FOREIGN CLAIMS SETTLEMENT COMMISSION

OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

In tam Marrer or TRE CLAmM OF

o7 ' SOV- 42,538
1825 Verde Street Claim No.. s
Bakersfield, Californis :

Decision N.o. SOV~ 254

Under the International Claims Settlement
. Act of 1949, as amended

aero  18—T73126-1

FINAL DECISION

The Commission issued its Proposed Decision on this claim on
October 6, 1958 » & copy of which was duly served upon the
claimant, No objections or request for a hearing having been filed
within twenty days after such service and general notice of the
Proposed Decision having been given by posting for thirty days, it is

ORDERED that such Proposed Decision be and the same is hereby
entered as the Final Decision on this claim, and it is further

ORDERED that the award granted pursuant thereto be certified to
the Secretary of the Treasury.

Washington 25, D. C.
DEC 8 1958

COMMISSIONERS

FD-2 J-3e



FOREIGN CLAIMS SETTLEMENT COMMISSION
OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

In TR MaTTER OF TEHE CLAIM OF

‘

BESSIE I. BAKER p Claim No. SOV-4;2,538 ~
1825 Verde Street Y
Bakersfield, California ;
Decision No. S0V=25)

Under the International Claims Settlement
Act of 1949, as amended

ero  16—72120-1

AMENDED PROPOSED DECISION

/
The Commission, on December 19, 1956, issued its Proposed

Decision No,. SOV-25'§ denying the claim herein for the reasons set

forth in Proposed Decision No, SOV-230, In the Matter of the Claim of

Charles D. Siegel. Pursuant to further consideration and on May 9, 1957,

the Commission (Mrs Clay, then a member of the Commission, dissenting)
set aside its Proposed Decision Noe. SOV~-230 and held that claims based
on securities payable in currency other than United States dollars, ilssued
by predecessors of the Soviet Govermment, are (subject to the establishment
of eligibility in other respects) within the purview of Section 305(a)(2)
of the International Claims Settlement Act of 1549, as amended.

The Commission finds it established that claimant has been a
national of the United States since her birth on November 2L, 1891;
that she is the owner of four (L) ﬂLiberty Bonds" issued in 1917 by
the Provisional Government of Russia, in the aggregate face amount of
50,000 fubles and two hundred thirty-three (233)(In)perial Russian
Government 53% Short Term War Loan Bonds of 1915 and 1916 numbered

as follows:



1915 Issus ;-

100 rubles,”

i uZ.‘

1916 Issue —
Sei"f_‘:& I~
100 rubles—

368608/16—
368637MI

. 20._0 rubles -

Series II

' 1.000/ rubles
' Series I
oansi{/’

. 050255/l
° omorirer””
0852957

106k9
1857 -
2320999
263750~

, Series II-~
0287197

: x;glééocpnd Issue
» Series I~
" 100 rubles”

977700/7
102503 P
1078705713
1078716/227
10787289 -
107873

. 71078748 -

Seriss II/

04061271377

. thﬁm [
- WlesfTL”

1,000 ‘Tubles

. Series’I

1513217

25.600 rubles
Series I
000226 7"
sorien 1/
0013567
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that she acquired such bonds upon the death of her husband C. Fred
Baker, a national of the United States, who purchased them in the
year 1932 from a fimm of investment brokers at a cost of $25,00
per 1,000 rubles; and that on February 10, 1918, the bonds were
formally repudiated by the Soviet Government.

The identity and nationality of the owners of the bonds from
February 10, 1918, until the date the decedsnt acquired them are
unknowne

Under the aforesaid Section of the Act and under well-established
principles of international law relating to claims espoused by the
United States against other govermments, eligibility for compensation
requires, among other things, that the property which was the subject
of loss must have been owned by a United States national at the time
the loss occurred and that the claim arising as a result of such loss
must have been owned continuously thereafter by a United States national,
In the case of securities imsued by predecessors of the Soviet Government,
it is concluded that a claim arose on February 10, 1918, the date the
Soviet Government formally repudiated such obligations of its predecessors.

The Cem;sion's own investigation discloses that the "Liberty Bonds®
ovned by claimant were not traded on the market or generally circulated
in the United States prior to February 10, 1918, In the absence of
evidence to the contrary, the Commission must necessarily conclude
that such bonds upon which part of this claim is based were not owned
by United States nationals at the time ‘the claim arose,

For the foregolng reason that part of the clasim based on "Liberty
Bonds® must be, and is hereby, denied., '

However, the Commission has ascertained that the (233) Imperial
Russian Government 5%% Short Term War Loan Bonds of 1915 and 1916 were
traded on the market in the United States in large quantities prior to



AT g
a o

el e
February 10, 1918, In the absence of any evidence to the ‘contrary,

the Commission concludes that the bonds upon which this part of the
claim is based have been owned continuously from Febml.r,r 10, 1918,

by nationals of the United Stateu.

‘ Accordingly, the Ce-.’usion i’inda that the claiuant has a wvalid
claim for compensation wnder Section 305(a)(2) of the Act for that
part of the claim based upon such Inperm-Rnssm Government 54% -
Short Term War Loan Bonds. ) | ) -

Section 307 of the Act provides that any award made on a clain
of a national of the United States other than the national of thc
United States to whom the claim originally accmd shall not oxmd .
the amount of the actual consideration last paid therefor either p:rior ‘
to January 1, 1953, or between that date and the filing of the claim,
whichever is less. ‘

This claim did not originally accrue in favor of the claimant,
Since the last purchase of the Imperial Russisn Government 5% Short
Term War I.oan'Bonds in the aggregate face amownt of 1hk,900 rnb];es,
on which part of this claim is based was made during the period from
February 10, 1918 to December 31, 1952, inclusive, at a cost of ‘25.00
per 1,000 rubles, the award must be limited to the smownt of the con-—
sideration last paid,

AWARD

On the above evidence and grounds, this claim is allowed and a
award is hereby made to BESSIE I, BAKER, claimant herein, in the amownt
of three thousand six hundred twenty~two dollars and fifty cents (8,622.59)%

Payment of the award herein, in whole or in part, shall not be cone.’
strued to have divested claimant herein, or the Govemgni of the United
States on her behalf, of any rights against the Government of the Soviet
Union for the unpai& bidasce, if any, of the clain. |
Dated at Washington, D, C,

0CT 6 1958
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FOREIGN CLAIMS SETTLEMENT COMMISSION

OF THE UNITED STATES
w“hiﬂstoﬂ., D.C.

In the Matter of the Claim of = = 5

BESSIE IOLA BAKER 5
1825 Verde Street
Bakersfield, California

Under Section 305(a) of the International
Claims Settlement Act of 1949, as amended

4o v 85 e B8 s ss e eu se o4 wn

PROPOSED DECISION OF THE COMMISSION

This claim is based upon the loss allegedly sustained by

claimant(s) as the owner(s) of bond(s), payable-in currency other

than United States dollars, issued by a predecessor of the Soviet”

Govermment .

For the reasons specified in the attached Proposed Decision,

No. SOV-230, In the Matter of the Claim of Charles D Siegel ‘

(SOV~40,017), this claim is denied.

Dated at Washington, D. C.

by 191956
FOR THE COMMISSION:
Harold W. Matthew;, Director -
Soviet Claims Division
5
%
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Claim No. sov-L2,538
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