk tor tJPewriter, l small table, 1 cabinet tor catalogues, 

l cabinet with a double door (large), 3 stools, l cabinet tor letter• 

vi.th a double roll door, 2 hanging lamps, 1 Aall luster tor ante-rooa, 

2 desk lamps, 1 wall bracket lamp with extendable support, 1 ord1nar7 

chair, 3 waste paper baskets, 1 clothes hanger, 1 coal bin, l scales 

tor 1f9ighing letters, 2 •Underwood• t)'pavritera, 1 punching aachine, 

1 pencil sharpener, 1 stand for seal.a, 4 letter boxee, 1 bookkeeping 

•Rutt• cabinet, 2 carpeta, l etael •Rem:fngton-Rand• cabinet with 4 

drawers, 2 "Kardax• •teel aall cabimta with reapectiT-17 l5 md 8 

drawera, l ct.Bk in the storage. Alt.hough the Coa ercia1 Regi•iz7 at 

Belgrade •hon that Igor Yacenko waa the regiatered ovner ot tbat finl1 

claimant baa tiled son. evidence ind:Jcating hie ovnerahip thereof. 

Cl•1•1nt atate• that the above turniture and ~nt vu contiaoated 
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and taken avq by order ot "Kcaanda Grada Beograda Stanbeni Otaet• 
. 

on October 311 19~· Cla1•ant bas not tiled a cop7 of that order. 

However, disregarding that tact, the Yugoslav Mini•try of J'oreiga 

Affairs in a note lo. 6110/46 dated June S, 1946, •tated that t-be 

Public Prosecutor ot the City or Belgrade"opened a judicial inquiry 

agajut Igor Yacenko because of his econcm1c collaboration with the 

occupatora.• That M:l.njstr7 further states that the sequestrated 

goods vere taken as propertJ" of Igor Yacenko and placed into the 

cwstod:r ot 11Jul1ra Jankovic and Zagovka Stojanovic" pending the out

come or Hr. Yacenko 1s trialJ and that in the event Mr. Yacenko wu 

convicted, only his property would be takenJ and •George Schellena 

11ay, it he vanta to prove his ownership on goods at present under 

sequestration as property or Igor Jacenko, either personally or 

through bis legal representative, approach the Court/Sreski Sud/rd 

the II tovn .. ward/Reon/or Belgrade and tile an action for the elimi• 

nation of the goods in question, corroborating it with necessary 

evideme. It George Schellens does this and proves his ownership, 

the goods will be restituted to hill.• The reoord shows that the 

County Court tor the Second Precinct o:t the City of Selgrade by 

Decree No. I. be 400/46 ot January 29, 1947, repealed the sequestra

tion or the personal property or Eng. Jacenko Igor. 

Investigators ror this Commission and the Goverment ~ 

Yugoslavia report that "• •• on the basis ot the order ot the 

People's Municipal Coaaittee ot the Cit7 of Belgrade - Bxecutive 

Ccwnd ttee .. General Depariaent • Legal Section Ro. 2617 o.t Jmmer7 

2S, 1948, ••• Jankonc Jvlka ot Belgrade surrendered in her reai.• 

deMe to the legal representatiw of •Rudel at• Campany, SW>orlc Vera 

of Belgrade the .tolloviJJg movable ••• propert71 black of'tio• 

booJmue (6 dranre), er.tic• bookcase (double, or harcblood), 2 



chandeliers, band camell'lng per.forator, desk Jawp, boomaae (blaek 

with Shelves), beech double boomue (nth a atrror), mall wooden 

table; atenctard nckar-cha1r, ahel.f, 2 aetal dravere, 2 bottle• tor 

gas, nall round beech tab1e, 2 laps vi.th 1 bulb, coah1 sr, baz tor 

coal, ahel.t (brown), green l•wp (l ·bulb), 2 upho18tered chairs, 2 

ara-chairs, 3 ottice filing cases (black), an old boakcue, .,rtar• 

an old ottollall, S traed picturee, 11hite cabinet with old houaehold 

utensil.a, various old household utenm'•• Die doc111ent tiled b7 the 

Gover••ent of Yugoslavia aholls tbat Vera Subovic ac·Jmuwledged the 

receipt of the above property. 

Cl•1vnt also •tates that the collection or ore aaplea1 

records, statements, reports and geological ups asswbled by variou 

mining specialists ware alao taken on October 31, 1944, pursuant to 

the order of the •Icmanda Grada Beograda Stanbeni Otaek.• However, 

the record ahowa that those items vere taken under the ew circn • 

stances aa the office :turnitare and equip19nt or "Rudalat• u stated 

above, and that after the tria1 ot Igor Jacenko, the custodian ot 

that property, Julka Jankorlc. returned the property- t.o Vera Subortc. 

