
FOREIGN CLAIMS SETTLEMENT COMMISSION 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

WASHINGTON 25, 0, C. 

IN TRl'l MATTllB OP TH1!l CLAIM OP 

BESSIE I. BlKBR 
1825 Verde Street 
Ba.brafiel.d, Ca1i!ornia 

Under the International Claims Settlement 
Act of 1949, as amended 

Claim No .. SOV- 1.21 538 


Decision No. SOV- 254 


FINAL IECISION 

The Commission issued its Proposed Decision on this claim on 

October 6, 1958 , a copy of which was duly served upon the 

clailllllnt. No objections or request for a hearing having been filed 

within twenty days after such service and general notice of the 

.?roposed Decision having been given by posting for thirty days, it is 

ORDERED that such Proposed Decision be and the same is hereby 

entered <.i.S the Final Dacision on this claim, und it is further 

ORDE!lED that the award grc-;nted put'1mant thereto be certified to 

the Secretary of tho Tro,;,sury. 

Washington 25, D. C. 

DEC 8 1958 

CONMISSIONERS 

FD-2 
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• • FOREIGN CLAIMS SETTLEMENT COMMISSION 

OF THE UNITED STATES 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

IN TllB MATTEB 01' THlll CLAI11 OJ' 

BESSIE I. BAKER I ClaimNo. SOV-42,538 "' 
1825 Verde Street / 
Bakersfield, California 

Decision No. SOV-254 ,... 

Under the International Claims Settlement 

.Act of 1949, as amended 


.A.MENDED PROPOSED D:Fl:ISION 

r 
The Conunission, on December 19, 1956, issued its Proposed 

Decision ·No. SOV-2_54 denying the claim herein for the reasons set 

forth in Proposed Decision No. SOV-230, In the Matter of the Claim of 

Charles D. Siegel. Pursuant to further consideration and on May 9, 1957, 

the Conunission (Mr. Clay, then a member of the Commission, dissenting) 

set aside its Proposed Decision No. SOV-230 and held that claims based 

on securities payable in currency other than United States dollars, issued 

by predecessors of the Soviet Government, are (subject to the establishment 

of eligibility in other respects) within the purview of Section 305(a)(2) 

of the International Claims Settlement Act of 1949, as amended. 

The Co:mrr.ission finds it established that claimant has been a 

national of the United States since her birth on November 24, 1891; 

that she is the owner of four (4) ftLi.berty Bonds" issued in 1917 by 

the Provisional Government of Russia, in the aggregate face amount of 
,,. r 

50,000 rubles and two hundred thirty-three (233) Imperial Russian 

Government Si% Short Term War Loan Bonds of 1915 and 1916 nwnbered 

as followst 



• 

l.916 Iasue_­

Serl~aI_..:.. 

100 $1...... ­

3~86081Uv 
368631/f'iD< 

$!0i'Uble•-­

$eries II 

21429J.a1S',,.-- · 

. 
Serl.ea I/ 

100 nblea/ 

:,v.·-/·
l07870Sll3/
10787J.b122"':: 
10787.2817/
107873Sfl6­
,1078748' 

Serie• n/ 

~ 

~wSJt74/ 

11 000/1-u'blea 

Series/I 

154321' 

/
25&000 ruble• 

Seri.ea I/ 

000226/: 

Serie• n/ 
()01356/ 

. f 
' 



• • 
-3­

that she acquired such bollis upon the death ot her husband c. Fred 

Balter, a national ot the United States, who purchased thea in the 

year 1932 !l'Olll a ti:nn ot imes'bnent brokers at a cost of $25.oo 

per 11000 rublesJ and that on Febru&rT 101 1918, the bonds were 

torma.l17 repudiated by the Soviet Government. 

The ident.tty and nationality or the owners o! the bonds f'na 

February 101 1918, until the date the decedent acqUired them are 

unlmm.n. 

Under the aforesaid Section ot the Act and under well-established 

principles ot international law relating -to claiJIS espouaed b7 the 

United States against other governments, ellg1bilit7 tor compeaaation 

requires, among other things, that the propert7 vhich was the subject 

ot loss J11W1t have been owed bJ' a United States national at the t.i.me 

the loss occurred and that the clai.• arising as a result of 1JUch loss 

11USt ha'9'e been ovied continuous~ thereafter bJ' a United Sta\es national. 

In the case of securities issued by predecessors or thl!I Soriet Govenment, 

it is concluded that a claia arose on February 10, 1918, the date the 

Soviet Government f~ repudiated such obligat.tons of 1te predecessors. 

