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I 

/t.fJ'Y 
FINAL DECISION 

Thirty days having elapsed since the claimant(s) herein and the Government of 

Yugoslavia were notified of the Commission's Proposed Decision on the above 

claim, and the claimant(s) having filed no objections thereto, and a brief filed by 

the Government of Yugoslavia having received due consideration, such Proposed 

Decision is hereby adopted as the Commission's Final D~cision on the claim. 

Done at Washington, D. C. ct'.2 fl ii°5¢" 

10Y 'tes4 
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FOREIGN CLAIJ.S SETTI.EMENT COMMISSION 

OF THE UNITED ST.A.ns 

Washington, D. c. 

In the Matter of the Claim of 

MIGDAIENA MlUS 
u.451 Lehigh Street 
Dearborn, Michigan 

Under the Yugoslav Claims Agreement 
of 1948 and the International Claims 

Settlement Act of 1949 

I 
s 
s 
a Docket No. Y-787 

~ 

a 
s 
s Decision No. 591 ~ 
s 
s 
: 
: 

·­

FINAL DECISION 

The Commission issued a Prq>osed Decision herein on 

April 8, 1953 in which it found the value of the claimant•s 

interest in the property to be 71,733.75 dinars and awarded 
t...­

cla:5 mant $1,304.25. The Gaverment of Yugoslavia has filed a 

brief as amicus curiae objecting to the amount of the award. 

It alleges, among other things, that the Commission should not 

have compensated claimant for a lite estate interest in the 

property recorded under Docket No. 351 ot the Cad.astral District 

of Sarlevi:Vbecause the cla~mant lost that interest upon her re­

marriage to Peter Spreitzer in 1935. Subsequent thereto, claim­

ant was notified that ll8Vl7 acqllired evidence shoved that her re­

marriage caused a forfeiture of her lite estate interest in the 

propert7 in accordance with the law of the situs or the realty 

(Vojvodina area) am the aount awarded her would be decreased to 

the extent of the value ot that lite eatate (22,283.80 dimre). 

Cla1unt intoraed the C1 •1eaion she would aecapt the decreued 

aount. 

• 

http:22,283.80
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Thirty- days having e1apsed since the claimant herein 

was notified of the Proposed DecislQD and the proposed reduction 

thereof, and the claimant's having filed no objections thereto, 

and a brief filed by the GoverDment of Yugoslavia having received 

full consideration, the Camni ssion hereby adopts such Proposed 

Decision with the following exceptions as its Final Decision on 

the 	claim: 

1. 	 The amount found as the value of the property, 

' namely, 71,733.75 dinars, is changed to 
~ 

49,449.95 diDS.rs which, converted into dollars 
.­

at 	the rate of 44 dinars to $1, equals $1,123.86. 

2. 	 Interest is allowed at the rate of 6% per annum 

from Februar.r 6, 1945, the date the property vas 

taken, to August 21, 1948, the date payment was 

made by the Gover-rment of Yugoslavia, in the 

amount ot $238.69.* 

According17, in run and final disposition of the 

claim, an award is h~b:y made to Magdalena Maus, claimant, in 

the am.~ of $1,123.86, with interest thereon in the amount of 

$238.69. 

Dated at Vashllgton, D. c. 
AUG 2 31954 

http:1,123.86
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FOREIGN CLA.lMS SET'.IU11ENT ca~tMISSION 

OF mB UNIT.ID STATES 


Washington, D. c• 


•• 
•or •e Matter of the Cl 

.............._.~~ 
 •• 
JOHN ADAM MAUS and •• 

•• 
.J,...:--- 44451 Lehigh Street •• 

Dearborn, Micliigan •• 

JOSEPH JOHN I-IA.ti> 

•• 
Under the Yugoslav Claims Agreement •• 

of 1948 and the International Claims •• 
•Settlanent Act of 1949 • 
•• 

Docket No. Y-7et7 

Decision No. 591-A 

()1V PROPOSED DIDlSION OF THE C<>JMISS.ION

01~ ~) 1f 
This is a claim for an unspecified amount by John Adam/~b ) - -------·.., .... .., ~ 

flV () Maus and Joseph John Maus, citizens of the United States since 
.,; 

,,,,,.. 

June 2, 1929 and .October 22, 1926, respectively-, the dates of 

their births at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and is for the taking 

by the Government or Yugoslavia of that property recorded in the 

name of their deceased father, 11Jovan Maus", under Docket No. 351 

of the Cadastral District of Sarevil. 

It is established by a certified extract fran the Land 

Registry Office or the County C<>urt at K:lk1nda that 11Jovan Maus" 

was the owner or one parcel of land identified as Parcel No. 266a 

and described as a liq field v.ith an area of 3 )'Utars, as recorded 
.--­ ­under Docket Bo. 351 of the Cadastral District ot Sarlevil, when 

.;;_. 

it was taken by the Govermnent o'E Yugoslavia on Febram7 6, 1945, 

pursuant to the 'Rnem7 PropertJ" Lav of Bov•ber 21, 1944 (OFFIC:W, 

r.,AZETTJ: Bo. 2 ot Februar7 6, 1945) • 

'3.a1mants allege that •Jovan Mana•1 the recorded owner 

ot the a~e properv died intestate in tbe CitJ' ot Philadelphia, 

State ot Pemlqlyan1a, cm Karch 231 1932, and that there vu no 
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administration or probate proceedinge upon his estate. 1bat a legation 

18 supported b7 a death certificate. Claimant& also f11ed their own 

attidavita and the affidavit of Magdalena Maus, the widow ot John Maus, 

in which all swear that John Mau died intestate and that they are the 

only heirs. en the basis ot the above evidence, the Commission is 

8 atisfied that John Maus died intestate on March 23, 19.32, and that at 

the time the property was taken, the decedent was the record owner of 

the propert7. According~, the decedent's real property would pasa in 

accordance with the laws or intestacy at the situs of the property. 

ft.le property was located in the "Vejftd:ina area8 where there is no 

code governing the descent and distribution of real property. Smh · 

descent and distribution is governed b7 the customary law of Hungary. 