'!he Goverment ot Yugoalarla filed a stateaent showing that Vera 

Subovic acknovledged the receipt or the tollming it.a of personal 

properva 4 dravere containing several ap't7 bottles for chaaicala• 

rrsa1n1ng old .tiles, remaining collection o~ ore, rew•ining houeehold 

utensils' ranaj ni ng off ice atawpa ( aaala), rm•1td ng ort:Loe curtaina. 

2 tube• tor laboratory uae, e1ectrical heater ~or laboratoey', .ta11Det 

tor laboratGz7, 2 •topper•, 8 8P&?'8• tor electrical heater (4 ube•to• 

plate• and 4 mparee tor heater•), a gu Jd.tohen-range, a k:l.tohe• range. 
, 


In view or the foregoing, it 1• ai:parent to thi• Qoe•isaion 


that the Govermant ot Yugoslavia did not take ,arq ot the per80nal 


propert7 118tecl in it-• (1) and (2) of the clata. .&oo~, the 


cl•'• therefor ia denied. 
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Ola:l•ant further etatea that on March 13, 1941, be dAIPoaited 

tl,123.9.S with the Federal Reserve Bank of Nev York to the ored.it of 

the Rational Bank of Yugoelavia tor the account ot'lmdalat;" that the 

•ount was mver paid to "Rudalat," and that it vas taken b7 the 
\ 

GoverD1l8Dt of Yugoslavia. No evidence was filed shoving that the 

•ount was taken by the Govermnent of Yugoslavia. On the contrary, · 

the cla:J•ant has tiled a letter showing that as et Hay 111 1942, the 

National Bank of Yugoslavia never received that amount. 'lhe Govern

aent of Yu~oslavia denies the taking or nationalization .of the deposit" 

'!his Commission's investigator could .find no erl.deme as to the aboye 
I 

tr.aneaetion•. The burden or establishjng a claim before this C<wnn18

sion rests upon the claimant. We hold that the cla:Jmant has not met 

that burden vith respect to the deposit. 

Claimant also asks compensation in the 8JK)UDt of $680 tor 

the taking or destruction by the Government of Yugoslavia of various 

invoices which destruction or disappearance has allegedly deprived 

him or the means of establishing a debt owed hill by the Yugoslav 

Government tor the delivery of various drills and spare parts te the 

Yugoslav Ministry of War in 1940. However, clajmant has filed no 

evidence of ownership or the taking or destruction thereof. Investi• 

gators troa this Commission and the Govarmnent of Yugoslavia repa- ted 

that they wre unable to obta:ln any evidence or inf'oraation with 

regard thereto. Without determining whether or not the taking ot 

sueh invoicea comes within Article l ot the Yugoslav Cl•ims J.greeMnt 

ot 1'48, the claim therefor is denied because the cl•junt bu not 

suata;ned the burden of proring his cnmerahip of the invoices and tM 

tak1 ng thereof' by the Government of Yugoalavia. 

Dl8 rem•1n1ng part ot this claia relate• to the t•k1ng o:t 

S,ooo tou or sintered p7rlte• by the Pl1P.P•t Serbian or puppet 



Croatian Goverrment and loss of profits which claimant would have 

realized had not the puppet Serbian or puppet Croatian Government 

taken 50,000 tons of sintered P1rites which claimant had an option 

to purchase and 1,.$80 tons of c:U:tmant•s copper sulphate and delivered 

it to Bulgarian b~rs with whom clajmant had a contract to •ell• 1he 

Agreement of July 19, 1948, between the Governments of the United 

States am Yugoslavia settJ..ed •aJ.1 claims of national.a ot the United 

States• for the "nationalization or other t.aking by Yugoslavia of 
-

property" (Article 1). 

We have heretoror held that the present Yugoslav Government 

is not impressed with responsibility for the taJdngs or property by a 

"puppet state" or local ~ fact<> government such as Serbia and CraUa, 
. 

and that the Agreement of July 19, 1948 be'bleen the Governments of 

the United States and Yug0slavia did not include such takings, nor 

did either Government intend that it should do so (in re claim of 

Soco~Vacuum Oil Cmpany, Inc., Docket No. y .. 304, Decision No. 993)•* 

For the foregoing reasons, this claim is denied in its 

entirety. 

Dated at Washington, D. c. 
Hf2 7 1954 

* A cop7 of thia decision, Ho. 9931 is annexed. 
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FINAL DECISION 


Thirty days, or such exten0ed ti~e as may have been granted by 

the Commission, having elapsed since the Claimant(s) herein and the 

Goverrllr.ent of Yugoslavia were notified of the Proposed Decision of 

the Cormnission on the above Clai1:i, and no objections thereto or 

notice of intention to file brief or request for hearing having been 

filed, or, if filed, no further evidence or other representations 

h2ving been offered persuant to the opportunity duly afforded therefor, 

such Proposed Decision is hereby adopted as the Commission's final 

rlecision on thiE Claim. 

Done at Washington, D. c. NOV 1 7 ,g§ 

8PO 11 Ill I 