The Comaission 1s own investigation discloses that the "I.i.berty Bonds• 

011I1ed by claimant were not traded on the market or general~ circul.ated 

in the United States prior to February 10, 1918. In the absence of 

evidence to the contrary, the Comndssica lllUSt necessarl.~ conclude 

that such bonds upon which part of this claim is based were not owned 

by United States nationals at the t.1me the clailll arose. 

For the foregoing reason that part ot the claill based on •Libert,' 

BondS- moat be, and is herebJ', denied. 

However, the Comiasion has ascertained that the (2.3.3) lllperial 

Russian Govemment sJ% Short Tera Var Loan Bonds of 1915 and 1916 were 

traded on the 11.Bl'lcet in the United States in large quantities prior to 
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Febraar,r 10, 1916. In the absence ot ~ nidence to tl'le 'ciontx-ar;r, 

the Camission' concludes that the bonds upon which this part. of tl» . 

claia 111 based have been 'Olllled continuoua:q trc11. F•b~ lOi 191~, 

bT nationals ot the United State•. 

Accor~,, .tba C..i.sion finds that the claiaant has- a 'falid 

claim. tor coapens~tion cder s,ction 305(a){2) ot the Act tor that 
. . 

part ot the el.aim baaed upon su.~h Iaperial Russian Gove:maeD.t 5t% · 

Short Tena War Loan Bonda. 

Section 3o7 ·ot the .let p:ro'Vide• that af1' a wa:rd 'made ,ou .a c1:aia . ' 

ot a national ot the United State!J other t~ the national ot ~ 

United States to whom the claia original.:q aecned shall not ei~•. . . ·. ~ 

the al.>unt ot the actual ~nsideration l,aat paid there:tor 'eitmt prior 

to J&n\1&17 l,, · 19':3, or betnea. that date and the filing o_t the claia, · 

vhi.cbe'ler is less. I 
This cl.aia did not originally accru.e in favor of the el&iaant. 

Since the last purchase o! the laperial. Russian Govel'Dllent Sf% Sbon 

Tem War Loan Bonds in the aggregate !ace aaount of l,k4,900 l'llble•, 

on which part ot this claia is based was :made during the period fl'Cll 

Februar,r 10, 1918 to December ll, 1952, inclusive, at a coat ot t2S.OO 

per 1,000 nablea, .the award Jl'ilat be J.illited to the •ount of the con~ 

sid.eration last paid. 

~!!!~ 

On the above evidence and grounds, this claim is allowed and m 

award is here'b7 made to Blss:rz I. BADR, elaiaant herein, in the amoun 

ot three thousand six h1111dred tnnt:r-tWo dollars and !Ut:r. centf ($31622.Sq' . . . ~ 

~t o! ·the award herein, in whole or in part, abal,l not-be con-,· 

•trued to have divest.eel .claimant berein, or the Govenmient o.r the. ~teci 

States cm her behalf, or ·m, rights against the GonrnJlellt o.t the S9'1'ie1i 
·, ·' " 

Union for the unpa,j..4l:Jilmoe1 if arq, o! the claia., 

Dated at Washington, D. Ce 

O'CT 6 1958 

http:31622.Sq


FOREIGN CLAIMS SETrl.DmNT C<l-IMISSION 

OF THE UNITED STATES 


Washington, D.C. 


In the Matter of the Claim of 

BESSIZ. IOU. BUER . 
· : Claim No. SOV-42,5.38182' Verde Street · · 


Bakersfield, Cal.1.i'ornia 


Decision No. SOV ~f' 

Under Section 305(a) of the International 
Claims Settlement Act of 1949, as snlended 

PROPOSED DECISICli OF THE CCltMISSION 

Thia claim ia based upon the loss allegedly sustained by 

claimant(s) as the owner(r,) of bond(a), payab.le · ~n currency other 

than United States dollars, issued by• predeceaaorof the Soviet< 

Government. 

For the reasons specified in the attached .Proposed Decision, 

No. S0\1-230, In the Matter of the Claim of CharJea D. Siegel 

(SOV•40,017), this claim is denied. 

· Dat'ed at Wash~ngton, D. c. 

Ut.~ .i9 1956. 

FOR THE OCJOOSSION: 

GPO. 1174SS 
"~"'"". "' "'·J:-.•. ' .~.. ; ·'. ••." .. <·•" .,.,,., 
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