According to that law, if a man dies intestate his property is inherited 

by" his children in equal shares, subject to his widow's dower1 comprising 

the usufruct for lite, ao long as she rmna'ns unmarried. Mrs. Maus 

adm.itt.edl1' remarried appro:x1mateq three 79ars after Mr. Maim died. 

Upon consideration ot all evidence before it, the Commission is 

satisfied that claimants John and Joseph Maus nre at the time or the 

taking of the propert7 the oDl.1" aurviTora or •Jovan Maus" who had an 

intereat in his property. 

It ie UDdarstood that under the laws of Yugoslavia, legal owner­

ship of inherited real property 11USt be established by a judicial pro­

aading 1n that country. Bowe•ar, the Commission 18 of the vi•, and 

baa repeatedl.1' held, that nen though no such proceedings 11ere had, the 

heire of a daoedant acquire rigbte and interest. in and with reapect to 

lt'Opert7 which 981' be connrted into legal tiU. b.r appropriate court. 

proceectinge and that such rigb.te and interest. are compensable 1lnder t.be 
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~t between the GoYernmenta ot the United States and YugoslaVia. 

Claimants have .tiled no corrobora~ng evidence as to the value ot 

the propert.J"• A Commit;tee appointed b7 local Yugoslav authoritiee 

appraised it at 301 000 dinars. J.n inV'eatigator for this Commission 

independentl.1' appraised the property at 36,000 dinars. Both appraisals 

were made on the basis ot 1938 valuee. 

'!he Coiud.ssion i8 of the opinion, on the basis ot aµ evidence and 

data before it, that the gross val~ of all property of claimants which 

was taken by the Government or Yugoslavia was 36,000 dinars as ot the 

year 1938.* 

However, under the las 0£ YugoslaY.l.a, pers-ons who succeed to real 

property by inheritance, such as claimants herein, are obligated to pay 

inheritance taDa on the value of t1le propertJ' (See Law Concerning Direct 

'l'axation, ef.tective Jamary 11 19b6, Chapter III, .Article 24, OFFICIAL 

GAZP:TTE Ho. 8Sh, lovellber 201 1916). 1he People's Court is prohibited 

from tra11Bferring title to the heirs unless and until such inheritance 

taxes are paid (Bevised Law Concerning Direct Taxation of August 14, 191'61 

Chapter 64, OFFICIAL GAZETTE No. 67, J.ugwst 201 1946). 'lhus, the value 

under local lmr of an heir'a interest in real propart7 JllUSt be regarded 

u being the nlue ot the iropez't7 lasa the inheritance taxes charged 

against it and which llll1Bt be paid batore tJie tramter ot title can be 

accomplished. .la 8llards mq be •de onl7 tor the value 0£ the propert7 

+,eJca11 or, as ia the case hare, tor the ftl.m or an interest in propart7, 

a d9duction lllUlt - made re inheritance tares. 

llndar the applicable tax la (Inber:l.tance and Gitt Tax Lav o~ 

Jlarcb 18, 19Ji7, Oft'ICI&L GAZIT!B So. 2$, March 26, 1947), the tu on 

JIOPft\T Ta]ned a\ 36.000 dhan S. Jd1 R 1.JaJ.o cHMJ'8e !taat. WmR 

11111, t.Mreton, be dldacted A-oa-.. Tal.• o~ proper'J• 
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nieretore, wa .find that the net value ot claimants 1 property which 

was taken by the Government ot Yugoslavia was 34,S6o dinars as or the 

year 19)8.* 1hat amount, converted into dollar• at the rate or 44 dinars 

to $1# the rate adopted by the Conm18sion in uldng awards based upon 

1938 valuations, equal• 8765.16.* .lccord:t~, since each claimant was 

the owner or a one-half interest in the property, each share amounts to 

$)92.73. 

AWARD 

Ch the above evidence and grounda, 

are hereby made to John Adam Maus and Joseph John Maus, clai.mants, each 
--- .... . 

in the amoun~/6f 1392•7~_with interest thereon at ~ per arn1•1::.from 
-:. ------­' Februar)" 6, 19~~~-date of tak1ng, to August 21, 1948, the date of 

P81J118nt 'b1" the Government or Yugoslavia, each in the amount of 183•41.* 

Dated at Washington, D. c. 
AUG 9 1954 

• Per t.lle Cai l•ion'• nuom ~or w o~ 1'38 ftlmtiON w ot 

«mbanp rate of Wi to 1, and the aJl.-.nce ot intveet' .. 

att.ched cow of ita deciaion 1n tbe cla18 o~ Joeepb ~r•r• 



