
FOREIGN CLAIMS SETTLEMENT COMMISSION 

OF THE UNITED STATES 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 

In the Matter of the Claim of 

ANTHONY KAMPF 
2902 Bbr1-h Mildred Avenue 
Qbioago, Illinois 

HELEN K1 PETERS, nee KA1'1PF 
8'Tl South Cal du Sao! 
Das Plaines, D11noia. 

Under the Yugoslav Claims Agreement 
of 1948 and the International Claims 

Settlement Act of 1949 

Docket No. Y-758 


Decision No. 961 


Ooansel tor Claimants: 

. , CLIFFOBD1 K. RIJBDU 
77 W'eat llash:i ngton street 
Ohicago, lllinoi• 

FINAL DECISION 


Thirty days having elapsed since the claimant(s) herein and the Government of 

Yugoslavia were notified of the Commission's Proposed Decision on the above 

claim, and the claimant(s) having filed no objections thereto, and a brief filed by 

the Government of Yugoslavia having received due consideration, such Proposed 

Decision is hereby adopted as the Commission's Final Decision on the claim. 

Done at Washington, D. C. 

SEP 151954 




INTERNATIONAL CLAIM3 GOMMl:SSION OF THE UNITED STAT.ES 
DEPARTMENT OF ST.lTE 
Washington, D. c. 

I 
IIn the Matter of the Claim of 
I 
IANTHONY IWPF 
I2902 North Mildred A.venue 
I Docket No. Y-758~cago, Illinois 
s 
2and 
I Decision No. q fP / 

BET.EN K. PETERS , nee KAMPF I 

897 South Cal du Sac s 
Des Plaines, Illinois :u : 

Under the Yugoslav Cle:Jwi Agreement : 

of 1948 and the International Cla~ms •• 


Settlement Act of 1949 •• 


Counsel for Claimants s 

CLIFFORD K. RUm:N, Esquire 

77 West Washington Street 

Chicago, Illinois 


PROPOOED DECISION OF THE OOMMISSION 

This is a claim for 11,500 b7 hthODl' Kampf and Helen K. 

Peters, nee Kanpt, citizens of the Umted States since J anuaey 19, 

1914 aJld June 7, 1918, respectival7, the dates of their l:xl.rth at 

Chicago, 111 inois, 8lld is far the tald ng b7 the Govermnent of Yugo

slavia or their respective one-fourth interests in two parcels of 

land located near the center of the town of Srbeki Cernja, as re

corded unier Docket Bo. 524 of the Cadastral District of Nemacka in 

the 'Daile ot their deceased father, ~·Japt. 

Ol.ai•ant has filed no e'Vidence at oWDBrship, but requested 

the C•m cd ssion to obtain such eT.ldence througb the GoYer1D&nt of 

twa-laTia. .lccordizag to a certified extract frca the Iaand Beglstr7 

Ott!.oe et the Coant1 Court; in Zrenj•nlD tiled. b7 that GOYerment; ad 

......... et that Gotw• sat, btca Ir a·~ (elafNnt.a• :rather) WU 

a 112 ••'' latereat ill-. paroelJI ot land, Hine parcalJI 
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~ th.ans as recorded tuxler Docket No. 524 or the Cadastra1square .&.a , 

District of Nemacka Crnja. The recorded owner of the remaining one-

half interest in that property was the cls1mants 1 mother, Barbara B. 

Kanpf; a claim for that interest was filed by her in a separate pro

ceeding (Docket No. Y-576). 

Tm Government or Yugoslavia adnrits , sJld the land extract 

shows, that the property described therein was taken by that Govern

ment on February 6, 1945 pursuant to the Enem;y Proper Law or 

November 21, 1944 (OFFICIAL GAZETTE No. 2 of February 6, 1945). 

Cla:Jmants allege that Anton Kampf1 the recorded owner of a 

one-half interest in the above property, died intestate in the City 

of Chicago, Illinois on Janua.ry 19, 1920 and that there was no admin

istration upon the estate in Yugoslavia or Illinois. Js ev.i.dence of 

the day of death, claimants filed a certificate or death showing that 

Jnton Kanpt died on January 191 1920. Claimant, Anthoey Kampf, also 

filed an affidav.i.t in which he swears: 

"He is the clmmant • • • and • • • the son of the late 
Anton Kampf who died ••• on Janua.ry 19, 1920 ••• 
that his f'ather • • • was married only once and then to 
Barbara B. Kampf, the mother ot this cla,mant ••• 
that there were two children born of the said marriage, 
to v.Lt i.ntho!ll' Ka"l'f and Helen K. Peters • • • \tlhen Anton 
KaJTi' died, he left him surviving h1.s widow, Barbara B. 
Kampf', and his two children, AntholJ1' Kampf and Helen K. 
Peters . , ·Anton Kampf left no wJJ l and there W'8S no pro
bate of his estate because there was nothing to probate. n 

-
On the basis of the above evidence, the Cc111ndssion is satis

fied that cls'5ma1>ts' father died intestate on Januar.r 19, 1920 arid at 

theL time the prq>ert7 was taken he vu the recorded ovner of a one

halt interest therein. Accordingl.7, the decedent's interest in the 

real propert7 vould pass to his heirs in accordance with the laws ot 

intestac7 at the sit'US ot the real propertJ". 

The real propert7 owned bJ' Ahtcm l8J11>f at the tlme of his 


ieat.ll vu located in the "Vojvodi•a area• wllere there ie no code 


http:Janua.ry
http:Janua.ry
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· _....... th descent and distribution of real prq>ertT. Such descent
gove.1.-Ll..&ong e 


and distribution is governed by the Htmgary law wich, in effect, 


states: 

"In case deceased died intestate all his property, both 
inherited and acquired, is inherited by his children in 
equal shares. 

"The surviving wife is entitled to a dower canprising 
the usufruct tor life of the entire estate of the hus
band." 

. 
Upon consideration of the evidence filed, the Conmdssion is 

satisfied that Anton Kanpr lert surviving him a wife and two children. 

Accordingly, each would be entitled a share in the prq>erty in accord

ance with the above law. However, Barbara B. Kampf, a rational of 

the United States since January 'Zl, 1941, the date on which she was 

naturalized by the United States District Court for the Northern Dis

trict of Illinois, assigned to these clajmants her life estate interest 

"in that portion of the propert7 which they inherited fran my late hus-

ba.Dd and their rather, Anton Jtaq>f, ldd.ch property is recorded in the 

Cadastral District of Nemacka Crnja, Docket No. 524~. 

The Caoruission is well aware that under the laws of Yugoslavia, 

the right to legal ownership or inherited real property lllllSt be deter

mined by a judicial proceeding in that country. However1 the Conunission 

is also ot the opinion that even though no such proceedings were had, 

the heirs of the decedent have certain rights and interests in and w1th 

respect to the propert7 Wich calid culminate in legal ownership, and 

that those rights and interests were included in the agreement between 


the govermaents ot the Unitad States am Yugoslav.La. . 


A:s nidence of value, clajmanta tiled the affidavit or their 

aether who states that she and her deceas8d h111band had sent appro~•atel.T 

111,000 to 112,000 to her fath~av tr. ~.. to ~·· for the pun>os• 

of Purchu1ng prc1perv tor th•. Cla:laante also tandahed receipt. 

tota1.Ua tl.,710 tw •a.. ot the.._. am.rt to her l&te tather-1.n-lav. 

http:tota1.Ua
http:Yugoslav.La
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No evidence was .filed as to what part of tlrl.s money vas used for the 

purchase or the properly claimed. Clajmants state that the propert7 

had a va1ue of $3,000 at the time or the inheritance and that this 

information was obtained fran their grSlldfather at that time. A 

three-party cam11ission appointed by local Yugoslav authorities and 

an investigator for this Commission independently appraised the 

claimants 1 interests in the above prq>erty, in accordance w1th 19.38 

prices, the former at 1 1 500 dinars and the latter at 6,450 dinars. 

Under the law of Yugoslavia, persons who succeed to real 

prq>erty by inheritance, such as claimants herein, are obligated to 

pay inheritance taxes on the value of the property; however, the Can- · 

mission is of the opinion that in cases or this type, it should follow 

the principle of "de mininds non curat lex11 and accordingly determines 

that no deduction should be made for the inheritance taxes. 

Upon consideration of a11 the evidence before it, the Can

mission finds that a fair and reasonable value or the cla'lmants' in

terest in the prq>erty, as of the yea:r 1938, was 6,4.38 dinars which 

converted into dollars at the rate of 44 dinars to $1, the rate adopted 

by the Camnission in making awards based upon valuations for that year,

V• amounts to $146.59. 

Claimants 1 counsel has requested the Cam•d ssion in writing 

to determine his fee. .ln agreement of record authorizes a fee of 10% 

or the award. 

On the above evidence a.ml gr01mds, this claim is allowed and 

an award is hereb7 made to hthcm.r Kamp and Helen K. Peters, nee Xaq>f1 

each in the amount ot 173.30 lid.th iDtereat thereon at the rate of 6'1> 

per •mna traa PebraarJ' 6, 1W.5, ta.. date et taldng, to hgust 21
1 
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1948, the date of p&1Jllent b7 the Government or YugoslaVia, each in 

., * flt""the amount or .,...5.57. 

The Canmiss1 on determinel that 10% of the total paid pllr

suant to such award shall be paid tq Cliff'ord K. Rubin, counsel tor 

Dated at Washington, D. c. 
JUN 2 5 1954 

• .,or the C• taaion1a rea&Ollll fer 11&e ~ 1938 Talua:tlons, me ot 
•mhanp rate of 44 to 1, ud tile allG1111N• ot :lntereet,. see 
attached. cq,7 ot :lte c18cia1cm 1• the olat• ~ Joseph Senaer. 


